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 Rising K Literacy Choice Board 

 Letter Formation  :  Guide 
 -Use playdough to make the letters 
 -Write letters in sand, flour, or shaving cream 
 -Go outside and write letters with chalk 
 -Finish the Writing without Tears workbook 

 Letter Identification: 
 Use cards or flashcards with  uppercase and 
 lowercase letters. Have children match the 
 uppercase letters to their lowercase counterparts. 
 Go on a letter scavenger hunt by hiding letter 
 stickers or magnets inside or outside your home. 
 Have the child identify the letter names for the letters 
 they find. Use alphabet puzzles to help children learn 
 letter shapes and names. 

 Letter/Sound Correspondence: 
 ●  Use alphabet songs and videos to make 

 learning fun and engaging. 
 ●  Hide letter cards around the room and have 

 students find them and say the sound, or 
 have them hunt for objects that start with a 
 specific sound. 

 ●  Play "I Spy" with sounds like "I spy something 
 that starts with the /s/ sound". 

 Initial sound/ending sound: 
 ●  Collect a basket of items that start or end 

 with different sounds, and sort the objects by 
 their initial or final sound. 

 ●  Isolate the beginning or ending sound in a 
 category of objects, such as animals, 
 vehicles, etc. (For example: cat, dog, rat, or 
 van, car, truck, etc.). 

 Story retelling  : beginning/ middle/ end, making 
 predictions: 

 ●  Read a book, and after the story, identify 
 what happened at the beginning, middle, 
 and end. 

 ●  Create a sock puppet show! Let each family 
 member make a sock puppet and put on a 
 show for each other! 

 ●  When reading a new story, stop partway 
 and have your child guess what will happen 
 next. Keep reading to find out if their 
 prediction was true! 

 Journal and picture  : create a drawing to match the 
 theme and describe it: 

 ●  Summer Friends 
 ●  Fun in the Sun 

 Backyard Adventures 
 My Favorite Summer Activity 

 Rhyming: 
 ●  Play a rhyming game with your family. Let 

 one person say a word, and then let 
 another person say a rhyming word. 

 ●  Read a book with rhyming words, and have 
 your child help you identify the rhyming 
 pairs. 

 ●  Put items that rhyme in a basket, and have 
 your child match the items that rhyme. 

 Language Development: 
 ●  Play Simon Says and give multiple directions 

 at a time (i.e., turn around, clap 3 times, and 
 stomp your feet) 

 ●  During mealtime or a car ride, practice 
 conversation skills of taking turns, talking, and 
 listening. 

 ●  Ask open-ended “WH” questions (who, what, 
 where, when, why) and encourage your 
 child to respond with detail. 

 Syllables: 
 ●  Grab a basket and put different objects 

 inside, hold up each object, and clap out 
 the syllables in each word. 

 ●  Go on a nature walk and collect things you 
 find on the way. When you get home, 
 stomp out the syllables in each nature item. 

 Independence: 
 ●  Open snack/lunch 
 ●  Putting on shoes 
 ●  Washing hands 
 ●  Managing backpack: 

 packing/zipping/carrying 
 ●  Cleaning up after self 
 ●  Following 2-step directions 



 Draw and write 
 about 
 something you 

 Play outside 
 every day. 

 Help make a 
 meal at your 
 house. 

 Go on a nature 
 hike. 

 Help set the 
 dinner table. 

 Try to learn 
 something 
 new. 

 Make up a new 
 game. 

 Count how 
 many stuffies. 

 Have a 
 playdate with a 
 friend/make a 
 new friend. 

 Try a new food. 

 Additional Documents to include: 

 Kindergarten and First Grade heart word list 

 Handwriting Without Tears letter formation reference sheet 
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 Rising 1st grade Summer Choice Board 

 Draw and write 
 letters, words 
 or numbers 
 with sidewalk 
 chalk. 

 Keep a journal 
 with drawings 
 and words 
 (Nature, travel 
 or my day 
 theme). 

 Draw or write 
 out the steps in 
 your morning 
 or evening 
 routine like 
 ours at school. 
 Post and follow 
 it. 

 Dig for worms 
 after the rain. 

 Fill in numbers 
 on your June 
 calendar. 

 Visit your local 
 library and 
 check out 
 some books. 

 Start a nature 
 collection. 
 (Rocks, sticks, 
 pine cones, 
 etc). 

 Look for 
 numbers on a 
 walk around 
 your 
 neighborhood. 

 Count 
 backwards 
 when you 
 brush your 
 teeth. Can you 
 start from 10? 
 20? Even 
 higher? 

 Collect rocks, 
 sticks, or other 
 natural 
 material. Sort 
 them, count 
 them, make a 
 pattern out of 
 them. Get 
 creative! 

 Make a 
 hopscotch with 
 sidewalk chalk. 
 Play by 
 yourself or 
 someone. 

 Write a letter to 
 one of your 
 teachers. 

 Play a card or 
 board game 
 with your 
 family. 

 Read a book 
 outside! 

 Practice your 
 magic c letters 
 in your orange 
 writing book. 
 (c, o, a, d, g, 
 q). 

 Collect rocks, 
 sticks, or other 
 natural 
 material. Use 
 them as loose 
 parts to write 
 heart words. 

 Read a picture 
 book to a 
 stuffie. Either 
 read the words 
 or tell the story 
 by reading the 
 pictures. 

 Fill in numbers 
 on the July 
 calendar. 

 In the car: See 
 how high you 
 can count 
 when waiting 
 at a red light. 
 Count by 1’s, 
 2’s, 5’s, 10’s. 

 Read a book or 
 have someone 
 read a book to 
 you. Then 
 illustrate your 
 favorite part. 

 What do you 
 do to get ready 
 for bed? 
 Write/draw 
 your nighttime 
 routine.  Hang 
 it up so you 
 can see it 
 every night. 

 Find an insect 
 outside in your 
 yard. Follow it 
 with your eyes 
 for as long as 
 you can. 
 Optional: write 
 a story or draw 
 pictures about 
 what you saw. 

 Count your 
 shoes (by 2’s). 
 Count 
 someone 
 else’s shoes in 
 your house. 
 Who has 
 more? Who 
 has less? 

 Write a note to 
 someone in 
 your house. 

 Build a fort! 
 Read or write 
 inside your fort 
 with a 
 flashlight. 



   Kindergarten Heart Word List   

 is  have  *put 

 his  look  *how 

 and  go  *saw 

 the  he  *what 

 as  she  *want 

 has  my  *does 

 am  by  *come 

 see  of  *from 

 a  for  *all 

 I  are  *who 

 you  to  *they 

 was  do 



   First Grade Heart Word List   
 *Read-only. Spelling Mastery is not expected. 

 they  its  out  kind 

 from  by  about  old 

 all  one  give  wild 

 saw  done  live  bolt 

 why  none  very  their 

 what  here  every  own 

 how  there  gone  which 

 want  where  could  rich 

 her  some  would  such 

 who  come  should  much 

 you  tall  two  *other 

 your  mall  to  *mother 

 say  ball  too  *brother 

 says  talk  once  *another 

 said  walk  always  *again 

 even  chalk  been  *against 

 odd  straw  goes  *our 

 any  claw  does  *hour 

 many  draw  most  *because 
 *denotes READ ONLY words 
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 Rising 2nd Grade Summer Phonics/ELA 

 Choose  5 different heart 
 words  and write them in 
 sand  or 
 write them in your favorite 
 color. 

 Search for 10  beginning 
 blends  from a book that 
 you are reading and write 
 them down. 

 Write 5  closed  and  magic 
 E  words on post-it notes. 
 (ex. cut / cute) 

 Complete a  Five Finger 
 Retell  for a book you are 
 reading. 

 Write the following 
 syllables  on individual 
 post it notes or index 
 cards. Have your child 
 read  the syllables. Then 
 put the syllables together 
 to make real words. 
 *cos   *mis  *in   *pan 

 * cake     *vade 
 *up   *date  *tume  *take 

 Frozen Syllable Statues  : 
 Say a word and play 
 music. Kids dance around 
 the room. When the music 
 stops, yell the syllable 
 type (e.g., “Closed!”). Kids 
 should freeze and shout a 
 matching word (e.g., “cat!” 
 for closed). 

 Choose 5 different  heart 
 words  to spell while 
 bouncing a ball  or  write 
 them with a white crayon 
 and paint over it. 

 Write 10  ending blends 
 from a book that you are 
 reading. 

 Independent Reading: 
 Read to a friend or stuffed 
 animal.  After, tell them 
 your favorite part, a 
 connection, setting, or 
 characters. 

 Word Family Freeze 
 Dance:  Play music and 
 call out a word family 
 (e.g.,  -ang, -ong, -ung, 
 -ank, -onk, -unk, -ing -ink, 
 ) . When music stops, 
 students freeze and call 
 out a matching word. 

 Bonus: Use themed 
 moves — e.g., “-unk” = 
 funky dance! 

 Record yourself 
 “teaching” the short vowel 
 rules floss, -dge, -tch, -ck 
 hooray. 
 Use the prompt……. 
 “  1 syllable  word 
 1 short vowel  and 
 NO consonant blockers 
 to spell 
 ___ (i.e. /ch/)  use 
 _____(i.e. -tch) “ 

 Vowel Hokey Pokey 
 Use the short vowel 
 sounds interchangeably 
 as you sing.  (e.g., /a/, /e/, 
 /i/, /o/, /u/) 
 Sing and move: 

 You put your /ă/ in, 
 you take your /ă/ 
 out, you say a word 
 like ‘cat’ and you 
 shout it all about! 

 Find 10  two-syllable 
 words in a book and write 
 them on a sticky note. 

 Swat the Word: Tape 
 word family words  (e.g., 
 -ang, -ong, -ung, -ank, 
 -onk, -unk, -ing -ink) 
 around the room. Call out 
 a word or a sound. 
 Students use fly swatters 
 or pool noodles to “swat” 
 the correct word. 

 Retelling  : Read a good fit 
 book you enjoy. Act it out 
 in front of a mirror with 
 lots of expression. 

 Choose 5 different  heart 
 words  and type them on 
 the computer  or  use 
 play-doh. 

 Independent Reading - 
 Read like a Teacher: 
 Read a good fit book like 
 a teacher for 5 - 10 
 minutes. 

 Bossy R  Freeze Dance- 
 Play music and  let kids 
 dance. Pause the music 
 and call out a bossy r like 
 or, ur, er, ir). Students will 
 call out a word with that 
 rule, like nurse. 

 Say a word with a  prefix 
 or suffix  . The students 
 will act out the word. 
 Prefix choices include re, 
 mis, dis, un. Suffix choices 
 include ing, s ful, less. 

 Journal Prompt:  Would 
 you rather it always be 
 Halloween or Valentine’s 
 Day? (3-5 sentences) 
 Check for  swag  ! 



 Write the following 
 syllables  on individual 
 post it notes or index 
 cards. Have your child 
 read  the syllables. Then 
 put the syllables together 
 to make real words: 
 *re  *tu  *i   *ho  *pa 
 *lip  *mote  *rish  *per 
 *tel 

 Journal Prompt:  Would 
 you rather win a gold 
 medal at the Olympics or 
 be a famous singer? (3-5 
 sentences) Check for 
 swag! 

 Write the following 
 syllables  on individual 
 post it notes or index 
 cards. Have your child 
 read  the syllables. Then 
 put the syllables together 
 to make real words. 

 *pan  *plen   *par   *cur 
 *win  *ty  *  sy   t*y   *ly 
 *dy 

 Independent Reading: 
 Read a good fit book and 
 record  yourself reading for 
 5-10 minutes. 

 Bossy R Hopscotch  : 
 Draw a hopscotch board 
 with all the r-controlled 
 vowels. 
 As you jump on each 
 square, say a word that 
 has that bossy r sound. 
 (e.g., "c  ar  ," "b  ir  d," "f  or  k", 
 “f  er  n”, “t  ur  n”) 

 Story Elements: Act It 
 Out Theater 

 After reading a story, 
 assign roles: character, 
 setting, problem, etc. Kids 
 act out the parts while the 
 rest of the group guesses 
 the story elements. 

 Journal Prompt:  Would 
 you rather go to the 
 dentist or the doctor? (3-5 
 sentences) Check for 
 swag! 

 I Spy:  Use a favorite book 
 to play I Spy. Read your 
 book and find 5 -ck 
 hooray and 5 floss words. 

 Journal Prompt:  What is 
 the most exciting thing 
 you have done this 
 summer? (3-5 sentences) 
 Check for swag! 

 Ask someone you 
 love to read you a 
 story! 



   First Grade Heart Word List   
 *Read-only. Spelling Mastery is not expected. 

 they  its  out  kind 

 from  by  about  old 

 all  one  give  wild 

 saw  done  live  bolt 

 why  none  very  their 

 what  here  every  own 

 how  there  gone  which 

 want  where  could  rich 

 her  some  would  such 

 who  come  should  much 

 you  tall  two  *other 

 your  mall  to  *mother 

 say  ball  too  *brother 

 says  talk  once  *another 

 said  walk  always  *again 

 even  chalk  been  *against 

 odd  straw  goes  *our 

 any  claw  does  *hour 

 many  draw  most  *because 
 *denotes READ ONLY words 
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 2nd Grade Heart Words 

 only 
 county 
 new 
 also 
 country 
 know 
 learn 
 people 
 brought 
 no 
 knight 
 purple 
 around 
 one 
 circle 
 night 
 though 
 gentle 
 won 
 other 
 already 
 scissors 
 cousin 
 woman 
 mother 
 among 
 women 
 brother 
 another 
 parent 
 cereal 
 sugar 
 promise 
 watch 
 sister 
 meant 
 write 
 right 
 often 
 friend 
 father 

 bought 
 answer 
 by 
 sure 
 else 
 buy 
 were 
 fase 
 bye 
 board 
 listen 
 again 
 broad 
 front 
 against 
 whose 
 water 
 view 
 who’s 
 orange 
 police 
 caught 
 color 
 because 
 pretty 
 money 
 taught 
 daughter 
 beauty 
 foe 
 through 
 above 
 beautiful 
 naughty 
 library 
 please 
 across 
 length 
 thought 
 great 
 rough 

 danger 
 break 
 tough 
 manager 
 mail 
 enough 
 hoe 
 merry 
 male 
 angel 
 month 
 pail 
 marry 
 busy 
 pale 
 about 
 ocean 
 sea 
 always 
 island 
 see 
 teacher 
 world 
 meat 
 once 
 whole 
 meet 
 because 
 hole 
 toe 
 get 
 where 
 thought 
 doe 
 knew 
 question 
 region 
 major 



 3rd Grade Homophones Set One: 

 flour  flower 

 sail  sale 

 pail  pale 

 mail  male 

 pain  pane 

 main  mane 

 waist  waste 

 tail  tale 

 maid  made 

 hay  hey 

 stair  stare 

 pair  pare 

 bear  bare 

 our  hour 



 3rd Grade Heart Words: (Set One) 

 bury  calf  half  carrot  chocolate 

 dough  syrup  onion  special  tissue 

 court  familiar  folk  tongue  muscle 

 schedule  sign  skiing  worry  worse 

 thorough  belief  believe  wreck  build 

 chews  choose  loose  wear  wore 
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 SUMMER READING REQUIRED ASSIGNMENT - Rising 4th Grade 

 This year, you’ve grown into thoughtful and creative readers—completing book reports, 
 selecting just-right books,and sharing your thinking in meaningful ways. To continue 
 growing as readers, you will choose one book and complete a Pizza Project based on that 
 book. The book you select must be one you’ve never read before, but beyond that—you 
 have the freedom to choose! A list of suggestions is included if you need inspiration. 

 In addition to this project book, be sure to read one more book of your choice over the 
 summer. 

 PIZZA PROJECT INSTRUCTIONS 

 To show your understanding of the book you selected, you’ll create a Pizza Project using a 
 pizza box and the materials provided (paper pizza slices). Be creative, thoughtful,and 
 detailed! 

 A. Pizza Box Cover (Outside) 
 Design the front of your box like a brand-new book cover. It should include: 

 ●  The title of your book 
 ●  The author’s name 
 ●  Original artwork inspired by the story 

 B. Pizza Slices (Inside Bottom of the Box) 
 Cut out the pizza slices and answer the prompt for each slice using words and drawings. 
 Use both sides of each slice if needed: 

 ●  Slice #1: Draw an important figure from your book. Write four character traits to 
 describe them. 

 ●  Slice #2:Write one thing you learned from the book. 
 ●  Slice #3: Retell the story in at least 25 words. 
 ●  Slice #4: Choose a new vocabulary word. Define it and draw a picture that shows 

 what it means. 
 ●  Slice #5: Share your favorite quote or fact from the book. 
 ●  Slice #6: Explain why you chose this book. 
 ●  Slice #7:Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not? 



 PRESENTATION DAY 

 When we return to school in the fall, we’ll celebrate your hard work with a fun and 
 delicious pizza party on presentation day! You’ll get the chance to showcase your project 
 and share your book with classmates. 

 From Mr. Veazey’s Summer Suggestions: 

 Ada’s Violin: The Story of the Recycled 
 Orchestra of Paraguay (Hood/Comport) 

 El Deafo (Bell) 
 Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated 

 Adventures (DiCamillo/Campbell) 
 Magnolia Wu Unfolds It All (Miller) 

 Odder (Applegate) 
 A Place Inside of Me: A Poem to Heal the 

 Heart (Elliott/Denmon) 
 Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing (Blume) 
 Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race Massacre 

 (Weatherford/Cooper) 
 Words with Wings (Grimes) 



 ●  Slice #1: Draw an important figure from your book. Write four character traits to 
 describe them. 



 Slice #2:Write one thing you learned from the book. 



 ●  Slice #3: Retell the story in at least 25 words. 



 ●  Slice #4: Choose a new vocabulary word. Define it and draw a picture that shows 
 what it means. 



 Slice #5: Share your favorite quote or fact from the book. 



 Slice #6: Explain why you chose this book. 



 Slice #7:Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not? 



 Extra slice - in case of need. 


