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Richland School District Community Facilities Task Force 
Reviews School Funding and Community Input at Third Meeting 

Committee of community members, parents, staff, and students to deliver recommendations to 
the District by September 22, 2026 

RICHLAND, WA – The Richland School District Community Facilities Task Force (CFTF) held 
its third meeting on June 15, 2026, continuing its work to develop long-range facilities planning 
recommendations for the district’s administration and Board of Directors. The committee of 
community members, parents, staff, and student representatives is working toward a final report 
due on or before September 22, 2026. 

The meeting centered on two themes: how school construction and improvements are funded in 
Washington State, and what the district’s stakeholders have said about facility needs through 
surveys, focus groups, and building-level engagement. 

Understanding How School Facilities Are Funded 

Cory Plager, Managing Director at D.A. Davidson & Co., led the committee through the primary 
tools available to Washington school districts: educational programs and operations levies, 
capital projects levies, and voter-approved bonds. Members reviewed the key distinctions 
among them, most notably that bonds, which fund new construction and major renovation, 
require a 60 percent supermajority, while levies require a simple majority. 

The presentation placed the district’s recent measures in historical context, including the bond 
approved by voters in 2017 and a 2023 bond refinancing that saved local taxpayers more than 
$1.7 million. Members also reviewed how assessed property values, bond ratings, interest 
rates, and bond structure shape what a district can finance. The district’s total local school tax 
rate has declined in recent years, from $5.55 per $1,000 of assessed value in 2018 to $3.87 in 
2026. 

Listening to the Community and Staff 

Task Force members reviewed input gathered from across the district. The Spring 2026 
stakeholder survey drew responses from nearly 700 participants consisting of parents and 
guardians, employees, students, and community members. Facility safety and security 
improvements and the modernization and preservation of older campuses emerged as the two 
highest community priorities. 

Members also reviewed findings from in-person staff focus groups as well as building-level 
feedback gathered from leaders at many of the district’s campuses. Common themes included 
the need for more reliable heating and cooling systems, activity space upgrades, updates to 



 
 

aging spaces and finishes, and other dedicated improvements at some of the districts’ older 
campuses. 

Confirming the District’s Investment in Maintenance 

The committee also reviewed the district’s spending on building maintenance and operations 
compared to statewide averages. Using Washington’s standardized financial reporting data, the 
analysis showed that Richland devotes approximately 6.1 percent of its operating expenditures 
to maintenance and facilities support; closely in line with the statewide averages. The 
comparison confirms that the district has consistently invested in preserving its existing 
buildings at a level comparable to districts across the state. 

Facilities Recommendations and State Assistance 

The district’s facilities department shared its highest-priority recommendations, which focus on 
the oldest buildings and on systems nearing the end of their useful life. These include 
comprehensive renovation or replacement of facilities such as Chief Joseph Middle School, 
Carmichael Middle School, the Early Learning Center, and Rivers Edge High School, along with 
roofing and mechanical-system replacements at several older campuses. 

Members closed with an overview of Washington’s School Construction Assistance Program 
(SCAP), which provides partial state funding for qualifying construction and modernization 
projects.  

Looking Ahead 

When the Task Force reconvenes in July, members will evaluate current and projected school 
capacities based on enrollment forecasts. Like most districts across the state, despite 
increasing community populations across Richland and West Richland, student enrollment 
numbers are showing a slight decline. The committee learned that home school numbers have 
remained flat over recent years, in line with pre-pandemic numbers. While private school 
enrollment has edged up slightly, the leading factor impacting enrollment is declining birth rates, 
which has sank by over 15% in recent years in Benton County, mirroring statewide trends. 

Following a capacity review, the Task Force will then begin identifying a preliminary list of 
project needs, developing early cost estimates, and shaping draft program options.  

“This meeting gave us a clear-eyed look at both the needs in our buildings and the realities 
of how we pay for improvements,” said Matthew Parkhill, Chair of the Community Facilities 
Task Force. “Our job is to bring those two pictures together and recommend a plan that is 
responsible, transparent, and grounded in what our community has told us.” 

Community members can learn more about the Task Force and the long-range facilities 
planning process at www.rsd.edu/district/facilities-planning. 
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