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Say Hello to Dr. Taylor Wiggins
Connecticut River Academy, Class of 2013

When her mom announced to Taylor that she

Ns ‘ : ) was transferring to a new school, Taylor was
. not happy. A new school? Uniforms? Taylor
Florida ; immediately went into resistance mode
NOVA SOUTHEAS SouTHE causing daily morning mgyhem and pledging
to herself, “Yep, I'm going back to my old

school.” Taylor's mom held firm; Taylor

adjusted, and Taylor recalls, “I end[ed] up
loving it.”

Taylor entered Goodwin University Magnet School System (GUMSS) from the Windsor
Public School District. Although she struggled at first, both academically and socially, in
her senior year Taylor began to think seriously about her future “Okay, Taylor.”, she
lectured herself in earnest, “You want to go to college. You can't be misbehaving.” - she
started to take advantage of the resources and support available to her at Connecticut
River Academy (CTRA).

She recalls the support that she received from Director JT Foster, her favorite, “I really
struggled with English, and he helped me with my English - my writings, my essays.”
Taylor also recalls the support she received from her guidance counselors, Mr. Foran
and Ms. Gavin, “They enrolled me into the college classes here at Goodwin [University],
so | was able to take some college classes...| was able to get into the feng shui of college
because | started here in high school.”



Taylor graduated high school with seven (7) no-cost college credits. She graduated in
2016 from Central Connecticut State University (CCSU) with a Bachelor of Arts in
Criminology and completed her Master of Science in Criminal Justice in 2018, also at
CCSU. Taylor then entered the world of work, but four years into her work/life journey
her desire to earn a doctorate degree resurfaced - still working full-time, Taylor
enrolled at Nova Southeastern University where, in 2025, she completed her doctoral
degree in Criminal Justice.

Today, Taylor still maintains her full-time employment position. She has also added the
role of college professor to her life accomplishments - she teaches online for Colorado
Technical University and Nova Southeastern University, her alma mater. In speaking of
her experience with online teaching Taylor shared, “My students come from all over the
country...they have different time zones...the majority of my students are actually
older...I had a student who was actually in a halfway house.” Hearing the enthusiasm in
Taylor's voice and seeing the expression on her face as she spoke about teaching was
an illustration of the difference between having a job and having a career.

When asked what she would say to those thinking about attending CTRA, Taylor
responded, “l would tell them, ‘Don't be afraid. | know it's the idea of, hey, I'm going
somewhere new. I'm leaving my friends. And | tell them all the time, ‘Your friends will
always be there. Think about your future.”

Dr. Taylor Wiggins - the young girl who traveled from being a young scholar resistive to
change to the young woman who has become a changemaker.

Dr. Wiggins' interview can be viewed on the Goodwin University Magnet School System
YouTube channel!

Thank You!

At this writing, thirty-six (36) alumni have registered to serve as capstone judges this
year. Thank you! We invite others to join this very important event:

Friday, May 15, 2026
12:30 PM - 2:30 PM, followed by lunch
(Please arrive by 12 Noon)
Connecticut River Academy
9 Riverside Drive
East Hartford, CT 06118

To register to serve as a Capstone Judge, please click here.



https://youtu.be/CaQJG7QTFok?si=bwik7H1dBDEEvg7f
https://youtu.be/CaQJG7QTFok?si=bwik7H1dBDEEvg7f
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdMzGR-HB2rP_nysI_ph4ZZx_HUOoce4vQewEUlzUJjcSE8jA/viewform

“Smaller Schools, Closer Community”

Goodwin University Magnet School System (GUMSS) is hosting a district-wide special
event to celebrate our amazing community.

Come - bring your family - and enjoy of food and exciting activities as we come together
to lift up the GUMSS family.

"Smaller Schools, Closer Community"
Tuesday - April 7, 2026
Connecticut River Academy (CTRA)
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
9 Riverside Drive
East Hartford, CT 06881

To register for this event, please click here.

Employment Opportunity

GUMSS is hiring Bi-Lingual Registration Support Staff member. The essential role of this
position is welcoming newly accepted families coming to GUMSS by ensuring a smooth,
supportive onboarding experience. This position provides direct assistance during the
after-school registration window and helps families navigate required documentation,
district systems, and next steps in the enrollment process. Spanish-speaking
candidates are strongly preferred to support our multilingual families. Here's a
snapshot of this position:

Bi-Lingual Registration Support Staff (Spanish Speaker Preferred)
Stipend Position - $1,500

Start Date: Upon hire

Schedule: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 4:00-6:00 PM
Location: Central Office

If you are interested in learning more about this position, please contact

Dan Moleti

Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources & Talent
Goodwin Magnet School System

417 Main St, East Hartford, CT 06118

O:(860) 913-2225 | C: (860) 373-8432
dmoleti@goodwinmagnetsystem.org
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Women'’s History Month

March is Women'’s History Month. During this month we pay honor to the many women
who have contributed our world. Below are women of diverse backgrounds whose
contributions are powerful, purposeful, and often overlooked.

Heather Booth

Organizer « Civil Rights Strategist

For more than five decades, Heather Booth has trained organizers, strengthened
movements, and supported communities fighting for justice. Her behind-the-scenes
leadership has shaped civil rights, women'’s rights, and economic equity efforts across
the nation.

Dolores Huerta Jr.

Educator - Community Advocate

Following her own path in education and youth empowerment, Dolores Huerta Jr. has
dedicated her career to supporting students, families, and community organizations.
Her work reflects the enduring strength and creativity of Latina women building
opportunity from the ground up.

Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett

Immunologist « Public Health Advocate

A pioneering scientist whose research helped lay the foundation for mRNA vaccine
development. Dr. Corbett's work reflects the brilliance and leadership of Black women
in STEM, and her commitment to public health continues to inspire future generations.

Helen Zia

Journalist « Asian American & LGBTQ+ Rights Advocate

Helen Zia's reporting and activism have brought national attention to anti-Asian
violence, civil rights, and LGBTQ+ equality. Her voice has shaped public understanding
and helped build coalitions for justice and visibility.

Dr. Vandana Shiva

Environmental Leader * Food Sovereignty Scholar

A global advocate for ecological sustainability and seed rights, Dr. Shiva has spent
decades defending biodiversity and empowering rural communities. Her work
highlights the vital role of Indian women in environmental and social justice
movements.
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