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126th Commencement

Processional 

Welcome 
Leslie Ginsparg Klein, Ph.D. 

Dean & Chief Academic Officer 

Invocation 
Alissa Thomas-Newborn, BCC  

Director of Spiritual Care Studies 
 

Opening Remarks 
Zev Eleff, Ph.D., President  

David B. Brawer, Chairman, Board of Governors 

Alumni Speaker 
Joshua Bergerson, Ed.D.   

Doctoral Hooding by Faculty
 

Degree Conferral 
Zev Eleff, Ph.D. 

Leslie Ginsparg Klein, Ph.D. 

Student Speaker 
Leah Dukes, Ph.D.  

Closing Remarks 
Naomi Housman, Ed.M. 

Director of Institutional Advancement 
 

Recessional

Full-Time Faculty and Program Directors
Ayal Feinberg, B.A. (Trinity College); M.A. (Herzliya IDC, Reichman University);  
   �Ph.D. (University of North Texas); Director, Center for Holocaust Studies and Human 

Rights; Associate Professor of Political Science & Antisemitism Studies
Brendan Goldman, B.A. (New York University); M.A. (Johns Hopkins University);  
   �Ph.D. (Johns Hopkins University); Director, Jewish Studies Programs; Assistant Professor 

of Jewish Studies
Donna Guerin, B.A. (Temple University), MLIS (University of Pittsburgh),  
   Ed.D. (Gratz College); Director of Doctor in Educational Leadership Program
Allison Joseph, B.A. (Barnard, JTS), M.A. (Emory), Ph.D. (UC Berkeley);  
   Director, Digital Scholarship; Associate Professor of Bible
Lindsay Katzir, B.A. (Oklahoma University), M.A. (University of Central Oklahoma),  
   �Ph.D. (Louisiana State University); Assistant Director, Jewish Studies; Assistant  

Professor of Jewish Literature
Leslie Ginsparg Klein, B.A. (Yeshiva University), M.A. (New York University),  
   Ph.D. (New York University); Dean; Associate Professor of Jewish History and Education 
Philip Moore, B.A. (Syracuse University); M.F.A. (Goddard College); Ed.D. (Gratz College); 
   �Director, M.Ed., M.S. in Teaching Practice, M.S. in Special Education; Associate  

Professor of Education
Ruth N. Sandberg, B.A. (Bryn Mawr College); Rabbi (Reconstructionist Rabbinical College);  
   Ph.D. (University of Pennsylvania); Leonard and Ethel Landau Professor of Rabbinics
Alissa Thomas-Newborn, B.C.C. (Neshama: Association of Jewish Chaplains), Rabbanit 
   (Yeshivat Maharat), B.A. (Brandeis University); Director of Spiritual Care Studies 

Executive Staff
Zev Eleff, Ph.D., President  
   Tom Cipriano, Jr., B.S., Manager, Business Operations & Facilities 
   Lori Cohen, B.F.A., Director of Marketing and Design 
   Donna Guerin, Ed.D, MLIS, Director of Student and Faculty Affairs 
   Naomi Housman, Ed.M., Director of Institutional Advancement 
   Jade Jackman, M.A., Registrar 
   Leslie Ginsparg Klein, Ph.D., Dean & Chief Academic Officer 
   Suzette Martinez-Quilles, M.B.A., Director of Campus Security 
   Scott Minkoff, M.A., Director of Information Technology 
   Allie Resnick, Ed.D., Chief Operating Officer

Gratz College Community

Board of Governors 2025-2026
David B. Brawer, Chair
Jonathan L. Levin, Esq., ‘66, Vice-Chair
Shelly LaPrince, Ph.D., Vice-Chair
Bernard “Buz” Eizen, Esq., Treasurer 
Kathy Elias, ‘09, Secretary
Jay Dorsch, Esq.
Dr. Arthur Feldman
Rabbi Albert Gabbai
David Gordon
Sharon F. Liebhaber, Esq.
Sandra Lilienthal, Ed.D., ‘14, ‘07
Leon L. Levy, L.H.D. (h.c.)

Jonathan Mandell
Michelle Portnoff, Esq., ‘77,  
Lisa Richman, Ed.D., ‘22 
Zipora Schorr, Ed.D., ‘17
Melissa Shusterman
Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D. 
Saul Wachs, Ph.D., ‘51
David H. Weinstein, Esq.,  
Rabbi Eric Yanoff
Zev Eleff, Ph.D., ex officio, President
Donna Guerin, Faculty Representative

315 York Road
Jenkintown, PA 19046
215-635-7300
gratz.edu



Graduate Subject Prizes

Named Prizes
L. Bernard Rabinowitz Memorial 
Award 
Jacqueline Spector Gardner

Rabbi Joel S. and Sylvia Mintz  
Geffen Prize
Zachary Babins 

Jonathan and Susan Rosenbaum 
Prize
Yael Saphira Silver

Greenberg Prize for  
Commitment to Social Justice 
and Holocaust Studies
Michael Kevin Denning 

Samuel and Bessie Star  
Memorial Prize 
Amanda Kirk

Maria Theresa Anderson
Amber M. Bachman
Kent Riley Bergin
Joshua Preston Bicknell
Gail Bohensky
Sherri Boisselle
Carli  Borofsky
Maureen M. Burke
Carla Marisa Cancelliere
Joseph Robert Cawley
Aaryn Aneese Clerk
Arielle Cutler
Marla Nicole Determan
Olivia M. DiPrimio
Frieda Dweck
Eliana Fishman
Sydney Eliza Foster
Robert R. Frinzi
Aimee Goldenberg

Hillary Hargraves-Dix
Sean Michael Hartman
Dorri Herrmann
Avital Aliza Hochster
Emily Westlake Jablonski
Nori Henis Jacobson
Jensin Jose
Adrienne G. Kametz
MaryEileen Kirchner
Blair Matthew Klumpp
Katherine Kotsopoulos
Sophie Love Koval
Alexis Kylie Krecko
Valerie Jones Kriger
Amy L. Kuhlman
Hodayah Kuighadoush 
Dahlia LaBan
Ashley Sable Lee
Lindsay Mahon

Meagan Ashley Kinneer
Cecilia McGill
Melissa Christine Meyer
Tammy Miller
Jenna L. Neary
Laurel Thi Nguyen
Crystal Rae  
Onichimowski
Carrie Marie Peterson
Taylor Morgan Polkowitz 
Samantha Rodriguez
Miriam H. Roochvarg
Paige Rubakh
Anna Maria Schuck
Devorah Michal Seltzer
Rachel Gabrielle Singer
Jesse Benjamin  
Taylor-Waldman

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION IN LEADERSHIP

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Sunshine Tejada Fineman
Yael Janina  
Horowitz-Tamir
Amanda Thomas Kirk

Edwena Leite
Dianne L. Mandel
Andrew Michael  
Pellegrino

Allison Kramer Resnick
Hilla Lili Tambour 
Ben-Nissan
Tamika A. Williams

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Moishe Fischl
Michal Bracha Goode
Keith Joseph Sisterhenm

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN TEACHING PRACTICE 
Kate Huynh
Kyra Panchison

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN HOLOCAUST & GENOCIDE STUDIES

Moshe Barides
Michael Kevin Denning
Leah Loney Dukes

Orly Fuerst 
Melissa Dawn Mikel
Tami Peterson

Micaela Elizabeth  
Procopio

Jacqueline Carrillo 
Bartha
Lee Ann Blazer
Akiva Noach Erezim
Shelby Marie Fechtman
Mindy Margulies  
Gotterer

Susan Beverly Kuklin
Emilio Mendelavich
Andra Kristine Sipols 
Minor
Ellie Pearlman
Kathryn Judith Seu

Anna Marie Smith
Lauren Elise Gieseking 
Smith
Gianna Marie Venturini

MASTER OF ARTS IN HOLOCAUST & GENOCIDE STUDIES

MASTER OF ARTS IN JEWISH STUDIES
Zachary Babins
Georgia Clifton
David Ferleger

Jacqueline Spector 
Gardner
Emily Hoffman

Simon Raskin
Barrie Rein Thunemann

MASTER OF ARTS IN JEWISH PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 
Alison Barnett King
Phoenix Sarah Matarazzo

Yael Saphira Silver Benyamin Yaakov  
Vineburg

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN JEWISH STUDIES
Marie Isabelle Reed

MASTER OF ARTS IN HUMAN RIGHTS
Amy Beth Silver

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT
Chana Ben-Abraham
Sarah Middleton Davis
Justin Andrew Polk

Doris Singer Zoot
Terri Lynn Travers

Gratz College gratefully acknowledges the  
generosity of the Midcareer Fellowship in  
supporting the education of professionals  
in the Jewish community.

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES September 2025 - May 2026

Fellowships
Samuel P. Mandell Fellowship in Holocaust and Genocide Studies
Akiva Erezim, M.A. in Holocaust and Genocide Studies    
Anna Marie Smith,  M.A. in Holocaust and Genocide Studies

MidCareer Fellowship
Chana Ben-Abraham 
Sarah Middleton Davis 
Alison Barnett King
Justin Andrew Polk

Miriam H. Roochvarg 
Yael Saphira Silver 
Doris Singer Zoot  
Terri Lynn Travers

Educational Leadership (Ed.D.)
Dianne L. Mandel  
Allison Kramer Resnick

Education (M.Ed.) 
Frieda Dweck 
Blair Matthew Klumpp 

Holocaust and Genocide Studies 
(Ph.D.) 
Leah Loney Dukes 
Tami Peterson 

Holocaust and Genocide Studies 
(M.A.) 
Anna Marie Smith

Human Rights (M.A.) 
Amy Beth Silver 

NonProfit Management (M.S.) 
Justin Andrew Polk 

Jewish Studies (M.A.) 
Georgia Clifton

Special Education (M.S.) 
Keith Joseph Sisterhenm


