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Strath Haven Middle School 6th Grade
Summer Reading Assignment 2026

Assignment Directions: There are 2 parts to your summer reading assignment this year. In
addition to reading the book, all students must complete the double-entry journal on the next
page. The journal will be handed in the first week of school and used to complete the first
language arts writing assignment of the year.

Summer Reading Assignment Directions

Read the book carefully. Use post-it notes to mark any significant quotes
Part 1: Read! that show you the personality of the main character, the setting, the
: : conflict, and the overall theme/life lesson of the text. Tip: Keep a stack of
post-it notes in the inside cover of your book!
Part 2: The double-entry journal gives you space to provide direct quotes about
Double-Entr specific literary elements in the text and space to explain the importance
Journal y of each quote. You will need your completed double entry journal to
complete your first graded ELA assignment of the year!

Be sure to bring your printed double entry journal to school on the first week. If you have your book
or Kindle, bring that as well.

What is a double-entry journal? A double-entry journal is a reading and writing strategy that helps
you actively engage with a text by recording both what you read and your thinking about it.

It is usually set up in a two-column format:
¢ Right side (Text/Notes): Students write a quote, piece of text, or key idea from the text.
e Left side (Response/Thinking): Students respond to that quote with their reactions,
thoughts, questions, connections, inferences, or analysis.

Example from The Sixth Grade Nickname Game by Gordon Korman

Prompt Explanation Direct Text Evidence
. . . “For the rest of the afternoon,
| can infer that Jeff is excited Jeff floated on the sea of
Character: and hopeful about spending ossibilities. With Wiley at the
: time with Cassandra because P : y

What character doctor’s office, he was

(personality) trait(s) are
revealed in the direct
quote?

Explain your answer.

the text said, “Jeff floated on
the sea of possibilities.” Also, |
think Jeff may have a crush on
Cassandra, as he seems
nervous about being alone
with her and views it as almost
like a “date.”

Cassandra’s automatic best
friend for the day. It was
almost a date - except the
word “date” terrified him. Just
thinking it made his teeth
chatter and his throat close
up” (Korman 100).
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Directions: As you read, identify quotes that help you understand the book better.
Focus on the main character, setting, conflict, and theme of the text.

You should collect at least 4 different quotes in total.
In your journal below, answer each prompt using at least 2 complete sentences.
Choose 1 quote to support each of your answers.
You may either write your responses by hand, or you may type your work.

Prompt
Respond to each
prompt below in the
explanation and text
evidence columns.

Explanation
In 2-3 complete sentences, respond
to the prompt in the first column
here.

Direct Text Evidence
Copy a quote directly from the book.
This quote should support your
explanation. Remember to state the
page number, too!

Main Character:
What character
(personality)
trait(s) are revealed
in the direct quote?
How do you know?

Setting:
What details in the
quote help you
visualize the
setting?

How does the
setting affect the
events of the
story?

Conflict:

What problem is
revealed in the
quote?

How does it affect
the main
character?
How does the
character respond?

Theme:

What life lesson does
the author reveal in
this quote?
What does the
author want you (the
reader) to learn at
the end of the story?
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Rising 7th Grade
GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Directions: As you read, identify quotes in the text that show the listed literary elements related to character.
Write these direct quotes and analyze their overall meaning for the text as well as how the author develops
that meaning. This graphic organizer is optional to help you keep track of your thoughts as you read this
summer.

. 1 Direct Text Evidence _ Ana-lys1s
Literary Element e Explanation of the meaning of the quote and how
Please use proper MLA citations. .
the author develops that meaning.
Character
Dialogue or
Speech
Internal Character
Thoughts

Character Trait
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Rising 7th Grade
GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
. 1 Direct Text Evidence , Ana'lys1s
Literary Element Please Use proper MLA citations Explanation of the meaning of the quote and how
prop ' the author develops that meaning.
Character Action

Character’s
Effect on Others
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Rising 8th Grade
GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Directions: As you read, identify quotes in the text that relate to how the protagonist (character) changes.
Write these direct quotes and analyze their overall meaning for the text as well as how the author develops
that meaning. This graphic organizer is optional to help you keep track of your thoughts as you read this
summer.

Analysis
Explanation of the meaning of the quote and how
the author develops that meaning.

Direct Text Evidence
Please use proper MLA citations.

Area of focus

Character
Description

Character
Trait(s) at the
beginning of the
book

Character
Trait(s) at the end
of the book
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Rising 8th Grade
GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
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What caused the
characterto
change?
(plot events,
relationships with
other characters,
etc.)
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