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Commencement 

Exercises 

Saturday, May 23, 2026 • 10:00 a.m. 
Wayland Academy—Lindsay Auditorium

Beaver Dam, Wisconsin



COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM

PROCESSIONAL* 
Pomp and Circumstance  
by Edward Elgar, arr. James Ployhar 

Wayland Concert Band
Amy Throndsen H`14, Director

ALMA MATER*
Arranged by Rhonda Chalone

Wayland Concert Choir 

The audience is invited to join in singing the Alma Mater
The Wayland Academy Alma Mater

Like mighty guardians stand both day and night. 
Thy lofty pillars monuments to right. 

True to thy principles we shall e’er remain.
Wayland, O Wayland, we revere thy name. 

Thy lamp doth lead to knowledge of the word. 
Thy pen, for us, becomes a mighty sword. 

Knowledge and character doth thy shield proclaim. 
Wayland, O Wayland, we revere thy name. 

INVOCATION* James Cleary H`20, P`26
Chair of English, Dye Chair of Religion

WELCOME Luca Roetter Gresback `26  
President, Student Council

SALUTATORIAN ADDRESS Mandukhai Ritman `26

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER Dr. Victoria N. Folse 
President of Ripon College, WI

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
A Million Dreams  
by Pasek/Paul, arr. Brown

Wayland Concert Band
Amy Throndsen H`14

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS Jason Warnick P`29, Head of School
Carl Michaletz, Interim Academic Dean

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
Slipping Through My Fingers  
by Benny Anderson and Bjorn Alvaeus

Wayland Concert Choir
Andrew Estervig, Director

VALEDICTORIAN ADDRESS Lilith Reusch `26

CONFERRING DIPLOMAS Shelley Greenwood `73, Chair 
Wayland Board of Trustees 

PRESENTING DIPLOMAS Jason Warnick P`29, Head of School 

THE CHARGE Jason Warnick P`29, Head of School
BENEDICTION* James Cleary H`20, P`26

RECESSIONAL*
Fanfare and Recessional!  
by James Ployhar

Wayland Concert Band
Amy Throndsen H`14

* Audience Stands 



CLASS OF 2026
Wayland Academy and the school’s administration, faculty, staff, and the  

Board of Trustees are proud to present the Academy’s Class of 2026. 

Ne’kyle Kahnie Alfred Castries, Saint Lucia
Eldar Ali Astana, Kazakhstan
Thomas Allemand Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Alexa Arguello Naranjo Alajuela, Costa Rica
Afia Khanom Ava Dhaka, Bangladesh
Ava Barudin Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Ariel Battey New York City, New York
Emily Bislew Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Tavondre Bruns Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Jose Fabian Calvo Guevara Liberia, Guanacaste, Costa Rica
Nolan Cargen Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Javier Cid Perez Algete, Spain
Liam Robert Buswell Cleary Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Lucas Dominick Cristea-Rist Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Daumantas Dauksevicius Vilnius, Lithuania
Jacqueline Lee Fogarty Lexington, Kentucky
Genesis Garcia Ruiz Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Dylan Gatera Kigali, Rwanda
Hugo Gonzalez Arribas Madrid, Spain
Charlotte Hoar Portland, Oregon
Griyan Hughland Columbus, Wisconsin
Katie Joohye Hwang Seoul, Korea
Cynthia Ishimwe Kigali, Rwanda
Easton Keil Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Ella Kikkert Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Clayton Kroschel Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Saule Kupcinskaite Vilnius, Lithuania
Le Gia Huy Dong Nai Province, Viet Nam 
Jimin Lee Daegu, Korea
Liam Menning Dhahran, Saudi Arabia
Sierra Mietzel Columbus, Wisconsin
Nurzhan Murat Astana, Kazakhstan
Dang Nhat Nguyen Can Tho City, Viet Nam



Khanh Nguyen Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam 
Odin Nico Juneau, Wisconsin
Kennedy Norris Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Leonel Osorio Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Mario Padilla Ponce, Puerto Rico
Matias Pelayo Soto State of Mexico, Mexico
Anton Piuneu Dhahran, Saudi Arabia
Zehra Polat Rize, Turkey
Fereshta Qasemi Lisbon, Portugal
Lilith Reusch Madison, Wisconsin
Sadaf Rezaei Coimbra, Portugal
Regan Richardson Roseville, California
Mandukhai Ritman Jülich, Germany
Luca Roetter Gresback Hayward, Wisconsin
Elizabeth R. Strut Buffalo, New York
Alpha Oumar Sylla New York, New York
Dalena Suzanne Westenmeyer Beaver Dam, Wisconsin  
Lillian Westergaard  Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Shaobo Xue Beijing, China
Shaoxiong Xue Beijing, China
Harry Dohyun Yeo Seoul, South Korea

Junior Marshals
Daniel Brunstad `27 Eagle River, Wisconsin
Mary Whittier `27 Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Liana Zabolotna `27 Cherniiv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine

Dr. Victoria N. Folse was named the 14th president of Ripon College and 
began July 1, 2022, as the first woman formally inducted to the role. 
Upon hire, she also was awarded the rank of professor of psychology at 

Ripon while maintaining the title of Caroline F. Rupert Endowed Chair of 
Nursing Emerita at Illinois Wesleyan University. Dr. Folse has more than 30 

years of higher education experience and 15 years of healthcare administration experience. 
She came to Ripon from Illinois Wesleyan where she served in numerous leadership roles, 
including tenured full professor, director of the School of Nursing and Health Sciences, 
executive director of health and counseling and interim director of the School of Music. She 
received a Ph.D. in nursing with a concentration in research from Saint Louis University 
in 2002, a master’s degree in psychiatric nursing from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
in 1989 and a bachelor of science in nursing from Illinois Wesleyan University in 1986.

Dr. Victoria N. Folse President and Professor of Psychology 



Board of Trustees
Shelley Greenwood `73—Chair Chicago, Illinois
Dottie Jung `75—Vice Chair Minnetonka, Minnesota
Elizabeth Wallman `71, P`21—Vice Chair Madison, Wisconsin
David C. Larson `71—Treasurer Fort Myers, Florida
Michael C. VanHaren `82—Secretary Sussex, Wisconsin
Walter J. Burtis `08—Alumni Board President  Cedar Falls, Iowa
Jim Downing `94 Naperville, Illinois
Randall Harris II `13 Maywood, Illinois
James L. Janik ` 74 Scottsdale, Arizona
Patricia Martin `96 St. Louis, Missouri
Elizabeth W. Parker `72, P`06, `08 San Juan, Puerto Rico
Pete T. Patterson H`12 Houston, Texas
Rosina Samadani, Ph.D. `85 New York, New York
Burnett G. Sullivan `69 Mahtomedi, Minnesota
Pamela A. Swenson `81 Evanston, Illinois
Bethann Vaubel P`12, `14, `16 Green Lake, Wisconsin
Jennifer Wirtz `86 Golf, Illinois
Kim Holland Vienna, VA
John Unland `70 Driggs, ID
Jason Warnick Head of School, Ex Officio

Trustee Emeriti
Fred Bishop `57 Glencoe, Illinois
R. Scott Jones `63 Red Wing, Minnesota
William T. Luedke IV `70 Houston, Texas
John B. McKinstry H`10 Beaver Dam, Wisconsin

 �Indicates membership in the Cum Laude Society. Wayland Academy 
sponsors one of the oldest Cum Laude Society chapters in the nation. 

Cum Laude is recognized as the independent school equivalent of  
Phi Beta Kappa. Members of the Cum Laude Society are  

recognized by their gold honor cords.



FACULTY & STAFF
The faculty and staff walking in today’s processional are listed in the order of 
their appointment, following the Head of School. Faculty emeriti are listed in 

the order of their retirement. H` indicates an Honorary degree. 

Current
Jason Warnick P`29, M.A.  Head of School
Martha E. Kesler H`08, M.A. English
Paul J. Osvald H`11, M.A. Co-Chair of History/Social Studies

Kurt Walters H`11, B.A. Co-Chair of History/Social Studies

Liberty Bell H`14, P`27, M.P.A. Mathematics and 
History/Social Studies

Amy M. Throndsen H`14, M.M.Ed. Music
James Cleary H`20, P`26, M.Ed. Chair of English, Dye Chair of Religion

Elise Krause `04, Ph.D. Mathematics and  
History/Social Studies

Tyler J. Ratajczak P`25, `29 M.A. Associate Director of Advancement
Justin Behm M.Ed, BFA Director of Visual Arts

Carl J. Michaletz, B.A. Interim Academic Dean
Kayla Slusher, M.S. Dean of Students 
Andrew Estervig P`29, B.S. Chair of Fine & Performing Arts
Olga Johnson, P`27, M.A. Chair of Mathematics
Mandie Zopp, M.S. Director of Alumni Engagement  

& Academy Fund
Karyn Kroschel P`26, `27, B.S.N. Director of Health Services
Bryanna Michaletz `13, B.A. Associate Director of Admission

Director of Summer Experience
Seth Ahlborn, M.S. Mathematics
Marissa Hansen, B.A. Chemistry
Triscia Ladron, B.A., B.S. Chair of Science
Igor Proleiko, M.S. Physics
Omri West, M.S. Assistant Athletic Director,  

Graduate Assistant
Camille Cain, M.S. English
Landyn Heimerl `13, B.A. German
Rob MacLellan, M.A. Ed. Mathematics,  

Assistant Dean of Students 
Andrea Chesley, B.F.A. Dean of Enrollment  

and Financial Aid



Academic Procession
The academic procession of Wayland Academy follows procedures established 
during the Middle Ages. Academic regalia was first worn at a time when 
scholars also were clerics and wore the costumes of the monastic orders. 
Today, the gowns and hoods differ according to the degree. The cap, originally 
round, later became a square mortarboard; the Tam is reserved for the 
Doctorate degree.

Lisa Conde Fondeur, B.A. Chair of Modern Languages
Daniel Donovan, M.F.A. Director of STEAM
Carolina Ganske, M.Ed. Spanish
Leah Steuer, M.A. Director of Media Studies  

and Swan Library
Claudine Agee, M.S.T. Science
Jason McCutchin, B.S. Chief Financial Officer
Riley Hooper, B.S. Residence Life Associate
Dominick Laporte, B.A. Assistant Director of Admission

Faculty Emeriti
George S. Cobb H`80, M.S. Dean of Students, Economics
Linda L. Fischer H`92, M.A. Dean of Students, English
David W. Kasper H`81, M.T.S. Mathematics
Elias A. Khreish H`78, M.S. Chemistry
Diane J. Alpaugh H`83, M.A.L.S. History/Social Studies
Mary Irwin H`14, B.A. Music
James E. Borrud H`75, M.S. German
Kris G. Boucher H`90, M.S.A. Associate Dean of Admissions
Gerald Lauff H`15, M.S. Mathematics
Joseph A. Lennertz H`86, M.A. Head of School
Michael J. Schneider H`86, M.S. Modern & Classical Languages
William “Bill” Luebke H`89 Assistant to the Athletic Director
Craig Hill H`06 Academic Dean
Judy Hill H`08 Director of Advancement
Roxanne Sell H`92 Administrative Assistant 

to the Dean of Enrollment
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Visit wayland.org/commencement or scan this code 
to see a full list of our student awards, and check 
back later for photos from today’s ceremony.


