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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE KENT MEMORIAL LIBRARY COMMMISSION
June 9, 2026

7:00 PM

Suffield Town Hall Meeting Room

Hybrid Meeting

OPENING/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chair Sparzo called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. Commissioners recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Present: Julie Bodnar, Denise Boutin, Ray Dalrymple, Claire Kawalec, David
Sylvestre, Greg Sparzo, Fred Sweitzer, Despina Tartsinis

Absent: Michael Alexopoulos, Nina Kendrick, Christine Sinopoli

Also present: Library Director Amy Vessella, Associate Library Director Liz Bologna
Motion to Approve the Minutes of the regular KNLM meeting minutes. Motion passed 8-0-1.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Amy Hornish commented on the Pride Month lighting display. Neill Hornish, commenting remotely, echoed that
sentiment. John Gracie spoke about his experiences with the challenges of so many middle schoolers in the library
after school, especially on half-days.

COMMISSIONER OPENING COMMENTS NONE
COMMUNICATIONS

None

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR

Director Vessella reported on usage statistics, upcoming programs, the resignation of the substitute clerk position, the
challenges of the upcoming last day of school and the influx of middle school students. The grand re-opening of the
renovated atrium was a success, and the opening ceremony was well attended.

She pointed out that the focus groups had concluded and participation was low. Commissioner Tartsinis asked her
about middle schoolers behavior especially on %2 days when as many as 50-60 show up and can be quite disruptive.
The majority of the rest of the meeting was a discussion about potential solutions, including the inclusion of Suffield
Public Schools staff, police, Youth Services and the assembly discussed, with the Director’s feedback reconstituting
the task force that addressed this a few years ago. Commissioner Boutin suggested a special meeting in August to
address the issue prior to the start of the new school year.

REPORTS OF STANDING SUBCOMMITTEES None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

None

PUBLIC COMMENT

John Gracey urged us to put a middle schooler management program together before school restarts in the fall.
Sandra Janik urged the Commission to avoid having a police presence in the library even during periods with large
numbers of middle schoolers. She added that the issue with Middle Schoolers is a community issue more than just a
library issue. Tess McCool, acknowledged the balance between wanting the kids at the library and wanting them to
behavior properly. She was against having police presence in the library.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:25 p.m.
The motion PASSED unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Gregory Sparzo
Chairman
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