
 
 

 
 
 

                    

 
 

COUNCIL OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
WENTWORTH EDUCATION CENTER | GREENWOOD 3 

2707 TRANSWORLD DRIVE, STOCKTON, CA 95206  
May 13, 2026 | 10:00 A.M.  

Minutes 
 

PRESENT: Marty Remmers, Jody Burriss, Ann Siegel, Thomas Crocker,  Bridget Deneau, Rowena 
Fairbanks, Travis Manley, Jason Davis, Robert Bornmann, NelLaine Kilgore 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Lexi Chalender (note taker), Fallon Adolph, Eric Peters, Austin Nogueira,  Zach 
Franceschetti, Deanie Crutchfield-Coleman, Staci Johnson, Sonia Moscatelli, Gary Philips, Janine 
Kaeslin, and Jane Chamberlain  
 
ABSENT: Danyelle Gonzalez, Jamie Hughes 

1.​ CALLED TO ORDER: Marty Remmers called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. 

2.​ COMMENTS:  

Public Comments: There were no comments from the audience. 

3.​ ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR INFORMATION: 

3.1 ​ State Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) Update - Marty Remmers 

Marty provided the latest “News Roundup” from School Services of California with a link 
in the slide deck for the directors to review. He shared that student enrollment continues 
to decline in California but that it is not uniform across the state. He stated the Central 
Valley has seen some increases. Information regarding April Tax Revenues was shared, 
showing that it exceeds projections by more than 3 billion. He shared the overall outlook 
on the state's revenue.  

Finance Update 

Finance Report: Marty presented the latest finance report, including highlights from the 
Finance Bulletin. Updates included revised Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth 
figures (see report for details), a labor market decline of 92,000 jobs lost, and a decrease 
in the national employment rate. A brief overview of monthly cash receipts was also 
shared. 

State updates included legislative changes increasing funding for districts serving 
students with severe disabilities and amendments changing language from “severe” to 
“low incidents.” Marty noted increasing disability rates alongside declining population 
trends. 
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Federal budget updates reviewed funding increases over the years and proposed grant 
consolidation efforts. A link was provided for directors to review.  

Legislative Updates: Information from May State SELPA was shared including a transition 
in representation from Gross Revenue Retention (GRR) to School Services for lobbying 
support.  

Marty reviewed specific bills that are currently being supported by State SELPA. 

-​ AB 2191 
-​ AB 2241 
-​ AB 2555 
-​ SB 1226 
-​ AB 2490 
-​ AB 2191 
-​ AB 2241 

Marty also shared updates regarding support for extending the teacher credentialing 
timeline from 20 days to 60 days. Additional discussion included a potential move 
involving the State Superintendent, as proposed by Governor Newsom, though no 
specific details are available at this time. 

Legislative Sharing Day: Marty shared updates from the Legislative Sharing Day held 
jointly with Stockton Unified, including photos of participating groups. Marty then opened 
the floor for Jason, Travis, and Eric to share their experiences from the event. 

Marty provided a link on “Aide or Teacher, Who Provides Specialized Academic 
Instruction (SAI), Why?” that was presented at State SELPA. He offered to provide the 
presenters' contact information to the Council if needed. 

California Department of Education (CDE) Director Report: Included updates on 
upcoming deadlines related to AB 560 and SB 373, along with shared webinar links and 
resources.Marty reported on the AB 602 Equalization and the rate increases, with notice 
that the SELPA is expected to receive an estimated $4 million increase, anticipated to be 
confirmed on May 16, 2026. 

Marty shares that concerns were raised regarding the need for clearer expectations and 
guidance from CDE to SELPAs, as current expectations remain unclear. Additional 
updates noted that Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) is encouraging more 
in-person meetings rather than Zoom meetings. 

A presentation on foster youth was shared, outlining key considerations and best 
practices when working with foster youth. Several slides were provided highlighting 
important factors for directors to be mindful of in supporting this population. Directors 
were encouraged to use the materials as a resource as needed. 

A Data and Fiscal presentation from the CDE was shared with the Council, including 
updates from a statewide workgroup that is reviewing and developing fiscal scenarios. A 
Q&A document was also referenced, and key issues requiring further discussion were 
highlighted. The Behavior Emergency Report was reviewed, highlighting four key findings 
from the study. 

A conversation was had on Behavior Emergency Reports in relation to the County.   

Marty provides a flyer on Special Education Leadership Academy.  

3.2​ San Joaquin County SELPA Update - Marty Remmers 
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Staci provided the upcoming CALPADS/SEIS reporting window opening and that CDE is 
also beginning weekly office hours. She provided a link with updated data on Appropriate 
Students With Disabilities (SWDS) Status & Nonparticipation Reason for Student Exit 
Categories & Completion Statuses.  

Staci shared CALPADS data points for follow-up on affirmed Individualized Education 
Program (IEPs) and CALPADS alerts such as CALPADS errors and missing timeline 
alerts.  

Marty shared an update on 12 OAH cases this month. The directors were provided links 
to use as resources.  

Zach shared updates on Extended School Year (ESY) summer opportunities available for 
students, scheduled from June 1, 2026– June 18. 2026. 

Marty shared he will be sending out a survey for the Council of Directors about their 
meetings. 

Links for Compliance Improvement and Monitoring(CIM) activities and other resources 
were provided from CDE. 

Marty shared a link regarding special education finance and governance, including data 
that Local Education Agencies (LEAs) may use when presenting to their districts. 
Document focused on high special education spending and uncertainty regarding the 
factors contributing to increased costs. It was noted that growing service demands are 
increasing the quantity of services districts will need to provide. 

3.3 ​ Review of External Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE) Cost Analysis: 
Recommended Cost Caps - Sonia Moscatelli 
Sonia presented on IEE cost caps, sharing data sources from multiple LEAs and rate 
information from various providers. The analysis included comparisons across small and 
large SELPAs, noting that regions closer to the Bay Area tend to have higher assessment 
costs. Data compiled by Marty was also incorporated into the review. 

Travis raised concerns regarding proximity to Alameda County, noting frequent parent 
requests and higher rates in that area. The analysis considered service areas within 
approximately 60 miles of the SELPA. 

A comparison table and regional rate table were reviewed, including a legend to explain 
the data. The table reflected compiled data gathered by Marty, consolidating information 
for cross-comparison. 

Council was provided proposed rate structures, including evidence-based time estimates. 
It was noted that assessment time can vary significantly. There was a discussion on 
concerns about ensuring IEE rates remain legally defensible while potentially accounting 
for higher estimated evaluation time, particularly for areas such as physical education 
assessments. 

Sonia advised the council on variability in IEE practices across districts and provided an 
informational packet of data. The council requested additional information on cost caps, 
including comparisons within and outside the SELPA region. Rowena questioned the 
estimated hours for IEEs, and Sonia noted that current timelines for school psychologists 
may be unrealistic compared to actual practice demands. 

Council reviewed a table on reconciliation, incorporating earlier information from Marty 
regarding hourly rates and assessment time. The table combined local flat rates with 

​ ​ Council of Directors​ ​ Minutes 
​ ​ ​ ​ Page 3 



 
 

hourly estimates to better understand cost structures. Sonia discussed proposed rates 
within the SJCOE SELPA, noting that there is not a significant difference compared to 
Marty’s prior findings. The main variations were in health and nursing and transition 
assessments, while most other categories were largely consistent. It was also noted that 
music therapy was not included in the dataset. 

Sonia presented her recommended next steps for LEAs, emphasizing the importance of 
standing in agreement and enforcing these cost caps. 

The Council requested additional information, including reference to Merced rates 
suggested by Travis. Discussion was had on the possibility of applying a cost analysis 
with a 10% buffer.  

Council members discussed potential application of Sonia’s recommended rates and the 
need to gather further information from other local SELPA rates. There was also 
discussion about surveying providers in the area to determine whether rate adjustments 
are necessary. 

3.4​ Proposed Nonpublic School (NPS) Site, Spectrum - Marty Remmers 

Marty shared information regarding a new Nonpublic School (NPS) site located in 
Stockton. The site may initially open with two classrooms, with the option to expand to a 
third class in the future. 

Lincoln and Lodi are also exploring this as a potential option within their continuum of 
services. 

3.5​ Local Plan Review - Marty Remmers 

Marty presented the updated Local Plan documents being developed by San Joaquin 
County Office of Education (SJCOE) SELPA. Austin reviewed Section D of the plan with 
the group. 

3.6​ Formation of the Class Size and Ratio Subcommittee - Marty Remmers 

Marty requested volunteers for a subcommittee focused on class formation for County 
Programs. The following members volunteered: NelLaine, Jason, Robert, Ann, Travis, 
and Jody. 

3.7​ New California Laws Impacting Special Education - Susan Scott 
​  
​ Marty provided laws impacting special education for Directors to review. 
 
3.8 ​ NPS/Residential Treatment Center (RTC) Year in Review - Susan Scott 
 

Eric presented annual data on NPSs and RTCs. There are a total of nine students placed 
in NPSs, with two students expected to exit. There are five students enrolled in RTC 
placements, with three students expected to exit. 

 
3.9 ​ CARES Numbers Year in Review - Eric Peters 
 

Eric shared updates on CARES enrollment data. He reported over 15 active cases, with 
six students exiting. There were 31 total referrals, including eight in process, seven 
pending, and 10 not initiated. 

 
3.10​ SELPA Alternative Pathways Policy - Eric Peters 
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Eric shared a flyer link to the updated Alternative Pathways Policy. A discussion was held 
regarding the current proposed language in the Alternative Pathways Policy. Council 
members provided feedback and recommended revisions to the language. 

 
3.11​ Workability End of Year Review - Zachary Franceschetti 
 

Zach shares annual data on Workability efforts across the county.  
  
3.12​ Business - Austin Nogueria  

●​ 2025-26 Mental Health Budget Update 
 

Austin shares a spreadsheet on the revisions to mental health funding.  
Updates were provided regarding P1 and P2 numbers for state funding. 
It was noted that ADA reporting from districts was behind schedule, and 
an email communication with additional information and updates will be 
sent out. 
 

●​ 2026-27 Budget Transportation Excess Cost 
 

Austin provided a spreadsheet on the 26-27 Budget review for 
Transportation Excess Costs. A significant increase in costs of 
approximately 42% was discussed, with confirmation that reimbursement 
funding will be provided. 
 
It was noted that individual district costs are expected to decrease next 
year. Current figures are estimates, and confirmed numbers will be 
available in February. A 3% contract increase is anticipated for next year.  
 

●​ Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Discussion 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Due to time constraints, this information was not discussed. 
 

3.13​ County Program Updates - Rowena Fairbanks 
 

Rowena provided a class size data sheet to the council. She noted that the Infant Toddler 
program has experienced significant growth and will continue to be monitored.  
 
Updates provided on current classes, site locations & growth classes for the next year.   

 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR ACTION: 

4.1​ Minutes: The Council of Directors is requested to approve the minutes from the April 15, 
2026, meeting as presented. 

​ Council Member Bridget Deneau left the Meeting at 12:11 p.m & Council Member Ann 
Siegal left the meeting at 12:13 p.m. 

Motion by Jody and seconded by NelLaine to approve the minutes as presented. 
 
Yes: all 

​ No: none 
​ Abstain: none 

4.2​ The Council of Directors is requested to approve the San Joaquin County SELPA Policy 
for Alternative Pathway to a Diploma as presented. 
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Motion by Travis and seconded by Jason to approve the San Joaquin County SELPA 
Policy for Alternative Pathway to a Diploma as presented. 
 
Yes: 2 

​ No: 3 
​ Abstain:2 

4.3 ​ The Council of Directors is requested to consider approval of the following:  

A.​ 2026-2027 Governance and Administration (Section B)  
B.​ 2026-2027 Annual Budget Plan (Section D)   
C.​ 2026-2027 Annual Service Plan (Section E)  

Motion by Travis and seconded by Jody to consider  approval of 2026-2027 Governance 
and Administration Section B), 2026-2027 Annual Budget Plan (Section D), and 
2026-2027 Annual Service Plan (Section E). 
 
Yes: all 

​ No: none 
​ Abstain: none 

4.4​ The Council of Directors is requested to approve revised IEE cost caps based on an 
external analysis of regional provider rates to ensure consistency, fiscal responsibility, 
and alignment with SELPA criteria and legal requirements. 

No motion was made as the request to consider revised cost caps was withdrawn. 
 

Rowena motioned for an additional meeting in June to discuss IEE Cost Caps and 
SELPAs Alternative Pathway Policy and was seconded by Jason. 
 
Yes: all 

​ No: none 
​ Abstain: none 

4.​  CLOSING COMMENTS FOR COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

5.1​ The Council of Directors may address relevant issues and concerns. Comments will be 
noted. 
 
There were no comments made to be noted. 

5.​ DATES: 

6.1 ​ Next regular Council of Directors meeting, August 19, 2026, 10:00 a.m.,  
Wentworth Education Center, Greenwood 3. 2707 Transworld Dr., Stockton, CA 
95206.  

6.​ ADJOURNMENT: 

7.1 ​ Marty Remmers adjourned the meeting at 12:24 p.m 
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The SELPA Council of Directors is committed to ensuring that all meetings are accessible 
regardless of an individual's ability or access method.  If you need reasonable accommodation, 
please contact the SELPA Director's office at (209) 468-4925, at least one day prior to the 
scheduled meeting. 
  
For translation and interpretation services, please contact the SELPA Director’s office at 
(209) 468-4925, at least one day prior to the scheduled meeting.  
 
Any writings or documents that are public records and are provided to a majority of the SELPA 
Council of Directors regarding an open session item on this agenda will be made available for 
public inspection upon request by sending an email to sjcselpa@sjcoe.net.  
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