Students entering grades 3, 4, 5

St. Mary’s Elementary Summer Work

Students entering grades 3-5 in September 2026 will be working on the
following assignments. While there are only two actual reading assignments,
we encourage ALL students to READ, READ, READ throughout the summer!

Fiction Reading Assignment

Choose a book by one of the suggested authors and complete a Fiction
Assignment from the choice board in this packet. Choose ONE activity from the
choice board. You may use the attached templates, or create your own product.
Be creative! Students may use technology (create a slide deck or document),
paper, posters, or create a model! Be sure your work is neat and colorful!

Suggested Authors
Katherine Applegate Leah Johnson
Jon Scieska, Judy Bloom
JK Rowling Pam Mufioz Ryan
Kate Dicamillo Max Brallier
Peter Brown Gary Soto
Kwame Alexander  Mike Lupica
Grace Lin

Non-fiction Reading Assignment

Choose a grade-level non-fiction book about an animal, person, or place and
complete the Non-fiction Assignment in this document. Be creative! Students may
create a slide deck, a document (be sure to include pictures and text), a poster, a
model, or a diorama! Be sure your work is neat and colorful, and contains all of
the information listed below. Your product should reflect knowledge gained from
your book.




Name:
Book Name: Author:

IXL — returning students only*

St. Mary’s Elementary returning students in grades K-5 use IXL, an online learning
platform, to support academic achievement and growth in Math, English
Language Arts, Science and Social Studies. Your student should follow his/her
Diagnostic Plan in IXL for 30 minutes (or more!) each week throughout the
summer. Once a student has completed and mastered all recommended ELA and
math skills in the Diagnostic Action Plan, the student can continue to work on the
activities listed on the Recommendations tab on his/her Dashboard.

Accounts for newly enrolled students will be set up during the first week of school.



Name:

Book Name:

Author:

Summer Reading Fiction Choice Board

Students entering grades 3, 4, 5

Choose ONE activity from the choice board below. You may use the attached
templates, or create your own product. Be creative! Students may use technology
(create a slide deck or document), paper, posters, or create a model(Legos, clay,
etc.)! Be sure your work is neat and colorfull Complete the task based on one

FICTION book of your choice from the author list provided.

What'’s the problem?
Illustrate a picture representing
the problem of the story. Add a
caption explaining the problem

and answer the following
guestion: do you agree that the
problem was resolved? Why or
why not?

Book Review
Write a summary of the novel,
including Character, Setting,
and Plot. Rate the book from
one to five stars!

Comic
Make a comic strip showing an
important event from the novel.
Be sure to include dialogue.
Your comic strip should have at
least 9 boxes.

Comparison Diagram
Make a diagram comparing and
contrasting two characters from

your book. Draw a picture of
each character. How are they
similar? How are they different?

Four Square
Make a four square sheet
showing the setting, theme
(message/moral of the story),
plot and characters from the
story.

Character Web
Make a character web showing
different traits of the main
character. Draw emaojis to
represent each character trait.
Choose a theme song that
reminds you of your character.
Include the name of the song
and the artist.

Create a Quiz
Create a 10-question quiz for a
classmate about the book. It can
be multiple choice, true/false,
fill in the blank, and/or open
response questions. Be sure to
create an answer key for your
quiz!

Lessons Learned
What lesson does the author
want the readers to learn?
Create a decorative poster for
your classroom about that
lesson. Be sure to illustrate
your poster using imagery
from the novel.

Timeline
Create a timeline of events that
happened in the book. Start at
the beginning and work your
way through the end. Include
any important or memorable
happenings. Include an
illustration showing a scene
from the story.
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What's the problem?

[llustrate a picture representing the problem of the story. Add a caption
explaining the problem and answer the following question: do you agree that the
problem was resolved? Why or why not?
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BOOK SUMMARY

Write a summary of the novel, including Character, Setting, and Plot events. Rate
the book from one to five stars!
Character: Who or what the story is about
Setting: Where and when the story takes place
Plot: Events that take place in the story

Setting:

List of Main Characters:




Name:

Book Name: Author:

In your opinion, what was the best part of the book? Why?

Rating: Color in how many stars you would rate this book.

WW W W W
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Comic

Make a comic strip showing an important event from the novel. Be sure to include
dialogue and color your drawings. Your comic strip should have at least 9 boxes.
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Comparison Diagram

Make a diagram comparing and contrasting two characters from your book. Draw
a picture of each character. How are they similar? How are they different?

Different Similar Different
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Four Square

Make a four square sheet showing the setting, theme (message/moral of the
story), plot and characters from the story. Include an illustration for each element.

SETTING THEME

PLOT CHARACTERS
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Character Web

Make a character web showing different traits of the main character. Draw emojis
to represent each character trait. Choose a theme song that reminds you of your
character. Include the name of the song and the artist.

Character Name

Theme Song:




Name:

Book Name: Author:

Create a Quiz

Create a 10-question quiz for a classmate about the book. It can be multiple
choice, true/false, fill in the blank, and/or open response questions. Be sure to
create an answer key for your quiz!

Sample Multiple Choice Question:
1. Harry Potter went to school at:
a. Hogsmeade
b. Gringotts
c. Hogwarts
d. Diagon Alley
Sample True or False Question:
2. The Sorting Hat placed Harry Potter into the Slytherin House. True or False

Sample Fill-in Question:

3. and are Harry’s two
best friends.

Sample Open Response Question:

4. Describe the relationship between Harry Potter and Draco Malfoy. Are they
friends or enemies? Will that continue throughout the series based on the
information in book one? Why or why not?
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Lessons Learned
What lesson does the author want the readers to learn? Create a decorative
poster for your classroom about that lesson. Be sure to illustrate your poster using
imagery from the novel.

Lesson Learned:
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Timeline

Create a timeline of events that happened in the book. Start at the beginning and
work your way through the end. Include any important or memorable happenings.
Include an illustration showing a scene from the story.
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Non-Fiction Summer Reading Assignment
Students Entering Grades 3-5

Students entering grades 3-5 should choose a grade-level non-fiction book about
an animal, a person, or a place! Complete one of the non-fiction project choices
below based on the topic of your book. Be creative! Students may create a slide
deck, a document (be sure to include pictures and text), a poster, a model, or a
dioramal Be sure your work is neat and colorful, and contains all of the information
listed below. Your product should reflect knowledge gained from your book.

Choice 1. Non-fiction book about an animal.
e Include:
o 6-10 important facts about the animal [could be displayed through writing,
images (labeled), or a model (labeled)]
m  SAMPLE FACTS

e What do they look like?
e What do they eat?
e Where do they live?

o One paragraph (3-5 sentences) describing whether you would like to have
this animal for a pet- why or why not?

o Using math! Create a survey about your animal or about pets and present
your findings as a graph (bar graph, pictograph, or pie chart)
m Directions:
e Develop one question about your animal or pets in general
o SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

m Give alist of 5 pets and have your ten people
select which one they would choose.

m Give a list of 5 animals and ask which one is their
favorite OR which is the scariest!

m  Show five different pictures of the type of animal
you chose to read about, and ask your audience to
select which one is the coolest!

Survey at least 10 people and ask them the SAME question
Record your results

Present your results as a graph (bar graph, pictograph, or pie
chart)
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Choice 2: Non-fiction book about a person.

e Include:

o 6-10 important facts about the person [could be displayed through writing,
images (labeled), or a model (labeled)
m SAMPLE FACTS

Childhood

Family Life

Culture

Languages Spoken
Location
Achievements
Career

Education

Are they still alive?

o One paragraph (3-5 sentences) describing your activities if you were to
spend a day with this person.

o Using math! Create a survey about your person or about his/her career.
Present your findings as a graph (bar graph, pictograph, or pie chart)
m Directions:

Develop one question about your person or his/her career
o SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

m Give alist of 5 careers and have your ten people
select which one they would choose.

m Give a list of 5 famous people, including your
choice, and ask with whom they would like to hang
out!

m Show five different pictures of your person and ask
your audience to select which oulffit is the coolest!

Survey at least 10 people and ask them the SAME question
Record your results

Present your findings as a graph (bar graph, pictograph, or pie
chart)
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Choice 3: Non-fiction book about a place.
e |Include:
o 6-10 important facts about the place [could be displayed through writing,
images (labeled), or a model (labeled)]
m SAMPLE FACTS
Location
Important landmarks
Importance of this place
Culture
Languages spoken

o One paragraph (3-5 sentences) describing whether you would visit this
location on your summer vacation (why or why not?).

o Using math! Create a survey about your place. Present your findings as a
graph (bar graph, pictograph, or pie chart)
m Directions:
e Develop one question about your place
o SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

m Give a list of 5 places (including your own) and ask
where people would like to visit if they had one
choice.

m If you are choosing a state or city, show five
landmarks and ask which one the people would like
to visit.

Survey at least 10 people and ask them the SAME question
Record your results

Present your findings as a graph (bar graph, pictograph, or pie
chart)

SAMPLE GRAPH
e Book Topic: France
e Question about Topic:
o Which of the following French foods would you prefer?
m A) Baguettes (a French bread)
m B) Croissants (a flaky pastry)
m C) French Onion Soup (beef-based soup topped with bread and melted
cheese)
m D) Bouillabaisse (fish stew)
m E) Quiche (egg custard in a pie crust, filled with meats, veggies, and/or
cheese)
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e Results after asking 10 people
o A4
o B)2
o C)2
o D)1
o E)1

e Graph or Chart (choose one)
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