
AP SEMINAR SUMMER ASSIGNMENT Due: First Day of Class (August 21, 2026) 

Assignment Overview 

Welcome to AP Seminar. This course is designed to develop your skills in analyzing information, 

exploring perspectives, forming arguments, and communicating your ideas effectively. Over the 

summer, you will read from our course text and engage in your first research-based exploration 

by reading, annotating, and analyzing a set of diverse articles. 

FIRST TASK: You will read and annotate three chapters of They Say I Say 6th Edition by Graff, 

Birkenstein, and Durst (ISBN 978-1324070030). The assigned chapters are the Preface, Chapter 

1, and Chapter 2. You do not need to complete any of the exercises at the end of the chapters. 

We will be working on those during the first quarter. 

SECOND TASK: Tue second task is to read and annotate eight articles, then use your 

annotations to create an annotated bibliography in MLA format. These articles will be provided 

to you in this packet. Bring your annotated copies and a completed annotated bibliography with 

you on the first day of class. Complete instructions for this task follow below. 

Learning Objectives 

By completing this summer assignment, you will: 

• Practice identifying arguments and lenses or perspectives

• Formulate essential questions based on your reading

• Apply the QUEST framework (used throughout AP Seminar)

• Create a polished annotated bibliography using MLA style

Step 1: Annotate Each Article 

As you read each article, annotate (highlight and write notes in the margins) for the following: 

1. Position or Argument - What is the central claim or point of view?

2. People or Stakeholders Involved - Who are the key individuals, groups, or

organizations?

3. Context - Where and when is the issue occurring?

4. Significance - Why is this issue important or relevant?

5. Inquiry- What is at least one thoughtful question the article sparks for you?
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Step 2: Write an Annotated Bibliography Entry for Each Article 

For each article, create an entry that includes: 

• MLA citation

• Brief synopsis (3-5 sentences summarizing the article)

• Annotations (in paragraph form) addressing the five points above

TERMS, DEFINITIONS,AND REFERENCE MATERIAL 

Using the QUEST Framework 

Throughout the course, we will use the College Board's QUEST framework to develop critical 

thinking and research abilities: 

• Question and Explore

• Understand and Analyze

• Evaluate Multiple Perspectives

• Synthesize Ideas

• Team, Transform, and Transmit

As you complete your annotations, especially focus on Questioning, Understanding, and 

Evaluating perspectives. This framework will guide how we explore real-world issues through 

inquiry. 

Lenses to Consider 

In AP Seminar, we use different lenses or perspectives to analyze issues. For each article, 

identify at least one of the following lenses the article could be viewed through: 

• Cultural and Social

• Political and Historical

• Environmental

• Economic

• Scientific and Medical

• Ethical
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• Artistic and Philosophical

• Futuristic

Example: An article about climate change might fall under the Environmental and Economic 

lenses. 

What Is an Annotated Bibliography? 

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations followed by a summary and evaluation of each 

source, written in paragraph form. In AP Seminar, it helps you track your research, examine the 

complexity of an issue, and prepare to synthesize ideas from multiple sources. You should 

consider answering the following questions in your annotations: 

• What is the topic of the article?

• Identify and explain what lens best describes the filter through which the topic/issue of

the article is considered or examined.

• Who is the author of the article? Discuss the credibility of the author, including his or her

reputation, credentials, and potential bias. You may need to do a little research to find the

answers to these questions.

• What is the argument presented in the article?

• Explain the context of the article. For example, who are the perspectives involved and/or

affected? What is the main issue? When and where did the issue occur? Why is it

important/relevant?
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Example Annotated Bibliography (MLA Format} 

First Name Last Name 

Gurnard/Mohs 

AP Seminar 

Day Month Year 

Annotated Bibliography 

Auster, Ellen. "Values, Authenticity, and Responsible Leadership." Journal of Business Ethics, 

vol. 1, no. 98, June 2011, pp. 15-23. Academic Search Premier, hltps://doi­

QXg.libproxv.cs_ur1stlri!lQ_.J007/s I 0551--011- 1022-7. 

Evaluative annotations include both a short description and your evaluation of the cited 

source. In your evaluation, critically assess the selected source for accuracy, relevance, 

and quality. Compare to other sources on the same topic that you have also cited to show 

similarities and differences. Explain why each source is useful for your research topic and 

how it relates to your topic. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the source. Identify 

the observations or conclusions of the author. For this summer assignment, you will not 

be doing any comparing since we are giving you eight diverse articles that aren't 

necessarily connected to each other. 

Holtschneider, Casey. "A Part of Something: The Importance of Transitional Living Programs 

within a Housing First Framework for Youth Experiencing Homelessness." Children and 

Youth Services Review, vol. 65, spring 2016, pp. 204-215. 

littJJsj/cloi,Qrg/JQ.J\JJ.21'.i .chilclyouth.2016.04.009. 

The author of this article, Casey Holtschneider, Ph.D., LCSW Associate Professor of 

Social Work at Northeastern Illinois University, argues that in order to better serve the 
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needs of homeless youths, research needs to be done on which types of services best meet 

their needs. In particular, she is interested in understanding the impact of transitional 

living programs (TLPs) on the lives of homeless young people. Holtschneider found that 

TLPs were beneficial in many ways including: they provided a sense of family for those 

living in TLPS, helped them foel more understanding towards each other, and encouraged 

community and friendship building. I am interested in using this article because I am 

writing about the relationship between foster care and homelessness and I want to talk 

about ways to overcome the problem. This article provides strong support for TLPs as a 

strategy for helping move youths out of homelessness. 

Formatting Guidelines MLA 

• 1" margins

• Annotated Bibliography title is centered

• Citations are indented half an inch (.5")

• Annotations are indented one inch (1 ")

• Times New Roman font, 12 pt font size

• Double-spaced

• Organized alphabetically by author's last name

• Start annotation on the next line

Final Notes 

• Typed, MLA-formatted annotated bibliographies are required.

• Bring your printed bibliography and annotated articles on the first day of class.
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• Your annotations and analysis will be discussed and used during the first few weeks of

class.

• Be prepared for a reading quiz that will include questions from each of the eight articles

and will assess reading comprehension as well as analytical skills.

If you have questions before the school year starts, feel free to reach out via email to either 

instructor: rrnrnardk(w,ke1rneclvhs.org or mol1sm(i1l1,en11ed)J1s.org 




















































































