
Which One Doesn’t Belong? Kite Festival

Look at this set of four pictures. Decide which one doesn’t belong with the other three. Use math 
words to describe your thinking. There are many ways to think about each one! 

Challenge 
Find reasons why each of the pictures might not belong with the other three. 

Share 
Explain your thinking to someone else. Do they have different reasons why one doesn't belong? 



Same & Different: Ice Pops

Look at the two pictures. What do you notice? 

1. How are pictures A and B the same mathematically, and how are they different? 

● A and B are the same because …

● A and B are different because …

2. Make a third picture of ice pops. Explain how your picture is the same as pictures A and B,
and how it is different.



Math in Our World: The Beach Store 

Sandra has some coins to spend at the beach 
store. 

1. What do you notice? What do you wonder?

2. Use pictures, numbers, or math words to show or tell what you know about Sandra’s
money.

3. What math questions can you ask about Sandra and the beach store? Answer all the
questions you can!



How could you get started? 
● Think about how much money Sandra has.
● What do you think she would want to buy? Can she buy more than one thing?
● Will she get back any change? How do you know?

Challenge 
● Show your work to someone else, and explain your thinking. Did they understand?
● Ask whether they have any other questions you can answer!

Follow-up 
Place price tags on some objects at home or school to make your own little store. Here are some 
things you might try with your store: 

● Ask a friend or family member to pretend to shop. Use play money, and give out change.
● Make up your own story problem about your little store and share it with us!



Math in Our World: Three Big Buckets 

Kia, Juan, and Raven went to the beach today. They found these shells along the shore. 

1. What do you notice? What do you wonder?

2. Use pictures, numbers, or math words to show or tell what you know about the shells.

3. What math questions can you ask about the shells and the buckets? Answer all the
questions you can!



How could you get started? 
● Think about how many shells there are in all. You can use groups of 5 to help you find the

total.
● How many shells could go in Kia’s bucket? Juan’s bucket? Raven’s bucket? Do you think it’s

possible for them to share the shells fairly? Why or why not?
● How can you write an addition equation that matches the situation?

Challenge 
● Show your work to someone else, and explain your thinking. Did they understand?
● Ask whether they have any other questions you can answer!

Follow-up 
Find three empty buckets, boxes, or bags. Use them to organize some toys or other small 
objects. Make up your own story problem with the results and share it with us! 



Guess My Rule: Busy Bees

1. Some bees belong on the flower, and some do not.
What is the rule to be on the flower?

2. Show at least one more example that belongs on the flower.
You can write on the bee below or draw your own.



3. Show at least one more example that does not belong on the flower.
You can write on the bee below or draw your own.

Need a hint? 
Try adding the numbers on the wings of each bee. What do you notice about the totals? 

Challenge 
Make your own rule using pairs of numbers. You can use the picture below or draw your own. 

Show some examples that belong on the flower and some that don’t belong on the flower. 



Which One Doesn’t Belong? Stick with It 

Look at this set of four pictures. Decide which one doesn’t belong with the other three. ​
Use math words to describe your thinking. There are many ways to think about each one! 

Challenge 
Find reasons why each of the pictures might not belong with the other three. 

Share 
Explain your thinking to someone else. Do they have different reasons why one doesn't belong? 



How Many Are Hidden? Penguin Party

What do you notice? How many penguins do you see? 

On the card above, there are 13 penguins in all. Some of the penguins are hiding behind the flap.​
How many are hidden? Use math words, numbers, or pictures to explain how you know. 



Challenge 
Draw the penguins that were hiding under the flap. Remember, there are 13 penguins in all. 
You can draw them on the picture card below or draw your own. 

Then write an addition equation and a subtraction equation that match the picture card. 
How do you know? 

Follow-up 
Tell or write a story problem that matches the penguins on the picture card. 
What equation can be used to solve it? 



Would You Rather? In a Pickle 

Would you rather eat …

Use pictures, math words, numbers, or symbols to explain your choice. 

I would rather eat ... because ... 

Challenge 

Draw a sandwich that is cut into equal parts. Then draw another sandwich.​
Show a different way to cut it into the same number of pieces. 

Follow-up 

Write, tell, or draw your own problem like this one.​
Then share it with someone else and ask them to explain their choice. 



Math in Our World: A Soapy Situation

It’s important to wash your hands to keep them clean. 

To help wash her hands for long enough to get all the germs 
off, Kim counts for 20 seconds. That lets her know that she 
spent enough time using soap and water. 

Sometimes Kim counts to 20. 

Sometimes she counts to 15, and then she counts to 5. 

Sometimes she counts to 12, and then she counts to 8. 

Sometimes she counts to 5 four times in a row.​

1. Use numbers, math words, objects, or pictures to show the ways Kim counts.

2. What do you notice? What do you wonder?

3. What math questions can you ask about the situation? Answer the questions that you can!



How could you get started? 
● Can you think of other ways Kim can count? You can use any two numbers that make 20!
● Think about counting to 10 and then counting 10 more. What happens if you change the 

first number to 11? How does that change the other number you count to?
● Feeling creative? Try skip-counting! You can count by 2s, 5s, or 10s while you wash your 

hands. Can you say the first 20 numbers in your skip-counting pattern?

Follow-up 
● Can you come up with a different way to count each time you wash your hands?
● The next time you wash your hands, show someone else how you’re counting. Use

numbers and math words to explain your thinking. Ask them if they have any questions
about how you’re counting.

Challenge 
Think of other ways to use math while you wash your hands. You might count backward or 
count by 2, 5s, or 10s. Remember, you’ll need to count 20 numbers to spend the right amount of 
time. Maybe you know a math song that takes about 20 seconds. 



Would You Rather? Money Matters 

Would you rather have … 

Use pictures, math words, numbers, or symbols to explain your choice. 

I would rather have … because … 

Challenge 
Paloma’s choice is different from yours. She would rather have the set of coins you did not 
choose. Why do you think she made that choice? 

Follow-up 
Write, tell, or draw your own problem like this one. Then share it with someone else and ask 
them to explain their choice. 



Math in Our World: Two Little Libraries 

There are two little libraries in my neighborhood. My neighbors use them to share books. 
Sometimes I donate books to the little libraries. Sometimes I take books home to read. 

I love to help keep the little libraries clean and organized. 

1. Use pictures, models, or numbers to show what you know about the books.

2. What do you notice? What do you wonder?

3. What math questions can you ask about the little libraries? Answer all the questions you
can!



How could you get started? 
● Use blue and orange blocks or other small objects to represent the books.

● Count on to find how many books there are in all.

● Use what you know about doubles to put the blocks into equal groups.

Challenge 
● Show your work to someone. Use numbers and math words to explain your thinking. Did

they understand?

● Ask whether they have any other questions you can answer!

Follow-up 
Find some books at home or draw some. Put the books into two or more groups. Make 
up your own story problem! 


	Math in Our World: A Soapy Situation 



