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Dear Parents, 

Newmark High School 2026 Summer Reading Program 
I 

Our 2026 Summer Reading Program is designed to help students strengthen their reading comprehension 
skills while fostering a love for reading. Each year, students are encouraged to select a high-interest novel to 
make reading an enjoyable and engaging experience. Students can read as many books as they like over the 
summer. 

This year, all students-whether or not they are attending ESY-are required to read one book from the 
provided reading lists. 

• Students attending ESY will have the opportunity to select their book in advance. Copies of the chosen
book will be available in the English classroom on the first day of ESY.

• Students NOT attending ESY are expected to purchase their book from a bookstore of their choice.

During the first weeks of school, students will complete a required English class assignment based on the book 
they read. They will choose from a variety of creative options on a choice board, including writing a diary entry, 
designing a collage, creating a soundtrack, compiling a book of poetry, or writing a letter to the author. This 
assignment will be graded and count toward their first-quarter English grade. 

Please ensure your teen brings their summer reading book on the first day of school, September 8, 2026.

If you have any questions, feel free to email us. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Conor alton 
English Teacher 
CWalton@newmarkeducation.com 

;t�� 
Mr. Keith Pearson 
Senior Homeroom Teacher 
KPearson@newmarkeducation.com 

� 
/ �Loper 

English Teacher 
LLoper@newmarkeducation.com 

Inspire. Prepare. Succeed. 

Sandra Vollero-Levy
@slevy@newmarkeducation.com Please view this document. You can also add comments.
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Summer Reading High School 2026 

Freshman Reading List 

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline: 

Genre: Adventure/Fantasy 

A world at stake. A quest for the ultimate prize. Are you ready? 
In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time Wade Watts really feels alive is when he's jacked into the 
OASIS, a vast virtual world where most of humanity spends their days. When the eccentric creator of the OASIS 
dies, he leaves behind a series of fiendish puzzles, based on his obsession with the pop culture of decades past. 
Whoever is first to solve them will inherit his vast fortune-and control of the OASIS itself. 
Then Wade cracks the first clue. Suddenly he's beset by rivals who'll kill to take this prize. The race is on-and 
the only way to survive is to win. 

Highly Illogical Behavior by John Corey Whaley 

Genre: TeenNoung Adult Fiction 

Sixteen-year-old Solomon has agoraphobia. He hasn't le� his house in 3 years. Ambitious Lisa is desperate to 
get into a top-tier psychology program. And so when Lisa learns about Solomon, she decides to befriend him, 
cure him and then write about it for her college application. To earn Solomon's trust, she introduces him to her 
boyfriend Clark and starts to reveal her own secrets. But what started as an experiment leads to a real friendship, 
with all three growing close. But when the truth comes out, what erupts could destroy them all. Funny and 
heartwarming, Highly Illogical Behavior is a fascinating exploration of what makes us tick, and how the 
connections between us may be the most important things of all. 

Inspire. Prepare. Succeed. 



NEWMARK 
High School 

Sophomore, Junior & Senior Summer Reading List 

The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier 
Genre: Teen/Young Adult Classic Fiction 
One of the most controversial YA novels of all time, The Chocolate War is a modern masterpiece that speaks to 
fans of S. E. Hinton's The Outsiders and John Knowles's A Separate Peace. 

A�er suffering rejection from seven major publishers, The Chocolate War made its debut in 1974, and quickly 
became a bestselling-and provocative-classic for young adults. This chilling portrait of an all-boys prep school 
casts an unflinching eye on the pitfalls of conformity and corruption in our most elite cultural institutions. 

"The characterizations of all the boys are superb. "-School Library Journal, starred review 

Now Is Not the Time to Panic by Kevin Wilson 
Genre: Coming-of-Age Fiction 
An exuberant, bighearted coming-of-age story about two teenage misfits who spectacularly collide one fateful 
summer and the art they make that changes their lives forever. 

Sixteen-year-old Frankie Budge-aspiring writer, indifferent student, offbeat loner-is determined to make it 
through yet another summer in the small town of Coalfield, Tennessee, when she meets Zeke, a talented artist 
who has just moved into his grandmother's house and who is as awkward as Frankie is. Romantic and creative 
sparks begin to fly, and when the two jointly make an unsigned poster, shot through with an enigmatic phrase, 
it becomes unforgettable to anyone who sees it. The edge is a shantytown filled with gold seekers. We are 
fugitives, and the law is skinny with hunger for us. 

The posters begin appearing everywhere, and people wonder who is behind them. The rumors of satanists and 
kidnappers won't stop, and soon the mystery ignites a moral panic with dangerous repercussions that spread 
far beyond the town. 

Twenty years later, Frances Eleanor Budge gets a call that threatens to upend her carefully built life: a 
journalist named Mazzy Brower is writing a story about the Coalfield Panic of 1996. Might Frances know 
something about that? 

A bold coming-of-age fiction story, written with Kevin Wilson's trademark wit and blazing prose, Now Is Not the 
Time to Panic is a nuanced exploration of first love, identity, and the power of art. It's also about the secrets 
that haunt us-and, ultimately, what the truth will set free. 

Inspire. Prepare. Succeed. 
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Ender's Shadow by Orson Scott Card 

Genre: Science-Fiction 
The human race is at war with the "Buggers," an insect-like alien race. As Earth prepares to defend itself from 
total destruction at the hands of an inscrutable enemy, all focus is on the development of military geniuses who 
can fight such a war and win. The long distances of interstellar space have given hope to the defenders of 
Earth­-they have time to train these future commanders up from childhood, forging them into an irresistible 
force in the high orbital facility called the Battle School. Andrew "Ender" Wiggin was not the only child in 
the Battle School; he was just the best of the best. In Ender's Shadow, Card tells the story of another of those 
precocious generals, the one they called Bean--the one who became Ender's right hand, part of his team, in the 
final battle against the Buggers. Bean's past was a battle just to survive. His success brought him to the 
attention of the Battle School's recruiters, those people scouring the planet for leaders, tacticians and 
generals to save Earth from the threat of alien invasion. Bean was sent into orbit, to the Battle School. And 
there he met Ender .... 

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline: 
Genre: Adventure/Fantasy 
A world at stake. A quest for the ultimate prize. Are you ready? 
In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time Wade Watts really feels alive is when he's jacked into the 
OASIS, a vast virtual world where most of humanity spends their days. When the eccentric creator of the OASIS 
dies, he leaves behind a series of fiendish puzzles, based on his obsession with the pop culture of decades past. 
Whoever is first to solve them will inherit his vast fortune-and control of the OASIS itself. 
Then Wade cracks the first clue. Suddenly he's beset by rivals who'll kill to take this prize. The race is on-and 
the only way to survive is to win.

Ready Player Two by Ernest Cline: 
Genre: Adventure/Fantasy 
AN UNEXPECTED QUEST. TWO WORLDS AT STAKE. ARE YOU READY? 
Hidden within Halliday's vaults, waiting for his heir to find, lies a technological advancement that will once 
again change the world and make the OASIS a thousand times more wondrous-and addictive-than even 
Wade dreamed possible. With it comes a new riddle, and a new quest-a last Easter egg from Halliday, 
hinting at a mysterious prize. And an unexpected, impossibly powerful and dangerous new rival awaits, 
one who'll kill millions to get what he wants. Wade's life and the future of the OASIS are again at stake, but 
this time the fate of humanity also hangs in the balance. Lovingly nostalgic and wildly original as only Ernest 
Cline could conceive it, Ready Player Two takes us on another imaginative, fun, action-packed adventure 
through his beloved virtual universe and jolts us thrillingly into the future once again. 

Inspire. Prepare. Succeed. 




