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This skill boosts students’
success but is declining in CT
schools. One teacher made it her
career

About 65 to 70% of Bristol Central high School students placed on the national Latin
exam. Pictured below are students In Latin teacher's Kelly A. Monahan-DiNoia’s class.
(submitted).
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In her 38 years teaching Latin, Kelly Monahan-DiNola lost track of how many
of her former students are now doctors, lawyers, college professors,
teachers, and nurses.

Medical technology is rooted in the classical language founded in ancient
Rome and it requires discipline to prepare students for such fields, Monahan-
DiNola, a teacher at Bristol Central High School said.

“Latin Is often called a ‘dead language’ but there is nothing dead about
studying it,” she said. “In fact, I have always told my students that Latin is not
dead, it's immortal. It lives on in English and in the romance languages, in our
government, our medicine, our law, our literature, our Broadway musicals,
trivia and game shows."”

Students pictured at Bristol Central High School in Latin teacher's Kelly Monahan-
DiNoia's class. (submitted)

Monahan-DiNola and other local educators said the elective of the study of
Latin is not offered as prominently as it once was decades ago, with some
students choosing it as a secondary language. EdSight, the state’s source for
education data, reported that more than 50 districts offer Latin I, with
enrollment dropping in several districts over the years.



Patrice McCarthy, executive director and general counsel for the Connecticut
Assoclation of Boards of Education, said she was not aware of many high

schools that offer Latin,

Monahan-DiNoia said Latin has been phased out in East Hartford, Plainville
and Burlington.

At Bristol Central High School, Latin has been offered since the building
opened in 1967, and students are continuing to excel, with 65 to 70% of
students placing on the national Latin exam, Monahan-DiNoia said.

And in the statewide Latin exam, which challenges students in Latin language
proficiency, grammar, vocabulary, reading comprehension, mythology and
Roman history among other categories, 36 students earned high honors.

“It's an area of pride in our school because of our students’ achievement on
both the statewide Latin exam and the national Latin exam,” said Pete
Wininger, principal at Bristol Central High School, who said that the language
is being phased out in some schools, “Latin Is really Important in terms of
developing your grammar. Latin can help you understand complex
vocabulary easier because you have the Latin root knowledge.”

Monahan-DiNoia said that while Latin is the language of the ancient Romans
“it Is also the language of stories, mythology, history and ideas that continue

to influence our lives today.

“Studying Latin gives students a deeper understanding of English and the
world around them,” she said. “In many ways, Latin Is not just a language
class—it's a journey through the roots of our civilization.”



Kelly Monahan-DiNola, a teacher at Bristol Central High School, has taught Latin
for 38 years, She said the language is immortal. (submitted)

Jeff Currey, chief of staff for House Majorlity Leader Jason Rojas, who had

~ Monahan-DiNoia as a teacher at East Hartford High School in 1995 said
Monahan-DiNola “taught us that to understand where we are, you have to
understand where we came from.”

“Every text we worked through was a window into the foundations of law,
governance, and civic life that we still live with today,” said Currey, who also
served as a state leglslator for 10 years,

Silas Robinson, a junior at Bristol Central High School said she enjoyed
learning the language and that it helps In other classes such as STEM.

Carly Fortin, chief academic officer for Bristol Public Schools, said the
language “broadens students’ perspectives on the way in which people
communicate.” She said in Bristol there are fewer students who are seeking

Latin as their primary language.

“Although we are seeing a number of students who are taking Latin as a

second language,” she said.

Monahan-DiNoia is retiring at the end of month and sald she will miss
teaching the language she fell in love with decades ago.

She recalled how students have gotten in touch with her over the years,
telling her they excel at the game of Jeopardy because of her class.

“They tell me in their career they regularly come across words they don't
know the meaning of but they can figure out because of remembering Latin

that they studied 35 years ago,” she said.



She said one student who graduated 20 years ago introduced her husband
and told Monahan-DiNoia that she proposed to him by reciting a Latin poem
that Monahan-DiNoia had her memorize two decades ago.
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Currey said, “"Monahan-DINoia had a gift for making the anclent feel alive and
urgent, and I carry that with me every day in public service.”
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