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As another school year begins to wind down, May has reminded us just how much our students

can accomplish when they are provided with opportunities to learn, grow, and pursue their

passions. Throughout the month, Watertown High School students demonstrated excellence in



academics, athletics, the arts, leadership, service, and community involvement. Walking

through our hallways each day, it is impossible not to feel proud of what our students and staff

have achieved together.

One of the most exciting aspects of May has been watching our students showcase their

learning beyond the classroom. Advanced Placement testing has provided students the

opportunity to demonstrate the knowledge and skills they have developed through some of the

most rigorous coursework available at the high school level. These exams represent months of

preparation, hard work, and perseverance. I would like to thank our teachers, counselors,

proctors, and support staff for the countless hours they invest to ensure our students are

prepared and supported throughout the process. Their dedication continues to open doors

and create opportunities for our students' futures.

Learning at Watertown High School extends well beyond textbooks and traditional classroom

experiences. This month, students in Mr. Cerrato's Economics classes participated in their

annual Business Luncheon, where they engaged in professional discussions and networking

experiences while exploring important economic concepts and career readiness skills. Our

Spanish Honors students had the unique opportunity to connect with Yale University's Yale en

Primera Persona program through the leadership of Mrs. Cyr. Students participated in

meaningful conversations that brought language and culture to life through authentic

storytelling and interaction with Spanish-speaking members of the Yale community.

Experiences like this help students see the real-world value of language learning while

deepening their understanding of diverse perspectives, cultures, and career pathways. We are

grateful to Mrs. Cyr for creating opportunities that extend learning beyond the classroom and

provide students with experiences that will have a lasting impact.

Our Career and Technical Education students, with Mr, Hodroski, benefited from meaningful

real-world experiences. Students visited Connecticut's Department of Energy and

Environmental Protection sawmill facility and later welcomed Environmental Conservation

Officer and WHS alumnus Sergeant Norton to campus. Seeing a former Warrior return to share

his professional experiences and work alongside our students served as a powerful reminder

of the many pathways available to our graduates.

May was also a month filled with recognition and celebration.



Watertown High School proudly inducted twenty Spanish students and six French students into

the World Language Honor Society. The evening celebrated not only academic achievement,

but also a commitment to cultural understanding, communication, and global citizenship. It

was inspiring to see students recognized for their dedication to language learning and the

opportunities it creates.

Our student artists continued to shine both locally and regionally. Senior Ava Stango was

selected as a recipient of the University of Connecticut Early College Experience Excellence

Scholarship in Visual, Performing, or Digital Arts, earning a $1,000 scholarship in recognition of

her exceptional work. Several WHS students were selected to exhibit artwork at the Western

Connecticut State University Student Art Showcase, and we are especially proud that Elena

Welcome earned second place in the 3D Art category while Emily Cronan earned third place in

her division. In addition, several student artists had their work displayed at the Mattatuck

Museum as part of the Congressional Art Competition, continuing a tradition of artistic

excellence that has become a hallmark of our visual arts program.

Athletics also provided many reasons to celebrate this month. The WHS Boys Tennis Team

captured the Naugatuck Valley League Championship, bringing home another league title for

Watertown High School. Student-athletes Julia Campbell and Lukas Longo were recognized at

the CAS-CIAC Scholar Athlete Banquet for their accomplishments both in the classroom and in

athletic competition. Their success reflects the hard work, discipline, and commitment

demonstrated by so many of our student-athletes.

Several students also earned statewide leadership honors. Julia Campbell and Alex Taylor

received the Connecticut Association of Boards of Education Student Leadership Award, while

Jordyn Pelletier and Ruby Daddario were recognized with the Connecticut Association of Public

School Superintendents Student Recognition Award. These honors celebrate students who lead

by example and make meaningful contributions to their schools and communities.

Our Unified Sports program continues to embody the very best of Watertown High School.

During Inclusion Week, students and staff participated in activities designed to promote

awareness, acceptance, and belonging. The week culminated with the annual staff versus

Unified Sports kickball game, one of our favorite traditions. At the CIAC Unified Sports Banquet,

Mya Smith and Jordyn Pelletier were honored with the Exemplary Unified Teammate Award for

their leadership, character, and commitment to inclusion. Their impact on our school

community extends far beyond athletics.



The WHS Theater Department concluded another remarkable year at the Seven Angels Halo

Awards. Competing among more than one hundred high schools across Connecticut, WHS

earned eleven nominations and brought home two Halo Awards. Hailey Peguero was

recognized for Best Performance in a Featured Female Role in a Musical, while Ava Stango

earned Best Program Art honors. Additional recognitions were awarded to Kiley Pienczykowski

for Student Director of The Truman Show and Ava Stango for Music Director of The Truman

Show. These accomplishments reflect the incredible talent and dedication of our students as

well as the outstanding leadership of Foster Reese, Mindi Davidson, and the entire theater

program.

Our music students also represented Watertown High School proudly this month. The WHS

Band participated in the town's Memorial Day Parade, honoring the brave men and women

who made the ultimate sacrifice in service to our nation. Their professionalism and pride were

evident as they represented both our school and our community during this important

tradition.

May also provided opportunities to celebrate the people who make Watertown High School

such a special place. During Teacher Appreciation Week, our staff were recognized through a

variety of events and activities supported by our PTO, administration, and Staff Spirit Team. We

also celebrated School Nurse Appreciation Day and recognized Mrs. Michelle Spagnoletti and

Mrs. Casey Golovin for the care, compassion, and professionalism they provide every day. Their

work often happens quietly behind the scenes, but its impact is felt throughout our school

community.

One of the most meaningful moments of the month was the dedication of the Watertown High

School Softball Field in honor of Coach Keith Borkowski. For decades, Coach Borkowski has

served as a mentor, coach, role model, and friend to generations of student-athletes. The field

dedication brought together former players, current athletes, families, and community

members to celebrate a legacy that extends far beyond wins and losses. It was a powerful

reminder of the lasting impact educators and coaches can have on the lives of young people.

As we move toward graduation and the conclusion of another successful school year, I am

grateful for the students, staff, families, alumni, and community members who continue to

support Watertown High School. Every accomplishment highlighted here represents countless



hours of effort, encouragement, and collaboration. Together, we continue to create a rigorous

and accepting place of learning where all students have the opportunity to grow, contribute,

and succeed.

Thank you for your continued support of Watertown High School!


