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Broadcast 

 
 
Dear Haddon Township School District Community, 
 

 
 

As we enter the final week of the school year, I want to take a moment to thank all of our 
teachers, staff members, district leaders, students, and families for another excellent school 
year. The success of our district is always the result of many people working together, and I 
am grateful for the care, commitment, and pride that so many of you bring to our schools 
each day. Please see below for several updates from our final Board of Education meeting of 
the school year, held last Thursday. A video link from the meeting is included 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxxEOCRwfmU 

Academic Achievements 

Please join me in celebrating several outstanding academic accomplishments across the 
district. Our high school Environmental Science students, under the direction of Ms. Julie 
Ryan, earned second place in the annual Philadelphia Zoo UNLESS Contest, a competition 
focused on developing real solutions to modern environmental issues. This recognition is a 
great example of our students applying classroom learning to meaningful, real-world 
challenges. We are also proud to recognize our middle school students for their success in 
the Camden County Battle of the Books Competition. Our 6th-grade team earned first place, 
while our 7th and 8th-grade teams each earned second place. Congratulations to these 
students and to our media specialist, Ms. Tagmire, for her leadership and support of this 
excellent program. 

Visual and Performing Arts 

Congratulations to our Visual and Performing Arts Department for hosting another successful 
end-of-year banquet, followed by the high school concert and district art show. Student 
artwork was on display in the new media center, and the quality of the designs and projects 
was truly incredible. I hope many of you had the opportunity to visit and see the culmination 
of our students’ artistic work from throughout the year. These events are a great reminder of 
the creativity, talent, and dedication that exist across our schools. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxxEOCRwfmU


 

Thank You to Coach Mike Thompson 

I also want to recognize and thank Coach Mike Thompson, who has coached Track and 
Field and other sports in Haddon Township for 40 years. This is Coach Thompson’s final 
year of formal coaching, and he leaves behind an incredible legacy. His impact on 
generations of student-athletes is difficult to measure. We are grateful for his dedication, 
consistency, and the positive influence he has had on our students and athletic programs 
over many years. 

Looking Ahead: Instruction, Technology, and AI 

As we look ahead to next year, we know that education continues to change and evolve. 
Over the summer, we will be working closely on several instructional and planning shifts that 
reflect both the needs of our students and the realities of the world they are growing up 
in. On one hand, we are planning to reduce the amount of technology used when 
appropriate. For example, we will no longer be sending iPads home with elementary-age 
students on a regular basis. We are also planning to return to more pencil-and-paper-style 
homework in some grade levels and practice when possible, as we have real concerns about 
the amount of screen time students are consuming both instructionally and recreationally. At 
the same time, we have to accept that artificial intelligence is here to stay. Schools have a 
responsibility to begin teaching students responsible, appropriate, and ethical use of AI. So 
while we are looking to restrict technology in some areas, we must also begin preparing 
students for a new era that will continue to shape their academic, professional, and personal 
lives. 

Shared Services, Professional Development, and Student Support 

In light of our ongoing budget challenges, I also anticipate that shared services 
will remain an emerging and important theme across the region. We are maintaining 
and expanding shared-service opportunities where they make sense and can support our 
students, staff, and district operations. Special thanks to Dr. Anthony Fitzpatrick, current 
Assistant Superintendent in the Delsea Regional School District, who is hosting a 
professional development summit during the summer months and has generously offered 
cost-free professional development spots to Haddon Township teachers who may be 
interested. We have also partnered with the Lindenwold School District for shared business 
office support, and we continue to pursue a few other opportunities that may be beneficial 
going forward. Lastly, we had a successful year with the New Jersey Tutoring Corps, and we 
will be continuing these support services for elementary students. This work has been partly 
funded through a philanthropic grant, and we are grateful for the additional support it has 
provided for our students. 

Old and New Traditions 

One of the special moments shared recently was the discovery of a time capsule at Van 
Sciver School. The capsule was from 1976, twenty years after the school opened in 1956. 
Inside were student and staff photos, a student handbook, class photos, a poster of the 
Flyers’ Stanley Cup championship, and several other exciting artifacts. At the same time, we 
also began what I hope will become a meaningful new tradition. Haddon Township seniors 
recently put on their graduation gowns and completed a Hawk Legacy Walk, visiting their 



former elementary schools as a final farewell and a trip down memory lane. Next year, we 
will look to add student name tags to help our teachers more easily recognize their former 
pupils as they return older, taller, and ready to graduate. It was a simple but powerful 
reminder of the full journey our students take through Haddon Township. 

Student Board Representatives 

Thank you very much to our student Board of Education representatives, Luke 
Baldoni, Lily Steele, and Aryhanna Applegate, who served dutifully throughout the school 
year. Each of them offered substantial insight and value during our meetings, and we are 
grateful for the student voice they brought to the Board table. We will begin looking for new 
student Board representatives in September from next year’s senior class, the Class of 
2027. This is an excellent opportunity for students to engage in civic life at a young age and 
to help represent their classmates' voices. 

Closing  

As we close out the school year, I want to thank everyone again for helping make this year a 
success. Our students have grown academically, artistically, athletically, and personally, and 
none of that would be possible without the steady work of our teachers, staff, leaders, 
families, and community.  I hope everyone has a great final 3 days of school, and I look 
forward to celebrating with many of you at our year-end ceremonies and graduation. 

With Gratitude, 

Robert J. Fisicaro, Ed. D. Superintendent  


