
Homer Community Consolidated School District 33C 

Board of Education  

Board Meeting Summary - May 26, 2026  

Christopher Trzeciak, President - Melissa Chandarana, Vice President - Aaron Wolf, Secretary 

Elizabeth Hitzeman, Member - Deb Martin, Member, - Josh Oster, Member - Lilly Miceli, Member 

 
 
 

Recognition of Visitors/Communication to the Board 

Recognition of Retirees: 
Susann Bricker 
Tammie Ebel 
Karen McNabb 
Kelly Mitchell 
Melissa Onesto 
Stephanie Pearson 
Shawnae Rimsnider 
Linda Salvatori 
Julie Andrulis 
Deborah Burke 
Karin Dybas 
Joan Giroux 
Mary Lynn Hoffman 
Kimberly Hoinacki 
Joan Kryl 
Barbara Logsdon 
Karen Norville 
Scott Masen 
 
Recognition of the 2026 IESA State Bowling Tournament: 

Boys 
Jacob Kowalczyk 
Connor Patera 
Wes Nusko 
John Anagnopoulos 
Joey Vacala 
 

Girls 
Brooke Lehnhardt 
Lexi VanDell 
Lily Strassle 
Nina Vega 
Lily Gaffney 
Belle Szmergalski  
 

Coach Andy Dole 
Coach Nicole Troha 



Mr. Glen Wagner expressed appreciation for Dr. Schoppe’s support of his child, Cyrus. Mr. Wagner 
shared that Dr. Schoppe provided meaningful support to both Cyrus and the band boosters, while 
also offering an empathetic ear throughout their experiences. Mr. Wagner acknowledged Dr. 
Schoppe’s ability to balance the roles of parent and superintendent with care and professionalism. 
Mr. Wagner noted continued work with Cyrus and shared that he felt heard and respected throughout 
the process. Mr. Wagner also shared that Cyrus dedicated a state-awarded arrow as a symbol of 
keeping students on target. Remarks concluded with thanks to Dr. Schoppe for the support provided 
to Cyrus and for the positive impact made on thousands of students over the years. 

Ms. Danielle Glisti-Rinaldi, whose daughter is a second-grade student at Butler, addressed the Board 
regarding concerns for her daughter. She read a letter from her daughter’s coach describing 
challenges her daughter has experienced and shared that she has personally witnessed times when 
her daughter’s concerns did not appear to be taken seriously. Ms. Glisti-Rinaldi emphasized her 
continued advocacy in seeking support and assistance for her daughter. 

Consent Agenda: 

●​ Approval of the consent agenda as presented 
●​ Approval of the April 28, 2026, Regular Board meeting minutes and the April 28, 2026, 

Regular Meeting Closed Session Minutes (Goal 4) 
●​ Treasurer's Report April 2026 (Goal 5) 
●​ Invoices Payable May 2026 (Goal 5) 

Resignations: 
 

Certified 
1)​ Rachael DeAngelis-Rush - Certified School Nurse at Schilling School - eff. 6/3/26 
2)​ Erica Turner - 4th Grade Teacher at Schilling School - eff. the end of the 2025-2026 

school year 
3)​ Haley Haring - Teacher at Butler School - eff. 5/17/26 
4)​ Nicole Fazio - Special Education Teacher at Young School - eff. 6/30/26  

 

Non-Certified 
1)​ April Cisneros - Paraprofessional at Hadley Middle School - eff. 5/15/26 
2)​ Matilda Rapaj - Lunchroom Monitor at Hadley Middle School - eff. 5/29/26 
3)​ Holly Behning - Custodian at Homer Jr. High School - eff. 6/19/26 
4)​ Alyssa Thielmann - Occupational Therapist - eff. 6/2/26 
5)​ Caitlyn Heckenast - Paraprofessional at Hadley Middle School - eff. 6.2.26 
6)​ Melissa Peters - Lunchroom Monitor at Goodings Grove - eff. 6/1/26 
7)​ Keith Marsden - Bus Driver at Transportation - eff. 6/2/26  

 

ESY 
1)​ Nancy Haslinger - ESY Paraprofessional at Schilling School - eff. 4/30/26 
2)​ Kevin Chorley - ESY Paraprofessional at Schilling School - eff. 5/18/26  

 



Separation of Employment: 
1)​ Richard Stewart - Bus Driver at Transportation - eff. immediately  

 
Employment Recommendation(s): 
 

Certified 
1)​ Ceili Singleton - Social Worker at Homer Jr. High School - eff. 5/26/26 
2)​ Isabella Krzeczkowski - 2nd Grade Teacher at Schilling School - eff. 8/17/26 
3)​ Erin Faxel - Social Worker at Young School - eff. 8/17/26 
4)​ Kathryn Sullivan - Speech/Language Pathologist at Butler School - eff. 8/17/26 
5)​ Kaiya Sellers - 8th Grade PE/Health Teacher at Homer Jr. High School - eff. 8/17/26 
6)​ Emma Cochonour - 1st Grade Teacher at Young School - eff. 8/17/26 
7)​ Megan Almaraz - Special Education Teacher at Goodings Grove - eff. 8/17/26  

 

Non-Certified 
1)​ Lucyna Rokicianski - Bus Driver at Transportation - eff. 8/19/26, dependent on 

successfully completing a criminal background check, the FMCSA background check, 
the bus driver physical examination, and obtaining the CDL and school bus permit for 
driving a school bus.  The anticipated start date above is an estimate. 

2)​ Keri Peters - Special Education (SI) Paraprofessional at Schilling School - eff. 8/17/26 
3)​ Amanda Usterbowski - Clerical Aide at Hadley Middle School - eff. 8/10/26 
4)​ Jennifer Lasak - Paraprofessional at Goodings Grove School - eff. 8/17/26  
5)​ Tabatha Seasock - Media Center Professional at Butler School - eff. 8/17/26 
6)​ Jessica Timmerman - Paraprofessional (SI) at Schilling School - eff. 8/17/26 
7)​ Theresa Cullen - Paraprofessional at Schilling School - eff. 8/17/26  

 

ESY 
1)​ Shannon Rochetto - ESY Paraprofessional at Schilling School - eff. 6/4/26 
2)​ Harmony Koshy - ESY Paraprofessional at Schilling School - eff. 6/4/26 
3)​ Yolanda Johnson-Maura - ESY Paraprofessional at Schilling School - eff. 6/4/26 
4)​ Renee Jilek - ESY Paraprofessional at Schilling School - eff. 6/4/26  

 

Summer Help 
1)​ Isla Sievers - Summer Custodian at Butler School - eff. 6/1/26  

 

Extra-Curricular 
1)​ 2026-2027 Clubs and Sponsors List 

Informational Reports: 

Homer Council & Homer Support Staff Council Report  
Ms. Wendy Bruin and Ms. Stephanie Piper recognized and congratulated the retirees honored 
earlier in the evening. Best wishes were extended to all for a successful conclusion to the school 
year. Remarks also included anticipation for upcoming professional development and curriculum 
work this summer. 



Homer Support Staff Council 
Ms. Kelly Zink, representing the Homer Council, thanked Mr. Scott Mason for dedicated service to 
both the union and the district. Ms. Zink also introduced new council leadership members, including 
Co-President Henry Pyrcioch; Vice-Presidents Whitney Foster-Munro, Trina Lindeman, Ben Cobbett; 
Treasurer Erin Sichak; Senators Mario Cerda, Bill Kocanda, and Dan Hardiman. 

Ms. Zink shared the success of the recent blood drive and thanked everyone who participated and 
donated. The event exceeded its goal, resulting in 102 lives potentially being saved. 

Principal Report 

Mrs. Short’s report is attached. 

Director’s Reports 

Buildings and Grounds 
Recognition was given to Evan Gier for the successful completion of the 2026 Eagle Scout Project, 
which included storage enhancements and organizational improvements for the band room. 
 

Mr. Russ’ presentation is attached. 

Special Services 
Ms. Karalus’ presentation is attached. 

Transportation 
Mr. Zurales’ presentation is attached. 

Assistant Superintendent Report 

Curriculum and Instruction 
Ms. Figurell’s report is attached. 

Superintendent's Report 
Dr. Schoppe’s presentation is attached.  

Board Reports 

●​ Mr. Oster and Mrs. Chandarana were recognized as the official legislative co-liaisons 
responsible for keeping the Board informed of legislation impacting the district. 

●​ Board training was discussed, including the Board’s historical participation in the annual Triple 
I Conference hosted by the Illinois Association of School Boards (IASB) each November. The 
topic was placed on the agenda due to interest in attending national conferences for 
additional professional development opportunities. Board members were asked to submit 
requests for conference attendance to Dr. Schoppe so the requests may be included on future 
Board agendas. 



Old Business 

●​ Approved the Intergovernmental Agreement for Orientation and Mobility Itinerant Services 
with New Lenox School District 122 for the 2026-2027 school year. 

 New Business: Informational 

●​ Presentation of the draft tentative Budget for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 
●​ First Read Recommendation - Mathematics Curriculum Resources for K-8 

Approved New Business 

●​ Approved 2026-2031 Strategic Long Range Plan 
●​ Approved the 2026-2027 athletic handbook 
●​ Approved a second coach for Girls Wrestling 
●​ Approved the 2026-2027 Transportation Department Handbook 
●​ Approved the 2026-2027 Hazardous Zone Resolution 
●​ Authorized an end of year check run in June, to be brought for Board approval in July. 
●​ Authorized the purchase of servers and computers, the manufacture and installation of a new 

campus road sign, the purchase of one wrestling mat set and classroom and office furniture, 
and contracting a 1:1 nurse for the 2026-2027 school year in the estimated total amount of 
$256,279.64 

●​ Approved the policy update/review memo (second read and adoption), PRESS Plus Update 
Memo (Issue 121), and the proposed policy updates (changes highlighted) 2:200, 2:220, 
2:250, 2:260, 4:165, 5:30, 5:50, 5:250, 5:330, 6:65, 6:100, 6:145, 6:170, 6:180, 7:20, 7:50, 
7:100, 7:185, 7:240, 7:260, 7:300, 8:90, 2:140-E, 7:220, 7:230, 7:280 

●​ Approved Authorization of Stipend: Psychology Mentor 
●​ Approved the Special Education Coordinator (11 months) job description 
●​ Appointed Tracy Lamont as the Assistant Principal at Schilling and Gooding Grove School 

and approve the contract with an annual salary of  $90,000, effective 7/1/26 
●​ Approved the updated Wellness and Food Allergy Guidelines 
●​ Approved position statements for IASB Resolution Committee 
●​ Approved Final Recommendation - DLT Recommendations (Common Assessments & 

Grading Updates) 

Future Agenda Items 

●​ An informational discipline report from HJH was presented in open session, with discussion 
focused on repeat offenders and vaping-related incidents. 

●​ Discussion also took place regarding the use of standardized data tracking sheets within the 
Special Education Department. 

 
     The next Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 23, at 7:00 p.m. 


