AP Human Geography Summer Work: Current Events & Human Geography

How does our environment determine our lifestyle and how do we shape our environment to

fit our needs?

Assignment: Create a digital presentation/poster that demonstrates the relevance of
geographical study to the world today. Find five news articles that are published over the
summer that relate to the concepts of human geography. Each of the following world regions
should be represented across your five articles: The Americas, Europe, The Middle East &
Northern Africa, Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa.

Please include or address the following in your presentation:

[J Location: Where is this event happening, and what physical or human features
characterize this location?

[ Scale: Is this event a local issue, a regional conflict, or a global phenomenon? How does a
change in scale alter how we view the problem?

[J Pattern: Are these events clustering in a specific area (e.g., disease outbreaks, voting
districts), or are they dispersed?

[J Interaction: How are humans modifying their environment in response to this news, and
how is the environment impacting human activities?

[J Link to the article

[J Image(s) that represents the article
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This event takes place in Skegness, a flat, low-lying beach town on the
North Sea coast of Lincolnshire, England. On the physical side, it's a
very flat area right by the ocean that is easily flooded, while the human
side is defined by lots of tourists, caravan parks, and big concrete walls
built to keep the water out. Locally and regionally, this is a massive
emergency for the people living there, because a major flood could
destroy the local economy and put over 60,000 residents in danger.
However, if you look at it on a global scale, the way you see the
problem changes completely: Skegness isn't just dealing with a random
local issue, but is actually a small exampﬂe of a huge worldwide
problem caused by cﬁmme change and rising sea levels.

Looking at the map, these flooding disasters aren't just randomly spread
out everywhere; instead, they form a clear cluster tightly packed along
low-lying coastlines and river valleys that sit right at sea level. This
situation shows a dangerous back-and-forth interaction between
humans and the environment. In the past, people heavily modified the
land by draining marshes and building big sea walls to hold back the
ocean so they could live there. Now, the environment is fighting back
with stronger storms and higher waves, making those man-made walls
useless. Because the environment is making it too dangerous to stay,
humans are now forced to change their behavior again—this time by
talking about a "managed retreat,” which basically means giving up on
the walls-and moving entire communities further inland fo survive.
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