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Psalm 146  
1   Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2  I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 
3  Put not your trust in princes, 
in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
4  When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; 
on that very day his plans perish. 
 
5  Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord his God, 
6  who made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, 
who keeps faith forever; 
7  who executes justice for the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry. 
 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8  the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the Lord loves the righteous. 
9  The Lord watches over the sojourners; 
he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
 
10  The Lord will reign forever, 
your God, O Zion, to all generations. 
Praise the Lord! 
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1 Samuel 8 – Israel Demands a King ​ ​ ​  

1 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn son was 
Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3 Yet his sons did not walk in 
his ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes and perverted justice. 

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and said to him, 
“Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us 
like all the nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” 
And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all 
that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over 
them. 8 According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt 
even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. 9 Now then, obey 
their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king who shall reign 
over them.” 

10 So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking for a king from him. 11 He 
said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint 
them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his chariots. 12 And he will appoint for 
himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to 
reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take 
your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and 
vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 15 He will take the tenth of your grain and 
of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants. 16 He will take your male servants and 
female servants and the best of your young men and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He 
will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out 
because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the LORD will not answer you in that 
day.” 

19 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be a king 
over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us 
and fight our battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in 
the ears of the LORD. 22 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey their voice and make them a king.” 
Samuel then said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.” 
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1 Corinthians 12:12-26 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if 
the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 
less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the 
whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members 
in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 
20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no 
need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 
and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our 
unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not 
require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that 
there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 
If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 
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