AP Language and Composition
Required Summer Reading Assignment

Advanced Placement Language and Composition is an intensive study of rhetoric and how language
works. Through close reading of non-fiction prose, students develop their ability to analyze, synthesize,
and evaluate language and text with greater awareness of purpose and strategy while strengthening
their composition abilities. The course is intended for motivated students who wish to increase their
abilities in analytical reading and writing, especially of the argument.

There are two parts to your summer reading assignment. It is suggested that you complete Part 1 first
to assist you in completing the rest of the assignment.

Directions

e Part 1: The Language of Composition: Reading, Writing, Rhetoric - Chapter One
o Print, read, and take notes on Chapter 1 of the textbook: Introducing Rhetoric Using the
Available Means.”
You will find the chapter at the end of this handout for printing.
Notes should be handwritten.
There will be a short quiz on this chapter during the first week of class.

e Part 2: Persuasive Speech
o Write two short speeches (350 to 500 words each) that address the following scenarios:

Speech 1: Convince your parents that transferring to a different school for your
senior year makes sense.

Speech 2: Convince your current high school friend(s) that transferring to a
different school for your senior year makes sense.

o Review your notes from Chapter 1. Focus on the following elements of rhetoric and be
sure to consider them when you craft your speeches.

Requirements:

Audience
Context
Occasion
Purpose
Ethos
Pathos
Logos

e Part 1: Chapter 1 - Notes must be handwritten and brought to class on the first day of the

semester.

® Part 2: Speeches - Speeches must be typed in a Google Doc and ready for submission to Google
Classroom on the first day of class.




The Language of Composition
Reading * Writing *  Rhetoric

Chapter One
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P90 many pecple, the word rhetoric signals that trickery or deception is afoot.

4. They assums that-an advertiser Is frylng to manipulate a consumer, & politician
wants ta obscure & point, or & spin dostor is spinning. *Empty rhetoricl” is a comimon
eriticism — and at imes, an indictment. Yet the ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle
(384-322 5.c.5.) defined rhetoric as “the faculty of observing in any given case the
avallable means of persuasion.”

At its best, rhetoric is a thoughtiul, reflective activity leading toeflective commu-
nication, including the rational exchange of differing viewpoints. In.our day, as in the
time of Aristotie, those who understand and can use the available means to appeal
to an audience of one or many find themselves in a position of strength. They have
the fools 1o resolve conflicts without confrontation, to persuade readers or listeners to
support their pogition, or to move others to take action:

Fhetoric is not just for Roman senators in togas. You might use thetoric 1o con-
wince a friend that Prince was the greatest musiclan of his generation, explain to
teaders of your blog why Night of the Living Dead is the most influential horror movie
of all thie, or persuade your parents that they should buy you the Jatest model of
smariphone. Rhetoric s also not just aboutspeeches. Every essay, political cartoon,
photograph, and advertisement s designad to convince you of something. To simplify,
we will call all of these things texts because they are cultural products that can be
“read,” meaning not just consumed and comprehended, but investigated. We need to
be able to “read between the lines,” regardiess of whether wa'te reading apolitical ad,
a poliical cartoon, or a political speech. The writer, speaker, or artist makes strategic
dacisions to appeal to an audience of a text, Even in docurnentary films, every ded-
siari —such as what fiohting fo use for a0 interview, what music to play, what to show
and what toleave out — constitutes a rhetorical choice based on what the filmmaker

inks will be mpst persuasive,

And rhatoric is not just for English class. By approaching texts thetorically in your
oiher courses — whether you're analyzing an environmenial issue, proposing a strat-
egy to addrass an sconomic problem, or arguing the causes of a historical event- you
can apply the eritical fiteracy skills that you develop. But there's even a bigger picture;
informed citizenship. That concept might sound digtant and loity, bt democracy
showtd not be aken Tor granted. Our nation’s founders may have given us the basic
sools for craating a dermocratic sockty, but a government by congent of the people wil
always need iis peaple to be well-informed ang 0 engage with others In oivil discourse.
Onharwise, how canwe hope to slect & fair government and create a just sociaty? As
informed citizéns and consumers who understand how metoric works, we can be wary
of ranipulation or deceit while stil appreciating sffective and ohil communication.




Learning rhetoric will teach you o spot the tricks an advertiser is trying to play on you, to
identify sources of misinformation and propaganda ncluding “fake news"), and to think

criticaily. It's also Important to.go beyond critique 1o produce effective arguments of your
own as you develop a public identity in varlous communities ~ whather you're af school,

onsocial media, or out in the “real world.” So, let's get started.
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Lat’s begin by looking at a speech that naarty sveryons has read or heard: the farewel!

speech that baseball player Lou Gehig gave at an Appreciation Day held in his honor on
July 4, 1839, Gehrig had recently isarned that he was suffering from amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS), an incurable neurclogical disorder that has come o be known as Loy
Gehrigs disease. Although Gehrig was 4 reluctant spaaker, the fang’ chant-of "Wa want
Lot™ braught him to the podium 1o deliver one of the mast powerful and heartfelt speaches

of all time.

Farewsell Speech

L0 GEHRIG
Fans, for the past twoweeks you have been read-
ing abiout s bad break 1 got. Yet today | consider
myself the Tucklest man anthe fuce ul theeanth,
¥ have been in ballparks for sevenitcen years and
have never recrived anything but dndness and
encoutagerment from you fang

Look at these grand men, Which of you
wouldn't consider it the Dighlight of Kis career
just Lo sssociate with thern for even one day?
Sure, I'm fueky. Whowouldn'teonsider itan
honoy 1o have nown Jacob Ruppert? Also, the
fuilder of basehall’s geeates empire, Bd Rarrow?
To have spent sieyears with tay wonderfol Hule
tellow, Miller Huggins® Thea 1o have spem the
next nine years with that omstanding leader, that
smartsiugent of psychology-— e best manager
in basshall today, Jor McCarthy? Swe, U'm Jucky.

When the New York Giants, 2 tearm you
would give your right som to beat, and vice
versa, sends you a gift~thats something
When everybody down 1o the groundskeepers
amd those boys tn white coats remoembaeryou
with rophies —ihavs something! When you
have s wonderful motherda-law who takes
stides with you In squabbles against ber own
daughter — that’s sumething! Whenvon have
4 father and mother who work all their Bees sa
thar you can have.an education and bulld vour
Body - it's a blessing! When you hove s wife
whao Isas been awower of strengh and shown
o couvage than vou dreamed existed o that’s
the finest Fknow!

S0 1 close insaying that Unighthave been
given o bad break, bue Lhave an ewfiul lov w live fog!
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Whilfe in our time the word rhateric may suggest deception, this spsech reminds us that
thetoric can serve sincerity as well. No wonder one commentator wrote, “Low Gehrigs
speech almost rocked Yankee Stadium off its fest.”

QOccasion, Context, and Purpose

Why s this an effective speech? First of all, rheloric.is always situational. Every textis infit-
eneed by the histodoal, cultural, arvd social movements of s time. We call these troad ndiu-
ences context Within that cortext, atext s also directly informad by the occasion —the
spacific circumstances, aimosphere, attitudes, and events surounding thegreation of the
text. The cccation involves an opportune moment for decision or action — which gives rise to
the text. Sometimes, the cocasion is immediately apparent, such asin the case of an attack,
an slection, or anatural disaster. in other instances, the speaker must clarify, and sven argue
for, the pooasion, to convines people of its urgency.

in the vase of Gehrig's speech, the occasion is Lou Getvig Appreciation Day. More
specifically, his moment comes at home plate between games of a doubleheader The con-
text is first and foremost Gehrig's recent announcement of his fliness and his subsequent
retireriont, but a5 & often the case, the context goes wall beyand that. Gehrig, knownas
e “iron Horss," held the record for consecutive games played (2,130 and was one of
the graatest siuggers of all time. For such a durable and poweriul athiete to fall vigtimio.a
disease that strips away strength and coordination seemad an especially cruel fate. Just
aoouple of weeks sarlier, Gehrig was still playing ball; by the time he gave this spesch, he
was 0 weak that his manager had 1o help hirn walk out 1o the reound for the cersmony,

Purpase is the goal the speaker wants to achieve. One of Gehrig’s chiof purposes.in
delivering this speech is to thank his fans and teammates, but healso wants 1o damon-
strate that he rerains positive: he emphasizes his past luck and present optimism and
downplays his iiness, He miakes a single refarence to the diagnosis and does so in the
strong; straigntiorward language of an athlete: he got & “bad break.” There s no blame, no
seif-pity, no ples Yor sympathy. Throughout, he maintaing hig focus: 1o thank his fans and
temmmates fortheir support and get on with watching the ballgame. Gehlg responds as a
true Yankes, niot just the tearn but the can-do Yankee spirit of America, by acknowledging
his iiness and accepting his fate with dignity, honor humility, and even a touch of humor

The Rhetorical Triangle

Another mportant aspect of the rhetorical situation ia the relationship among the
speaker, audience, and subject, One way to-conceptualize the relationship among
those alpmens fs through the rhetorical triangle, Sorne referto it as the Aristotelian




triangle bocause Aristotle used 2 triangle to illustrate how these three slaments are
intenelated. How a speaker perceives the relationships among these elements will go a
long way toward determining what he or sbe says and how he.or she says it

Let’s use the rhetoricat tiangle to analyze Gehrig's spesch.

donenys jeapoleyy o TR

Audience £ > Subject
Aristotie’s Rhetorical Triangle

The speaker is tha parson or group who treates a text. This might be g politician wha
delivers a spesch, a commantator who writes an article, an artist who draws a political car
100, O evan a company that commissions ar acdvertisement. Don't think of the speaker
solely as a name, but consider g description of who the speaker i$ in the context of the text
Thi speaker of the speech we just read 18 not just Lou Gehrig, but baseball hero and ALS
victim. Sometimes, theve ks o diference between whn the speaker is in real life and the role
the speakesr plays whaen delivering the speech. This s called a persona. Parsona comes
from e Gresk word for mask”; i means the face or character that a speaker shows o his
or her audlence, Lou Betvig is 2 lamous baseball herg, but In his speech he prasents himsel!
a8 2 comitnon man who is modest and thankful for the opportunities he's had.

The audience Is the istener, viewer, or resdear of a text o performance, butitls
impariant to note that there may be multips sudiences. Mogt of the time, there Is & pri-
mary or intended audience, but there may also be secondary or sven urintended audi-
enoes. Think, &y instance, of someone ghving & speech fo a particular audiance gathered
in an auditonum - the primary and intended audience; ¥ the-speech, or part of it ends up
an sotial madia, there is-another larger audisnce that the speaker may or may nid have
anticipated. When making rhetorical degisions, speakers start by asking whal values thelr
intended audience holds, particulady whather the audisnce Is hostite, friendly, or neutral,
and how informed i s on the topic st hand, Sure, Gehirig's audience was his sarmmates
and the fans in the ladiure thatday, but B was gise e teams he played against, the fans
listening on the radio, and posterdty —us.

The subject is the topic. And the sublect should not be confused with the pumose,
which Is the goal the speaker wants fo achieve, Gehiig’s sublentis notonly his fliness, but
also all the lucky breaks that preceded hig diagnasis,

el
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This easay Is from the Columbus Dispatch, an Ohio newspaper with & weekdy “First Person”
forum that features articles by renders. At the tima, the author was g high-school senior,
Analyze the rhotorical situation, paying close attention to the persona of the speaker, the
uontaxt, the subject, the intended sudisnce, and the purpose.

| For '%‘eex}a"ggx"{}ﬁjéb a Sign of Freedom, Not Stricture

MINA SHAHINFAR

Wiy would you wear that? Arern't you hot under
HE Ave you bald?

Such questions are amuong those 1 field most
gvery day.

Othier phople see my headsoarf but cannot
see why ! make such a religlous commitment,

As 3 Muslio-American, § frequently hove o
explain my hijab. T don’t mind ove that some
people are curious abour why Istand out.

But nothing conld have left me more fasct- &
nuted, or unterly shocked, than this recent quics-
tiore Why does your religion denigrate women?

1 felrofferided, disappointed, and
heartbroken,

1'd miet the gird i the lunch ne dudag a
summer program I was atiending. She asked the
guestion with the deepest sincerity. Bvidently,
w many other people, vy religon cruelly sy
bolizes the oppression of wonen.

Fventually overcoming my bewliderment,

1 smiled, and responded: "Good question. But
vou've got it all wrong”

When outsiders ook at the poliicsand
clneeof the Middle Bast, they inevitubly sce
overwhelming male dominance, But culture
and religion are not one and the same.

Yes, In sorme pansof the Idlamic world, H
unforiunately, women are victims ~ victims
of compuisory hijab, demestic violence, vape
stonisiy apd honorkillings. These areremnants
of & predieenl world, of patriarchy and of mis-
guided interpretation of the Quran.

Moreoves, in theworld today, excellent
womern are often defized by their relation
1o men. Many people can’t comprehond the

bt B g 8 e o o i i

process of hijab as an expression of mutual
respect, equality, and social harmony for both
women and men. Hijab isa'tmerely a doth
around the bead; itis an observance, a way of
life, an expression of oneseld.

Hijab for men primarily exists in dignified
actions and manners, In the same way, swomen
wxpress hijsb, but they also can choose 1o adopt
a'visible symbol.

My decision 1o ohserve hijab, the greatest
gift 've ever given myself, confirms my status a3
g Muslim without sltering my comimitinent (o
feminism.

For most of my fife, [wagthe image of the
typical American girl:Jong halr flowing eyes
sparkling skirtperfectly fitting.

More recently, sinee T sfarted high school,

1 have made room for an addition fo my moom-
{ngroutine: As] petdressed, Tiight go formy
fovarite Abercrombie skiuny jeans and long
glesve Toshirt. Burthen T secure my hair with an
elastic ge, carefully wrap my scar] along the rim
of my face, drape itaver tmy bun, and adjust any
wrinkles slong the edge,

What ] reveal by the covering has a mueaning
entirely ernblematic ol oy feminisen. And [ walk
out the door consclously aware that | sland oun

By choosing hijab, Ldisplay who Lam, But
1 choose 1 emphasize other aspects of myself
that forea my dentty my digraetes, intellecy
quirky personality, and fllusory hopes end
dreams— my inner existence. By choosing hijab,
1 Hberate myself o the shackles of the status
quo, the same way a feminist counters social
conformity. When ofhers interaet with me, they
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e aud listen womy Moughis sod ideas, rather People shouldr't congeal theic thoughts

chianfoeus oo my physical appearanee. beneath their cloties to please soclety, Hijab

My hijab reflects more of me then g million was my solution, With it,  set myself frew; all the
sirands of holr ever coudd. Tamanything but while unapologetically defylng gender norms.
oppressed. What could possibly be more fentinist? 2

Recognizing Rhetoric

Untiorstanding the rhetorical situation underlying a written text helps us read between the
fines toflly grasp te message —and this is aiso bue of all Kinds of visual texts, Bven artists
create wark within a specific context and use specific siralegies to portray thelr subject matter
in & particular fight. As an example, lel’s ook at the painting by the Mexican artlst Frida Kahlo
(16071954} entitled Seif-Portmait on the Borderiine batween Mexico and the Unifed States.

s e mhors Pt i

N e Priewse CoilectionPhote DOkl s Inoges Mekdgamns lrnages

2017 P

Mors than @ self-portratt, this painting, completed in 1982, is a commentary on two
societies — traditional Mexico and aheavily industrialized Linitad States. Iy this case, the
speaker is the artist, who stands at the center of the painting, The cccasion is that Kahlo
was traveling in the United States with her fushand Diego Rivers, who was commissionerd
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to paint murals forthe Datrolt Institute of the Arls. The sublect is Kahlo's vearriing for her
nomeland during her stay in what she referred 10 “Gringolandia.”

i we examine the sortrast Kahio draws between Mexicn and the United States, we begin
to understand her purpose. Frida stands batwesan a pre-Columbian wmple that reminds
us of Mexico's ancient, indigenous heritage, and 8 U.S. factory, which is depicted through
smoke-belching chimney stacks labeled “Ford.” in fact, the sun, moon. and lightning bolt
on the Maxdean side suggest the power of nature, whils ihe smoke on the U8, side portrays
industrial waste and poliution. Along ths bottom of the painting, there are native plants in
bloom In Maxica, while in the United States, three afler-looking machines with black elechric
cords appearto be growing from the gound. The rich earth tones of plant ifs contrast
sharply with the gray tones used 1o depict the mechanical environment of the factores,

So i Kahio's purpose is 1o contrast & culture more attiined to natural forces with an
industrialized and dehumanizad one, who is her audience? This is not an sasy question,
but we might speculate that the central figure holding & WMexican flag Is reminding her North
Amencan neightiors — and hosts — that theirs s notthe anly, nor necessarlly the superiar,
socigly. We might even say that, 1o achieve her purpose, Kahlo idealizes her ownmore tradi-
tional, sgrarian culture while she exaggerates the factories that dominate the U.8. landscaps.




Now that we've practiced analyzing the rhetorical situation, the next step Is to use the
tools of rhetaric o persuade an audience. Let's start with what Arstotle called rhetorical
appeals. He ldentified thiree inain.appeals: sthos, loges, and pathos. These are important
I that they provide a structure and a reminder that effective thetori takes into account all
three, though rarely in squal measure.

Ethas

A speaker's ethos {Greek for “charactar™ — experiise, knowledge, expedencs, sincerty,
or & combination of these factors — gives the audiencs 1 reason for listening to this person
on this subject. By effective ethos, wemean ways thet tho speaker demonstrates that he
or she is brustworthy and credible. Think, for example, of a speach discouraging tesnagers
from drinking. Speakers might appeal 10 ethos by stressing that they are concemed
parents, psychologists specializing inalcoholism or adolescent behavior, or recovering
alcoholics themselves, Appsals 1o ethos oftan emphasize shared valuas between the
speaker and the audience: when a parent speaks to- other parents in the same community,
thers is a shared concern for their children’s sducation or weli-being. Lou Gehrig brings
the sthos of being a tegendary athlete lo his speech, yet in it he establishes a different
kind of sthos ~ that of @ regular guy and & good sport who shiares the audisnce’s love of
baseball and family. And like them, he has known good luck and bad breaks.

Automatic Ethos
Insome instances, a speaker's reputation immadiately sstablishes ethos. For exampis,
the speaker may be r scholar in Russian history and aconomics as well as the nation's
secretary of stale. Or the epeaker may be “the dog whispers:,” a well-known animal
behaviorist. In these instances, the speaker brings sthos to the text; but in other cases,
a speaker establishes ethos through what he or she says in the text by sounding reasen-
able, acknowledging other opinions, or baing thoughtiul and well-informed.

LabPs look at an example of how a speaker’s fitle or status sutomatically brings ethos
{o the rhetorical situation, On September 3, 1838, King George VI gave a radic address o
the British people declaring that the country was at war with Germany. The vary fact that
he is king gives him g certain degres of attomatic ethos Yo speak on the subject of war,
yet King George alse smphasizes the shared values thal unite sveryone.

i s NS A St T 4o snoapine s T o e

The King’s Speech {September 3, 1939)
KING GEORGE VI

Fo this grave hour, perhaps the most fatefalin youss if Pweze able to cross your threshald and
hisresey, J serd to every bousehold of my peoples, speak to you mysell.

both at home and oversess, this ressage, spokes For thie second tme In the lves of most of
with the same depth of feeling fortach one of s, we are-al wan Over and gver agaln, we e
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tried o find o pesceful way out of the ditferences
berween ourselves and those who are now our
engrnies, but it has been fu vain, We have been
forced into a confiicr, forwe are called, with our
allies, to meet the challenge of a prindiple which,
ifit were 16 prevail, would 'be fmal to aoy civilized
order in theworld.

itis s principle which permits a state in the
selfish pursuit of power to disregard its treaties
and ¥ts solemn pledges, which sancdons the
use of force or threarof force against the sover-
eignty and independence of other states, Such
4 principle, stripped of all disguise, is surely the
mere primitive doctrine that might is right, and
If this principlewere established thraughout the
world, the freedom of otr own country and of the
whole British Commonwealth of nations would
be'tny dangec Burfar mare than this, the peoples
of the world would be kept in bondage of fear,
and all hopes of settled peace auid of the security

of justice and Hberty among nations, would be
eaded.

This is the ultimate Issug which con.
fronts us. For the sake of all we ourselves hold
dear, and of the world order and peace, itis
unthinkable that we should refuse to meerthe
challenge,

1t is {0 this high purpose that Lnow calimy
people arhome and my people across the seas
whe will make our eause their own. I ask them
10 stand calnyand frm and united inthis dine
of irinl. The task will be hard. There ruay be dark
days ahead, and war can ne longer be confined
tor the Hagdelieid, but we can only do the right
as we see theright, and reverantly eommit our
cause o God. Foneand all we keep resolutely
faithful to it, ready for whatever service or sac-
rifice it may demand, then with God’s help, we
shall prevail.

May He bless and keep us all.

At the ouisat, King George expresses his commiitment to his peapls, his subjects,
knowing that he is asking them to make their own commitment and sacrifice. As their
king, he is nol expected 1o present himself as & common man, yet he establishes the
ethos of a common experience. He tells them he speaks “with the same depth of feel-
ing .. . asif  wers able to cross your threshold and speak to you myseif.”

King George uses “we” in onder o speak as one of the people. He acknowledges that
“wee are af war” for “the sboond fime i the ves of miost of us.® He also uses the Inclusive
first person plursl possessive as he identifies “our enemies,” not Britain's enermies, This
parsonalization and emphasis on the people thamsalves is followed by several sertences
inat are miuch more sbstract in discussion of a “principle.” At the'end of that discussion,
Kingy George reinforces the nation’s shared values: “For the sake of alt we ourselves holg
dear, and of the world ordar and peace, 1 is unthinkable that we should refuse fo mest the

challenge.®

He then calls the citlzenry to “this high purpuse”™ and refeirs to thom not as citizons
or subjscts but a8 “my people,” a description that suggests a closeness rather than
emphasizing the distance betwesrr g niler and his subjects. The penultimate para-
graph’s reterences to "God” are ancther reminder of their shared belisis: they worship
the same god and *commit {thelr] cause™ to him. King Georgs brings ethos o his
spaech by viriue of his position, but when he assures his audiance that “we shall pre-
vall,” rather than saying that England or Britain shall provall, he is buliding ethos based
on their common plight and common goals. They are all in this together, from King to

CRITINONRET




Building Ethos

So, what do you do if you're not a king? Writers and speakers often have {0 build their
sthos by suplaining their credentlals or background to their teaders, or by-emphasizing
shared values, You're more likely to fisten to someone who s qualified to speak on a
subject or who shares your intorosts and consems. Following ls the opening from Hillbilly
Elegy,a 2016 memoir by JJ. D. Vance about the white working class in Appatachia, Nole
how Vance builds his ethos by acknowledging that he has no automatic ethos and antici-

pating concerns that his sudisnce might bave.

s

from Hillbilly Elegy
}. DL VANGCE

My name is 1 D, Vance, and [think | should start
with & confessior: { find the existence of the
book you hiold in your hands somewhat absurd.
it saye right there on the cover that ity a memoly
bz Um thirty-one vears old, and I'li be the first
to adrait that Pve socomplished nothing great

jos riry life, certainly nothing that would justify a
compleis stranger paving money 1o vead about
it. The soolest thing I've done, at least o paper,
is graduste from Yale Law School, something
thirteen-yearold L. D. Vance would have consid-
wred ludiceous. But about two hundred people
do the same thing every veay and trustme, you
don’twant to read about yeoest of their lives. Tam
nat s senator, 3 governiay, or a former cabinet sec-
retary, | haven'tstarted a billion-dolar company
or a world-changing nonpeofit, I have a nicejob,
2 happy marriage, & comfvrtable Home, and two
Jeely dogs.

So T didn't write this book because I've
accomplished something extraordinary. 1
wrate this book because U've achipved some-
thing quite ordinary, which dossn't lisppen
1o most kids who grow up like me. Yo sed, 1
grew uppoot in the Bust Belt, inan Ohio steel
rawn that has been hetorthiaging jobs and
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hope for as long as 1 can remember. T have,
to put it mildly, a complex relationship with
my parents; one of whom has struggled with
addiction for nearly my entize life. My grand-
parents, neither of wham graduared from high
sehinol, raised me, and few members of even
my extended family attended college. The
statisties rell vou that kids like me face a grim
fature - that i they're Jucky, they'll manage to
avoig welfare; and If they're unlucky, they'll die
of & heroin overdase, as bappened to dozens in
my smalf hormetown just last year.

 Twas one of those kids witha grim future.
{ alinost falled out of high school. Inearly gave
in 1o the deep anger and resentment harbored
by everyone amund me, Today people took st
me, st my job and my Ivy Leagoe credentials,
and assume that Fro some sert ol genius, that
oily o truly extraordinacy person could have
made it to whese T am wday. With il doe
respect 1o those prople, | think hat theoty is
a load of bullshit. Whatever talepts T have; 1
almost sgunndered votil & handful of loving
peaple rescied me.

‘That is the reabstory ol my Hife, and that s

why Twirote this book.

Vance starts off By 8cknowledging that & menolr by someons who is just over 30 yoars
plid might seerm presumpluous of downright ridiculous, He also fresly admits that he
hasnl done anything “extrzordinary™; although graduating from Yale Law Bchontis ne
srrali feal, he claims that this accomplishment shoukd not compel people 1 spand money

13
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on his hook or take time to read it Vangs furthey builds his ethos ag a self-gffacing, hum-
ble person when he thanks *a handful of loving people” who enabled his modest achieve-
ments, However, he @lso points out that what seems “ordinary™ to most of his readers is
hardly 50 lo the communily he's writing abold — the comimunity he was raised in and thus
has credibility to speak of, When he describes a place *bemorrhaging jobs and hope,”

it Is clearly a place he knows well, and his honasty about himself and his environment
ancourages readers to rust him. His attitude is likely to appeal 1o readers who believe in
hard wark and sducation, both qualities Ris e story reflects, though not at the expense of
huroiiity.

Logos

Speakers appeal 16 logos, or reason, by offering clear, rational ideas. Appealing 10-logos
Greek for “ambodied thought”] means thinking fogically — having a clear maln idea

and using specific detalls, examples; facts, statistics, or expari testiiony to back it up.
Creating a logical argument often involves defining the terpis of the argument and iderti-
fying connections such as causality. It can also require considerable research. Evidence
from axpert sources and authorities, fects; and quantitative data can be very persuasive i
selected carefully and presented acouratsly, Sometimes, writers and speakers add charts
and graphs as 8 way 10 present such information, but often they weave ihis Information
into their argument.

Although on fisst reading or hearing, Lou Gehrig's speech may seam largely smotional,
it is actually based onfrrefutable logic. He starts with the thesis that he s "the luckiest
manon the face of the sarth™ and suppornts it with two pointsr{1) the love and kindnass
he's received in his seventeen yemrs of plaving baseball, and {2) a list of great people who
have baen his fends, faroily, and teammates In that time.

Conceding and Refuting

One way to appeal to logos Is o acknowledge a counterargument — that Is; to antici~
‘pate ohjsctions or opposing views. Whils you roight worry that raising an opposing view
could poke a hole i your argumant, you'll be vuinerable I you ignore ideas that run
counter 10 your own, In acknowledging a courderargument, you agres fooncsde) that

an opposing argument may ba true or reasonable, but thea you deny {refute) the validity




of afl ar part of the grgument. ‘This combination of concession and refutation actually
strengthens your own argument; it appeals 1o logos by demonstrating that you under-
stand g viewpoint other than your own, you'vs thought through oiher evidence, and you

stand by your view,

in fonger, more complex texis, the writer gy address the counterarguiment ingreater
depth, but Lou Gehrig simply concedes what some of his listeners may think — that his
g break s a causs for discouragerment or despalr. Bebrig rafutes ihis by saying that
he has "an gawhul ot to five forl” Granted, he irnplies his concession rather than stating
# outright: but in addressing it at all, he acknowledges a contrasting way-of viewing his

shtuation - that i, a counterarguiment.

Here is ancther example by Alice Waters, a famous chet, food activist, and author.
Wiiting in the Nation magazine, she argues for acknowladgment of the full consequences

of wihiat she calls *our national diet”

from Slow Food Nation

ALICE WATERS

it's no wonder our national attention span s so
short: We ger hasnmered with the message that
everything in pur lives should bedast, cheap,
and easy - especlally fuod. So conditoned are
we 1o believe that food should be almost free
thwt even the rich, who pay 2 dnier fraction of
thelr incomes for food than has ever been pated
in Bt history, grumble at the price of an
organic peach «a peich grown for Bavor and
picked, perfectly ripe, by a jocal farener whe is
taking carenf the land and payiag hisworkets a
fair wage, And yot. a8 the wiiter and farmes David
Mas Masumoto recently poioted out, pousd

for pound, peaches that goud still cost less thian
Trwinkies, When we claim that eating well is an
glitist preoceupation, we create s smuokesereen
that abscures the fundamental role our food dect-
sions hiave inshaping the warld. The reason that
cating well in this country Costs more than enting
pantlyis that we havea st of agricultural policies
that subsidize fast food and make fresh, whole-
somme foods, which recelve no governiment sup-
port, seem expensive. Organic foods searmn elitist
anly because indusixial food is ardficially cheap,
with s reat costs being charged to the public
sk, the public hewlth, and the environment,

T deveiop & logieal argument for petter, healthier food for everyone, Waters refules
the counterargumerd that any food that is not “fast, cheap and sasy™ is “elitist.” She
doss that by redefining lerms such as “chesp,” “feating] wall,” “axpensive,” and *cosl.”
She explains {n a step-by-step fashion the “smokescresn” of price that many people
use 1o argue that mass-produced fast food is the best atternative for 2l but the very
wealthy, She points out that “{olrganic foods seem elitist only because industeialfood
is artificially cheap” {emphasis added). Waters asks her readers 1o think more doaply
about the relationships among gvallability, production, and distribution of food; she

appedls to reason.
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Mohete

inthe following axcerd from a 2016 New York Tines editorial, shiother Naturs i§ Prought 1o You
wm,"ﬁmez.amwmmmwwmkwamwtmmwmmwiw
aflowing mmshmﬁmmmmwwu pppesis to logoy to make his cuse,

TIM WU

This vear parks in several states inchading fdaho
and Washington, and the Hagional Park Service,
will e blazing a new trail, figurativaly at loust, 88
they begin offering ppportunities o adverdsers
within their borders.

King County in Washington, which manages
2%, 000 acres of parkland surroding Seattle,
offers 2 foll branding mep Namping rights
orsponsorships may be had for park trails,
benches and aven gees, “Make our fivemillion
wisitors your next customers; the connty Wgss
potential advertisers.

King County already partnered with
Chipote 1o hide 30 glant seplica burritos on
parkland bearing the ingo-of tie agency and the
restaurant chain, People who found the burrios
won prizes from Chipotie.

In May, the Mational Park Service pro-
pused allowing corporate hranding as 8 maner
of “donor recognition” As The Washingtan
posteaporied, under new rales 36110 §0 inio
affect at the end of the year, “an auditorium
arYosermit Natipoal Park named after Coke
will now bé permited” and “gisitors could
rour Bryee Canyonin a buswrapped in the
- aichelin Manl

‘e logic behind these efforts is, indis s
awn way, unimpeacheble. Many miltions.of
people— thatls, “geen cntisimens” - visit parks
every 4 representng an uirealized marketing
opporturity of great value Yes, patrks are roeant
ro e nanwal, not eopnmereial, but times ar¢
tough, oF #O3EY ijye backers of the new sohemos.

The spread ol &ﬁwrﬁsingw-mmml gl
tingsis just atasia of what's coming, Over the

from Mother Nature Is Brought 1o You By ...

next decade, prepare for a newwave of efforts

1o reach sarae of fhe last remaining bastions of
peace, quiel, and individual focus fike schoods,
Ihraries, churches, and even Sur humes.

Some of this reflects technological change,
purthe veal reasonds the husiness madel of
what § gall the “sttention merchants” Untike
ordinary businesses, which sell a produdt, auen:
gon merchants sell prople 1o advertisers. They
do so either by finding captive sudiences (ke
atapark OF school) or by giving stuff away to
gather up conswmer dar for resale.

Once upun a me, this wasa business
model largely restricted to television and news-
papers, where it remnained within certain Bmits.
Over the lasy decade, thongh, it has spreadto
nearly gvery new technology, and started pene-
watingspaces iong fhought inviolate.

n school districts in Minnespla sid
Califarnia, student lockers are sometimes
covered by large; banner-style advertisements.
oo that the school hallways are what market-
ers call # fully inumersive experience, Oither
schools have allowed advertising jnside gymo-
nastums and en report cirds and permission
slips. The Associased Press reported thisveur
that & high school near South Bend, Ind., “sold
the naming rights to its football field vo o bank
fir $400,000, 118 haseball Beld to anawte deal
ership, itss6ftball field to o law Hrm, ts rennds
coutt to & phitanthropic couple and {ts Cones.

cion stands 1 & treand AuIe-CaTE Company
and o restaurant’

fven megathurches, with their farge snd loyal
congregations, have Come Lo 5ee thie upsideof

$ie



mentioned “The Chronicles of Namia” during
services, For the 2013 release of "Supermoan: Man
of Steely pastors were supplied with notes for g
sermon Hiled "Jesus: The Original Superhers”

“relevant™ marketing, yielding the bisarre specia-
dle of product placements bn serros. In one of
the first suchyefforts, pastors in 2005 were offered o
chance (o win $1,000 and  trip to Londan ihey

Pathos

Pathos is an appeal 1o erotions, values, desites, and hopes, on the one hand, or fears
and prejudices, on the other. Although an argument that appeals exclusively to the emo-
tions is by definition weak = it's genarally propagandistic in purpose and more polemical
than persuasive - an offective speaker or writer understands the power of evoking an
audience’s emotions by using such tools 38 figurative languags, personal anecdotes, snd
vivid images.

Lou Getirig uses the Informal first person {f} quite naturally, which reinforces the endly
sense that he s a guy who is speaking on no one's behalf but his own. He also chooses
words with stong positive connotations: grand, greatest, wonderfid, honored, bisssing. He
uses one image - tower of strength — that may nol seem very original but strikes the right
note. it isa well-known descrption that his sudience understands — in fact, they probably
have used It themselves, But, of course, the most siriking appeal to pathos is the poignant
contrast between Gebrig’s horible diagnests and his public display of courage.

Let's explore a miore dirsct example of pathos. As a vice-presidential candidate,
Fichard Nixon gave a spesch in 1952 defending himself agalnst aliegations of inappro-
priate use of campaign funds. Init, he related this anecdote, which is the reason that the
speech will forover De kncwn as *the Checkers spesch™

from The Checkers Speech
RICHARD NIXON

Oine other thing | probably should ellyon, saying they had a package for us. Wewent dovwnto

because if 1 don't they'll probably be saying this
ahoutme too. Wedid get something, a gilt, after
the plecton, Aman down in Texas heard Pat [his
wife] on e radio mention the fonihet ourtwo
yorngsters would ke o have s dog, And believe it
ar nod, the day before we left onthiscampaign trip
we got s message from Union Stedon in Daltimore,

get it You krow what { was? It was o Hietle cocker
spanie! dog in aerate that he'd sent all the way
from Tesas, black and white, sponed, Ard our little
el Tricia, hesixyear okd, named it “Checkars.
And you knuw, the kids, Hike alt kids, love the dog.
and T justwant to say this, right now, that regard-
fess of whatthey sayabout it we're gontakeep it

Tiis example of patbos tugs al svery possible heartstring: pupples, children, warm pater-
nal feslings, the exciternent of getting 2 surprise package. Al of these imvages il us with
ampathetic feslings toward Nixon: dur smotions are engaged far more than our reasor,
Despite nevar truly addressing the campalgn funds Issus, Nixon's speech was a profound
sutcess with voters, who sent enough dog food to feed Chackers Tor a yeart And yet,
histary has come 1o view this part of the speech as baldly manipulative.
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General Dwight D, Eisenhower, Supreme Commander of the Alied Expeditionary Forse in
Europe, distributed the following Order of the Day to the military troops right before the
1844 D-Day invasion of Normandy. tgse how Goneral Eisenhower appeals to pathos.

Notice.
Order of the Day
DWIGHT D, EISENHOWER
Soldiers, Saifors, and Alrmen of the Allied The United Nations have inflicted upon the
Expeditdonary Forcel Germrans great defeats, in open battle, man-to-

man. Our airoffensive has seriously reduced
thelr strength in the alrand their capacity to
wiige war va the ground. Qur Home Frouts
have given us an uverwhelming superiority In
weapans and munitions of war and placed at
ourdisposal great resarves of yained fighting
men. The tide has narned! The free men of the
wordd are marching together to Victory!

Thave full confidence in yous couragé, devo- 3
tion to duty, and skill in bartle. We will accept
pothing less than full Victory!

‘You gre about to embark upon the Great
Crusade, wward which we have stuiven these
many months: The eves of the world are upon
yous The hopes and pravers of iberty-loving pes-
ple evervwhere march with you. In company with
ourbrave Allies snd beothers-in-arms on other
Fronts, you will bring about the destruction ofthe
German war maching, the sliraination of Nazi
tyranny over thé appressed peoples of Burope,
arid seourity for ourselves ina ree world,

Your task Wﬁi natbe an ms?,f one. You Goud Luck! And let us all beseech the bless-
enemyls well ralned, wellequipped; and ing of Almighty God upon this greatand noble
hsttle-hardened. He will fight savagely, and erwlin:g. '

Hut this isthe year 1944! Much has hap- ) ‘
pened since the Nazd trivmphs of 1940-41. ‘{j “’VM‘H Ay

Combining Ethos, Logos, and Pathos

Most authors don't rely on just a single type of appeaito parsugde their sudience; they
combine these appeals to craate an effeclive srgumernt. And the appeals themsslves arg
inextricably bound together: if you lay out your argument fogically, that will help to build
your ethos. It s only logical to fisten 1o an experi on 8 sublect, so having ethos can help
build a foundation for an appeal 1o 1gos. it's also possible to bulld your ethos based
an pathos — for exarnple, who better fo speak about the pain of losing & loved one than
sormeone who has gone through 1t? The best political satiists can say things that are both
pertectly logical and completely hiarious, thus sppealing 1o both logos and pathos at the
same fims,

Let's go back fo over two centuries ago 1o consider a masterful example of rhetoria.
in 1791, Benjarmin Bannaeker wrots a letter to Thomas Jefferson, ong of the guthors of
the Declaration of Independence and, at the time, secratary of stats 1o President George




Washington. Largely sef-educated, Banneker, the son of former slaves, was an aceot
plished and respacted astronomet, rmathematiclan, and writer. Foliowing is an excerpt

frof the lotter,

rom Letter 1o Thomas Jefferson

BEMJAMIN BANNEKER
MARYLAND, BALTIMORE CO. August 19, 178k,

THOMAS TEFFERSON, Secretury of State:

Si: 1 s fully sensible of the greatuess of
that frecdom which I take with you op the pres-
ent occasion - & lberty which seemed o me
scarcely allowable when I reflected on that distin
guished and dignified station in which you stand
and the almost general prejudics and proposses-
sion which are so prevalentin the world agalnst
those of my complesion. I suppose itis a ruth
oo well anested 1o you 1o need a proof here that
we are u race of beings who have Jong labored
under the abuse and censuré of theworld, that
we havé long been considercd rather as brutsh
than human, and scarcely capable of mental
grdowrnent.

Sir, [hope D may safely sdmit, In consequence
of that report which hath reached me, thatyou
are a man farless inflexible in sentiments of this
narure than rmany uthers, that you are measur-
ably friendly and well-disposed towards us, and
that you are ready and willing to lend your ald
and assistance 1o our relief from those many dis-
trussed and numerous calamities o which we are
reduged.

Now, sir, i this s found in trath [ eppre-
hend you will readily embrace every opportu-
nity to eradicate that traln of absurd and false
ideas aud opinions which sp generally prevalls
with msgmﬁf 1o us, and that your sentiments
are concurrent with mine, which are that an
universal Father hath given being to us all of

ane Besh, but that he hat also withoul par-
dality afforded us all the same sensations and
endowed us all with the same faculties, and

color, weare all of the same fagily and stand in

that however variable we may be in society or
religion, huwever diversified In situation or

T
&
2
@
g
£
fiz]
gr
o
2
[
=
@
el
»
2
E3
B
@

19

thie garne relation to him,

Sir, if these are sentiments of which you
are fully persuaded, T hope you cannot but
acknowledge thatitis the indispensable duty
of those who mainiain for themselves the
rigtits of hurman nature, and who profess the
obligations of Christanity, to extend theit
powerand influence to the reli of of every part
of the human e from whatever burden or
oppression they roay unjusily labor under; and
this, | apprehend, a full conviction of the ruth
and obligetion of these principles should lead
alfio....

Six, Tfreely and cheerfully ackoowledge that 5
1amof the Afcican race, and in that color which
is narural to them, of the deepest dye, and itis
undera sense of the most profound gratmde
1o the sapreme Ruler of the universe that T now
confess to you that T am not under that state of
yyrannical thraldom and inhumnan capiivity to
which teo many of my brethren are doomed, but
that P have shundantdy tswd of the fruition of
those blessings which proceed from thar free and
unequalied Bberty with which youare favored,
and which | hope vou will willingly allow your
have teceived from the brunediate hand of thay
Being from whom procoedeth every goodand
prefect gift

Sir suffer me (o reeal] 1o your mind thay
virne in which the arms and fyranny of the
British crown wers exerted with svery powerfid
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effort io order to reduce you to 8 state of servi-
wde. Look back, ] entrest you, on the variety of
dangers to which you were exposed; reflectou
that ime in which every human aid appeared
uravailable, and in which even hope and fors-
tude wore the aspect of inability to tig conflict;
and you canniot but be led 1o a serious and
gratelul sense of your miraculous and provi-
dendal preservaton; you cannot but sckvowl-
edge that the present feedom and tranquilliny
which you enjoy you have meccifully received,
and that it is the peculiar blessing of Heaven,

This, sir, was 2 ime i which you cleady saw
into the injustice of a stage of slavery, and in
which you had just apprehension of the horrors
of its condition.

1t was now, it that your abhorrence thereol
wigs s excited that you publicly held fordh this
trueand invaluable docwine, whichisworthy to
be recorded and remembered inall succeeding
ages; “We hold these wuths wo be selievident
that all men are creatod equal; and that they are
endowed with centain inalienable rights; that
among these are life, iberty, and the pursulinf
happiness”

Here, sin was 9time inowhich your tender
feelings forvoursel hiad engaged vou thus to
declare viou were then impressed with proper
ideas of the great valuation of liberty and the free
possession of those blesslngs to which you were
entitied by nature,

Buy, i, how pittable 1s 12 to reflect thwt
although you were so fully convinced of the
benevalence of the Father of mankind, and of
his equal and impartial disuribution of these
rights and privileges which he had conferred
wpon them, that you should atthe same
timse counteract his mercies in detgining by
fraud end viglenoe §o numerous @ part ol my
hrethren under groaning captivity and croel
oppression; that you should at the same time
be found goilty of hralmost crimdnad act which

you professedly detested in others with respect
1wy yourseives!

Siy, Lsuppose that your knowledee of the
situation of my brethren istoo extensive roneed
a recital herg; neither shall] presume (o pre
seribe methods by which they may be redizved,
otherwise than by recoramending fo youand
all wrhers o wean yourselves froin those narrgw
prejudices which you have imbibed with respeat
1o therm, and, as Job proposed to his friends,
“putyour souls in their souls’ stead.” Thus shail
your hears beenlarged with kindness and
henevolence towards them, snd thus shall yoi
need peither the ditection of myself norothers
in-what ranner o proceed herein,

And now, siv, although my sympathy and
affection for my brethren hath caused my
endargement thus far, L ardently hope thar your
candorand genetosity will plead with you inmy
behall when I make known o you that it was
not sriginally my design, bur that, baving taken
up my peninorder to direct (o you 45 a present
2 copy of an almanac which ] heve calandated
for the succeeding yoar. § was unexpectedly and
unavoidably led thereto,

This calculation, six, Is the production of
my axchious study in this oty advanced stage of
Tife; for, having long had unbounded desires 1o
become stquairned with the seerets of nature. |
have had 1w gratify my ousiosity hereln through
oy owneassiduoos application 1w asttonem-
ical study, i which 1 oeed not o recount 1o
vou.the many difficultes and disadvantages
which § have had to soncunter And sithough
1 hadd almost declined o miske my caleulation
for the ensuing year, in consequence ofthat
tirae which ] had aliotted therefore being taken
up atthe Federal Tersltory by the request of
M Andrew Ellieott, yet, finding mvself under
several engagemes (o printers of this Sute
to whom [ communicaied my design, anmy
sevrn te my place of resldence T industriously
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appiled myself thereto, which, 1 hope; L have you taight not oaly have an earlier inspection,

accomplished with correciness and accu- it that you might also view it in my own

racy, & copy of which 1 have taken the liberty handwritiag.

to direct 1o you, and which 1 hambly request And now, sir, ] shall conciude and subseribe
you will favorably receive. And although you myself with the most profound respect.

may have the opportunity of perusing ltafter Your most obedient, humble servant, 1

its publication, yet | chose to send It 1o you
in manuscript previous thereto, that thereby

This brilliartly crafted letter reminds us why Aristotle claimed that nf the three
appéals, ethos is the most important. No matter how alegant the logical reasoning Is
or how eloquent the language of an argument might be, if the speaker lacks credibility
with his or her aadisnce, the rhetoric is wilikely to be persuasive. in 1781, an-African
Arnerican by definition lacked equal status with a white man irra position of political
power, Banneker thus begins by acknowledging Jeferson's "distinguished and dig-
nified station.” He indulges In some flatlery as heé suggests Jefferson is more tolerant
and open-minded than many of bis collsagues: “lags infloxitle in sentiments . . . than
many others.” However, Banneker does pot patranize Jeffarson, nor does he pursus
fiattary at the expense of sel-respect. Addressing Jefferson as “Sir™ repeatedly
throughout the letter, Banneker maintaine & courteous but resolute tone, agserting his
right 1o make his case to a man of enormous public stature.

Banneker also appeals to pathos as he characterizes the state of slavery — though
he s carstul to point out that he s e free man. Atthe putset, he characterizes his raceas

B. Banncker

having “lovg lsbored undsr the abuse and censure of the word” because they “have long -

besn considered rather as brutish than luman.” His strong tariguage carries emotional
weight. Bansiaker reminds Jefferaon that e does not suffer under “that state of tyranni-
cal thrakdom, and inhurman captivity” of slavery, images that provoke & song emotionat
response, yét he refers tothe “groaning captivity and crusl oppression” of his brethren,
That description is especially poweriul in tight of the fact that Jefferson himssif owned
slaves, though Banneker does not point that out directly,

Barmeker dramatically appeals to regson when he draws a comparisan batwesn the
fight for independenca frof “the arms and fyranny of the British crown” and gaves’ fight
{for ermancipation ard civil rfights, Ag evidence that Jefferson must recognize the simi-
leritios between thetwd situations, heciles JeHerson's own words from the Declaration
of Independence: *'all men are created equal.”™ This svidence also addresses the
countarargument — that js, that biack people ame somehow isherently inferior to white
people — when Banneker points out that “tha Father of mankind” has bestowed *equal
and impartial distribution of these rights and privileges.” Ever conscious of his audience,
Hanneker softens his tone by refraining fiom telling Jefferson which course of actionte
ake, Instead, he gently recommencds that Jefferson “and all others . . . wean yourseves

from those narrow prefudices.”
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