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Happy Fall! Fall is upon us as we can see the leaves changing and
temperatures dropping! We November 1st will officially mark the end
of the 1st marking period for the 2019-20 school year. We will be
having parent teacher conferences on November 4th and 7th this year
from 4-7 pm each evening. All teachers will be in the cafeteria and
available to you on a Ist come 1st serve basis. Please be sure to stay up
to date with your students potential by using the Power School app and
website to access grades for your student. If you need username and
login information, please stop in the office and the secretaries will help

you!

For something fun, The High School Art Club created their 1st haunted
house with a ton of time, effort and awesome family members they
were able to pull it off just in the nick of time for our Junior High and
High School students to visit and enjoy! A huge thanks to the Coloma
Police Department for helping chaperone the visits and Mrs. Ferguson

for taking on the project for the enjoyment of the students!
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Coloma High School

SENIORS:

YOU SHOULD BE APPLYING FOR COLLEGES,
UNIVERSITIES, JUNIOR COLLEGES OR TECHNICAL

SCHOOLS AT THIS TIME. ONCE YOU HAVE APPLIED GO TO
YOUR “PARCHMENT” ACCOUNT AND ORDER YOUR
TRANSCRIPT TO BE SENT TO THESE COLLEGES.

MAKE SURE THAT YOU APPLY FOR ANY SCHOLARSHIPS
THAT YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR AT THESE COLLEGES. IF
YOU ARE AWARDED A SCHOLARSHIP FROM LMC, SMC,
KVCC AND YOU DECIDE TO GO TO WMU OR ANOTHER
COLLEGE IN JUNE YOU CAN ALWAYS DECLINE LMC OR
SMC OFFER IN JUNE. ACCEPTANY AND ALL
SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
PLEASE SEE ME.

THERE ARE SEVERAL SCHOLARSHIPS LISTED IN THE
FIRST “CB” COLLEGE BULLETIN PUBLISHED IN
SEPTEMBER. YOU CAN ALSO FIND THE “CB’S” ON OUR
HIGH SCHOOL WEBSITE UNDER COUNSELOR CORNER.
WATCH THE DEADLINE DATES FOR APPLICATION
SUBMISSION.

THIS IS COLLEGE READINESS MONTH. PLEASE MAKE
SURE YOU MEET WITH MR. HOULEHEN OUR AMERICORPS
COLLEGE AND FINANCIAL AID PART TIME SPECIALIST.

HE WILL HELP YOU WITH COLLEGE APPLICATIONS AND
COMPLETING THE FAFSA.

HAVE A GREAT THANKSGIVING!!

November 1 - End of First Marking Period

November 4 - Report Cards Run

November 4 & 7 - Parent/Teacher Conferences 4-7 pm
November 8 - No School

November 12 - Academic Letter 7 p.m.

November 22 - 9th Grade Vision Screening

November 27 - Half - Day of School (Ends at 11:37 am)

November 28 & 29 - Thanksgiving Break/No School
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On October 1st twenty 2nd and 3rd year Automotive students visited Southwestern Michigan
College for the Automotive Programs Green Flag day. The goal of the day is to show students
the latest in technology. On the schedule were several different clinics on automotive repair as
well as a class on what to do and not do in an interview. This was followed by a campus tour and
Dorms tour as well as meeting with the lead Automotive Instructor to talk about how to enroll and
why SMC might be the fit for them.

Snap-on held the Alignment clinic and a number of Coloma students won pocket screwdrivers
for their knowledge. In the Engine oil and filter clinic held by NAPA several of our students won
hats and tape measures. The Clinic on employability seemed to catch some students attention
as the things the employers were talking about, being on time, reliability and work ethic are
things they have heard me harp on day in and day out. It seemed that they suddenly realized
that was not just something Mr. Ransom expects but rather something universal.

It was a beautiful day to be on campus and the students got to see what small college life could
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Math Department News:

Applying the Distance Formula

by Mr. Brian Klee
y

207
As a math teacher, I eagerly await students to challenge me with the 18
question of, “When will I use this?” Such challenges are truly appre- 16} 1 t Ol
ciated and help me improve as a teacher. If I don’t have a real-life 14 “"g]
application for a given concept, I immediately search for a problem 12 oit—1 ! /
that can be solved using that concept. 10 Well v
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One such example is applying the Distance Formula, to determine how \ =1 /

s e . . < < 11.03\miles

minimal amount of pipe needed to connect oil wells to an oil refinery. ;! 1 = T ]
The past 7 years, Geometry students have been challenged to search 0 /7.6 miles Refinery z
for the solution to the following problem to earn an automatic A+ on 0 2 4 6 810 12 14 16 18 20

their 15 Quiz:

“An oil company has drilled two oil wells that are 8 miles and 13 miles out from the shore. The distance that
they are apart is 20 miles horizontally along the shoreline. What is the best location on the shoreline, to the
nearest tenth of a mile, to build an oil refinery that will require the LEAST amount of pipe to be laid to both
wells?”

The distance formula is really just a more detailed variation of Pythagorean Theorem , but applied
to graphing on the coordinate grid. Many students used a “guess and check method” in which they
knew that the distance of the pipe could be calculated using because the pipeline would be the
diagonal hypotenuse shown in the diagram. They would then proceed with the ¥ollowing guess
keeping the sum of the bolded numbers 20 because of the distance along the shoreline:

At this point students realized that the least amount of pipe would occur between 7 and 8 miles
horizontally from 0il Well A so he then checked each tenth in between until he found the smallest
possible value using to concluded that the Refinery should be located 7.6 miles horizontally from
0il Well A and 12.4 miles horizontally from 0il Well A. Meanwhile, the distance of pipe to 0il Well A
would need to be and to 0il Well B would need to be .

While not everyone will use the Distance Formula or Pythagorean Theorem to decide where to
place an Oil Refinery, there are endless problems in architecture, construction, engineering and
many other applications that can be solved using this concept. In fact, anytime a right angle
exists, the Pythagorean Theorem can likely be applied to find missing distances. Makes the nerdy

math teacher inside of me excited for Chapter 6 and Chapter 9 in our Geometry books!

'A ;‘ [ . &
- B ‘.
y 5 &}'\
'
o
' " ‘ . =

MISSION STATEMENT:
We will inspire all students to achieve at high levels

and empower them for their future success.

INSPIRE TO ACHIEVE —-EMPOWER FOR SUCCESS




-\-‘

}
| '
.
l.."
| ‘
l.‘l‘ 4
\*7, v
v

WorLDd HISTORY SVRVIVES THE BUBANIC PLAGVE

STUDENTS (N WORLD HISTORY TOOK PART IN A SIMULATION OF 1H¥TH CENTURY EVROPE DURING THE TIME OF THE "BLACK
DEATH.” EACH STUDENT WAS ASSIGNED A ROLE OF MERCHANT OR PILGRIM. EACH DESK WAS A EVROPEAN CITY AND THE
TRAVELER WOULD ROLL THE DICE TO SEE HOW MANY NIGHTS THEY WOVULD STAY IN THE TOWN. FOR EVERY NIGHT (N THE TOWN
THEY WOULD PULL A BEAN OVUT OF THE BAG WITH THE TOWN'S NAME ON IT. IF THEY PULLED OVUT A COLORED BEAN, THEY WERE
INFECTED. THEIR TRIP TOOK THEM AROVND THE CLASSROOM AND VSVALLY HAD 10-1S STOPS. THE LONGER THEY STAYED IN THEIR
TOWN THE GREATER THEIR CHANCES OF GETTING SICK. OENERALLY, 20-Y0% WOULD NOT MAKE IT. IT WAS A GREAT WAY TO
BRING HISTORY ALIVE AND GET THE STUDENTS UP AND MOVING AROVND. MANY OF THE STUDENTS WOVULD BE NERVOVS WHEN THEY
ROLLED THE DICE AND BECOME WORRIED WHEN THEY CAME TO A TOWN THAT WAS (NFECTED, VERY SIMILAR TO THE REAL LIFE
EXPERIENCE. EACH STUDENT THEN WOVULD WRITE A REFLECTIVE ESSAY ABOVT THEIR EXPERIENCE IN THE FORM OF A POST CARD
ENTRY BACK HOME,

THE PILE OF DEAD BODIES FROM STH HOVR AFTER
THE PLAGVE HAD SWEPT THRV MR. MARFIA'S
CLASS,

Parent—_lTeacher
Co

Nfesrennces

CHS wiLL HOLD PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES ON NOVEMBER tTH AND PTH FROM t — 7 PM (N THE HIGH
SCHOOL CAFETERIA. PARENTS WILL NEED TO PARK (N THE EAST LOT AND FOLLOW THE SIDEWALK TO THE FRONT
ENTRANCE. AFTER ENTERING THE HIGH SCHOOL, PARENTS WILL BE GIVEN THEIR STUDENT'S REPORT CARD AND
DIRECTED TO THE MIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA. WE HAVE SEVERAL TEACHERS THAT ARE SHARED WITH THE JUNIOR
HIGH, HERE IS A LIST OF THOSE TEACHERS AND WHEN AND WHERE THEY WILL BE DURING CONFERENCE.

Teacher Date Location Date Location
Mrs. Ferguson 11/7/19 High School 11/7/19 Junior High
Ms. Rocca 11/4/19 High School 11/7/19 Junior High
Mrs. Selvidge 11/4/19 High School 11/7/19 Junior High
Mrs. Thomas 11/4/19 High School 11/7/19 Junior High
Mrs. Vroon 11/4/19 High School 11/7/19 Junior High
Mr. Marfia 11/4/19 High School 11/7/19 Junior High

YOV ARE WELCOME TO SEE THESE TEACHERS DURING THEIR TUNIOR HIGH CONFERENCE TIME IF THAT FITS YOUR
SCHEDULE. WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOV!!!!
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FUN FACTS ABOVT THE MoONTH

OF OCTOBER

+ THE NAME OF THE MONTH OF OCTOBER COMES FROM THE LATIN "6¢TD’
MEANING "EIGHT', BECAVSE N THE ROMAN CALENDAR OCTOBER WAS THE
EIGHT MONTH OF THE YEAR. UWITH THE ADDING OF TANVARY AND FEBRVARY AT
THE BEGINNING OF THE CALENDAR AFTER THE JULIAN CALENDAR REFORM,
OCTOBER BECAME THE TENTH MONTH OF THE YEAR, AS WE KNOW IT TODAY.

+ THE ANGLO-SAXONS CALLED OCTOBER "WINTIRFYLLITH', MEANING
"FULLNESS OF WINTER” BECAVSE IT HAD THE FIRST FULL MOON OF THME
WINTER SEASON.

+ ANOTHER FUN FACT ABOVT OCTOBER IS THAT, ACCORDING TO FOLKLORE, IF
THE DEER HAVE A GRAY COAT (N THIS MONTH YOV SHOULD EXPECT A HARD
WINTER.

+ THE HOLIDAY OF HALLOWEEN, CELEBRATED (N OCTOBER, COMES FROM "ALL
HALLOWS' EVE” OR THE NIGHT BEFORE "ALL HaLLows” bay ("ALL SAINTS”
DAY) AS (N OLD ENGLISH "HALLOW"” MEANS "TO SANCTIFY”,

« THE 20DIAC SIGNS FOR OCTOBER ARE LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 28 - OCTOBER
22) AnD ScorPlo (OcToBER 28 - NOVEMBER 2)).

. FAMOVS PEOPLE BORN IN OCTOBER INCLUDE ANGELA LANSBURY, HILLARY
CLINTON, BILL GATES, TuLla ROBERTS, MATT DaMON, KATE WINSLET, TULIE
ANDREWS, HUGH TACKMAN, KATY PeERRY, ALFRED MNOBEL, ANNE RICE,
ARTHUR MILLER, AVGUSTE LUMIERE, FRIEDRICH MNIETZSCHE, CHRISTOPHER
COLUMBUYS, TOHANNES VERMEER, TOMN KEETS.

+ THE BIRTHSTONES FOR OCTOBER ARE THE TOURMALINE AND THE OFPAL.
TOVRMALINES DISPLAY A WIDE SPECTRUM OF COLORS, SUCH AS YELLOW, PINK,
BLUE, RED, GREEN, BLACK OR BROWN AND THEY ARE BELIEVED TO HELP YOV
STAY CALM UNDER PRESSURE, BRING PEACE AND TRANQUILITY AND DEFEAT
EMOTIONS LIKE ANGER AND TEALOVSY. OPALS EXHIBIT DIFFERENT COLORS
(GREEN, WMNITE, YELLOW, BLVE, PINK ETC) DEPENDING ON THE CONDITIONS
UNDER WHICH THEY WERE CREATED. OPAL GEMSTONES ARE BELIEVED TO CURE
EYE (NFECTIONS, STRENGTHEN MEMORY, CALM NERVES AND ENHANCE
CREATIVITY.

+ THE TRADITIONAL FLOWER OF THE MONTH OF OCTOBER IS THE CALENDULA,
SYMBOLIZING COMFORT, HEALING, PROTECTION AND GRACE.

+ SPECIAL HOLIDAYS IN OCTOBER INCLUDE MHALLOWEEN (OcToBER 3IST),
CoLVMBUS DAY (THE SECOND MONDAY OF OCTOBER), YoM KiPPur, DIWALL,
INTERNATIONAL PEACE DAY (OCTOBER 2MD).

ot il

MISSION STATEMENT:
We will inspire all students to achieve at high levels

and empower them for their future success.

INSPIRE TO ACHIEVE —-EMPOWER FOR SUCCESS




O“Wms
oy S

“F
'

October 7th 2019

Teacher of the week for 10.07.2019 is Megan Miltibarger! The recognition for this
achievement comes from Mrs. Miltlibarger accepting the challenge of moving to
the High School and taking on teaching a new subject with relentlessness! Mrs.
Miltibarger went above and beyond to collect resources to continue teaching
Algebra and Geometry after facing adversity of resources being removed for a
short time. After finding the correct human resource, things were restored and the
students did not skip a beat! Thank you Mrs. Miltibarger for your service to our
students and our community!

October 14th 2019

Teacher of the week for 10.14.2019 is Thomas! The
recognition for this achievement comes from reaching her 15th
consecutive division 1 rating and a 3rd place finish at the
Lakeshore Invitational! Mrs. Thomas has overcome a number
of obstacles this season which in many cases could break a
persons spirit and drive. Thank you Mrs. Thomas for your
service to our students and community!

October 21st 2019

Teacher of the week for 10.21.2019 is Tonya Kimmerly! The recognition for this achievement
comes from Mrs. Kimmerly and her Powerschool position. Mrs. Kimmerly is readily available
to work with anyone to improve their experience with Powerschool as well as a tech issue
that may come up from time to time! Mrs. Kimmerly is also at a number of school activities
and coaches as well. Most recently, Mrs. Kimmerly worked with me to help with running
particular reports that ultimately make it faster to communicate out to parents of those who
are struggling and failing classes. Adversely, | am able to reach out to parents/families of
those who are accelerated as well. Thanks for all of the hard work you display Mrs.
Kimmerly!

October 28th 2019

Teacher of the week for 10.28.2019 is Megan Ferguson! The recognition
for this achievement comes from Mrs. Ferguson and her work with the
Art Club. Mrs. Ferguson agreed to create a Haunted House with the Art
Club which turned out to be a huge undertaking! Students created props
from styrofoam, cardboard, apple packing dividers even borrowing props
from family members! Mrs. Ferguson and her family along with 31 Art
Club members have created something that is quite phenomenal! Thank
you for all of your dedicated time, visions, creations and shared passion
for art that you instill in our students daily!
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SENIOR - COLE ALSVP
TUNIOR - KYLIE KOSEK
SOPHOMORE - LVKE PHILLIPS
FRESHMAN - ETHAN MCNEW
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