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TO: Board of Trustees 

SUBJECT: Approval of agreement for Legal Services 
with the law firm of Lozano Smith 

BACKGROUND 

Regular Meeting 

Date: June 15, 2026 

OJUSD has included a retainer for Legal Services as a part of its Master Agreement with the 
Stanislaus County Office of Education (SCOE). Included in the SCOE Master Agreement was a 
fixed fee to have access to an attorney stationed at the SCOE office building in Modesto typically on 
Tuesdays for general legal advice, The fee was paid as a retainer only for general advice, however 
additional billing time and charged for matters of specific cases or situations that we1·e being 
addressed by specific departments. 

ANALYSTS 
After critical analysis, and cost effectiveness review, it has been determined that OJUSD will no 
longer include legal services into the Master Agreement we have with SCOE. As a result, the 
District issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to legal firms specializing in public education. 
The District received 3 responses from very reputable firms. After receiving proposals from F3 Law, 
DWK, and Lozano Smith, the District conducted an evaluation on criteria that was outlin�d in the 
RFQ, which included a review of experience, qualifications of personnel, reference work for similar 
districts, Cost/Rates and billing procedures, and general impressions of matching district priorities 
and philosophies. After this vetting process, Lozano Smith was selected as the best fit for the 
District. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the Board of Trustees approve the law firm of Lozano Smith to serve as 
primary general counsel for the District as presented. 

Approved for Submission 
to the Governing Board by: 

Larry Mendonca 
S\I perintendcn t 
















