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New Early Childhood Learning Center 
and DHS Expansion Update

Jennifer Burton
Assistant Superintendent of 
Teaching and Learning
Jarvis I. Adams
Chief Operations Officer

Regular Board Meeting
April 14, 2026
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Strategic Accelerators



● Project Overview
○ Reorientation & Clarity on Progress to Date

● Historical Acknowledgement 
○ Early Efforts to Honor Legacy of Beacon Hill
○ Future Opportunities for Placemaking

● New ECLC Campus Design
○ PATH Sessions → Vision & Design Principles
○ Joint CSD/City of Decatur Commission Retreat
○ Additional Collaboration & Public Input 
○ Building Footprint & Instructional Spaces
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Agenda

Source: Beacon Hill Brochure City of Decatur

https://visitdecaturga.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CoD17_Beacon-Hill-Decatur-Georgia_brochure_web.pdf
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Placemaking and Historical 
Acknowledgement 

● Placemaking was identified early in project development as 
an opportunity to honor the history and identity of the 
Beacon Hill site alongside the new Early Childhood 
Learning Center.

● Early planning documents describe placemaking as a way 
to reflect local history through meaningful and functional 
design, with opportunities across green spaces, walls, 
walking zones, and the historic alley area.

● Early exploratory conversations included NOMAS 
(National Organization of Minority Architecture 
Students) at Kennesaw State University as one potential 
student engagement partner, alongside future community, 
artist, and organizational involvement.

● GMC indicated that mural and installation concepts were 
not predetermined and were intended to be informed 
through future community participation.
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Timeline & Engagement: New ECLC
PATH 1 - August 21, 2024

PATH 2 - September 11, 2024

● “Understand and Validate”
● Questionnaire
● 7 First Principles
● Architectural Visioning

● “Manifest”
● Vision Statement
● Massing and Blocking

PATH DELIVERABLE - October 15, 2024
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October 2024 Joint CSD & City of 
Decatur Commission Retreat



Robust Collaboration & Public Input: 
Over 35+ Public Meetings, Updates, & Listening Sessions

4 CSD BOE 
Community Meeting 

Oakhurst 
Elementary School

March 25, 2026

CSD BOE 
Community Meeting 

Beacon Hill 
Middle School

September 15, 2025

CSD BOE 
Community Meeting 

Decatur Housing 
Authority

August 27, 2025

CSD BOE 
Community Meeting 

Virtual
(Inclement Weather)
January 22, 2025

CSD BOE 
Community 

Meetings

4
CSD 

Superintendent 
Listening 
Sessions

CSD Superintendent
Winter 2026 - Virtual

 Listening Session
January 22, 2026

CSD Superintendent
Fall 2025 - Talley ES
 Listening Session

October 9, 2025

CSD Superintendent
Fall 2025 - DHA

 Listening Session
October 2, 2025

CSD Superintendent
Fall 2025 - Virtual
 Listening Session
October 16, 2025

https://youtu.be/xprSjRno5t0?si=Ue054y2ZAkrUxshX


Public Facilities 
Authority 

Work Session 
July 30, 2025

Robust Collaboration & Public Input: 
Over 35+ Public Meetings, Updates, & Listening Sessions
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City of Decatur 
Public Meetings

City of Decatur 
Planning 

Commission Meeting
June 10, 2025

Decatur Downtown 
Development Authority 

Meeting 
June 13, 2025

Public Facilities 
Authority (PFA)

Meeting #1 
August 5, 2025

Public Facilities 
Authority (PFA)

Meeting #2 
October 15, 2025

On a motion by Mr. Peeters, second by 
Mr. Leung; a resolution of support for 
the proposed project was 
unanimously approved. 

The vote was 3 in favor and 1 
abstention. Mr. Friedlander, Mr. 
Brambrut, and Mr. Sciarrone voted in 
favor. *Note: Mr. John McFarland 
abstained due to a conflict of interest.

On a motion by Mr. Axam; second by 
Ms. Blackmon Adams; and, all present 
voting “aye,” the meeting was 
adjourned.

On a motion by Mr. Axam; second by 
Ms. Schwartz; and, all present voting 
“aye,” the meeting was adjourned at 
5:25 p.m.

Historic Preservation 
Commission 
Meeting #3

March 17, 2026

Historic Preservation 
Commission 
Meeting #4

April 21, 2026

Historic Preservation 
Commission 

Special-Called Meeting
February 11, 2026

Historic Preservation 
Commission 
Meeting #2

February 24, 2026

City of Decatur 
Commission Meeting

March 16, 2026

City of Decatur 
Commission Meeting

April 6, 2026

City of Decatur 
Commission Meeting

April 20, 2026
5

Approvals

On a motion by Commissioner Kortemeier; second by Commissioner Dusenbury; and, 
Mayor Powers; Commissioner Dusenbury and Commissioner Kortemeier voting “aye” and 
Mayor pro tem Fronk and Commissioner Arnold voting “nay,” the option to accept the 
City Schools of Decatur’s request to extend the Historic Preservation Commission’s 
review and comment period through April 17, 2026 and to forbear receipt of the 
requested land disturbance and building permits until after April 20, 2026 for the 
purpose of exemption from moratorium was approved.

+

https://www.decaturga.com/bc-pc/meeting/planning-commission-48
https://www.decaturga.com/bc-dda/meeting/decatur-development-authorities-64
https://www.decaturga.com/bc-pfa/meeting/public-facilities-authority-meeting-0
https://www.decaturga.com/media/41471
https://www.decaturga.com/bc-pfa/meeting/public-facilities-authority-meeting-2
https://www.decaturga.com/bc-hpc/meeting/historic-preservation-commission-meeting-103
https://www.decaturga.com/bc-hpc/meeting/historic-preservation-commission-special-called-meeting-9
https://www.decaturga.com/bc-hpc/meeting/historic-preservation-commission-meeting-102
https://www.decaturga.com/media/44001


Robust Collaboration & Public Input: 
Over 35+ Public Meetings, Updates, & Listening Sessions
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CSD Monthly 
BOE Meeting
Work Session 

Updates
Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

October 8, 2024

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

September 10, 2024

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

March 12, 2024

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

August 12, 2025

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session
June 10, 2025

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session
April 15, 2025

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

September 9, 2025

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

December 10, 2024

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

March 11, 2025

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session
April 14, 2026

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

February 10, 2026

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

March 10, 2026

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

November 11, 2025

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

December 9, 2025

Monthly CSD  
BOE Meeting
Work Session

October 14, 2025

+

Pre-Work Session 10/8/2024 Early Learning/Philanthropy Panel Members:
Brittany Collins | Betty and Davis Fitzgerald Foundation
Rachel Sprecher | Howard Dobbs, Jr. Foundation
Christine Ramirez | Emily Lembeck Early Learning Center, Marietta City Schools

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=120518
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=119990
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=116065&Tab=Agenda&enIID=Sd1XXMplusRCwXGhXXucCTFIg%3D%3D
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=127484
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=126267&Tab=Agenda&enIID=PsAFqKMXT1XUI4XGdNPidw%3D%3D
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=124737&Tab=Agenda&enIID=dcz5KAGM4U9NSO4xUslsh6rPg%3D%3D
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=128347
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=121945&Tab=Agenda&enIID=MpRslshcyaIQUNsQY5Lx6DM0g%3D%3D
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=124147
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=133049
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=133786
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=129530&Tab=Agenda&enIID=RBqH0WssspxFd5UymgSLfQ%3D%3D
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=129052&Tab=Agenda&enIID=Ri93DLJnZL3lQiXXaMIycg%3D%3D
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=4052&MID=120516
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New Early Childhood Learning Center 
Greenspace
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New Early Childhood Learning 
Center Design

Enrollment Capacity:
● ~150 Students

Includes: 
● 12 Classrooms 
● 8 Observation 

Rooms 
● 9 New ECLC Staff 

Offices
● 7 Student Support 

Staff Workspaces
● Media Center
● Cafeteria
● Kitchen
● 2 Multi-Purpose 

Rooms



Questions?
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