
BID # 26-15 Fresh Produce 
June 24, 2026 

INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 

Madison County Board of Education will receive sealed bids for all equipment, supplies and 
services hereinafter described and specified, to be delivered to the specific Madison 
County School stated on the Purchase Order. 

All proposals must be in sealed envelopes and shall be in the hands of Janet Elliott, 
Purchasing Agent, no later than June 24, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. The bid opening will be held 
at 2:00 p.m. on June 24, 2026 in the office of the Purchasing Agent, 1275-F Jordan Road, 
Building B, Huntsville, Alabama. 

Sealed bids may be mailed to Madison County Board of Education, ATTN: Purchasing 
Department, P.O. Box 226, Huntsville, Alabama 35804, or delivered to the Purchasing 
Agent located at the Madison County Board of Education Central Office, 1275-F Jordan 
Road, Building B, Huntsville, Alabama 35811. 

Proposals for furnishing the equipment shall be filled out where called for in the 
blank spaces on proposal forms. The original signature shall be in longhand and 
shall be the legal name of the bidder, or the authorized to sign. The completed 
form should be without interlineation, alteration or erasure. The original 
proposal must be submitted in ink. Any additional copy requirements will be 
identified in the specifications. 

No oral, telegraphic or telephone proposals or modifications will be accepted. The bidder, 
before submitting a proposal, shall carefully examine the specifications to fully inform 
himself as to all conditions and limitations. 

All items delivered shall be free from defects in materials and workmanship. Any and all 
items found to be defective or failing to meet specifications shall be deemed unacceptable, 
removed from the premises and replaced by the equipment manufacturer at no cost to the 
owner. 

All bids shall remain in force for a period of nine months and may be accepted or rejected 
by the owner at any time prior to the expiration of this period. 

The owner reserves the right to reject any/or all bids as may be deemed best for his interest, 
and reserves the right to award the contract or contracts to other than the low bidder if in 
the interest of ultimate economy and standardization to do so. 

All bids received shall guarantee items bid to meet or exceed specifications listed. If 
quoting other than specified, pictures, description and specifications shall accompany all 
bids. Bidder shall specify make and model quoted. 

Items furnished, as a result of this bid shall be delivered prices to purchaser, and must 
meet or exceed the specifications indicated on the quotation sheet. Items not conforming to 



specifications may be rejected and returned at the vendor's expense. Delivery may be to 
several different locations within our school system with or without docks. 

Items not delivered in accordance with the specifications general and/or special conditions 
of this bid concerning quantity and quality, etc., may be purchased on the open market and 
any increase of cost over the bid price shall be charged to the vendor. 

All materials, equipment, etc., shall be new and of kind specified, and shall be in 
undamaged condition when turned over to the owner. Vendor shall be responsible for 
making any claims for items received damaged in shipment. 

All prices submitted on this proposal are to be delivered prices and shall not include any 
state or local taxes. 

Reference to brand name, manufacturer's suppliers, catalog numbers, etc., is intended to set 
quality standards and does not exclude bids from others as long as quality standards are 
met. It is the owner's intent not to accept a lesser quality than is set forth in these 
specifications. Manufacturer's specifications shall prevail as if written in full detail. 

All bidders are to submit bids on proposal forms furnished by the Madison County Board of 
Education, which are enclosed. All items must have a unit price and extended price. In 
case of discrepancies, the unit price shall govern. 

If stated in specs, each bidder must submit with his proposal a CERTIFIED 
CHECK or ORIGINAL BID BOND equal to 5% of the total bid if the contract 
amount exceeds ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), but in no event no more than 
ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) must accompany the bidders proposal. The 
successful bidders’ certified check or bid bond will be returned upon execution of the 
contract. All other checks and bid bonds will be returned to unsuccessful bidders. 

Quantities given herein are believed to be correct, but the right to alter or vary these 
quantities, or the right to purchase additional materials above the stated herein at the bid 
price is reserved. 

Questions concerning this bid should be directed to: Janet Elliott, Purchasing Agent for 
the Madison County Board of Education, Phone: 256-852-2557 X 61601 or by email 
at: jelliott@mcssk12.org. Email is the preferred way of communication. 
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BIDDERS ARE REQUESTED TO RETAIN THESE SPECIFICATIONS, 
CONDITIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR FUTURE REFERENCE. 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

A. These instructions, conditions, and specifications are in addition to and are 
part of the instructions and conditions that appear on the printed Madison 
County Board of Education’s "BID SHEET" form, and shall govern the selections 
of the items listed. 

B. All bids shall be returned on the form provided by the Madison County Board of 
Education Purchasing Department. 

C. All bid forms shall be signed and dated by the vendor. If not signed and dated, it 
will be considered as non-responsive to the bid request. 

D. The Madison County Board of Education may not award on the basis of low bid 
only. Quality, conformity with specifications, purpose for which required, terms 
of delivery, terms of payment, transportation, dates of delivery, past service, and 
experience are among the factors that may be considered in determining the 
responsive/responsible bidder. 

E. In the event the low bidder(s) refuses to accept the entire requirements without 
deviation, their bid will then be considered non-responsive and their bid 
bond/check will be forfeited to the Madison County Board of Education. After 
refusal by the first bidder, the bid may be awarded to the next lowest bidder. 

F. Specifications are written as if in full detail. Use of specific names and numbers 
is not intended to restrict the bidding of any seller and/or manufacturer, but is 
solely for the purpose of indication the type, size, and quality of materials, 
products, service or equipment consideration best adapted to the Board’s 
intended use. 

G. Vendors shall bid on all items within the specified group/category. It is the intent 
of the Madison County Board of Education to award the bid by 
groupings/categories or as a total package bid award, however, the Board 
reserves the right to award the bid in any manner, which will best serve the 
interest of the Madison County Board of Education. 

H. The successful bidder shall guarantee all material and labor for a period of not 
less than one (1) year against defects of material or workmanship. The 
guarantee shall be dated from the time of acceptance. The successful bidder 
shall replace any material proved to be defective (except when it is clearly shown 
that the defects are caused by misuse and not by the manufacturer) immediately 
upon notification. Additional warranty considerations may be a factor in the bid 
award. 
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I. The Madison County Board of Education is tax exempt from all tax (Tax I.D. 
63-6000974). This statement in no way is to be construed as relieving the seller 
or contractor from their tax obligation. 

J. Bids delivered in Federal Express, UPS, or any other such deliverer’s envelope 
shall be sealed in a separate envelope inside the deliverer’s packaging. The bid 
name, number and bid opening date shall be written on the outside of deliverer’s 
envelope. Failure to do this may cause the bid to be inadvertently opened and 
thus rejected. All bids must also include the business name and address on the 
outside of the envelope. If vendor is a contractor the general contract number 
should also be written on the outside of the envelope. 

II. METHOD OF AWARD 

A. The Madison County Board of Education reserves the right to accept the lowest 
bid on all items combined from one bidder or any feasible combination of bids by 
items from different companies that result in the low bid. 

B. The award will be made to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder or 
bidders meeting requirements and specifications. Bidders will be responsible for 
furnishing all product requirements, requested on the bid, to the individual 
schools and other various locations within Madison County. 

C. In the event the low bidder refuses to accept the entire requirements in a 
category without deviation, his bid may then be considered non-responsive. 

D. A refusal by the first low bidder may result in the bids being awarded to the 
next low bidder meeting requirements and specifications. 

E. The Madison County Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all bids. 

F. The award will be made in accordance with Code of Alabama 1975 Section 
16-13 B-1 – B11. 

G. The decision of the Madison County Board of Education will be final. 

H. Award will be made on unit price basis, extended price basis, or for other reasons 
mentioned in I. General Information, Paragraph D., that will best serve the 
interest of the Madison County Board of Education. 

III. CONTRACT PERIOD 

The contract period shall be (Date of Award through June 30, 2027). 
Three month, six month and one year bids maybe renewed up to five years if both 
parties agree to terms and conditions. 
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IV. PRICING 

A. Prices are to be quoted by the "Unit" indicated on the face of the "Bid Sheet" 
form. 

B. Prices are not to exceed two (2) decimal places. 

C. The bidder offers and agrees to furnish all items upon which prices are quoted, 
at the price set opposite each item, in the quantity as stated on the bid; 
delivered to the various locations, in amounts ordered. 

D. Madison County Board of Education reserves the privilege to rebid or 
re-negotiate any item(s) if price(s) are beyond amount anticipated or 
negotiations are unsatisfactory. 

V. QUANTITY 

The quantities of items specified herein are based upon estimated use. Because 
quantities listed are estimated, they may be increased or decreased according to 
needs of various locations. 

VI. BACK ORDERS 

A. Items temporarily out of stock shall be a minimum. When this occurs, the 
Purchasing Agent or designated representative may determine the method used 
to obtain such items. Alternative procurement methods will only be utilized for 
temporary shortages. 

B. If items are out of stock, the Purchasing Agent will be notified, as early as 
possible, in writing. Excessive backorders will be grounds for contract 
cancellation. 

VII. CANCELLATION 

No item in the bid is to be canceled without the prior consent of the Madison County 
Board of Education. 

VIII. DEFAULT 

A. If at any time the vendor makes a delivery that is not in accordance with the 
instructions, conditions, and specifications set forth by the Madison County 
Board of Education, without the consent of said Madison County Board of 
Education, such delivery shall constitute grounds for the cancellation of the 
contract and/or removal of this vendor from the Madison County Board of 
Education's mailing list, for not less than one (1) year. 

B. Any vendor issuing any type of gift, stamps, premiums, or other type of favor to 
any employee of the Madison County Board of Education shall constitute 

5 



grounds for the cancellation of the contract, and shall be excluded from the 
mailing list of all purchases of the Madison County Board of Education. 

IX. SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Madison County Board of Education reserves the right to purchase any items 
inadvertently omitted, from the vendor who is awarded a particular category. 

B. Madison County Board of Education reserves the right to cancel the contract or 
any category at any time without penalty if service, quality, or delivery is not 
satisfactory if continuation of the contract or category is determined to be 
inconsistent with the best interests of Madison County Board of Education. 

C. All contractors submitting proposals for service type and/or 
construction type contracts, shall provide a copy of Madison County 
and all required State of Alabama license(s) within 48 hours of the bid 
opening date and time. License numbers and residency shall be written 
on proposal/quote/bid sheet. General Contractor License number shall 
also be written on the outside of the bid envelope. 

A “General Contractor” is defined to be one who, for a fixed price, commission, 
fee, or wage undertakes to construct or superintend or engage in the 
construction, alteration, maintenance, repair, rehabilitation, remediation, 
reclamation, or demolition of any building, highway, sewer, structure, site work, 
grading, paving or project or any improvement in the State of Alabama where 
the cost of the undertaking is fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) or more, shall be 
deemed and held to have engaged in the business of general contracting in the 
State of Alabama. 

D. Bidders may be disqualified and rejection of proposals may be recommended for 
any of (but not limited to) the following reasons: 
a. Failure to use the bid forms furnished by the Madison County Board of 

Education. 
b. Lack of signature by an authorized representative on the bid form. 
c. Failure to properly complete the bid form. 
d. Failure to list bid number, name of bid, and vendor name and address on 

outside of sealed envelope as well as general contractor number if required. 
e. Lack of vendor compliance. 
f. Evidence of collusion among bidders 
g. Unauthorized alteration of the bid form. 

E. The Madison County Board of Education assumes no legal liability to purchase 
items or services under any contract until funds are appropriated for that 
particular fiscal year. 

F. Where both Instructions To Bidders (ITB) and Special Conditions relate to the 
same thing, the Special Conditions will prevail; that is, the specific language will 
take precedence over the more general wording, however, where both the ITB 
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and Special Conditions may be given reasonable effect, both are to be retained. 

X. MANUFACTURER'S NAME AND SUBSTITUTIONS 

A. Any bidder wishing to supply alternate equipment other than that specified 
shall submit a request for substitution to the Madison County Board of 
Education at the Pre-Bid Conference or at least ten (10) days prior to the BID 
OPENING DATE if a Pre-Bid Conference is not scheduled. 

B. If APPLICABLE - Bidders requesting such substitutions are cautioned to 
examine mechanical and electrical plans and building conditions to determine if 
such substitution will require changes in mechanical or electrical or require 
rearrangement. If any of the above changes would be involved, a layout of such 
changes and any additional cost (itemized) must be submitted with the request 
for substitution. If proposed substitutions entail additional cost which was not 
submitted with the request for substitution and approval is granted, bidders 
shall be responsible for such costs. 

C. In addition, a request for substitution must be accompanied by the 
manufacturer's specifications and a "Substitution Request Form" which 
provides the Madison County Board of Education with a detailed description of 
the manner in which proposed substitution conforms and/or varies from the item 
specified. No request for substitution will be considered without an 
accompanying "Substitution Request Form". 

D. It is understood by the Madison County Board of Education that no agent, 
dealer, broker or agency may bind a manufacturer beyond the manufacturer's 
own printed literature. Therefore, any party submitting a Substitution Request 
Form stating compliance with a feature specified for the prime specified item or 
as an option for that item in the manufacturer's literature, may be accompanied 
by a letter on the Manufacturer's own letterhead stating that the manufacturer 
shall comply with the specified feature and such compliance shall not adversely 
affect the manufacturer's product performance, reliability, durability, 
appearance or affect the warranty. 

E. If the substituted item is approved and subsequently installed and upon final 
inspection found to deviate from the specifications in a manner not detailed in 
the "Substitution Request Form”, the Contractor shall, at the discretion of the 
School Board, bring the equipment into compliance with the specifications at his 
own cost. In consideration of the job stage at the time of final inspection, the 
Contractor shall take no more than 5 working days to make this replacement. 
Bidders are encouraged to review the replacement. Bidders are encouraged to 
review the "Substitution Request Form" prior to using such items in their bid. 
Awarded Contractor shall be responsible for deviations not detailed in the 
"Substitution Request Form" submitted FROM ANY SOURCE. Approval of 
submittals by the Madison County Board of Education does not relieve the 
Contractor of this condition. The "Substitution Request Form" can be found at 
the end of this document. 
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F. No request for substitution will be considered after the Pre-Bid Conference or 
after 10 days prior to the BID OPENING DATE if a Pre-Bid Conference is not 
scheduled, except in instances where the item is no longer available. The 
Madison County Board of Education Purchasing Agent or designated 
representative will approve exceptions when availability of product is in 
question. 
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MADISON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SUBSTITUTION REQUEST FORM 

VENDOR NAME ________________ BID # _____________________ 

BID NAME _______________________________________________________ 

ITEM # ___________________________________________________________ 

ITEM DESCRIPTION _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

REQUESTED SUBSTITUTE 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

HOW IS SUBSTITUTE SIMILAR* 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

HOW IS SUBSTITUTE DIFFERENT* ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

MANUFACTURERS SPECS MUST BE INCLUDED 

__________________ ______________________ 
APPROVAL DATE APPROVED BY 
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Proposal Check List 

The following is a checklist of requirements developed by the Madison County 
Board Of Education Purchasing Department that may assist in the preparation of 
your proposal. This list is not all-inclusive and is made available for your 
convenience. The Instructions to Bidders and Addenda (if issued) specify all 
proposal requirements and should be read thoroughly to ensure that all bid 
requirements are met. The following list identifies some common reasons why bids 
are rejected and considered non-responsive: 

● Bid opening date and time (late submission) 
● Original signatures and date on proposal required (copies submitted) 
● Proposal should be without: interlineations, alteration or erasure (do not use 

white out, do not line through and initial, do not change figures on pricing 
sheet, etc. Pricing sheet should be without corrections.) *** 

● Bid Bond/Certified Check requirements (in bold print on 2nd 
page) *** 

● Product specifications do not meet requirements 
● Incomplete bids *** 
● Bids not identified on UPS, Federal Express, etc. packages, thus 

inadvertently opened *** 
● Vendor name and address not written on outside envelope. (Very important 

for mandatory pre bid conference participants.) 
● Bid not sealed. 
● Copies of licenses not submitted when required along with license number 

written on bid sheet *** 
● General Contractor number not written on outside envelope. 
● Failure to use bid forms supplied with bid packet 
● Failure to fill out bid form correctly 
● Late substitution requests (see X. Manufacturer’s Name and Substitutions) 

Note: *** - Most common reasons why bids are rejected. 

Please read the Instructions to Bidders for specific requirements as they can change 
from bid to bid. The goal of the Purchasing Department is to provide for fair and 
open competition. Following the Instructions to Bidders will ensure that all 
proposals are considered. 

Thank you. 
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MADISON COUNTY SCHOOLS BID #17- CNP FRESH PRODUCE 

VENDOR NAME:__________________________________ Page 1 of 3 

# Item Description Bid Unit 
Estimated 
Quantity 

Unit 
Price 

 Extended 
Price 

Alternate 
unit size 

Apples to only be supplied January-June 

1 Apples, Fuji, 113 ct, U.S. Fancy or better 1 Case 60 ($ -  ) 

2 Apples, Fuji, 163 ct, U.S. Fancy or better 1 Case 115 ($ -  ) 

3 Apples, Gala, 113 ct, U.S. Fancy or better 1 Case 50 ($ -  ) 

4 Apples, Gala, 163 ct, U.S. Fancy or better 1 Case 125 ($ -  ) 

5 Apples, Golden Delicious, 113-125 ct, U.S. Fancy or better 1 Case 100 ($ -  ) 

6 Apples, Golden Delicious, 163 ct, U.S. Fancy or better 1 Case 90 ($ -  ) 

7 Apples, Red Delicious, 125 ct, U.S. Fancy or better 1 Case 225 ($ -  ) 

8 Apples, Red Delicious, 163 ct, U.S. Fancy or better 1 Case 280 ($ -  ) 

9 Apples, Granny Smith, 113 ct, U.S. Fancy or better 1 Case 25 ($ -  ) 

10 Apples, Granny Smith, 163 ct, U.S. Fancy or better 1 Case 20 ($ -  ) 

11 Bananas, medium size, Premium quality 40# Case 2500 ($ -  ) 
12 ($ -  ) 

13 ($ -  ) 

14 Broccoli Florets, bagged & ready, U.S. Fancy 3# Bag 600 ($ -  ) 

15 Broccoli Florets, bagged & ready, 4/3# bags, U.S. Fancy 12# Case 100 ($ -  ) 

16 Carrots, baby, 5# bags, U.S. No. 1 5# Bag 300 ($ -  ) 

17 Carrots, baby, 4/5# bags, U.S. No. 1 20# Case 100 ($ -  ) 

18 Carrots, Baby Bites, 200/1.3 oz. 1 Case 500 ($ -  ) 

19 Carrots, shredded 5#Bag 100 ($ -  ) 

20 Carrot Sticks, 4/5# bag, U.S. No. 1 1 Case 200 ($ -  ) 

21 Carrot Sticks, 5# bag, U.S. No. 1 5# Bag 100 ($ -  ) 

22 Cauliflower Florets, bagged & ready, U.S. No. 1 3# Bag 150 ($ -  ) 

23 Cauliflower Florets, bagged & ready, U.S. No. 1 4/3# Bags 100 ($ -  ) 

24 Celery, diced, U.S. Extra No. 1 5 # Bag 140 ($ -  ) 

25 Celery, stalks, U.S. Extra No. 1 1 Bunch 30 ($ -  ) 

26 Celery Sticks, 4/5# bags, U.S. Extra No. 1 1 Case 100 ($ -  ) 

27 Celery Sticks, U.S. Extra No. 1 5# Bag 600 ($ -  ) 
28 ($ -  ) 

29 Cucumbers, U.S. Fancy 5# bag 2200 ($ -  ) 

30 Grapes, Lunch Bunch 1 Case 750 ($ -  ) 

31 Grapes, Table, red seedless, U.S. Fancy, 18-20# 1 Case 100 ($ -  ) 

32 Grapes, Table, green seedless, U.S. Fancy, 18-20# 1 Case 100 ($ -  ) 

33 Kiwifruit, 36 count per flat, U.S. Fancy and U.S. No. 1 1 Flat 2000 ($ -  ) 

34 ($ -  ) 
35 ($ -  ) 



MADISON COUNTY SCHOOLS BID #17- CNP FRESH PRODUCE 

Page 2 of 3 

# Item Description Bid Unit 
Estimated 
Quantity 

Unit 
Price 

 Extended 
Price 

Alternate 
unit size 

36 Lettuce, Green Leaf Crowns 1 Case 300 ($ -  ) 

37 Lettuce, Romaine, heads, U.S. Fancy, 24 per case 1 Case 50 ($ -  ) 

38 Lettuce, Romaine chopped, bagged & ready,U.S. No. 1 12# Case 900 ($ -  ) 

39 Lettuce, Romaine chopped, bagged & ready,U.S. No. 1 2# Bag 85 ($ -  ) 

40 Lettuce, Romaine, shredded, bagged & ready, U.S. No. 1 12#  Case 1000 ($ -  ) 

41 Lettuce, Romaine, shredded, bagged & ready, U.S. No. 1 2#  Bag 125 ($ -  ) 

42 ($ -  ) 

43 ($ -  ) 

44 Melons, Cantaloupe, U.S. Fancy 1 Case 350 ($ -  ) 

45 Melons, Honeydew, U.S. No. 1 1 Case 150 ($ -  ) 

46 Melons, Watermelon, U.S. Fancy, price per melon Each 700 ($ -  ) 

47 Nectarines, U.S. Fancy 1 Case 700 ($ -  ) 

48 Onion, diced, bagged & ready, U.S. No. 1 5# Bag 100 ($ -  ) 

49 Onions, Red, whole, U.S. No. 1 5# bag 280 ($ -  ) 

50 Onions, Yellow, whole, U.S. No. 1 5# bag 100 ($ -  ) 

51 Oranges, 113 count, U.S. Fancy 1 Case 250 ($ -  ) 

52 Oranges, 125 count, U.S. Fancy 1 Case 50 ($ -  ) 

53 ($ -  ) 

54 Pears, Summer and Fall, 120-130 ct.,U.S. Fancy 1 Case 700 ($ -  ) 

55 Pepper, Green Bell, whole, U.S. Fancy 5# Case 500 ($ -  ) 

56 ($ -  ) 

57 ($ -  ) 

58 ($ -  ) 

59 Plums, U.S. Fancy 1 Case 900 ($ -  ) 

60 ($ -  ) 

61 Potatoes, Russet, 100 count, U.S. No. 1 or better 1 Case 350 ($ -  ) 

62 ($ -  ) 

63 Romaine Salad, 4/5# 1 Case 1285 ($ -  ) 

64 Romaine Salad, 5# 5# Bag 175 ($ -  ) 

65 Slaw Mix, bagged 5# bag 800 ($ -  ) 

66 Slaw Mix, bagged, 4/5# bags 20# Case 150 ($ -  ) 

67 Spinach, bagged, U.S. Extra No. 1 2.5# Bag 1200 ($ -  ) 

68 ($ -  ) 

69 ($ -  ) 

70 ($ -  ) 



MADISON COUNTY SCHOOLS BID #17- CNP FRESH PRODUCE 

Page 3 of 3 

# Item Description Bid Unit 
Estimated 
Quantity 

Unit 
Price 

 Extended 
Price 

Alternate 
unit size 

71 ($ -  ) 

72 ($ -  ) 

73 Strawberries, 8 quarts, U.S. No. 1 1 Case 750 ($ -  ) 

74 Tangelos, USA 1 Case 25 ($ -  ) 

75 Tangerines, U.S. Fancy 1 Case 200 ($ -  ) 

76 Tomatoes, Cherry, U.S. No. 1 1 Pint 30 ($ -  ) 

77 Tomatoes, Cherry, U.S. No. 1, 12 pints per flat 1 Flat 1200 ($ -  ) 

78 Tomatoes, Cherry, U.S. No. 1, 6 pints 1/2 Flat 50 ($ -  ) 

79 Tomatoes, Red, Whole,U.S. No. 1, 25# case 1/2 Case 200 ($ -  ) 

80 Tomatoes, Red, Whole,U.S. No. 1 25# Case 850 ($ -  ) 

81 Tomatoes, Red Grape, 12 pints per case, U.S. No. 1 1Case 300 ($ -  ) 

GRAND TOTAL ($ -  ) 

COMPANY________________________________ 

SIGNATURE___________________________________ 

DATE ______________________________________ 



Acknowledgment of Farm to Table Participation 

The USDA and the State of Alabama strongly encourages the school systems to participate in the 
Local Farm to Table program purchasing fruits and vegetables from local farmers when in 
season. 

It is the intent of this bid to award all the line item products to one prime vendor. However, in 
support of our farm to school efforts, the district reserves the right to purchase (competitively 
solicit quotes) comparable products off bid and directly from local farmers and producers as they 
are available. 

Please certify below by your signature that you have read and understand this stipulation. 

Company Name: _________________________________________ 

Name:___________________________________________Title:________________________ 

Signature:_______________________________________ Date:_________________________ 



CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM 

The Buy American Provision 

SP-24-2016-- The Buy American Provision in the National School Lunch Program requires 
school food authorities to purchase, to the maximum extent practicable, domestic commodity 
or product. Domestic commodity or product is defined as an agricultural commodity that is 
produced in the United States and a food product that is processed in the United States using 
substantial agricultural commodities that are produced in the United States. Substantial means 
that over 51 percent of the final processed product consists of agricultural commodities that 
were grown domestically. Products from Guam, American Samoa, Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, 
and the Northern Mariana Islands are allowed under this provision as territories of the United 
States. 7 CFR Part 210.21 (d) 

The purpose of The Buy American Provision is to support local and small businesses using food 
products from local sources to support small local farmers and provide healthy choices for 
children in the school meal programs. 

When possible and economically feasible, all food products should be American. 

Please certify below by your signature that all products on this bid adheres to The Buy 
American Provision. 

Company Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Name:______________________________ Title:____________________________ 

Signature:__________________________________ Date:______________________ 

Should any of the products that were bid not adhere to The Buy American Provision please 
provide additional documentation with the bid stating the reasons and description for the 
substitutions. Such as… 

--The product is not produced or manufactured in the US in sufficient and reasonable 
available quantities of a satisfactory quality. 

-- Competitive bids reveal the costs of a US product are significantly higher than the non- 
domestic product. 



CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM 

ESCALATION/DE-ESCALATION CLAUSE 

All bid pricing must remain in effect throughout the life of the bid. However, we realize that at times 
some products do fluctuate on the open market. Examples may be milk products or milk by-products 
and “Act of God” events such as extreme drought, flooding, etc. for all fresh produce that could 
prevent holding the price for the length of the bid contract. 

In these cases, documentation from the manufacturer and/or published price sheets are 
required to support your request for any price increase. 

All price increases must be based upon product cost ONLY, and documentation of the price 
increase is required. 

Once these products revert once again to their original pricing the De-Escalation of the product should 
also occur. De-Escalation pricing should also be adhered to should any pricing drop below the original 
bid for a foreseeable amount of time. 

Escalation and De-Escalation pricing shall apply to all Fresh Produce, Milk, Ice-cream, and Milk By 
products purchased by the Child Nutrition Program in this bid. 

Company Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Name: ________________________________________ Title:__________________________ 

Signature:_______________________________________Date:_________________________ 



Federal Contract Conditions 

All Bids / contracts must contain provisions covering the following, as applicable:   
a. Bidders must comply with Equal Employment Opportunity in accordance with Executive 

(41 CFR Part 60).   
  

b. Bidders must comply with the Davis-Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. 3141-3148). 
  

c. Bidders must comply with the Copeland Anti-Kickback Act (18 U.S.C. 874 & 40 
U.S.C.276c). 

  

d. Bidders must comply with the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. 
3701-3708). 

  

e. Bidders must comply with the requirements of (37 CFR Part 401.2), "Rights to Inventions 
Made by Nonprofit Organizations and Small Business Firms Under Government Grants, 
Contracts and Cooperative Agreements," and any implementing regulations issued by 
the awarding agency.   

  

f. Bidders must comply with the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401-7671q).   
  

g. Bidders must comply with the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (22 U.S.C. 
1251-1387).   

  

h. Bidders must comply with the Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment (31 U.S.C. 1352).   
  

i. Bidders must comply with section 6002 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by 
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (40 CFR part 247).   

  

j. Bidders must comply with the requirements of Debarment and Suspension (Executive 
Orders 12549 and 12689).    

k. Bidders must comply with the Buy American provision (7 CFR part 210.21). The term 
'domestic commodity or product' means an agricultural commodity that is produced in 
the United States and a food product that is processed in the United States substantially 
using agricultural commodities that are produced in the United States. The term 
"substantially" is defined by USDA as meaning that over 51 percent of the final 
processed product consists of agricultural commodities that were grown domestically. 

Acknowledgement of Receiving the Federal Contract Conditions: 

Company Name_____________________________________________________ 

Signature:_________________________________   Printed Name:______________________ 

Title:________________________________________   Date:___________________________ 



I. SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
A. The contractor agrees to retain all books, records and other documents relative to 

this agreement for three (3) years after final payment.   The Madison County 
Board of Education, its authorized agents and/or state/federal representatives 
shall have full access to, and the right to examine any of said materials during 
said period.   If an investigation or audit is in progress, records shall be 
maintained until stated matter is closed. 

B. Any product offered which is not labeled in such a manner as to permit interstate 
transport will be rejected.   Packers and or producers located within the State of 
Alabama must understand that Alabama Department of Agriculture inspection 
labels will be not quality under provisions of this Invitation to Bid. 

C. Contractors shall comply with all applicable standards, orders or requirements 
issued under Section 306 of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.D. 1857(h), Section 508 of 
the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1368), Executive Order 11738 and Environmental 
Protection Agency regulations, (40 CFR Part 15), which prohibit the use under 
non-exempt federal contracts, grants or loans of facilities included on the EPA 
List of Violating Facilities. 

D. By signing this document, the contractor certifies that this bid is made without 
prior understanding, agreement, or connection with any corporation, firm or 
person submitting a bid for the same materials, supplies or equipment, and is in 
all respects fair and without collusion or fraud.   The contractor certifies that 
collusive bidding is a violation of federal law and can result in fines, prison 
sentences and civil damage awards. 

E. The contract distributor shall be liable for gross receipt taxes in accordance with 
Alabama statues if applicable. 

F. The term “damaged” for purposes of this document, shall refer to an item that 
has sustained a damage that would allow spillage from the original container, a 
loss or disfigurement of a label that would hamper identification, contaminated 
package that would affect the content of that package or any other happening 
that would affect the quality and/or quantity of the original item. 

G. Current label shall refer to a product that can be substantiated as “fresh” by 
being tied to the code date on the containers. 

H. N/A   

I. Bidder must have the warehouse facilities required to safely and securely store 
the products required by these specifications.   The facilities and operating 
practices must, at all times, be in compliance with the United States Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act as well as any State and local Statute, Regulation or 
Ordinance. 

J. Bidders shall have ownership or the ability to lease, rent or otherwise obtain 
vehicular equipment necessary to affect an efficient day-to-day delivery schedule 



to participating entities within the bidder’s region of responsibility.   Madison 
County Board of Education does not presume to dictate the type of trucks or 
tractor trucks necessary to accomplish an efficient day-to-day delivery schedule.   
However, bidders should know that all delivery sites do not provide 
state-of-the-art unloading and food handling facilities.   Some sites in fact, fall far 
short of that standard.   Some sites will not accommodate trailer rigs and in fact 
are not easily accessible with bob trucks having overall lengths in excess of 
twenty-seven (27) feet.   Bidders having no experience in making deliveries to the 
sites in the county being bid should visit all sites to see where delivery will have 
to be made for each school.   Bidders shall coordinate all site visits with each 
school Principal prior to making site visit. 

II. DELIVERY TIMES AND PLACES 

Deliveries shall be required to all school sites as listed at the end of this section 
and as follows: 

A. All sites require delivery ten (10) months per year. 

B. The frequency of delivery shall be WEEKLY to all sites. 

1. Deliveries shall be completed between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

2. Madison County Board of Education Child Nutrition Supervisor shall be 
required to provide a list of observed holidays and other closings to the 
contractor serving their region so the contractor does not make an 
unnecessary delivery trip.   The contractor shall review this list prior to 
scheduling deliveries. 

3. Holidays shall be defined as any week that has less than five (5) working 
days. 

III. DELIVERY SCHEDULES 

A. Under no circumstances should fresh produce ever be left outside.   Drivers or 
helpers shall not be required to stow produce on shelves.   The contractor will 
retain liability of product until such time as the local organization receipts for 
the product. 

B. Drivers and helpers shall deliver merchandise to designated areas. 

C. Drivers and helpers shall request the authorized receiver or the designated 
representative, to verify the accuracy of quantities of each item, brand and 
code numbers of each item and condition of merchandise.   Each delivery 
ticket shall be signed by a designated receiver.   Variations from the norm, i.e. 
shortages, damages, etc. shall be noted on each ticket by the designated 
receiver and initialed by both the truck driver and receiver.   The contractor 
shall not be required to issue credits for errors not detected at the time of 



delivery, except for hidden damage. 

D. Special or intermediate deliveries shall be required only if a contractor fails 
to deliver a product on a regularly scheduled delivery. 

E. If deliveries are made wherein shortages or damaged items are noted, the 
contractor will be required to make “next day” deliveries to correct the 
discrepancies.   However, if the shortage had been noted and transmitted to 
the affected entity during the order process, the requirement for “next day” 
shall not apply.   The term “next day” is used to allow entities to exercise that 
option.   However, it shall not be intended as mandatory. 

IV. PRODUCT REQUIREMENTS 

A. Product Specifications: 

1. Quality – When delivering produce on a weekly basis, contractors are 
required to deliver produce which is fresh, since the product may be held on 
premises for seven (7) days.    

2. Variety – Contractor shall advise Madison County Board of Education Child 
Nutrition Supervisor of produce variations which may either improve 
consumer acceptance, add variety to menus or provide greater value.   

B. Product Protection Guarantees 

Participating Organizations have “automatic” product protection recourse 
against suppliers for product safety.   According to federal regulations, the 
supplier whose name and address appear on the package is the responsible 
party.   Contractors are expected to take immediate action to correct any 
situation in which product integrity is violated. 

C. Import Products 

The Buy American Provision of the National School Lunch Act requires that 
we purchase and use only domestic product. 

D. Brand “Quoting On” 

Not applicable to this bid. 

E. Units of Purchase 

The Unit of Purchase is specified on Fresh Produce Bid Sheet. 



COMPANY 

ADDRESS 

PHONE       FAX 

PRIMARY CONTACT ___________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

MADISON COUNTY BUSINESS LICENSE # 

STATE OF ALABAMA BUSINESS LICENSE #____________________________________ 

E-VERIFICATION #____________________________________________________________ 
(Attach copy of your E-Verification-Immigration form) 

For all Contracted Professional Services please attach a copy of your Certificate of Liability 
Insurance. 

For all Contracted Professional Services please attach a copy of your Contractor’s License. 

For all Contracted Professional Services that will drive on Madison County Board of 
Education Property, please provide a copy of your Automobile Liability. 

Is the Company a minority or woman owned company? Yes_____      No______ 

NO BID BOND/BID CHECK REQUIRED FOR THIS PARTICULAR BID 

SIGNATURE 

PRINTED NAME 

TITLE 

                                                                       DATE 



Payment/Procedure Terms 

The Madison County Board of Education has two options in place to make payments 
from this solicitation. 

  

Option I - Mastercard Commercial Card 

  

This form of payment significantly reduces payment time to three to five days once 
services are rendered and the invoice is submitted.   Option I agrees to accept the 
MasterCard Commercial Card as an acceptable form of payment and may not add 
additional services fees/handling charges to purchases made with the MasterCard 
Commercial Card.   

  

Authorized Signature to accept 

Mastercard Commercial Card: ___________________________ 

Date:                                    

  

Option II - Check 

  

This form of payment will be processed on the next scheduled check run for the month 
once services are rendered and invoice is submitted. Option II agrees to accept a check 
as an acceptable form of payment. 

  

Authorized Signature 

to accept payment by Check: ________________________ 

  

Date: ____________________________ 



Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility 

And Voluntary Exclusion – Lower Tier Covered Transactions   

  

This certification is required by the regulations implementing Executive Order 125-49, 
Debarment and Suspension, 7 CFR Part 3017, Section 3017.510, Participants’ responsibilities.   
The regulations were published as Part IV of the January 30, 1989, Federal Register (pages 
4722-4733).   Copies of the regulations may be obtained by contacting the Department of 
Agriculture agency with which this transaction originated. 

  

(BEFORE COMPLETING CERTIFICATION, READ INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE) 

  

(1)           The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that 
neither it nor its principals is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, 
declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation is this transaction by any 
Federal department or agency. 

  

(2)           Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the 
statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to 
this proposal. 

  

                                                                                                                                            

Organization Name                                  PR/Award Number of Project Name 

  

  

                                                                                                                                            

Name(s) and Title(s) of Authorized Representative(s)   

  

                                                                                                                                            

Signature(s)                                                                                  Dat 



Instructions for Certification    

1.              By signing and submitting this form, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the 
certification set out on the reverse side in accordance with these instructions. 

2.              The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was 
placed when this transaction was entered into.   If it is later determined that the prospective lower 
tier participant knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies 
available to the Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction 
originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment. 

3.              The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate written notice to the person 
to which this proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective lower tier participant learns that 
its certification was erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed 
circumstances. 

4.              The terms “covered transaction,” “debarred,” “suspended,” “ineligible,” “lower tier covered 
transaction,” “participant,” “person,” “primary covered transaction,” “principal,” “proposal,” and 
“voluntarily excluded,” as used in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions and 
Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive Order 12549.   You may contact the person to 
which this proposal is submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of those regulations. 

5.              The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this form that, should the 
proposed covered transaction be entered into, it shall knowingly enter into any lower tier covered 
transaction with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded 
from participant in this covered transaction, unless authorized by the department or agency with 
which this transaction originated. 

6.              The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting this form that it will 
include this clause title “Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and 
Voluntary Exclusion – Lower Tier Covered Transactions,” without modification, in all lower tier 
covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions. 

7.              A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective 
participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from the covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is 
erroneous.   A participant may decide the method and frequency by which it determines the 
eligibility of its principals.   Each participant may, but is not required to, check the Nonprocurement 
List. 

8.              Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to required establishment of a 
system of records in order to render in good faith the certification required by this clause.   The 
knowledge and information of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally 
possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business dealings.   

9.              Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 5 of these instructions, if a participant 
in a covered transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who 
is suspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in 
addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency with 
which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or 
debarment. 



Notice of Alabama Immigration Law Compliance Requirements to all Contractors of LOCAL 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

As a Contractor, as defined in the Act, to the LOCAL BOARD OF EDUCATION (“Board’), it is critical to 
your relationship (future or continuing) with the Board that you comply with the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act of 1986, as amended by the Immigration Act of 1990, and Beason-Hammon Alabama 
Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act.   Accordingly, please provide your Affidavit of Immigration 
Compliance with attached E-Verify Memorandum of Understanding, as requested in the attached 
memorandum. If you do not believe these obligations apply to you, please notify the Board immediately. 

Every contract entered into by the Board from this point forward with a contractor will contain the following 
clause or one substantially similar: 

Alabama Immigration Law Compliance Contract:   Contractor agrees that it 
will fully comply with the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986, as 

amended by the Immigration Act of 1990, and the Beason-Hammon Alabama 

Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act, which makes it unlawful for an employer in 

Alabama to knowingly hire or continue to employ an alien who is or has become 

unauthorized with respect to such employment or to fail to comply with the I-9 

requirements or fails to use E-Verify to verify the eligibility to legally work in the 

United States for all of its new hires who are employed to work in the State of 
Alabama.   Without limiting the foregoing, Contractor shall not knowingly employ, 
hire for employment, or continue to employ an unauthorized alien, and shall have 

an officer or other managerial employee who is personally familiar with the 

Contractor’s hiring practices to execute an affidavit to this effect on the form 

supplied by the Board and return the same to the Board.   Contractor shall also enroll 
in the E-Verify Program prior to performing any work, or continuing to perform 

any ongoing work, and shall remain enrolled throughout the entire course of its 

performance hereunder, and shall attach to its affidavit the E-Verify Program for 
Employment Verification and Memorandum of Understanding and such other 
documentation as the Board may require to confirm Contractor’s enrollment in the 

E-Verify Program.   Contractor agrees not to knowingly allow any of its subcontractors, 
or any other party with whom it has contract, to employ in the State of Alabama any 

illegal or undocumented alien to perform any work in connection with the Project, and 

shall include in all of its contracts a provision substantially similar to this paragraph. 
If Contractor receives actual knowledge of the unauthorized status of one 

of its employees in the State of Alabama, it will remove that employee from the 

project, jobsite or premises of Board and shall comply with the Immigration Reform 

and Control Act of 1986, as amended by the Immigration Act of 1990, and the 

Beason-Hammon Alabama Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act.   Contractor shall 
Require each of its subcontractors, or other parties with whom it has a contract, to 

act in a similar fashion.   If Contractor violates any term of this provision, this 

Agreement will be subject to immediate termination by the Board.   To the fullest 
extent permitted by law, Contractor shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the 

Board from any and all losses, consequential damages, expenses (including, but not 
limited to attorneys’ fees), claims, suits, liabilities, fines, penalties, and any other 
costs arising out of or in any way related to Contractor’s failure to fulfill its obligation 

contained in this paragraph. 



  

To the extent that there is no formal written contract between the Board and the Contractor, such as 
where business is conducted by purchase order, this document shall serve as the Alabama Immigration 
Compliance Contract. 

  

Alabama Immigration Law Compliance Contract Notice Acknowledged and Agreed by Contractor 
whose name appears below: 

  

________________________________________________________ 

Contractor Officer or Owner Signature/Date 

  

________________________________________________________ 

Print Name/Title/Company 
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