WESTERN CIVILIZATION TO 1300

ALTHOUGH EARLY CIVILIZATIONS emerged in different parts
of the world, the foundations of Western civilization were laid
by the Mesopotamians and the Egyptians. They developed
cities and struggled with the problems of organized states.
They developed wrmng to keep records and created literature.

= They constructed monu-
mental architecture to
please their gods, sym-
bolize their power, and
preserve their culture.
They developed political,
military, sodial, and reli-
: gious structures to deal
wnh the basic problems of human existence and organization.
These first literate civilizations left detailed records that allow
us to view how they grappled with three of the fundamental
problems that humans have pondered: the nature of human
relationships, the nature of the universe, and the role of divine
forces in that cosmos. Although later peoples in Western civi-
lization would provide different answers from those of the
Mesopotamians and Egyptians, it was they who first posed the
questions, gave answers, and wrote them down. Human mem-
ory begins with these two dvilizations.

By 1500 B.cB, much of the creative impulse of the
Mesopotamian and Bgyptian civilizations was beginning to
wane. The entry of new peoples known as Indo-Europeans
who moved into Asia Minor and Anatolia (modern Turkey) led
to the creation of a Hittite kingdom that engaged in conflict
with the Egyptians. The invasion of the Sea Peoples around
1200 B.C.E., however, destroyed the Hittites, severely weakened
the Bgyptians, and created a power vacuum thatallowed a patch-
work of petty kingdoms and dty-states to emerge, espedially in
the area of Syria and Palestine. All of them were eventually
overshadowed by the rise of the great empires of the Assyrians,
Chaldeans, and Persians. The Assyrian Empire was the first to
unite almost all of the ancent Near East. Far larger was the
empire of the Great Kings of Persia. Although it owed much to
the administrative organization developed by the Assyrians, the
Persian Empire had its own peculiar strengths. Persian rule was
tolerant as well as efficient. Conquered peoples were allowed to
keep their own religions, customs, and methods of doing busi-
ness. The many years of peace that the Persian Empire brought
to the Near East facilitated wade and the general well-being of
its peoples. Many Near Eastern peoples expressed gratitude for
being subjects of the Great Kings of Persia.

The Israelites were one of these peoples. Never numerous,
they created no empire and were dominated by the Assyrians,
Chaldeans, and Persians. Nevertheless, they left a spiritual
legacy that influenced much of the later development of
Western civilization. The evolution of Hebrew monotheism
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(belief in a single god)
created in Judaism one
of the world’s great reli-
gions; it influenced the
development of both
Christianity and Islam.
When we speak of the
Judeo-Christian heritage
of Western civilization, we refer not only to the concept of
monotheism but also to ideas of law, morality, and sodal justice
that have become important parts of Western culture.

On the western fringes of the Persian Empire, another rela-
tively small group of people, the Greeks, were creating cultural
and political ideals that would also have an important impact
on Western dvilization. The first Greek civilization, known
as the Mycenaean, took shape around 1600 B.c.E. and fell to
new Greek-speaking invaders five hundred years later. By the
eighth century B.C.E., the polis, or city-state, had become the
chief focus of Greek life. Loyalty to the polis created a close-
knit community but also divided Greece into a'host of indepen-
dent states. Sparta and Athens became the most important of
these states. They were very different, however. Sparta created
a closed, highly disciplined sodety; while Athens moved toward
an open, democratic civilization.

The Classical Age in Greece (c. 500-338 B.C.E. ) began with
a mighty confrontation between the Greeks and the Persian
Empire. After their victory over the Persians, the Greeks began
to divide into two large alliances, one headed by Sparta and the

" other by Athens. Athens created a naval empire and flourished

during the age of Pericles, but fear of Athens led to the Great
Peloponnesian War between Sparta and Athens and their
allies. For all of their brilliant accomplishments, the Greeks
were unable to rise above the divisions and rivalries that caused
them to fight each other and undermine their own dvilization.

The accomplishments of the Greeks formed the fountain-
head of ‘Western culture. Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle estab-
lished the foundations of Western philosophy. Our literary
forms are largely derived from Greek poetry and drama. Greek
notions of harmony, proportion, and beauty have remained
the touchstones for all subsequent Western art. A rational
method of inquiry, so important to modern science, was con-
ceived in ancient Greece. Many of our political terms are Greek
in origin, and so are our concepts of the rights and duties of
citizenship, especially as they were
conceived in Athens, the first great
democracy. Especially during their
Classical period, the Greeks raised
and debated fundamental ques-
tons about the purpose of human
existence, the structure of human




society, and the nature of the universe that have concerned
Western thinkers ever since.

While the Greek city-states were pursuing their squabbles,
to their north a new and powerful kingdom—Macedonia—
erneréed. Under King Philip II, the Macedonians defeated a
Greek allied army in 338 B.c.E. and then consolidated their con-
trol over the Greek peninsula. Although the independent Greek
city-states lost their freedom when they were conquered by the
Macedonians, Greek culture did not die. Under the leadership
of Alexander the Great, son of Philip I, both Macedonians
and Greeks invaded and conquered the Persian Empire. In the
conquered lands, Greeks and non-Greeks established a sedes
of kingdoms (known as the Hellenistic kingdoms) and inaugu-
rated the Hellenistic era.

The Hellenistic period was, in its own way, a vibrant one.
New dities arose and flourished. New philosophical ideas cap-
tured the minds of many. Significant achievements occurred in
art, literature, and science. Greek culture spread throughout the
Near East and made an impact wherever it was carried. In some
areas of the Hellenistic world, queens played an active role in
political life, and many upper-class women found new avenues
for expressing themselves. Although the Hellenistic era achieved
adegree of political stability, by the late third century s.c.z., signs
of decline were beginning to multiply, and the growing power
of Rome would eventually endanger the Hellenistic world.

Sometime in the eighth century B.cE, a group of Latin-
speaking people built a small community called Rome on the
Tiber River in Italy Between 509 and 264 5.c.E,, this city expanded
and brought almost all of Italy under its control. Even more dra-
matically, between 264 and 133 ».c.E., Rome expanded to the west
and east and became master of the Mediterranean Sea.

After 133 a.c.e., however, Rome’s republican institutions
proved inadequate for the task of ruling an empire. In the

breakdown that ensued, ambitious
individuals saw opportunities for
power unparalleled in Roman his-
tory and succumbed to the tempta-
tions. After a series of bloody dvil
wars, peace was finally achieved
when Octavian defeated Antony
and Cleopatra. Octavian, who
came to be known by the title of
Augustus, created a new system of
government that seemed to preserve the Republic while estab-
lishing the basis for a new system that would rule the empire in
an orderly fashion.

After a century of internal upheaval, Augustus established
anew order that began the Roman Empire, which experienced
Peace and prosperity between 14 and 180. During this era, trade
flourished, and the provinces were governed efficiently. In the
course of the third century, however, the Roman Empire came
near to collapse due to invasions, civil wars, and economic
decline. Although the emperors Diocletian and Constantine
brought new life to the so-called Late Empire at the begin-
Ning of the fourth century, their efforts shored up the empire
only temporarily. In the course of the fifth century, the empire
divided into western and eastern parts.

————-———————-—-_—

The Roman Empire was the largest empire in antiquity.
Known for their practical skills, the Romans bequeathed many
achievements'in language, law, engineering, and government to
the future. The Romance languages of today (French, Italian,
Spanish, Portuguese, and Romanian) are based on Latin.
Western practices of impartial justice and tial by jury owe
much to Roman law. As great builders, the Romans left monu-
ments to their skills throughout Burope; some of them, such
as aqueducts and roads, are still in use today. Aspects of Roman
administrative practices survived in the Western world for cen-
turies. The Romans also preserved the intellectual heritage of
the ancient world.

During its last two hundred years, the Roman world under-
went a slow transformation with the spread of Christianity. The
rise of Christianity marked an important break with the domi-
nant values of the ancient world. Christianity began as a small
Jewish sect, but under the guidance of Paul of Tarsus, it became a
world religion that appealed to both Jews and non-Jews. Despite
persecution by Roman authorities, Christianity grew and became
widely accepted by the fourth century. At the end of that century,
it was made the official state religion of the Roman Empire.

The period of late antiquity that saw the disintegration
of the western part of the Roman Empire also witnessed the
emergence of a new BEuropean civiliza- '
tion in the Early Middle Ages. This early '
medieval civilization was formed by the | FIES
coalescence of three major elements: the
Germanic peoples who moved into the
western part of the empire and established
new kingdoms, the continuing attraction
of the Greco-Roman cultural legacy, and
the Christian church. Politically, a series
of new Germanic kingdoms emerged in
western Burope. Bach fused Roman and Germanic elements to
create a new society. The Christian church (or Roman Catholic
Church, as it came to be called in the west) played a crucial role
in the growth of the new Buropean civilization. The church
developed an organized government under the leadership of the
pope. It also assimilated the Classical tradition and through its
dlergy brought Christianized civilization to the Germanic tribes.
Especially important were the monks and nuns who led the way
in converting the Germanic peoples in Europe to Christianity.

At the end of the eighth century, a new kingdom—the
Carolingian Empire—came to control much of western and
central Burope, especially during the reign of Charlemagne. In
the long run, the creation of a western empire fostered the idea
of a distinct Buropean identity and marked a shift of power
from the south to the north. Italy and the Mediterranean had
been the center of the Roman Empire. The lands north of
the Alps now became the political center of Burope, Western
and increasingly, Burope emerged as the focus and center of
Western civilization.

Building on a fusion of Germanic, Classical, and Christian ele-
ments, the Carolingian Empire was well governed but was held
together primarily by personal loyalty to the strong king. The
economy of the eighth and ninth centuries was based almost
entirely on farming, which proved inadequate to maintain a large

Western Civilization to 1300 B xvwvn




monarchical system. As a result, a new
political and military order—known as fief-
holding—subsequently evolved to become
an integral part of the political world of
the Middle Ages. Fief-holding was char-
acterized by a decentralization of political
authority, as lords camne to exercise legal,
administrative, and military power. This
transferral of public power into many pri-
vate hands seemed to provide the security
that the weak central government could not provide.

The new European civilization that had emerged in the
ninth and tenth centuries began to come into its own in the
eleventh and twelfth centuries, and Buropeans established
new patterns that reached their high point in the thirteenth
century. The High Middle Ages (1000~1300) was a period of
recovery and growth for Western civilization, characterized by
a greater sense of security and a burst of energy and enthu-
siasm. Climatic improvements that produced better growing
conditions, an expansion of cultivated land, and technological
changes combined to enable Burope’s food supply to increase
significantly after 1000. This increase in agricultural production
helped sustain a dramatic rise in population that was physically
apparent in the expansion of towns and cities.

The development of trade and the rise of cities added a
dynamic new element to the civilization of the High Middle
Ages. Trading activities flourished first in northern Italy and
Flanders and then spread outward from these centers. In the late
tenth and eleventh centuries, this renewal of commercial life led
to a revival of cities. Old Roman sites came back to life, and new
towns arose at major crossroads or natural harbors favorable to

trading activities. By the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, both -

the urban centers and the urban
population of Burope were experi-
encing a dramatic expansion. The
revival of trade, the expansion of
towns and cities, and the develop-
ment of a money economy did not
mean the end of a predominantly
rural Buropean sodety, but they
did open the door to new ways to
make a living and new opportunities for people to expand and
enrich their lives. Eventually, they created the foundations for
the development of a predominantly urban industrial society.
During the High Middle Ages, European society was domi-
nated by a landed aristocracy whose primary function was to fight.
These nobles built innumerable castles that gave a distinctive look
to the countryside. Although lords and vassals seemed forever
mired in endless petty conflicts, over time medieval kings began
to exert a centralizing authority and inaugurated the process of
developing new kinds of monarchical states. By the thirteenth
century, Buropean monarchs were solidifying their governmental
institutions in pursuit of greater power. The nobles, who rational-
ized their warlike behavior by calling themselves the defenders
of Christian society, continued to dominate the medieval world
politically; economically, and socially. But quietly and surely, within
this world of castles and private power, kings gradually began to
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extend their public powers and devel-
oped the machinery of government
that would enable them to become the
centers of political authority in Burope.
The actions of these medieval monarchs
laid the foundation for the Buropean
kingdoms that in one form or another
have dominated the Buropean political
scene ever since.

During the High Middle Ages, the
power of both nobles and kings was often overshadowed by
the authority of the Catholic Church, perhaps the dominant
institution of the High Middle Ages. In the Early Middle Ages,
the Catholic Church had shared in the challenge of new growth
by reforming itself and striking out on a path toward greater
papal power, both within the church and over European sodety.
The High Middle Ages witnessed a spiritual renewal that led to
numerous and even divergent paths: revived papal leadership,
the development of centralized administrative machinery that
buttressed papal authority, and new dimensions to the religious
life of the clergy and laity. A wave of religious enthusiasm in
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries led to the formation of new
religious orders that worked to provide for the needs of the
people, espedally their concern for achieving salvation.

The economic, political, and religious growth of the High
Middle Ages also gave Europeans a new confidence that enabled
them to look beyond their borders to the land§ and empires of
the east. Only a confident Europe could have undertaken the
Crusades, a concerted military effort to recover the Holy L:md
of the Near East from the Muslims.

Western assurance and energy, so crudial to the Crusades,
were also evident in a burst of intellectual and artistic activity.
New educational institutions known as universities came into
being in the twelfth century. New
literature, written in the vernacular
language, appealed to the growing
number of people in cities or at
courts who could read. The study
of theology, ‘queen of the sd-
ences,” reached a high point in the work of Thomas Aqumas
At the same time, a religious building spree—especially evident
in the great Romanesque and Gothic cathedrals of the age—
left the landscape bedecked with churches that were the visible
symbols of Christian Burope’s vitality.

Growth and optimism seemed to characterize the High
Middle Ages, but underneath the calm exterior lay seeds of
discontent and change. Dissent from church teaching and prac-
tices grew in the thirteenth century, leading to a climate of
fear and intolerance as the church responded with inquisitorial
instruments to enforce conformity to its teachings. The break-
down of the old agricultural system and the creation of new
relationships between lords and peasants led to local peasant
uprisings in the late thirteenth century. The Crusades ended
ignominiously with the fall of the last cqusading foothold in
the east in 1291. By that time, more and more signs of ominous
troubles were appearing. The fourteenth century,.would prove
to be a time of crisis for Buropean civilization.




PREPARING FOR THE AP® EXAMINATION

WHETHER YOU ARE TAKING an AP® course at your school
or working on AP® independently, the stage is set for a great
intellectual journey. As you progress and you burrow deeper
and deeper into the coursework, you can see the broad con-
cepts, events, conflicts, resolutions, and personalities that have
shaped the history of our complex world. Examining the cul-
tural, political, and economic developments that have brought
great change, while at the same time acknowledging the con-
tinuities that remain throughout Buropean history, is a thrill-
ing task. Fleshing out those forces of change and continuity
in Buropean history is exciting. More exciting stll is recogniz-
ing references to those forces when you hear about them in
the media and understanding how history has shaped current
world events. 3

But as spring approaches and the College Board examina-
tion begins to loom on the horizon, Advanced Placement®
can seem quite intimidating, given the enormous scope and
extent of the information you need to know. If you are intimi-
dated by the College Board examination, you are certainly not
alone.

The best way to approach an AP®examination is to master
it, not let it master you. If you manage your time effectively,
you will eliminate one major obstacle—learning a consider-
able amount of factual material. In addition, if you can think
of the AP® test as a way to show off how your mind works,
you have a leg up: attitude does help. If you are not one of
tho%e students, there is still much you can do to sideline your
anxiety.

Setting Up a Review Schedule

If you have been steadily doing your homework and keeping up
with the coursework, you are in good shape. Your teacher will
have assigned AP® Progress Checks, short multiple-choice quiz-
zes and practice essays for each unit; that you can do online.
The key to preparing for the examination is to begin as early as
possible; do not wait until the exam is just a week or two away
to begin your studying. But even if you have done all that—or
if it is too late to do all that—there are more ways to get it
all together. This introduction to the exam will familiarize you
with the types of questions you will see.

Before the Examination

By November 15, long before the exam, you need to make sure
that you complete the online registration to take the test. Many
schools take care of the paperwork and handle the fees for their
AP® students, but check with your teacher or the AP® coor-
dinator to make sure that you are on the registration list. (If
you have a documented disability and need test accommoda-
tions, talk with your teacher or AP® coordinator in the fall or
as early as possible.) If you are studying AP® independently, call
AP® Services at the College Board for the name of the local
AP® coordinator, who will help you through the registration
process.

The evening before the exam is not a good time for cramming.
If you like, look over class notes or drift through your textbook,
but concentrate on the broad outlines, not the small details, of
the course. Be sure to sharpen a fistful of no. 2 pencils with good
erasers for the multiple-choice section of the test; set out s\‘everal
black or blue ballpoint pens for the document-based queston,
short-answer, and long-essay questions; get a watch if you don't
have one (cell phones are not allowed in the testing room), and
turn off its alarm. Then relax. And get a good night’s sleep. An
extra hour of sleep is more valuable than an extra hour of study.

On the day of the examination, make certain to eat well
to provide fuel for the brain. Studies show that students who
eat a good meal before testing get higher grades. You will be
given a ten-minute break between Section I and Section IT; the
Buropean history exam lasts for over three hours, so be pre-
pared for a long afternoon. You do not want to be distracted
by a growling stomach or hunger pangs. Be sure to wear com-
fortable clothes, taking along a sweater in case the heating or
air-conditioning is erratic. When you get to the testing loca-
tion, make certain to comply with all security procedures.
Cell phones are not allowed, so leave yours at home or in your
locker. A watch might be a helpful item to bring to help you
keep track of time; however, be sure that you turn off all alarms
and beepers, or the watch will not be allowed in the testing
room. Be careful not to drink a lot of liquids, necessitating trips
to the bathroom, which take up valuable test time.

Remember, preparation is key, even on the fast track. Best
wishes on your journey to success—go get that 5!

AP® is a trademark registered by the College Board, which is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product.
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TAKING THE AP° EUROPEAN

HISTORY EXAMINATION

THE AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY exam consists of four parts
in two sections. Section I includes Parts A and B. Section I
Part A consists of 55 multiple-choice questions that you will
have 55 minntes to answer; all questions will be organized
into sets of two to five questions that follow an item of
stimulus material (a primary or secondary source). Section I
Part B consists of three short-answer questions that you will
answer in 40 minutes. Section II includes its own Part A and
Part B. Section II Part A contains a document-based question
assessing a particular skill, such as Causation or Continuity

and Change, as well as your ability to apply your understand-
ing of the documents using the historical thinking skills and
reasoning processes. You will be given 60 minutes to read
the documents and answer the question. Section II Part B
consists of three long-essay questions that focus on the same
reasoning process as it applies to three different time periods;
you will choose to respond to one of these in the allotted
40 minutes. Keep an eye on your watch. Watch alarms are
not allowed.
Here is a chart that shows the breakdown of the exam:

: Multiple-Choice Short-Answer Dociment-Based Long-Essay Question (Essay)
Questions Questions Question (Essay)
!
’ r Weight 40% of exam 20% of exam 25% of exam 15% of exam
i | Number of 55 . 3 1 Long-Essay Question: choose one
i Questions of three questions.
it Time Allowed 55 minutes 40 minutes 100 minutes for reading and writing

Suggested time: 15 minutes for
reading and planning and
45 minutes to write

approx. 45 seconds
per question

Suggested Pace approx. 10 minutes

per question

40 minutes to plan and write

Themes in AP® European History

The College Board has identified seven themes that run
through the AP® European History course: THEME 1
INTERACTION OF BUROPE AND THE WORLD (INT)—
Motivated by a variety of factors, Europe’s interaction with
the world led to political, economic, social, and cultural
exchanges that influenced both European and non-European
sacieties, THEME 2: ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL
DEVELOPMENTS (ECD)—Economic development, espe-
cially the development of capitalism, played an important
role in Burope's history, often having significant social,
political, and cultural effects. THEME 3: CULTURAL AND
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENTS (CID)—The creation
and transmission of knowledge, including the relationship
between traditional sources of authority and the develop-
ment of differing world views, had significant political, intel-
lectual, economic, cultural, and social effects on European
and world societies. THEME 4: STATES AND OTHER
INSTITUTIONS OF POWER (SOP)—European states
and nations developed governmental and civil institutions
from 1450 to the present to organize society and consoli-
date political power, with a variety of social, cultural, and
economic effects. THEME 5: SOCIAL ORGANIZATION
AND DEVELOPMENT (SCD)—Economic, political, and

cultural factors have influenced the form and status of fam-
ily, class, and social groups in European history, affecting -
both the individual and society. THEME 6: NATTONAL AND .

EUROPEAN IDENTITY (NEI)—Definitions and perceptions
of regional, cultural, national, and Buropean identity have
developed and been challenged over time; with varied and
often profound effects on the political, social, and cultural
order in Burope. THEME 7: TECHNOLOGICAL AND

SCIENTIFIC INNOVATION (TSI)—Scientific and techno- .

logical innovations have increased efficiency, improved dale )
life, and shaped human development and interactions, hav- .
ing both intended and unintended consequences. A theme
won't appear in every chapter of the textbook, but it will
be relevant in each of the nine units of the cougse, and all
are weighted equally on the AP® exam. The nine units are
as follows: Unit 1: Renaissance and Exploration; Unit 2: Age
of Reformation; Unit 3: Absolutism and Constitutionalism;
Unit 4: Scientific, Philosophical, and Political Developments;
Unit 5: Conflict, Crisis, and Reaction in the Late 18th

Century; Unit 6: Industrialization and Its Effects; Unit 7:
19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments; Unit
8: 20th-Century Global Conflicts; Unit 9: Cold War and
Contemporary Europe. The themes and units give you a real
assist in writing long essays; they provide the big idea, whn'_h
you support with your historical facts. :

AP® is a trademark registered by the College Board, which is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product.



AP® Historical Thinking Skills and
Reasoning Processes

Besides themes, the College Board has also identified nine
AP® historical thinking skills and reasoning processes. You
will need to demonstrate mastery of these skills and processes
while answering exam questions. The questions on the AP®
test all involve application of one or more of these historical
thinking skills and reasoning processes, so reviewing the use
of the skills and processes will help you score better on the
AP® exam.

AP® Historical Thinking Skills

Skill 1: Developments and Processes

Identify and explain historical developments and processes.
1.A Identify a historical concept, development, or process.
1.B Explain a historical concept, development, or process.

Skill 2: Sourcing and Situation

Analyze sourcing and sitnation of primary and secondary
sources.

2.A Identify a source’s point of view, purpose, historical situ-
ation, and/or audience.

2.B Explain the point of view, purpose, historical situation,
and/or audience of a source.

2.C Explain the significance of a source’s point of view; pur-
pose, historical situation, and/or audience, including how
these might limit the use(s) of a source.

Skill 3: Claims and Evidence in Sources

Analyze arguments in primary and secondary sources.
3.A.Identfy and describe a claim and/or argument in a text-
based or non-text-based source.

3.B Identify the evidence used in a source to support an
argument.

3.C Compare the arguments or main ideas of two sources.
3.D Explain how claims or evidence support, modify, or
refute a source’s argument.

Skill 4: Contextualization

Analyze the context of historical events, developments, or
processes.

4.A Identify and describe a historical context for a specific his-
torical development or process.

4.B Bxplain how a specific historical development or process
is situated within a broader historical context.

Skill 5: Making Connections

Using historical reasoning processes (comparison, causation,
continuity and change) analyze patterns and connections
between and among historical developments and processes.
5.A Identify patterns among or connections between histori-
cal developments and processes.

5.B Explain how a historical development or process relates
to another historical development or process.

Skill 6:‘Argumentation

Develop an argument.
6.A Make a historically defensible claim.
6.B Support an argument using specific and relevant evidence.
+ Describe specific examples of historically relevant
evidence. :
+ Explain how specific examples of historically relevant
evidence support an argument.
6.C Use historical reasoning to explain relationships among
pieces of historical evidence.
6.D Corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument using
diverse and alternative evidence in order to develop a com-
plex argument. This argument might:
* Explain nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple variables.
+ Explain relevant and insightful connections within and
across periods.
+ Explain the relative historical significance of a source’s
credibility and limitations. ‘
* Explain how or why a historical claim or argument is or
is not effective.

|

AP® History Reasoning Processes

Process 1: Comparison

¢ 1.i: Describe similarities and/or differences between differ-
ent historical developments or processes.

» 1.ii: Explain relevant similarides and/or differences be-
tween specific historical developments and processes.

* 1.iii: Bxplain the relative historical significance of similari-
ties and/or differences between different historical devel-
Opments or processes.

Process 2: Causation

» 2.i: Describe causes and/or effects of a specific historical
development or process.

* 2.ii: Bxplain the relationship between causes and effects of
a specific historical development or process.

» 2.jii: Bxplain the difference between primary and second-
ary causes and between short- and long-term effects.

+ 2.iv: Bxplain how a relevant context influenced a specific
historical development or process.

« 2.v: Explain the relative historical significance of different
causes and/or effects. :

Process 3: Continuity and Change

» 3.i: Describe patterns of continuity and/or change over time.

« 3.ii: Bxplain patterns of continuity and/or change over time.

« 3.iji: Explain the relative historical significance of specific
historical developments in relation to a larger pattern of
continuity and/or change. ’

Taking the AP® European History Examination B LI
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Strategies for the Multiple-Choice
Section

Here are some rules of thumb to help you work your way
through the multiple-choice questions:

«  Muitiple-choice scoring. Each correct answer
is worth 1 point; you will not lose points for incorrect
answers. Therefore, it is worthwhile to answer every
question, even if you have to guess. There are four pos-
sible answers for each question. If you cannot narrow
down the choices at all, you have a 25 percent chance
of guessing correctly. If you can eliminate even just one
response, it will always improve your chances of guess-
ing correctly. Your best strategy is to go through the
entire multiple-choice section, answering all questions
to which you know the answers. If you skip a question,
be careful to skip that line on the answer sheet as well.
Then go back and work on the questions you skipped.
Leave yourself enough time to fill in answers—even if
they are guesses—for all unanswered items before the
time expires.

. Read the question carefully. Pressured for time,
many students make the mistake of reading the ques-
tions too quickly or merely skimming them. By reading
a question carefully, you may immediately have some
idea about the correct answer. You can then look for it
in the responses. Careful reading is especially important
in EXCEPT or NOT questions because, unlike the typi-
cal multiple-choice question, all the answers are right
except for one.

. Eliminate any answer that you know is wrong.
You can write on the multiple-choice questons in the
test book. As you read through the responses, draw a line
through any answer you know is wrong.

. Read all of the possible answers, then choose
the most accurate response. AP® exams are writ-
ten to test your precise knowledge of a subject. Some-
times there are a few probable answers, but one of them
is more accurate. For example, a question dealing with
the Berlin Conference of 1885 may have an answer that
seems correct: “It was a conference of Buropean na-
tions.” There may be an even better answer, however,
one that is more specific to the topic: “It allowed Buro-
pean nations to carve up Africa for their economic gain.”

. Avoid absolute responses. These answers often
include the words “always” or “never.” For example, the
statement “Great Britain always led in the race for indus-
trial growth™ is an overstatement because although Britain
led in industrialization during the nineteenth century, it
gradually gave way to the United States.

. Mark and skip tough questions. If you are hung
up on a question, mark it in the margin of the question
book and go back to it later. (Do mot forget to skip that
question on your answer sheet too.) But be sure to answer
all of the questions before the time is up, because there is
no penalty for incorrect answers.
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Types of Multiple-Choice
Questions

There are various kinds of multiple-choice questions, and all
will require you to review a primary or secondary source and to
answer questions drawn from the source and from your knowl-
edge of Buropean history.

It is important to remember that the answers to these ques-
tions may not be directly answered in the documents you
are given. To answer these questions correctly, you have to
draw on your knowledge related to the document—including
historical context—and apply the historical skills you have
learned in this course.

Here are some suggestions for how to approach each kind
of stimulus.

Photograph/lllustration/Cartoon Questions

These questions require you to interpret a picture in order
to gain information in a different way. A good approach is
to examine the picture before you read the question and
possible responses. Look for symbolism in the image; sym-
bols are especially used in cartoons and paintings. Ask your-
self what the artist or photographer is trying to convey. For
example:

1. Which of the following statements is the most accurate
description of Rembrandt’s The Night Watch, below?

(A) The painting shows that the Dutch Republic was
controlled by the urban gentry and rural estate own-
ers who promoted trade and commerce.

(B) 'These Puritans are preparing to leave for the New
World. ;

(C) This play being performed by the Amsterdam
Theater Company shows the importance of theater
in Dutch sodiety.

(D) This painting shows that Dutch women were not
involved in business.

ANSwER: (A) This painting shows one of Amsterdam's
local militias. The focus on the protection of Amsterdam
and its merchant oligarchy emphasizes the importance of
the urban gentry and the prosperity created by trade and
commerce in the Netherlands. Although their dress might
lead you to assume they are Puritans (English Calvinists),
they are not; they are probably Dutch Reformed, another

. Calvinist faith.

Chart/Graph Questions

These questions require you to examine the data on a chart
or graph. While these questions are not difficult, spending too
much time interpreting a chart or graph can slow you down.
To avoid this, first read the question and all of the possible
answers so that you know what you are looking for. Before
you look at the chart, you may be able to eliminate some
obviously incorrect responses. For example, analyze this
chart on emigration: "
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1. Which of the following statements does the above table ~ caused by potato famines; Ireland did not become independent

best support? of Great Britain until the twentieth century. Because Russia’s
(A) The rate of emigration from northern Europe fell ~ emigration rate grew over 1,000 percent, much more than that
dramatically between 1876 and 1910. of any other country in the table, option B is the correct answer.

(B) Compared with other European nations, Russia
saw the greatest growth in the rate of emigration Interpreting a Map

i between 1876 and 1910. , . _
k| For history students, maps are used to describe not just geog-

ol C) Th 11 ber of emi ts from G
© € overa™ number Of ervigrants om aermany raphy but social and political organization as well. Asked to

dropped because of the impact of World War L. ) ; . o
(D) During the late nineteenth century, Irish emigration interpret a map, you can pick up a lot of information just by
looking at the key.

i reflected the country’s independence from Great

Britain. 1. This map of Great Britain in 1850 shows
‘ ANsweR: (B) After analyzing the table, option A can be elimi- (A) how poor Scotland was at that time.
| : Il nated because emigration in the north actually grew during this (B) that very large cities grew only where there were
L il time. Option C is incorrect because World War I did not begin rich coal deposits.
1 ; until 1914, four years after the table’s timeframe. Option D (C) that the Irish produced cotton and woolen textiles.
| . isincorrectbecause the Irish during this time were fleeing restric- (D) the dependence on coal as fuel in the growth of
| tive British policies and various waves of economic downturns industrial areas.

59 100 150 Kilometers
1 J

(=R =1

Ll 1
50 100 Miles

| R
i 70
3 ] ﬁ ;\ Os1asgow North

Sea

SCOTLAND

astle-upon-Tyne

Cotton and woolen textiles
Machinery
Iron

H

| Tin and
I copper mining

|

|

Cities with over 100,000
people are labeled.

Towns with over 20,000
people are shown:

M 50,000

Exposed coalfields

L m Industrial areas ® 400,000

we+enen Principal railroads ’ 2,400,000

Liv i Taking the AP® European History Examination




R
i
3

Answer: (D) The map shows the importance of coal asan energy
source for British factories during the Industrial Revolution, As
Britain shifted from water to coal as a source of power, factories
no longer had to be situated along rivers and streams. Thus, fac-

" tories and the towns that built up around them could be located

near the new source of power. Although some large cities grew
near coal deposits, they grew in other places as well.

Interpreting a Primary Text Source

Primary sources provide a historian’s best window on the past
and should be read carefully. Particularly when dealing with
sources from the sixteenth or seventeenth century, be sure that
you understand the author’s meaning. Give careful consider-
ation to the intended audience and, if you are familiar with the
author listed, keep in mind his or her actions, beliefs, and mot-
vations. Take any dates given to help you place the passage in
context.

David Davies, The Case of Labourers in Husbandry Stated and
Considered

The depriving of all landed property has beggared multimdes. It
is plainly agreeable to sound policy, that as many individuals as
possible in a state should possess an interest in the soil; because
this attaches them strongly to the country and its constitution,
and makes them zealous and resolute in defending them. But the
gentry of this kingdom seem to have lost sight of this wise and
salutary policy. Instead of giving to labouring people a valuable
stake in the soil, the opposite measure has so long prevailed, that
but few cottages, comparatively, have now any land about thermn.
Formerly many of the lower sort of people (had land on which]
they raised for themselves a considerable part of their subsistence.
. .. But since these small parcels of ground have been swallowed
up in the contiguous farms and enclosures, and the cottages thern-
selves have been pulled down, the families which used to occupy
"them are crowded together in decayed farmhouses, with hardly
ground enough about them for a cabbage garden; and being thus
reduced to be mere hirelings, they are of course very liable to
come to want. . . .

Thus an amazing number of people have been reduced from a
comfortable state of partial independence to the precarious condi-
tion of hirelings, who, when out of work, must immediately come
to their parish [for welfare]. And the great plenty of working hands
always to be had when wanted, having kept down the price of
labour below its proper level, the consequence is universally felt in
the increased number of dependent poor.

Source: From David Davies, The Case of Labourers in Husbandry
Stated and Considered (London, 1795), pp. 55-56.

1. Which of the following changes in 18th-century England
was most likely the topic of Davies’s concern?
(A) Migration to rural areas
(B) Immigration to England from colonial holdings
(C) EBnclosure of common lands
(D) Starvation of English city dwellers

Answer: (C) In this passage, Davies is discussing the hardships
created for small farmers by the enclosure of common lands
by English noblemen. Between 1604 and 1914, the British
Parliament enacted over 5,200 individual enclosure acts that

effectively ended the use of common lands, forcing many farm-
ing families off of the land and into growing cities where many
survived as factory workers. Answer choices A and B are incor-
rect. Although choice D sounds logical, the significant change
that led to the growing poverty of the small farmers was C, the
enclosure of common lands.

Interpreting a Secondary Source

Secondary sources reveal historians’ thoughts about the past,
and often present an argument about causes or impacts of his-
torical events. When presented with one or two sources, first
identify the author’s argument, then try to contextualize the
issne. What era is being discussed? What was happening at that
time?
This chapter must be one of pessimism. The Treaty includes no
provisions for the economic rehabilitation of Europe—nothing to
make the defeated Central Empires into good neighbors, nothing
to stabilize the new States of Burope, nothing to reclaim Russia;
nor does it promote in any way a compact of economic solidar-
ity amongst the Allies themselves; no arrangement was reached at
Paris for restoring the disordered finances of France and Italy, or to
adjust the systems of the Old World and the New.

Source: John Maynard Keynes, British economist, The -E(y:onomic'
Consequences of the Peace, 1920. !

1. Leaders of which of the following nations would have
been least likely to agree with the perspective advanced by

John Maynard Keynes?
(A) France

(B) Germany

(C) The United States
(D) England

ANswER: (A) In this document, John Maynard Keynes advanced
the argument that the Treaty of Versailles did not provide the
basis for a lasting peace in Burope. Since the nation that most
vehemently wanted to punish Germany for World War I was
France, French leaders would have been the most likely to dis-
agree with the statement by Keynes.

Short-Answer Questions

You are required to write responses to a total of three short-
answer questions in the provided 40 minutes. Your score on
this portion will count for 20 percent of your final exam score.
Bach question will consist of three parts. The first question
will test the skill of Interpretation: Analyzing Secondary
Sources and will come from the time period 1600-present.
The second question will test either the skill of Causation or
the skill of Continuity and Change over Time and will also
come from the time period 1600-present. These two ques-
tions are required. Students have a choice between Question
3 or Question 4, which will both test the skill not tested by
Question 2. Question 3 will come from the period 1450-1815,
and Question 4 will come from the period 1815-present.
Allowing you to demonstrate the content that you know
best. Bach question will require you to use your knowledge
about Buropean history to respond to a stimulus such as a
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primary or secondary source, a map or image, or a general
statement (without a stimulus) about Buropean history. You
do not need to develop and defend a thesis—however, bul-
leted answers will automatically receive a zero. Instead,
focus on answering the questions fully (and in complete sen-
tences) and on including evidence or examples to support
your response. The questions are designed to give you the
freedom to choose from a wide range of possible examples.
This means that you can pick from what you might have
studied in depth in class or what you might have read more
about, rather than worrying about knowing one specific fact
or event. Be sure to write legibly so that you earn credit for
your responses

For example, you might be asked to answer a question such
as the following:

1. Compare England and Prance in the seventeenth century.
(A) Briefly explain ONE political difference between
England and France in the 17th century.
(B) Briefly explain ONE economic similarity between
England and France in the 17th century.
(C) Briefly explain ONE reason for the political differ-
ence you identified in Part A.

ANswER: A good answer to Part A would identify the fact that
while France was consolidating power and moving toward
absolutism in the 17th century, England was moving toward
a constitutional monarchy. The answer to this part should
explain, in three to four full sentences, that the two politi-
cally divergent systems were well-established by the end of
the 17th century.

A good answer to Part B would explain that while the two
nations differed politically in the 17th century, both pursued
an economy based on mercantilism. The answer to this part
should point out the colonization of the New World and the
role of mercantilism in the prosperity of both nations. This
answer should also be written in three to four full sentences

A good answer to Part C would explain that the develop-
ment of a constitutional monarchy in Bngland occurred as a
result of the growing power of an assertive Parliament and
the long tradition of parliamentary power, dating back to the
Magna Carta, while absolutism in France resulted from a search
for order following the French religious wars of the 16th cen-
tury. This answer should also be written in three to four full
sentences

See the short-answer questions found at the end of each
chapter for more examples of these questions

Strategies for Section Il

You are required to write essays for one document-based
question and one long-essay question in Section II of the
AP® European History examination. Section II Part A pres-
ents the document-based question (DBQ). It is mandatory
and will count as 25 percent of your final score. For the
DBQ, you are given 55 minutes to read the documents,
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organize your answer, and write your response. The essay
will ask you to use your disciplinary practices and reason-
ing skills in addition to analysis of one or more of the
themes of Buropean History. In Section II Part B, you will
respond to one of three long-essay questions, both of which
will focus on the same disciplinary practice or reasoning
skill as applied to different time periods. You will be asked
to choose one question to answer in the given 40-minute
time period. Your score on this portion will count for 15 per-
cent of your final score.

The Document-Based Question (DBQ)

The DBQ is considered by many students to be the most com-
plex and challenging component of the AP® examination. As
its name implies, the DBQ presents you with a wide variety
of primary-source information in the form of a series of seven
documents. Primary sources are contemporaneous with a time
period or event and include everything from maps, political
cartoons, photographs, and illustrations to speeches, essays,
books, documentaries, and editorials. In order to earn the high-
est scores, DBQ essays must incorporate outside information
that is not included in the documents.

Both the long-essay and the document-based question essay
require you to utilize your knowledge of the topic. But with
the DBQ, your essay needs to be grounded in the documents
as well. Your goal is to demonstrate your ability to analyze the
purpose, point of view, and substance of each document, and
then combine this information with your own general knowl-
edge in an analytical essay.

The document-based question, which will come from the
time period between 1600 and 2001, is worth up to 7 points.
Be sure to write legibly, so that readers can give you credit for
your response.

A quality DBQ essay, according to the AP® European History
rubric, does all of the following:

« Thesis/Claim (1 point). To get this point, the student
must respond to the question with an evaluative thesis that
makes a historically defensible claim. An acceptable the-
sis is one that makes an analytical argument that responds
specifically to what the prompt s calling for you to address
in the DBQ. You must not simply restate the question
your thesis must reflect your analysis of the documents
A generic statement such as “There were many political
economic, and sodal causes of ...” would not be an ac-
ceptable thesis. As well, your thesis does not have to be
stated in one sentence. Writing a “thesis paragraph” is an
excellent way to show the full range of your thesis. Re-
member that your thesis must directly address all parts
of the prompt; addressing only some parts of it will not
earn you this point. The thesis point is an important one
to earn: you need a solid thesis to guide your essay. The
second point in this category is equally important, because
your essay needs to illustrate your ability to make a logi-
cal argument that supports your thesis and your ability to



support that argament with evidence from the documents
and from outside information. A well-supported argument
will show your understanding of the complexities of the
documents and the differing perspectives presented on the
topic of your essay.

Contextualization (1 point). To earn the Contextual-
ization point, you must describe a broader historical con-
text relevant to the prompt. The response must relate the
topic of the prompt to broader historical events, develop-
ments, or processes that occur before, during, or after the
time frame of the question. This point is not awarded for
merely a phrase or reference. To earn the point for contex-
tualization, you must explicitly connect historical events to
the broader historical context in which they occurred (0-1
point). For exarnplé, when analyzing a historical event, dis-
cuss other things that were happening around the same time
that might have had an impact on the reasons why the event
occurred or the ways that people reacted to it.

Evidence (0-3 points). To earn the first point in this
category, you must use at least three of the documents. To
get the second point, you must use six of the seven docu-
ments to support your thesis or argument, and to get the
third point, you must use at least one additional piece of
the specific historical evidence (beyond that found in the
documents) relevant to an argument about the prompt. To
get credit for using a document, you cannot simply list the
document number in a sentence or make a laundry list that
does nothing more than summarize the content of each
document; you must talk about each document individu-
ally and must use the documents as supporting evidence.
Reasoning and Analysis (2 points). To earn the
Document Analysis Point, you must analyze the sourcing
of at least THREE of the documents. It is essential that
you consider how characteristics such as class, gender,
nationality, profession, and the like shaped the views of
a document’s author. The type of document or purpose
of the document can also be important in determining
the point of view and the reliability of the author. For ex-
ample, a diary entry might be more truthful than a public
document because the diarist would not expect the entry
to be subject to public scrutiny. It is not enough to say what
point of view you see presented in a document; you must
also account for why that point of view exists in the source.
In addition, ask yourself how the point of view affects
the document’s content. A good place to begin looking

for clues to the point of view is the source line of the docu-
ment. The source line indicates the author or speaker in
the document and the date of the document and helps
you place the document in a larger historical context.
It is also important to consider how that historical context
impacts the content, perspective, and purpose of the docu-
ment. The source line often has other important pieces of
information about the document. Read and analyze the
source line BEFORE you read the document! That will help
you more easily write about the point of view rather than
just write about the gist of what the document says.

The second point in this category is for Reasoning. To
get this point, you need to demonstrates a complex under-
standing of the historical development that is the focus of
the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or mod-
ify an argument that addresses the question. If the essay is a
Causation essay, analyzing more and less important causes,
short- and long-term causes, the changing of causes over
time, or the relative importance of causes due to their ef-
fects would gain a complexity point. In a comparison ques-
tion that asks for similarities, analyzing differences could
also gain the complezity point. If the question asks about
differences, make sure to note that there are similarities as
well or that the differences changed over time. Now'ybﬁ;are
getting the idea. !

AP® Tip - ) o :
In order to earn all of the points for the DBQ, you can-
not “double dip.” For example, the information you use
for contextualization cannot be the same piece of infor-
mation that you use for the historical context of one
of the documents or the analysis of outside evidence.
Barning each of the different points requires the use of
your knowledge of the time period and some outside -
evidence, but you must use different examples for each
point to successfully earn all of the points. '

Take a look at this DBQ, which contains six documents.

(The question on the exam will have seven documents.)

1. Using the documents, evaluate the responsibility of vari-
ous nations for the outbreak of World War L '
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Document 1

Source: Europe in 1914.
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Document 2

Source: Telegram from Kaiser Withelm II of Germany to Tsar Nicholas IT of Russia, July 31, 1914.

... While this action was proceeding your troops were mobilized against Austro-Hungary, my ally, thereby, as I have already
pointed out to you, my mediation has been made almost illusory. . . . [ now receive authentic news of serious preparations
for war on my Eastern frontier. Responsibility for the safety of my empire forces preventive measures of defence upon me. In
my endeavours to maintain the peace of the world I have gone to the utmost limit possible. The responsibility for the disaster
which is now threatening the whole civilized world will not be laid at my door. In this moment it still lies in your power to
avert it. Nobody is threatening the honour or power of Russia. .. . ’ '

Document 3

Source: “How Germany Attacked Our Commerce,” in The Great War Magazine:
The Standard History of the All-Europe Conflict, Part 11, October 31, 1914.

The greatest war of modern times, and perhaps in the whole history of the human race, was begun by Germany using the
crime of a schoolboy as an excuse.
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Document 4

Source: German Chancellor Theobald von Bethmann-Hollweg in a speech tothe Reichstag, August 1914.

Where the responsibility in this greatest of all wars lies is quite evident to us. Outwardly responsible are the men in Russia who
planned and carried into effect the general mobilization of the Russian army. But in reality and truth the British Government
is responsible. The London Cabinet could have made war impossible if they had unequivocally told Petersburg that England
was not willing to let a continental war of the Great Powers result from the Austro-Hungarian conflict with Serbia. . . .
Therefore, England, together with Russia (I have spoken about Russia on the 4th of August), is answerable before God and
man for this catastrophe which has come over Burope and over mankind.

Document 5

Source: Article 231, The Versailles Treaty, June 28, 1919.

The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and Germany accepts the responsibility of Germany and her allies for caus-
ing all the loss and damage to which the Allied and Associated Governments and their nationals have been subjected as 2
consequence of the war imposed upon them by the aggression of Germany and her allies.

Document é

Source: Sidney Bradshaw Pay, American historian, The Origins of the World War, 1928, revised edition 1930.

None of the Powers wanted a Buropean War. Their governing rulers and ministers, with very few exceptions, all foresaw
that it must be a frightful struggle, in which the political results were not absolutely certain. . . . Nevertheless, a European
war broke out. Why? Because in each country political and military leaders did certain things, which led to mobilizations and
declarations of war, or failed to do certain things which might have prevented them. In this sense, all the Buropean countries,
in a greater or lesser degree, were responsible.

' ‘ important clues to the position being put forth in the docu-
AP® Tip ' _ ment. As you analyze the meaning or significance of the docu-

Do not wait until you’'ve read the documents to develop your ment, jot down margin notes—generalizations that relate to
own personal knowledge. Bven before reading the docu- the document, the prompt, or the point of view in the docu-
ments, take a few minutes to brainstorm information ment. For example:

that you can recall about the topic. If time permiits,
organize this information so that you can construct
the essay while incorporating the documents into the
essay. When the document information is similar to
what you have brainstormed, present that knowledge
as it is expressed in the documents. Possibly the docu-
ment material can be used to help you analyze other

+  Margin note for Document 1. Shows the alliances
that existed on the eve of World War . Did these alliances
affect actions taken in the days before war broke out?

.+ Margin note for Document 2. Shows the German
Kaiser attempting to maintain peace and blaming the
imminent outbreak of war on Russian mobilization. He
might be biased because he doesn’t want Germany to be

issues. blamed for the war.

+  Margin note for Document 3. Clearly blames Ger-
many for the war—biased because it is a patriotic weekly
magazine that probably would have been running articles

Your first step is to brainstorm the information that you written to gather public support for the war. Is it propaganda?

order to come up with evidence to create your thesis. What is
the meaning of the document? What or who is the source, and
how does that affect his point of view? The source provides

know about the prompt and then analyze each document in « Margin note for Document 4. Clearly blames Eng-

land and Russia for the war. This document and Document
2, both German, might exhibit the hidden agenda of jus-
tifying German actions surrounding the outbreak of war.
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. Margin note for Document 5. Clearly blames the
war on Germany and the Triple Alliance—probably biased
because it was written by the winners of the war and used
to justify the reparations imposed on Germany. The win-
ners would not have blamed themselves for the war. This
document is similar to Document 3.

. Margin note for Document 6. Writtena decade after
the war ended, this source blames all of the great powers for
the war. This author might be more unbiased because he
was an American and a historian who was using hindsight
to understand, not justify; the actions of the various nations.

Once you have analyzed the documents, combine the evidence
from the documents with the information you have brain-
stormed to create your thesis and arguments. Often the prompt
may give you a hint to help you figure out the arguments that
you can use to address the prompt. Here the prompt suggests
that one way to group the documents is to categorize them by
which country or countries they blame for the war. For exam-
ple, Documents 3 and 5 blame Germany, an Alliance power;
Docaments 2 and 4 blame England and Russia, two of the
Entente powers. Bach of these groups contains two logically
connected documents that are relevant to the prompt, s0 these
groups of documents suggest two arguments that could be
used to build your thesis. What should go in a third argument?
You have several choices. You could create a third argument by
connecting Documents 1 and 6. Document 6 assigns respon-
sibility to all of the great powers; Document 1 indicates that
this assumption could be true because all of the major powers
had formed entangling alliances before the war. Another pos-
sibility for the third group would be to connect Document 6
with Documents 4 and 5. In this case, the assumption that all of
the great powers contributed to the outbreak of war would be
corroborated by the accusations made in Documents 4 and 5.
Remember that usually there are many ways to group the docu-
ments; you just need to be sure that your groups are logical and
explicit and appropriate o the prompt.

After identifying the arguments that can be created from the
documents and combining them with outside evidence, you
need to address the intended audience, purpose, historical con-
text, or point of view for each of the documents that you use
in your essay. For example, you could point out that Bethmann-
Hollweg, speaking before the Reichstag and probably asking
the legislature for money to fight the war, wanted to convince
the Reichstag that the war was necessary in order to maintain
German honor and security. He would need to blame England
and Russia for the war and paint them as threats to Germany.
Just stating that Bethmann-Hollweg used his speech to blame
England and Russia for the war does not adequately define the
purpose or demonstrate point of view. You must analyze the
particular perspective or purpose of the author and also explain
the reasons for that viewpoint in order to get credit for this por-
tion of the document analysis. A good strategy is to analyze the
intended audience, purpose, historical context, or point of view
of all of the documents, ensuring you have reasonable attempts
for all or all but one of the documents, because you want to
earn as many points as possible for analysis and argumentation.

r
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Once you have analyzed the documents and constructed your
groups, you should use this information to help you write an
analytical thesis. Make sure your thesis answers the prompt with an
argument, and does not just repeat the prompt. For example, the the-
sis “Various powers were responsible for the outbreak of World
War I’ would not be acceptable. Here is a better one: “There are
yarious perspectives concerning which nations should be assigned
responsibility for the outbreak of World War 1. Members of the
winning Triple Entente often blamed Germany and her allies,
assigning blame and demanding reparations, while members of
the losing Triple Alliance claimed that the war was actually perpe-
trated by members of the Triple Entente. Finally; from hindsight,
some historians have concluded that all of the great powers shared
responsibility for the catastrophe that raged across the Buropean
continent from 1914 to 1918.” This thesis paragraph suggests a
variety of evidentiary claims and demonstrates the range of the
documentary sources, providing the reader with a roadmap thatis
much more than a simple restatement of the prompt. With good
planning at the beginning, your DBQ should be in great shape.

There are sample DBQs in the Appendix of the textbook
and an online Answer Key with ideas for how to write them.
Use these questions to get practice analyzing and writing docu-
ment-based question essays.

Long-Eésay Questions

The AP® European History exam concludes by asking stu-
dents to write one long essay. You will be required to choose
one question for your long-essay response from three possible
prompts. The key to choosing 2 question is to determine how
much evidence you can provide in the essay. Plan to devote
40 minutes to this essay. ’

Like the DBQ, there is no single “correct” answer for these
essay questions; however, unlike the DBQ, you will not be given
any documents upon which to base your answer. Your essay will
come from your own store of knowledge of European history.

Also like the DBQ, there is not a required length for the long
essay. A good rule of thumb is to write standard four- to five-
paragraph essay that directly addresses all parts of the prompt
thoroughly. ‘

You will be given your choice of three long-essay prompts.
Choose the one that you know you can answer well. The three
prompts will focus on the same history reasoning process,
either Causation, Continuity and Change, or Comparison. '

An essential aspect of writing an effective essay is under-
standing the tasks required. The following is a list of terms
often used in prompts. These terms have shades of meaning
that suggest how to construct your essay. ’

. Analyze. Break the topic into its parts and determine
the relationship between those parts.

.  Assess. Determine a judgment regarding a specific
claim or statement, prompting you to take sides on a topic.

. Compare. Discuss both similarities and differences.

. Contrast. Discuss differences, although similarities
may be noted. L

. Describe. Give an account that presents a detailed
word picture.
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. Discuss. Present an argument that examines different
sides or opinions regarding a specific topic.

. Evaluate. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages,
and the positive and negative aspects of a topic.

. Explain. Clarify a topic by presenting a cause Or 1eason.

. Towhat extent. Argueatopicin terms of “how much.”

Unlike the DBQ the long essay is graded on a scale from 0
to 6. Once you have selected your questions, keep the following
in mind as you write:

.  Manage your time. You only have 40 minutes to
write this essay, so make sure that you are efficient in your
planning. Use about 10 minutes to plan your essay and
25 minutes to do the writing, to ensure that you don’t run
out of time.

. Address the entire prompt. Make sure thatyouanswer
ALL parts of the question, even if you have little evidence.

. Create a strong thesis. A strong thesis will give you
points toward your overall score. In addition, it will pro-
vide the structure for the rest of your essay.

. Do not simply restate the question when writing
your introductory paragraph. Youneed to make an
argument and support that argument within your essay.

. Write legibly. If the reader has insurmountable diffi-
culty reading your work, you will lose points.

. Pay attention to chronology. If you provide 2
wealth of information about the wrong time period, you
will not have addressed the prompt and will not receive
points for your effort.

. Organize your essay so it flows from point to
point. Write a balanced essay, trying to devote each
paragraph in the body of your essay to a single idea and
supporting that idea with relevant evidence.

Finally, remember that it is “quality, not quantity” when it
comes to a good essay. Each assertion should be backed up by
some evidence, and more is better. Information presented effec-
tively and clearly is better than a lot of information presented
haphazardly.

A quality long essay, according to the AP® Buropean History
rubric, does all of the following:

. Thesis (1 point). Responds toall parts of the Question
with an evaluative thesis that makes a historically defen-
sible claim.

. Contextualization (1 point). Describes a broader
historical context relevant to the prompt.

. Evidence (0-2 points). Provides specific examples of
evidence relevant to the topic of the prompt for 1 point,
OR Supports an argument in response to the prompt us-
ing specific and relevant examples of evidence for 2 points.

. Analysis and Reasoning (0-2 points). Uses his-
torical reasoning (e.g. comparison, causation) to frame or
structure an argument that addresses the prompt (1 point)
OR Demonstrates a complex understanding of the his-
torical development that is the focus of the prompt, using
evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument
that addresses the question (2 points).

Unit Learning Objectives

As indicated earlier, the College Board has identified nine
units, which are divided into topics and linked to one-of

the seven themes, that can guide our exploration of history. -

Importantly, it has also identified a series of learning objec-

tives, and subdivided them into key concepts, to help identify -

important understandings that it expects students to grasp.
As you study European history, refer often to these learning
objectives and key concepts and ensure that you can offer
analysis and factual details for each. On the AP® exam, every
question will measure your understanding of one of these
objectives. For a few weeks prior to the exam, it would be 2
goodidea to thoroughly study the objectives and key concepts
so that you can see the big picture. ’

Taking the AP® European History Examination B Lxi1
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THE LATER MIDDLE
AGES: CRISIS AND

DISINTEGRATION IN

THE FOURTEENTH
CENTURY

MAJOR CONCEPTS

Major events of the fourteenth century played a pivotal role in
the disintegration of the three main pillars of medieval life in
western Burope: the fendal system, the manor system, and
the Roman Catholic Church. (Topic 1.1) The Black Death
caused massive social and economic upheaval, ultimately
bringing about the end of serfdom in western Burope. The
Hundred Years’ War, by breaking the feudal ties that had
bound them together, aided in the formation of the nation-
states of Bngland and France. Introduction of the cannon and
the longbow revolutionized military tactics and paved the way
for new royal armies. (Topics 1.5, 1.6) Religiously, the French
papacy and subsequent Great Schism weakened the Catholic
Church, causing many to question religious beliefs and church
hierarchy. (Topics 1.1, 1.11) Town life and new technology
changed peoples’ lives as trade increased. (Topics 1.1, 1.6,

1.7, 1.11) Eastern Burope and Russia, which were not as greatly
affected by these events and inventions, remained in the same
medieval political, economic, and social systems for many
years to come, while in the West, Renaissance thought began to
flourish. (Topics 1.1, 1.2, 1.11)

AP® THEMATIC QUESTIONS
TO THINK ABOUT AS YOU READ

& How did interactions with other parts of the world and
the growth of trade cause the spread of the Black Death
to Burope? What impact did the Black Death have on
European society and economy? (INT)

: How did the new technology used in the Hundred Years’
War lead to military and political change? (SOP, TSI

In what ways did the rulers of England, France, and the Holy
Roman Empire deal with the political instability brought
about by the problems of the late Middle Ages? (SOP)

In what ways and to what extent were the city-states of
northern Italy different from other nations of this period?
(SOP, INT, ECD, CID)

AAAC/TopFoto/The fmage Works

A medieval illustration of Death as a reaper during the Black Death

® In what ways and to what extent did the Great Schism

cause a loss of power in the Catholic Church? (SOP, CID)

B In what ways and to what extent were people’s lives

changed by new technology and inventions in the late
Middle Ages? (TSI, SCD)

AS A RESULT OF THEIR CONQUESTS in the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, the Mongols created
a vast empire stretching from Russia in the west to

China in the east. Mongol rule brought stability to the
Burasian trade routes; increased trade brought prosperity
but also avenues for the spread of flea-infested rats that
carried bubonic plague to both East Asia and Burope.
The mid-fourteenth century witnessed one of the most
destructive natural disasters in history—the Black Death.
One contemporary observer named Henry Knighton, a
canon of Saint Mary of the Meadow Abbey in Leicester,
England, was simply overwhelmed by the magnitude of
the catastrophe. Knighton began his account of the great
plague with these words: “In this year [1348] and in the
following one there was a general mortality of people
throughout the whole world.” Few were left untouched;
the plague struck even isolated monasteries: “At
Montpellier, there remained out of a hundred and forty
friars only seven.” Animals, too, were devastated:
“During this same year, there was a great mortality of
sheep everywhere in the kingdom; in one place and in one
pasture, more than five thousand sheep died and became so
putrefied that neither beast nor bird wanted to touch them.”
Knighton was also stunned by the economic and social
consequences of the Black Death. Prices dropped: “And the
price of everything was cheap, because of the fear

of death; there were very few who took any care for
their wealth, or for anything else.” Meanwhile laborers
were scarce, so their wages increased: “In the following
autumn, one could not hire a reaper at a lower wage than
eight pence with food, or a mower at less than twelve



pence with food. Because of this, much grain rotted
in the fields for lack of harvesting.” So many people
died that some towns were deserted and some villages
disappeared altogether: “Many small villages and hamlets
were completely deserted; there was not one house left
in them, but all those who had lived in them were dead.”’
Some people thought the end of the world was at hand.
Plague was not the only disaster in the fourteenth
century. Signs of disintegration were everywhere: famine,
economic depression, war, social upheaval, a rise in crime
and violence, and a decline in the power of the universal
Catholic Church. Periods of disintegration, however, are
often fertile ground for change and new developments. Out
of the dissolution of medieval civilization came a rebirth of
culture that many historians have labeled the Renaissance.

A Time of Troubles: Black Death
and Social Crisis

Focus QuEesTioN: What impact did the Black
Death have on the society and economy of Europe?

Well into the thirteenth century, Europe had experienced good
harvests and an expanding population. By the end of the cen-
tury, however, a period of disastrous changes had begun.

Famine and Population

For one thing, there were noticeable changes in weather pat-
terns as Europe entered a “little ice age.” Shortened growing
seasons and disastrous weather conditions, including severe
storms and constant rain, led to widespread famine and hunger.
The great famine of 1315-1317 in northern Burope resulted in
extreme hunger and starvation. The great famine expanded to
other parts of Europe in an all-too-familiar pattern, as is evident
in this scene described by a contemporary chronicler:

‘We saw a large number of both sexes, not only from nearby
places but from as much as five leagues away, barefooted and
maybe even, except for women, in a completely nude state,
together with their priests coming in procession at the Church
of the Holy Martyrs, their bones bulging out, devoutly carrying
bodies of saints and other relics to be adorned hoping to get relief?

Some historians estimate that famine killed 10 percent of the
Buropean population in the first half of the fourteenth century.

Europe had experienced a great increase in population in
the High Middle Ages. By 1300, however, indications are that
Burope had reached the upper limit in the number of people
who could be supported by existing agricultural production
and technology. Virtually all productive land was being farmed,
including many marginal lands that needed intensive cultiva-
tion and proved easily susceptible to changing weather patterns.

There was also a movement from overpopulated rural areas
to urban locations. Eighteen percent of the people in the village
of Broughton in England, for example, migrated between 1288

and 1340. There is no certainty that these migrants found better
economic opportunities in urban areas. We might in fact con-
clude the opposite, based on the reports of increasing numbers
of poor people in the cities. In 1330, for example, one chronicler
estimated that of the 100,000 inhabitants of Florence, 17,000
were paupers. Moreover, evidence suggests that because of the
growing population, by 1300 individual peasant holdings were
shrinking in size to an acreage that could no longer support a
peasant family. Europe seemed to have reached an upper limit
to population growth, and the number of poor appeared to
have increased noticeably.

Some historians have pointed out that famine may have led
to chronic malnutrition, which in turn contributed to increased
infant mortality, lower birthrates, and higher susceptibility
to disease because malnourished people are less able to resist
infection. This, they argue, helps explain the high mortality of
the great plague known as the Black Death.

The Black Death: From Asia to Europe

In the mid-fourteenth century, the disaster known as the Black
Death struck Asia, North Africa, and Burope. Although there
were several types of plague, the most common and most
important form in the diffusion of the Black Death was bubonic
plague, which was spread by black rats infested with fleas who
were host to the deadly bacterium Yersinia pestis.

ROLE OF THE MonNGoLs This great plague originated in
Asia. After disappearing from Europe and the Middle East in
the Middle Ages, bubonic plague continued to haunt areas of
southwestern China. In the early 1300s, rats accompanying
Mongol troops spread the plague into central China and by
1331 to northeastern China. In one province near Beijing, it
was reported that 90 percent of the population died. Overall,
China’s population may have declined from 120 million in the
mid-fourteenth century to 80 million by 1400.

In the thirteenth century, the Mongols had brought much
of the BEurasian landmass under a single rule, which in turn
facilitated long-distance trade, particularly along the Silk Road,
now dominated by Muslim merchants from Central Asia. The
movement of people and goods throughout this Eurasian land-
mass also facilitated the spread of the plague.

In the 1330s, there were outbreaks of plague in Central Asia;
by 1339, it had reached Samarkand, a caravan stop on the Silk
Road. From Central Asia, trading caravans carried the plague
westward, to Caffa, on the Black Sea, in 1346, and Constanti-
nople by 1347. Its arrival in the Byzantine Empire was noted by
Emperor John VI, who lost a son: “Upon arrival in Constanti-
nople she [the empress] found Andronikos, the youngest born,
dead from the invading plague, which ... attacked almost all the
seacoasts of the world and killed most of their people.” By
1348, the plague had spread to Egypt, Mecca, and Damascus as
well as to other parts of the Middle East. :

The Black Death in Europe

The Black Death of the mid-fourteenth century was the most
devastating natural disaster in European history, ravaging

2 7 CHAPTER 1 The Later Middle Ages: Crisis and Disintegration in the Fourteenth Century
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Causes of the Black Death: Contemporary Views

THE BLACK DEATH WAS THE MOST terrifying natural
calamity of the Middle Ages and affected wide areas of Europe,
North Africa, and Asia. People were often baffled by the plague,
especially its causes, and gave widely different explanations.
The first selection is taken from the preface to the Decameron
by the fourteenth-century Italian writer Giovanni Boccaccio. The
other selections are from contemporary treatises that offered
widely different explanations for the great plague.

Giovanni Boccaccio, Decameron

In the year of Our Lord 1348 the deadly plague broke out

in the great city of Florence, most beautiful of Italian cities.
Whether through the operation of the heavenly bodies or
because of our own iniquities which the just wrath of God
sought to correct, the plague had arisen in the East some years
before, causing the death of countless human beings. It spread
without stop from one place to another, until, unfortunately, it
swept over the West. Neither knowledge nor human foresight
availed against it, though the city was cleansed of much filth
by chosen officers in charge and sick persons were forbidden
to enter it, while advice was broadcast for the preservation

of health. Nor did humble supplications serve. Not once but
many times they were ordained in the form of processions
and other ways for the propitiation of God by the faithful, but,
in spite of everything, toward the spring of the year the plague
began to show its ravages.

On Earthquakes as the Cause of Plague

There is a fourth opinion, which I consider more likely

than the others, which is that insofar as the mortality arose
from natural causes its immediate cause was a corrupt

and poisonous earthy exhalation, which infected the air in
various parts of the world and, when breathed in by people,
suffocated them and suddenly snuffed them out. ...

It is a matter of scientific fact that earthquakes are
caused by the exhalation of fumes enclosed in the bow-
els of the earth. When the fumes batter against the sides
of the earth, and cannot get out, the earth is shaken and
moves. I say that it is the vapor and corrupted air which

has been vented—or so to speak purged—in the earthquake
which occurred on St. Paul’s day, 1347, along with the
corrupted air vented in other earthquakes and eruptions,
which has infected the air above the earth and killed people
in various parts of the world; and I can bring various rea-
sons in support of this conclusion.

Herman Gigas on Well Poisoning

In 1347 there was such a great pestilence and mortality
throughout almost the whole world that in the opinion of
well-informed men scarcely a tenth of mankind survived. ...
Some say that it was brought about by the corruption of the
air; others that the Jews planned to wipe out all the Christians
with poison and had poisoned wells and springs everywhere.
And many Jews confessed as much under torture: that they
had bred spiders and toads in pots and pans, and had obtained
poison from overseas; and that not every Jew knew about this
wickedness, only the more powerful ones, so that it would not
be betrayed. As evidence of this heinous crime, men say that
the bags full of poison were found in many wells and springs,
and as a result, in cities, towns and villages throunghout
Germany, and in fields and woods too, almost all the wells and
springs have been blocked up or built over, so that no one can
drink from them or use the water for cooking, and men have
to use rain or river water instead. God, the lord of vengeance,
has not suffered the malice of the Jews to go unpunished.
Throughout Germany, in all but a few places, they were burnt.
For fear of that punishment many accepted baptism and their
lives were spared. This action was taken against the Jews in
1349, and it still continues unabated, for in a number of regions
many people, noble and humble alike, have laid plans against .
them and their defenders which they will never abandon until
the whole Jewish race has been destroyed.

AP® HISTORICAL THINKING SKILL: Claims and
Evidence in Sources (AP® Theme: SOP) How could
Boccaccio’s explanation lead to distrust of religious
authorities? How much should a historian trust a
confession extracted by torture?

Sources: Giovanni Boccaccio, Decameron, trans. F. Winwar (New York: Limited Bditions, 1930), pp. xxii-xxiv, xxviii-xxix; “On Barthquakes as the Cause of Plague”
and “"Herman Gigas on Well Poisoning,” in The Black Death, R. Horrox, ed., trans. (Manchester, UK.: Manchester University Press).

Burope’s population and causing economic, social, political,
and cultural upheaval (see the box above). Contemporary
fihl‘oniclers lamented that parents attempted to flee, abandon-
f}lg their children; one related the words of a child left behind:

Oh father, why have you abandoned me?... Mother where
have you gone?** People were horrified by an evil force they

could not understand and by the subsequent breakdown of all
normal human relations.

Symptoms of bubonic plague included high fever, aching
joints, swelling of the lymph nodes, and dark blotches caused
by bleeding beneath the skin. Bubonic plague was actually
the least toxic form of plague but nevertheless killed 50 to

A Time of Troubles: Black Death and Social Crisis % 3
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MAP 1.1 Spread of the Black Death. The plague entered Europe by way of Sicily in 1347 and
| within three years had killed between one-quarter and one-half of the population. Outbreaks
, continued into the early eighteenth century, and the European population took two hundred years to

P return to the level it had reached before the Black Death.

Is there a general pattern between distance from Sicily and the elapsed time before a region

was infected with the plague?

60 percent of its victims. In pneumonic plague, the bacterial
infection spread to the lungs, resulting in severe coughing,
bloody sputum, and the relatively easy spread of the bacillus
from human to human by coughing.

The plague reached Europe in October 1347 when Geno-
ese merchants brought it from Caffa to the island of Sicily off
the coast of Italy. One contemporary wrote: “As it happened,
among those who escaped from Caffa by boat, there were a
few sailors who had been infected with the poisonous dis-
ease. Some boats were bound for Genoa, others went to Ven-
ice and other Christian areas. When the sailors reached these
places and mixed with the people there, it was as if they had
brought evil spirits with them.”” The plague spread quickly,
reaching southern Italy and southern France and Spain by the
end of 1347 (see Map 1.1). Usually, the diffusion of the Black
Death followed commercial trade routes. In 1348, the plague

spread through France and the Low Countries and into
Germany. By the end of that year, it had moved to England,
ravaging it in 1349. By the end of 1349, the plague had
expanded to northern Europe and Scandinavia. Eastern
Europe and Russia were affected by 1351, although mortality
rates were never as high in eastern Burope as they were in
western and central Europe.

Mortality figures for the Black Death were incredibly high.
Italy was hit especially hard. As the commercial center of the
Mediterranean, [taly possessed scores of ports where the plague
could be introduced. Italy’s crowded cities, whether large, such
as Florence, Genoa, and Venice, with populations near 100,000,
or small, such as Orvieto and Pistoia, suffered losses of 50 to
60 percent. France and England were also particularly devas-
tated. In northern France, farming villages suffered mortal-
ity rates of 30 percent, while cities such as Rouen were more
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severely affected and experienced losses as high as 40 percent.
In Bngland and Germany, entire villages simply disappeared. In
Germany, of approximately 170,000 inhabited locations, only
130,000 were left by the end of the fourteenth century.

it has been estimated that the European population declined
by 25 to 50 percent between 1347 and 1351. If we accept the
recent scholarly assessment of a Buropean population of 75
million in the early fourteenth century, this means a-death toll
of 19 to 38 million people in four years. And the plague did not
end in 1351. There were major outbreaks again in 1361-1362
and 1369 and then recurrences every five or six to ten or twelve
years, depending on climatic and ecological conditions, until
the end of the fifteenth century. The Buropean population thus
did not begin to recover until around 1500 and took several gen-
erations after that to reattain thirteenth-century levels.

LIFE AND DEATH: REACTIONS TO THE PLAGUE Natural
disasters of the magnitude of the great plague produce extreme
psychological reactions. Knowing they could be dead in a mat-
ter of days, people began to live for the moment; some threw
themselves with abandon into sexual and alcoholic orgies. The
fourteenth-century Italian writer Giovanni Boccaccio (joe-VAH-
nee boh-KAH-choh) gave a classic description of this kind of

reaction to the plague in Florence in the preface to his famous
Decameron:

[Some people] held that plenty of drinking and enjoyment,
singing and free living and the gratification of the appetite in
every possible way, letting the devil take the hindmost, was
the best preventative ... and as far as they could, they suited
the action to the word. Day and night they went from one
tavern to another drinking and carousing unrestrainedly.

At the least inkling of something that suited them, they

ran wild in other people’s houses, and there was no one to
prevent them, for everyone had abandoned all responsibility

for his belongings as well as for himself, considering his days
Numbered ¢

Wi .
X eglthy and powerful people fled to their country estates,
s . s ..

Occaccio recounted: “Still others...maintained that no

Mass Burial of Plague Victims. The
Black Death had spread to northern
Europe by the end of 1348. Shown here
is a mass burial of victims of the plague
in Tournai, located in modern Belgium.
As is evident in the illustration, at this
stage of the plague, there was still time to
make coffins for the victims’ burial. Later,
as the plague intensified, the dead were
thrown into open pits.

remedy against plagues was better than to leave them miles
behind. Men and women without number . . . caring for nobody
but themselves, abandoned the city, their houses and estates,
their own flesh and blood even, and their effects, in search of a
country place.”” oo

The attempt to explain the Black Death and mitigate its
harshness led to extreme sorts of behavior. To many people,
the plague had either been sent by God as a punishment for
humans’ sins or been caused by the devil. Some resorted to
extreme asceticism to cleanse themselves of sin and gain God’s
forgiveness. Such were the flagellants (FLAJ-uh-lunts), whose
movement became popular in 1348, especially in Germany.
Groups of flagellants, both men and women, wandered from
town to town, flogging themselves with whips to win the for-
giveness of God, whom they believed had sent the plague to
punish humans for their sinful ways. One contemporary chron-
icler described a flagellant procession:

The penitents went about, coming first out of Germany. They
were men who did public penance and scourged themselves
with whips of hard knotted leather with little iron spikes. Some
made themselves bleed very badly between the shoulder blades
and some foolish women had cloths ready to catch the blood
and smear it on their eyes, saying it was miraculous blood.
While they were doing penance, they sang very mournful
songs about the nativity and the passion of Our Lord. The
object of this penance was to put a stop to the mortality.*

The flagellants attracted attention and created mass hysteria
wherever they went. The Catholic Church, however, became
alarmed when flagellant groups began to kill Jews and attack
clergy who opposed them. Some groups also developed a mil-
lenarian aspect, anticipating the imminent end of the world,
the return of Jesus, and the establishment of a thousand-year
kingdom under his governance. Pope Clement VI condemned
the flagellants in October 1349 and urged the public authorities
to crush them. By the end of 1350, most of the flagellant move-
ment had been destroyed.

An outbreak of virulent anti-Semitism also accompanied
the Black Death. Jews were accused of causing the plague by

A Time of Troubles: Black Death and Social Crisis 7! 5




i

© Interfoto/Alamy Stock Photo

IN THEIR ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN THE widespread horrors
of the Black Death, medieval Christian communities looked

for scapegoats. As at the time of the Crusades, the Jews were
blamed for poisoning wells and thereby spreading the plague.
This selection by a contemporary chronicler, written in 1349,
gives an account of how Christians in the town of Strasbourg in
the Holy Roman Empire dealt with their Jewish community. It

is apparent that financial gain was also an important motive in
killing the Jews.

Jacob von Konigshofen, “The Cremation of the
Strasbourg Jews"

In the year 1349 there occurred the greatest epidemic that
ever happened. Death went from one end of the earth to the
other.... And from what this epidemic came, all wise teachers
and physicians could only say that it was God’s will. ... This
epidemic also came to Strasbourg in the summer of the
above-mentioned year, and it is estimated that about sixteen
thousand people died.

In the matter of this plague the Jews throughout the
world were reviled and accused in all lands of having caused
it through the poison which they are said to have put into
the water and the wells—that is what they were accused of—
and for this reason the Jews were burnt all the way from the
Mediterranean into Germany. . ..

[The account then goes on to discuss the situation of the
Jews in the city of Strasbourg.]

_ THE CREMATION OF THE STRASBOURG JEWS

On Saturday . . . they burnt the Jews on a wooden platform
in their cemetery. There were about two thousand people of
them. Those who wanted to baptize themselves were spared.
[About one thousand accepted baptism.] Many small children
were taken out of the fire and baptized against the will of their
fathers and mothers. And everything that was owed to the
Jews was canceled, and the Jews had to surrender all pledges
and notes that they had taken for debts. The council, however,
took the cash that the Jews possessed and divided it among the
working-men proportionately. The money was indeed the thing
that killed the Jews. If they had been poor and if the lords had
not been in debt to them, they would not have been burnt. . ..

Thus were the Jews burnt at Strasbourg, and in the same
year in all the cities of the Rhine, whether Free Cities or Imperial
Cities or cities belonging to the lords. In some towns they burnt
the Jews after a trial, in others, without a trial. In some cities the
Jews themselves set fire to their houses and cremated themselves.

It was decided in Strasbourg that no Jew should enter the
city for 100 years, but before 20 years had passed, the council
and magistrates agreed that they ought to admit the Jews again
into the city for 20 years. And so the Jews came back again to
Strasbourg in the year 1368 after the birth of our Lord.

AP® HISTORICAL THINKING SKILL: Claims and Evidence
in Sources (AP® Theme: SCD) Why might someone
believe von Konigshofen's assertion that the Jews were
killed for their money?

Source: J. R. Marcus, The Jew in the Medieval World (Pittsburgh: The Hebrew Union College Press, 1972).
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The Flagellants. Reactions to the plague were extreme at times.
Believing that asceticism could atone for humanity’s sins and win
God’s forgiveness, flagellants wandered from town to town flogging
themselves and each other with whips as in this illustration from a
fifteenth-century German manuscript.

poisoning town wells. Although Jews were persecuted in Spain,
the worst organized massacres, or pogroms (POH-grums),
against this helpless minority were carried out in Germany;
more than sixty major Jewish communities in Germany had
been exterminated by 1351 (see the box above). Many Jews fled
eastward to Russia and especially to Poland, where the king
offered them protection. Eastern Europe became home to large
Jewish communities.

The prevalence of death because of the plague and its
recurrences affected people in profound ways. Some survivors
apparently came to treat life as something cheap and transient.
Violence and violent death appeared to be more common
after the plague than before. Post-plague Europe also demon-
strated a morbid preoccupation with death. In their sermons,
priests reminded parishioners that each night’s sleep might be
their last. Tombstones were decorated with macabre scenes of
naked corpses in various stages of decomposition with snakes
entwined in their bones and their innards filled with worms.

ART AND THE BLAck peaTH The Black Death made a vis-
ible impact on art. For one thing, it wiped out entire guilds of
artists. At the same time, survivors, including the newly rich
who patronized artists, were no longer so optimistic. Some
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were more guilty about enjoying life and more concerned
about gaining salvation. Post-plague art began to concentrate
on pain and death. A fairly large number of artistic works
came to be based on the ars moriendi (AHRS moh-ree-EN-dee),
the art of dying. A morbid concern with death is especially
evident in the fresco The Triumph of Death by Francesco Traini
(frahn-CHES-koh TRAY-nee) in Pisa. On the left side of the
fresco, several young nobles encounter three coffins contain-
ing decomposing bodies, while on the right young aristocrats
engage in pleasant pursuits but are threatened by a grim figure
of Death in the form of a witch flying through the air swinging
a large scythe. Beneath her lie piles of dead citizens and clergy
cut down in the prime of life.

Economic Dislocation and Social Upheaval

The population collapse of the fourteenth century had dire
economic and social consequences. Economic dislocation was
accompanied by social upheaval. Between 1000 and 1300, Burope
had been relatively stable. The division of society into the three
estates of clergy (those who pray), nobility (those who fight),
and Jaborers (those who work) had already begun to disintegrate
in the thirteenth century, however. In the fourteenth century, a
series of urban and rural revolts rocked Buropean society.

NOBLE LANDLORDS AND PEASANTS Both peasants and
noble landlords were affected by the demographic crisis of
the fourteenth century. Most noticeably, Burope experienced a
serious labor shortage that caused a dramatic rise in the price
of labor. At Cuxham manor in England, for example, a farm
laborer who had received two shillings a week in 1347 was paid
seven in 1349 and almost eleven by 1350. At the same time,
the decline in population depressed or held stable the demand
for agricultural produce, resulting in stable or falling prices for
output (although in England prices remained high until the

Francesco Traini, The Triumph
of Death. The plague led to a
morbid fascination with death that is
visible in the art of the period. Shown
here is the left side of Francesco Traini’s
fresco, which depicts a group of young
aristocrats on a hunt encountering
three decaying corpses in coffins. One
of the nobles is shown gagging at the
smell of the decomposing bodies.

1380s). The chronicler Henry Knighton observed: “And the
price of everything was cheap....A man could buy a horse for
half a mark [six shillings], which before was worth forty shil-
lings.”® Because landlords were having to pay more for labor at
the same time that their rents or incomes were declining, they
began to experience considerable adversity and lower standards
of living. In England, aristocratic incomes dropped more than
20 percent between 1347 and 1353,

Landed aristocrats responded by seeking to lower the wage
rate. The English Parliament passed the Statute of Laborers
(1351), which attempted to limit wages to pre-plague levels
and forbid the mobility of peasants as well. Although such
laws proved largely unworkable, they did keep wages from rising
as high as they might have in a free market. Overall, the position
of landlords continued to deteriorate during the late fourteenth
and early fifteenth centuries. At the same time, conditions for
peasants improved, though not uniformly throughout Europe.

The decline in the number of peasants after the Black Death
accelerated the process of converting labor services to rents,
freeing peasants from the obligations of servile tenure and
weakening the system of manorialism. But there were limits to
how much the peasants could advance. Not only did they face
the same economic hurdles as the lords, but the latter attempted
to impose wage restrictions and reinstate old forms of labor
service. New governmental taxes also hurt. Peasant complaints
became widespread and soon gave rise to rural revolts.

PEASANT REVOLT IN FRANCE In 1358, a peasant revolt,
known as the Jacquerie (zhahk-REE), broke out in northern
France. The destruction of normal order by the Black Death
and the subsequent economic dislocation were important fac-
tors in causing the revolt, but the ravages created by the Hun-
dred Years’ War also affected the French peasantry (see “War
and Political Instability” later in this chapter). Both the French
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and English forces followed a deliberate policy of laying waste
to peasants’ fields while bands of mercenaries lived off the land
by taking peasants’ produce as well.

Growing class tensions also exacerbated peasant anger.
Landed nobles were eager to hold on to their politically privi-
leged position and felt increasingly threatened in the new post-
plague world of higher wages and lower prices. Many aristocrats
looked on peasants with utter contempt. A French tale told to
upper-class audiences contained this remarkable passage:

Tell me, Lord, if you please, by what right or title does a villein
(peasant] eat beef? . . . Should they eat fish? Rather let them
eat thistles and briars, thorns and straw and hay on Sunday and
peapods on weekdays. They should keep watch without sleep
and have trouble always; that is how villeins should live. Yet
each day they are full and drunk on the best wines, and in fine
clothes. The great expenditures of villeins come as a high cost,
for it is this that destroys and ruins the world. It is they who spoil
the common welfare. From the villein comes all unhappiness.
Should they eat meat? Rather should they chew grass on the
heath with the horned cattle and go naked on all fours."

The peasants reciprocated this contempt for their so-called
social superiors.

The outburst of peasant anger led to savage confrontations.
Castles were burned and nobles murdered (see the box on
p. 9). Such atrocities did not go unanswered, however. The
Jacquerie soon failed as the privileged classes closed ranks, sav-
agely massacred the rebels, and ended the revolt.

AN ENGLISH PEASANT REvoLT The English Peasants’ Revolt
of 1381 was the most prominent of all. It was a product not of
desperation but of rising expectations. After the Black Death,
the condition of the English peasants had improved as they

enjoyed greater freedom and higher wages or lower rents. Azis-
tocratic landlords had fought back with legistation to depress
wages and attempted to reimpose old feudal dues. The most
immediate cause of the revolt, however, was the monarchy’s
attempt to raise revenues by imposing a poll tax or a flat charge
on each adult member of the population. Peasants in eastern
England, the wealthiest part of the country, refused to pay the
tax and expelled the collectors forcibly from their villages.

This action sparked a widespread rebellion of both peasants
and townspeople led by a well-to-do peasant called Wat Tyler
and a preacher named John Ball. The latter preached an effec-
tive message against the noble class, as recounted by the French
chronicler Jean Froissart (ZHAHNH frwah-SAR):

Good people, things cannot go right in England and never will,
until goods are held in common and there are no more villeins
and gentlefoll, but we are all one and the same. . . . If we all
spring from a single father and mother, Adam and Eve, how can
they claim or prove that they are lords more than us, except by
making us produce and grow the wealth which they spend?"

The revolt was initially successful as the rebels burned down
the manor houses of aristocrats, lawyers, and government offi-
cials and murdered several important officials, including the
archbishop of Canterbury. After the peasants marched on Lon-
don, the young King Richard II, age fifteen, promised to accept
the rebels’ demands if they returned to their homes. They
accepted the king’s word and dispersed, but the king reneged
and with the assistance of the aristocrats arrested hundreds of
the rebels. The poll tax was eliminated, however, and in the end
most of the rebels were pardoned.

REVOLTS IN THE ciTIES Revolts also erupted in the cities.
Commercial and industrial activity suffered almost immediately

Peasant Rebellion. The fourteenth century
witnessed a number of revolts of the peasantry
against noble landowners. Although the revolts
often met with initial success, they were soon
crushed. This fifteenth-century illustration
shows nobles during the French Jacquerie of 1358
massacring the rebels in the town of Meaux, in
northern France.
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|N 1358, FRENCH PEASANTS ROSE UP in a revolt known
as the Jacquerie. The relationship between aristocrats and
peasants had degenerated as a result of the social upheavals
and privations caused by the Black Death and the Hundred
Years' War. This excerpt from the chronicle of an aristocrat
paints a horrifying picture of the barbarities that occurred
during the revolt.

Jean Froissart, Chronicles
There were very strange and terrible happenings in several
parts of the kingdom of France. . . . They began when some of
the men from the country towns came together in the Beauvais
region. They had no leaders and at first they numbered scarcely
100. One of them got up and said that the nobility of France,
knights and squires, were disgracing and betraying the realm,
and that it would be a good thing if they were all destroyed. . ..

They banded together and went off, without further
deliberation and unarmed except for pikes and knives, to the
house of a knight who lived nearby. They broke in and killed
the knight, with his lady and his children, big and small, and
set fire to the house. . ..

They did similar things in a number of castles and big houses,
and their ranks swelled until there were a good 6,000 of them.

A REVOLT OF FRENCH PEASANTS

Wherever they went their numbers grew; for all the men of
the same sort joined them. The knights and squires fled before
them with their families. They took their wives and daughters
many miles away to put theri i safety, leaving their houses
open with their possessions inside. And those evil men, who
had come together without leaders or arms, pillaged and
burned everything and violated and killed all the ladies and
girls without mercy, like mad dogs. . . . Never did men commit
such vile deeds. They were such that no living creature ought
to see, and the men who committed the most were admired
and had the highest places among them. I could never bring
myself to write down the horrible and shameful things which
they did to the ladies. But, among other brutal excesses, they
killed a knight, put him on a spit, and turned him at the fire
and roasted him before the lady and her children. After about a
dozen of them had violated the lady, they tried to force her and
the children to eat the knight’s flesh before putting them cruelly
to death. :

AP® HISTORY REASONING PROCESS: Causation (AP®
Theme: SCD) What might have been the peasants’
complaints against th,ei,r' lords? How did the Black Death
contribute to their unfést?

Source: Froissart, Chronicles, trans. G. Brereton (London: Pengnin Classics, 1968; revised 1978).

from the Black Death. An oversupply of goods and an immedi-
ate drop in demand led to a decline in trade after 1350. Some
industries suffered greatly. Florence’s woolen industry, one of
the giants, produced 70,000 to 80,000 pieces of clothin 1338; in
1378, it was yielding only 24,000 pieces. Bourgeois merchants
and manufacturers responded to the decline in trade and pro-
duction by attempting to restrict competition and resist the
demands of the lower classes.

In urban areas, where capitalist industrialists paid low wages
and managed to prevent workers from forming organizations
to help themselves, industrial revolts broke out throughout
Burope. Ghent experienced one in 1381, Rouen in 1382. Most
famous, however, was the revolt of the ciompi (CHAHM-pee) in
Florence in 1378. The ciompi were wool workers in Florence’s
most prominent industry. In the 1370s, not only was the woolen
industry depressed, but the wool workers saw their real wages
decline when the coinage in which they were paid was debased.
Their revolt won them some concessions from the municipal
government, including the right to form guilds and be repre-
sented in the government. But their newly won rights were
short-lived; authorities ended ciompi participation in the gov-
¢rnment by 1382.
~ Although the peasant and urban revolts sometimes resulted
m .Short-term gains for the participants, the uprisings were
Quickly crushed and their gains lost. Accustomed to ruling, the
established classes easily formed a united front and quashed

dissent. Nevertheless, the'ru_ral and urban revolts of the four-
teenth century ushered in an age of social conflict that charac-
terized much of later Buropean history.

War and Political Instability

! Focus quesTioN: What major problems did
Buropean states face in the fourteenth century?

Famine, plague, economic turmoil, social upheaval, and violence
were not the only problems of the fourteenth century. War and
political instability must also be added to the list. Of all the strug-
gles that ensued in the fourteenth century, the Hundred Years’
War was the most famous and the most violent.

Causes of the Hundred Years’ War

In 1259, the English king, Henry 111, had relinquished his claims
to all the French territories previously held by the English
monarchy except for one relatively small possession known as
the duchy of Gascony. As duke of Gascony, the English king
pledged loyalty as a vassal to the French king. But this territory
gave rise to numerous disputes between the kings of England
and France. By the thirteenth century, the Capetian monarchs
had greatly increased their power over their more important
vassals, the great lords of France. Royal officials interfered
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regularly in the affairs of the vassals’ fiefs, especially in matters
of justice. Although this policy irritated all the vassals, it espe-
cially annoyed the king of England, who considered himself the
peer of the French king.

A dispute over the right of succession to the French
throne also complicated relations between the French and the
English. In the fourteenth century, the Capetian dynasty failed
to produce a male heir for the first time in almost four hundred
years. In 1328, the last son of King Philip IV died without a
male heir. The closest male relative in line to the throne was
King Edward III of England (1327-1377), whose mother was
Isabella, the daughter of Philip IV (see Chart 1.1). Known for
her strong personality (she was nicknamed the “she-wolf of
France”), Isabella, with the assistance of her lover, led a revolt
against her husband, King Edward 11, overthrew him, and ruled
England until her teenage son, Edward III, took sole control of
the throne in 1330. As the son of the daughter of King Philip IV,
King Bdward III of England had a claim to the French throne,
but the French nobles argued that the inheritance of the mon-
archy could not pass through the female line and chose a cousin
of the Capetians, Philip, duke of Valois (val-WAH), as King
Philip VI (1328-1350).

Conduct and Course of the War

The Hundred Years’ War began in a burst of knightly enthusi-
asm. Trained to be warriors, knights viewed the clash of battle
as the ultimate opportunity to demonstrate their fighting abili-
ties. But this struggle would change the nature of warfare, for
as it dragged on, it was not knights but peasant foot soldiers

T I R

who increasingly determined the outcomes of battles. The
French army of 1337, with its heavily armed noble cavalry,
resembled its twelfth- and thirteenth-century forebears. The
noble cavalrymen considered themselves the fighting elite and
looked with contempt on the foot soldiers and crossbowmen,
their social inferiors.

The English army, however, had evolved differently and
had included peasants as paid foot soldiers since at least Anglo-
Saxon times. Armed with pikes, many of these foot soldiers had
also adopted the longbow. The longbow was first used by the
Welsh, but the English, recognizing the power of the longbow
used against them, soon adopted its use. English archery laws
in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries also decreed that all
English men should possess a bow and arrow and practice on
Sundays and holidays. A well-trained longbowman could shoot
ten to twelve arrows per minute, a more rapid speed of fire than
the more powerful crossbow. And the arrows could pierce the
armor of a knight at ranges of more than 250 yards. Although
the Bnglish made use of heavily armed cavalry, they relied even
more on large numbers of foot soldiers.

EARLY PHASES OF THE WAR Edward IIl's early campaigns in
France achieved little. When Edward renewed his efforts in 1346
with an invasion of Normandy, Philip responded by raising a
large force to crush the English army and met Edward’s forces
at Crécy (kray-SEE), just south of Flanders. Recent estimates are
a French army of 30,000 warriors meeting an English army of
15,000 men. The larger French army followed no battle plan but
simply attacked the English lines in a disorderly fashion. The

arrows of the English archers

Philip III
king of France (1270-1285)

devastated the French cavalry.
It was a stunning victory for
the English. The Battle of

Philip IV
(1285-1314)

Louis X
(1314-1316)

Philip V
(1316-1322)

Charles IV
(1322-1328)

John I
(1316)

(daughters) (daughters)

Isabella = Edward II
king of England
(1307-1327)

Edward 111
king of England
(1327-1377)

Crécy determined that the six-
‘ foot longbow would become a
dominant battlefield weapon at

Charles of Valois
(d. 1325) the time. Edward followed up
by capturing the French port
of Calais (ka-LAY) to serve as
a staging ground for future
Philip VI invasions. _
king of France The Battle of Crécy wasnot

(1328-1350) decisive, however. The English
simply did not possess the

‘ resources to subjugate all of
France. Truces, small-scale hos-
tilities, and some major opera-
tions were combined in an orgy

John II
king of France
(1350-1364)

Chart 1.1 Background to the Hundred Years’ War: Kings of France and England. The immediate cause
of the war between France and England was yet another quarrel over Gascony. In 1337, when Edward II[,

the king of England and duke of Gascony, refused to do homage to Philip VI for Gascony, the French king
seized the duchy. Edward responded by declaring war on Philip, the “so-called king of France.” There is no
doubt that the personalities of the two monarchs also had much to do with the outbreak of the Hundred
Years’ War. Both Edward and Philip loved luxury and shared a desire for the glory and prestige that came from
military engagements. Both were only too willing to use their respective nation’s resources to satisfy their own
desires. Moreover, for many nobles, the promise of plunder and territorial gain was an incentive to follow the

disruptive path of their rulers.

to

of seemingly incessant struggle.
The English campaigns were
waged by Edward 1T and his son
Edward, the prince of Wales,
known as the Black Prince. The
Black Prince’s campaigns in
Erance were devastating. Avoid-
ing pitched battles, his forces
deliberately ravaged the land,
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burning crops and entire unfortified villages and towns and
stealing anything of value. For the English, such campaigns
were profitable; for the French people, they meant hunger,

deprivation, and death.

The army of the Black Prince was finally forced to do battle
near Poitiers. Although the opposing forces were smaller than
those at the Battle of Crécy, the results were again similar.
French casualtes included two thousand killed and two thou-
sand captured, including their king, John I (1350-1364). This
Battle of Poitiers (pwah-TYAY) (1356) ended the first phase of
the Hundred Years’ War. Under the Peace of Brétigny (bray-
tee-NYEE) (1359), the French agreed to pay a large ransom for
King John, the English territories in Gascony were enlarged,
and Edward renounced his claims to the throne of France in
return for John’s promise to give up control over English lands
in France. This first phase of the war made it clear that despite
their victories, the English were not really strong enough to
subdue all of France and make Edward III’s claim to the French
monarchy a reality.

Monarchs, however, could be slow learners. The Treaty of
Brétigny was never really enforced. In the next phase of the
War, in the capable hands of John's son Charles V (1364-1380),
the French recovered what they had previously lost. The
BEnglish returned to plundering the French countryside and
avoiding pitched battles. That pleased Charles, who did not
Want to engage in set battles, preferring to use armed bands to
reduce the English fortresses systematically.

By 1374, the Prench had recovered their lost lands, although
France itself continued to be plagued by “free companies” of
Mercenaries who, no longer paid by the English, simply lived
Off_ the land by plunder and ransom. Nevertheless, for the time

€ing, the war seemed over, especially when a twenty-year
truce was negotiated in 1396,

Battle of Crécy. This fifteenth-century manuscript
illustration depicts the Battle of Crécy, the first of several
military disasters suffered by the French in the Hundred
Years” War, and shows why the English preferred the
longbow to the crossbow. At left, the French crossbowmen
have to stop shooting and prime their weapons by cranking
the handle, while the English archers continue to shoot
their longbows (a skilled archer could launch ten to twelve
arrows a minute).

RENEWAL OF THE WAR In 1415, however, the English king,
Henry V (1413-1422), renewed the war at a time when the
French were enduring civil war as the dukes of Burgundy and
Orléans (or-lay-AHN) competed to control the weak French
king, Charles VI (1380-1422). In the summer of 1413, Paris
exploded with bloody encounters. Taking advantage of the
chaos, Henry V invaded France in 1415. At the Battle of
Agincourt (AH-zhen-koor) (1415), the French suffered a disas-
trous defeat, and 1,500 French nobles died when the heavy,
armor-plated French knights attempted to attack across a field
turned to mud by heavy rain. Altogether, French losses were
6,000 dead; the English lost only three hundred men.

Henry went on to reconquer Normandy and forge an alliance
with the duke of Burgundy, which led Charles VI to agree to the
Treaty of Troyes (TRWAH) in 1420. By this treaty, Henry V was
married to Catherine, daughter of Charles VI, and recognized
as the heir to the French throne. By 1420, the English were mas-
ters of northern France (see Map 1.2).

The seemingly hopeless French cause fell into the hands of
Charles the dauphin (DAH-fin or doh-FAN) (heir to the throne),
the son of Charles V1, who, despite being disinherited by the
Treaty of Troyes, still considered himself the real heir to the
French throne. The dauphin governed the southern two-thirds
of French lands from Bourges. Charles was weak and timid and
was unable to rally the French against the English, who in 1428
had turned south and were besieging the city of Orléans to
gain access to the valley of the Loire. The French monarch was
saved, quite unexpectedly, by a French peasant worman.

JOAN OF ARc Joan of Arc was born in 1412 to well-to-do
peasants from the village of Domrémy in Champagne. Deeply
religious, joan experienced visions and came to believe that
her favorite saints had commanded her to free France and have
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MAP 1.2 The Hundred; Years' ‘;f\{af: This long, exhausting struggle began in 1337 and dragged on
until 1453. The English initially gained substantial French territory, but in the later phases of the war,
France turned the tide, eventually expelling the English from all Continental lands except the port of

Calais.

‘ England and the ocean?

the dauphin crowned as king. In February 1429, Joan made her
way to the dauphin’s court, where her sincerity and simplicity
persuaded Charles to allow her to accompany a French army
to Orléans. Apparently inspired by the faith of the peasant girl,
the French armies found niew confidence in themselves and lib-
erated Orléans, changing the course of the war. Within a few
weeks, the entire Loire _v_élley had been freed of the English.
In July 1429, fulfilling Joan's other task, the dauphin was
crowned king of France and became Charles VII (1422-1461).
In accomplishing the two commands of her angelic voices,
Joan had brought the war to a decisive turning point.

What gains had the English made by 1429, and how do they correlate to proximity to

Joan did not live to see the war concluded, however. She
was captured by the Burgundian allies of the English in 1430.
Wishing to eliminate the “Maid of Orléans” for obvious politi-
cal reasons, the English turned Joan over to the Inquisition on
charges of witchcraft. In the fifteenth century, spiritual visions
were thought to be inspired by either God or the devil. Because
Joan dressed in men’s clothing, it was easy for her enemies to
believe that she was in league with the “prince of darkness.”
She was condemned to death as a heretic and burned at the
stake in 1431, at the age of nineteen. To the end, as the flames
rose up around her, she declared that her voices came from
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Joan of Arc. Pictured here in a fifteenth-century design for a
window for the cathedral of Orléans, Joan of Arc is seen in a suit of
armor entering the city. There are no known portraits of Joan made
from life.

God and had not deceived her (see “Film & History” above).
Twenty-five years later, a church court exonerated her of these
charges. To a contemporary French writer, Christine de Pizan
(kris-TEEN duh pee-ZAHN), Joan was a feminist heroine (see
the box on p. 14). In 1920, she was made a saint of the Roman
Catholic Church.

END oF THE WAR Joan of Arc’s accomplishments proved
decisive. The war dragged on for another two decades, during
which time the devastation of France continued (see the box
on p. 15). However, defeats of Bnglish armies in Normandy
and Aquitaine ultimately led to French victory. Important to
the French success was the use of the cannon, a new weapon
made possible by the invention of gunpowder. The Chinese
h'ad invented gunpowder in the eleventh century and devised a
?HnPle cannon by the thirteenth century. The Mongols greatly
Improved this technology, developing more accurate cannons
and cannonballs; both spread to the Middle Bast and Burope by
the thirteenth century.

The deaths of England’s best commanders and the instability
of the English government under King Henry VI (1422~1471)
also contributed to England’s defeat. By 1453, the only part of
France that was left in English hands was the coastal town of
Calais, which remained English for another century.

FiLM 8 HISTORY

Watch Joan of Arc (1948)
and The Messenger: The
Story of Joan of Arc (1999),
two films on one of history’s
best-known figures. The
1948 film version of Joan's
story follows the main
historical facts that are
known about Joan. Joan's
voices are accepted as an
important part of a spiritually
determined young woman.
The Messenger presents

a more contemporary and
fictionalized approach to
Joan. The brutality of war

is rendered in realistically
bloody detail, and the
movie introduces revenge as
a possible motive by having
Joan witness the rape and
murder of her sister by an English mercenary—she must kill -
the English to avenge her sister’s death. After this traumatic
incident, her voices become more strident.

Sierra Pictures/The Kobal Collection at

Ant Resource, NY

Gaumont/The Kobal collection at Art Resource,

NY/English, Jack

AP® HISTORICAL THINKING SKILL: Claims and
Evidence in Sources (AP® Theme: NEI) What are
the significant differences in the approaches of these
two films? What impact does the years in which the
films were made have on these approaches? Which

one is a more accurate rendering of Joan'’s life?

sl (e)RelcA@ The Hundred Years’ War

Outbreak of hostilities 1337
Battle of Crécy 1346
Battle of Poitiers 1356
Peace of Brétigny 1359
Death of Edward lii 1377
Twenty-year truce declared 1396
Henry V (1413-1422) renews the war 1415
Battle of Agincourt 1415
Treaty of Troyes 1420
French recovery under Joan of Arc 1429-1431
End of the war 1453

Political Instability

The fourteenth century was a period of adversity for the inter-
nal political stability of Buropean governments. Although
government bureaucracies grew ever larger, at the same time
the question of who should control the bureaucracies led to
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:i-A FEMINIST HEROINE: CHRISTINE DE PIZAN ON JOAN OF ARC

For all the heroes who have lived
In history can’t measure up

In bravery against the Maid,
Who strives to rout our enemies,

CHRISTINE DE P1ZAN, FRANCE'S "first woman of letters,”

was witness to the rescue of France from the hands of the
English by the efforts of Joan of Arc and was also present

at the coronation of Charles VIl as king of France. Christine

| believed that a turning point had arrived in French history
and that Joan—a woman—had been responsible for France’s

It’s God does that, who’s guiding her

. . . Whose courage passes that of men. ..
salvation. She wrote a poem to honor this great occasion. The 8P f

following stanzas are taken from her poem.

Christine de Pizan, The Poem of Joan of Arg,

July 31, 1429

The year of fourteen twenty-nine
The sun came out to shine again.

Tt brings the season new and good,
Which we had not directly seen
Too long a time, while many passed
Their lives in sorrow; I am one.
But now, no longer do I grieve
Because I see what pleases me. . ..

And you, the King of France, King Charles,
The seventh of that noble name,

Who fought a mighty war before

Good fortune came at all to you:

Do, now, observe your dignity

Exalted by the Maid, who bent

Your enemies beneath your flag

In record time (that’s something new!)

And people thought that it would be
Impossible indeed for you

To ever have your country back,

For it was nearly lost; but now,

It’s clearly yours; no matter who

Has done you wrong, it’s yours once more,
And through the clever Maid who did
Her part therein—thanks be to God! . ..

When I reflect upon your state,

The youthful maiden that you are,

To whom God gives the force and strength
To be the champion and the one

To suckle France upon her milk

Of peace, the sweetest nourishment,

To overthrow the rebel host:

The wonder passes Nature’s work! ...

But as for us, we've never heard
About a marvel quite so great

By miracle has she appeared,
Divine commandment sent her here.
God’s angel led her in before

The king, to bring her help to him.
There’s no illusion in her case
Because it’s been indeed borne out
In council (in conclusion, then,

A thing is proved by its effect). . ..

What honor for the female sex!
God’s love for it appears quite clear,
Because the kingdom laid to waste
By all those wretched people now
Stands safe, a woman rescued it

(A hundred thousand men could not
Do that) and killed the hostile foe!
A thing beyond belief before!. ..

While ridding France of enemies,
Retaking town and castle both

No force was ever quite so great,

If hundreds or if thousands strong!
Among our men so brave and apt

She’s captain over all; such strength

No Hector or Achilles had.

All this God does, who's guiding her. . ..

The English will be crushed through her,

And never will they rise again

For God who wills it hears the voice

Of guiltless folk they tried to harm!

The blood of those they’ve killed, who’ll walk
No more, cries out. God wants an end

To this; instead He has resolved

To chastise them as evil men.

AP® HISTORICAL THINKING SKiLL: Contextualization
(AP® Themes: NEI, CID, SOP) Why was it important for
Christine de Pizan's argument in the poem to emphasize

that Joan of Arc was sent by God?

Source: C. Cannon Willard, ed., The Writings of Christine de Pizan (New York: Persa Books, 1994).
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THE HUNDRED YEARS’ WAR

THE FOLLOWING EXCERPTS are taken from a collection of
letters and other sources from the Hundred Years’ War. They
provide an excellent account of how noncombatants fared
during the war. Included in the destruction were numerous
churches and monasteries.

Accounts of the Hundred Years’' War

The count of Arundel, John Fitz-Alain, attacked Millé and

its church with fire. The women, boys, and old men took
refuge in the tower of the church, but were soon surrounded
by flames. The lead of the roof melted and fell in burning
drops on the miserable folk below, and even the molten metal
of the bells ran down upon all. All but two perished. The

fire not only destroyed the church, but all the houses within

a wide circuit to the number of more than seven hundred.
The wretched inhabitants and the cultivators of the soil were
ordered to be hung,

Out of one thousand churches in the region of Quercy, when
the war with the English was done there were scarce three or four
hundred left in which services could be held, so completely
was everything devastated and consumed. Certain parishes . . .
were entirely deserted by their former inhabitants, so that the
bishop of Bourges was forced to give the lands belonging to his
temporalities as fiefs to those living at a distance.

Charles VI, being dead, Charles VII-succeeded to his father
in the kingdom, in the year of our Lord 1422, when he was

about twenty-two years of age. In his time, owing to the
long wars which had raged within and without, the lethargy
and cowardliness of the officers and commanders who

were under him, the destruction of all military disciple and
order, the rapacity of the troopers, and general dissolution
into which all things has fallen, such destruction had been
wrought that from the river Loire to the Seine—even to the
Somme—the farmers were dead or had fled, and almost

all the fields had for many years lain without cultivation

or any one to cultivate them. A few districts might indeed
be excepted, where if any agriculture remained, it was
because they were far from cities, towns, or castles, and in
consequence the constant excursions of the despoilers could
not be extended to them. . ..

We have ourselves beheld vast regions . . . well-nigh
deserted, untilled, without husbandmen, grown up to weeds
and briers. In many places where fruit trees could flourish
these had grown up into dense forests. The vestiges of such
ruin, unless the divine clemency shall aid mere human
endeavor, will, it is to be feared, last for long years to come.

AP® HISTORICAL THINKING SKILL: Sourcing and
Situation (AP® Themes: SOP, NEI) How accurate does
this account appear to be? What makes it either believable
or questionable? Why would the author have made such
negative judgments about the French soldiers?

Source: J. H. Robinson, Readings in European History, vol. 1 (Boston: Ginn & Company, 1904), pp. 474-475.

internal conflict and instability. Like the lord-serf relationship,
the lord-vassal relationship based on land and military ser-
vice was being replaced by a contract based on money. Espe-
cially after the Black Death, money payments called scutage
(SKYOO-tij) were increasingly substituted for military service.
Monarchs welcomed this development because they could
now hire professional soldiers, who tended to be more reli-
able anyway. As lord-vassal relationships became less personal
and less important, new relationships based on political advan-
tage began to be formed, creating new avenues for political
influence—and for corruption as well. Especially noticeable as
the landed aristocrats suffered declining rents and social uncer-
tainties with the new relationships was the formation of factions
of nobles who looked for opportunities to advance their power
and wealth at the expense of other noble factions and of their
monarchs as well. Other nobles went to the royal courts, offer-
ing to serve the kings.

The kings had their own problems, however. By the mid-
fifteenth century, reigning monarchs in many European coun-
tries were not the direct descendants of the rulers of 1300. The
founders of these new dynasties had to struggle for position as
factions of nobles vied to gain material advantages for them-
selves. As the fifteenth century began, there were two claimants
to the throne of France, two aristocratic factions fighting for

control of England, and three German princes struggling to be
recognized as Holy Roman Emperor.

Fourteenth-century monarchs of old dynasties and new
ones faced financial problems as well. The shift to using mer-
cenary soldiers left monarchs perennially short of cash. Tra-
ditional revenues, especially rents from property, increasingly
proved insufficient to meet their needs. Monarchs attempted
to generate new sources of revenues, especially through taxes,
which often meant going through parliaments. This opened the
door for parliamentary bodies to gain more power by asking
for favors first. Although unsuccessful in most cases, the parlia-
ments simply added another element of uncertainty and con-
fusion to fourteenth-century politics. Turning now to a survey
of western and central Buropean states (eastern Burope will
be examined in Chapter 2), we can see how these disruptive
factors worked.

The Growth of England'’s Political
Institutions

The fifty-year reign of Bdward III (1327-1377) was important
for the evolution of English political institutions in the four-
teenth century. Parliament increased in prominence and devel-
oped its basic structure and functions during Edward’s reign.
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Due to his constant need for money to fight the Hundred Years’
War, Bdward came to rely on Parliament to levy new taxes. In
return for regular grants, Edward made several concessions,
including a commitment to levy no direct tax without Parlia-
ment’s consent and to allow Parliament to examine the gov-
ernment accounts to ensure that the money was being spent
properly. By the end of Edward’s reign, Parliament had become
an important component of the English governmental system.

During this same period, Parliament began to assume the
organizational structure it has retained to this day. The Great
Council of barons became the House of Lords and evolved into
a body composed of the chief bishops and abbots of the realm
and aristocratic peers whose position in Parliament was heredi-
tary. The representatives of the shires and boroughs, who were
considered less important than the lay and ecclesiastical lords,
held collective meetings and soon came to be regarded as the
House of Commons. Together, the House of Lords and House
of Commons constituted Parliament. Although the House of
Commons did little beyond approving measures proposed by
the Lords, during Bdward’s reign the Commons did begin the
practice of drawing up petitions, which, if accepted by the king,
became law.

After Edward IIl's death, England began to experience the
internal instability of aristocratic factionalism that was rack-
ing other European countries. The early years of the reign
of Bdward’s grandson, Richard II (1377-1399), began inauspi-
ciously with the peasant revolt that ended only when the king
made concessions. Richard’s reign was troubled by competing
groups of nobles who sought to pursue their own interests. One
faction, led by Henry of Lancaster, defeated the king’s forces
and then deposed and killed him. Henry of Lancaster became
King Henry IV (1399-1413). In the fifteenth century, factional
conflict would lead to a devastating series of civil wars.

The Problems of the French Kings

At the beginning of the fourteenth century, France was the
most prosperous monarchy in Europe. By the end of the cen-
tury, much of its wealth had been dissipated, and rival factions
of aristocrats had made effective monarchical rule virtually
impossible.

The French monarchical state had always had an under-

lying inherent weakness that proved its undoing in difficult

times. Although the Capetian monarchs had found ways to
enlarge their royal domain and extend their control by devel-
oping a large and effective bureaucracy, the various territo-
ries that made up Prance still maintained their own princes,
customs, and laws. The parliamentary institutions of France
provide a good example of France’s basic lack of unity. The
French parliament, known as the Estates-General and com-
posed of representatives of the clergy, the nobility, and the
Third Estate (everyone else), usually represented only the
north of France, not the entire kingdom. The southern
provinces had their own estates, and local estates existed in
other parts of France. Unlike the English Parliament, which
was evolving into a crucial part of the English government,
the Prench Estates-General was simply one of many such
institutions. v :

When Philip VI (1328-1350) became involved in the Hun-
dred Years” War with England, he found it necessary to devise
new sources of revenue, including a tax on salt known as the
gabelle (gah-BELL) and a hearth tax eventually called the taille
(TY). These taxes weighed heavily on the French peasantry and
middle class. Consequently, when additional taxes were needed
to pay for the ransom of King John II after his caprure at the
Battle of Poitiers, the middle-class inhabitants of the towns
tried to use the Estates-General to reform the French govern-
ment and tax structure.

At the meeting of the Estates-General in 1357, under the
leadership of the Parisian provost Etienne Marcel (ay-TYEN
mahr-SEL), representatives of the Third Estate granted taxes
in exchange for a promise from King Jobn’s son, the dauphin
Charles, not to tax without the Estates-General’s permission
and to allow the Estates-General to meet on a regular basis
and participate in important political decisions. After Mar-
cel’s movement was crushed in 1358, this attempt to make the
Estates-General a functioning part of the French government
collapsed. The dauphin became King Charles V (1364-1380)
and went on to recover much of the land lost to the English. His
military successes underscored his efforts to reestablish strong
monarchical powers. He undermined the role of the Estates-
General by getting it to grant him taxes with no fixed time limit.
Charles’s death in 1380 soon led to a new time of troubles for
the French monarchy, however.

The insanity of Charles VI (1380-1422), which first became
apparent in 1392, opened the door to rival factions of French
nobles aspiring to power and wealth. The dukes of Burgundy
and Orléans competed to control Charles and the French mon-
archy. Their struggles created chaos for the French government
and the French people. Many nobles supported the Orléanist
faction, while Paris and other towns favored the Burgundians.
By the beginning of the fifteenth century, France seemed hope-
lessly mired in a civil war. When the English renewed the Hun-
dred Years’ War in 1415, the Burgundians supported the English
cause and the English monarch’s claim to the throne of France.

The German Monarchy

England and France had developed strong national monarchies
in the High Middle Ages. Nevertheless, by the end of the four-
teenth century, they seemed in danger of disintegrating due to
dynastic problems and the pressures generated by the Hundred
Years’ War. In contrast, the Holy Roman Empire, whose core
consisted of the lands of Germany, had already begun to fall
apart in the High Middle Ages. Northern Italy, which the Ger-
man emperors had tried to include in their medieval empire,
had been free from any real imperial control since the end of
the Hohenstaufen dynasty in the thirteenth century. In Ger-
many itself, the failure of the Hohenstaufens ended any chance
of centralized monarchical authority, and Germany became a
land of hundreds of states that varied in size and power. These
included princely states, such as the duchies of Bavaria and
Saxony; free imperial city-states (self-governing cities directly
under the control of the Holy Roman Emperor rather than a
German territorial prince), such as Nuremberg; modest terri-
tories of petty imperial knights; and ecclesiastical states, such
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as the archbishopric of Cologne, in which
an ecclesiastical official, such as a bishop,
archbishop, or abbot, served in a dual
capacity as an administrative official of the
Catholic Church and as secular lord over
the territories of the state. Although all
of the rulers of these different states had
some obligations to the German king and
Holy Roman Emperor, more and more
they acted independently.
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MONARCHY Because of its unique pat-
tern of development in the High Middle

Ages, the German monarchy had become The Holy Roman Empire in the
Fourteenth Century

established on an elective rather than a
hereditary basis. The Golden Bull issued
in 1356 by Emperor Charles IV (1346-1378) standardized
this principle of election. This document stated that four lay
princes (the count palatine of the Rhine, the duke of Saxony,
the margrave of Brandenburg, and the king of Bohemia) and
three ecclesiastical rulers (the archbishops of Mainz, Trier, and
Cologne) would serve as electors with the legal power to elect
the “king of the Romans and future emperor, to be ruler of the
world and of the Christian people.”*? “King of the Romans”
was the official title of the German king; after his imperial
coronation, he would also have the title of emperor.

In the fourteenth century, the electoral principle further
ensured that kings of Germany were generally weak. Their
ability to exercise effective power depended on the extent of
their own family possessions. At the beginning of the fifteenth
century, three emperors claimed the throne. Although the
dispute was quickly settled, Germany entered the fifteenth
century in a condition that verged on anarchy. Princes fought
princes and leagues of cities. The
emperors were virtually powerless to
control any of them.

The States of Italy

Italy, t00, had failed to develop a cen-
tralized monarchical state by the four-
teenth century. Papal opposition to
the rule of the Hohenstaufen emper-
ors in northern Italy had virtually
guaranteed that. Moreover, southern
Italy was divided into the kingdom of
Naples, ruled by the French house of
Anjou, and Sicily, whose kings came
from the Spanish house of Aragon.
The center of the peninsula remained
under the rather shaky control of the
Papacy. Lack of centralized authority
had enabled numerous city-states in
northern Italy to remain independent
of any political authority.

0

In fourteenth-century Italy, two  The States of ltaly in the Fourteenth

general tendenties can be discerned: Century

the replacement of republican govern-
ments by tyrants and the expansion of
the larger city-states at the expense of the
less powerful ones. Nearly all the cities of
northern Italy began their existence as free
communes with republican governments.
But in the fourteenth century, intense
internal strife led city-states to resort to
temporary expedients, allowing rule by
one man with dictatorial powers. Limited
rule, however, soon became long-term
despotism as tyrants proved willing to use

Eventually, such tyrants tried to legiti-
mize their power by purchasing titles from
the emperor (still nominally the ruler of
northern Italy as Holy Roman Emperor).
In this fashion, the Visconti became the dukes of Milan and the
d’Este, the dukes of Ferrara.

The other change of great significance was the develop-
ment of larger, regional states as the larger states conquered
the smaller ones. To fight their battles, city-states came to rely
on mercenary soldiers, whose leaders, called condottieri (kahn-
duh-TYAY-ree), sold the services of their bands to the highest
bidder. These mercenaries wreaked havoc on the countryside,
living by blackmail and looting when they were not actively
engaged in battles. Many were foreigners who flocked to Italy
during the periods of truce in the Hundred Years’ War. By the
end of the fourteenth century, three major states came to domi-
nate northern Italy: the despotic state of Milan and the republi-
can states of Florence and Venice.

pucHY oF MILAN Located in the fertile Po valley, at the
intersection of the chief trade routes from Italian coastal cit-
ies to the Alpine passes, Milan was
one of the richest city-states in Iraly.
Politically, it was also one of the most
agitated until the Visconti family
established themselves as the heredi-
tary despots of Milan in 1322, Gianga-
leazzo Visconti (jahn-gah-lay-AH-tsoh
vees-KOHN-tee), who ruled from 1385
to 1402, transformed this despotism
into a hereditary duchy by purchasing
the title of duke from the emperor in
1395. Under Giangaleazzo’s direction,
the duchy of Milan extended its power
over all of Lombardy and even threat-
ened to conquer much of northern
Italy until the duke’s untimely death
before the gates of Florence in 1402.

REPUBLIC oF FLORENCE Florence,
like the other Italian towns, was ini-
tially a free commune dominated by
a patrician class of nobles known as
the grandi (GRAHN-dee). But the rapid
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A Famous Condottiere. Many of the condottieri who fought in Italy
were foreigners. One of the most prominent was Sir John Hawkwood,
who went to Italy after fighting on the English side in the Hundred Years’
War. There he led a band of mercenary soldiers in many battles and was
known for his brutality—he murdered the entire population of Cesena.
Hawkwood, known to the Italians as Giovanni Acuto, ended his career in
the early 1390s fighting for the city of Florence. To honor him, the city
commissioned this fresco by Paolo Uccello (PAH-oh-loh o0o-CHELL-oh),
which can still be seen today in the cathedral of Florence.

expansion of Florence’s economy made possible the devel-
opment of a wealthy merchant-industrialist class known as
the popdlo grasso (PAWP-oo-loh GRAH-soh)—literally the “fat
people.” In 1293, the popolo grasso assumed a dominant role
in government by establishing a new constitution known as the
Ordinances of Justice. It provided for a republican government
controlled by the seven major guilds of the city, which repre-
sented the interests of the wealthier classes. Executive power
was vested in the hands of a council of elected priors. Around
the mid-fourteenth century, revolutionary activity by the popdlo

minuto, the small shopkeepers and artisans, won them a share
in the government. Even greater expansion occurred briefly
when the ciompi, or industrial wool workers, were allowed to
be represented in the government after their revolt in 1378.
Only four years later, however, a counterrevolution brought
the “fat people” back into virtual control of the government.
After 1382, the Florentine government was controlled by a
small merchant oligarchy that manipulated the supposedly
republican government. By that time, Florence had also been
successful in a series of wars against its neighbors. It had con-
quered most of Tuscany and established itself as a major ter-
ritorial state in northern Italy.

rEPUBLIC OF VENICE The other major northern Italian
state was the republic of Venice, which had grown rich from
commercial activity throughout the eastern Mediterranean
and into northern Burope. A large number of merchant
families became extremely wealthy. In the constitution of 1297,
these patricians took control of the republic. In this year, the
Great Council, the source of all political power, was closed to
all but the members of about two hundred families. Since all
other magistrates of the city were chosen either from or by
this council, these families now formed a hereditary patrici-
ate that completely dominated the city. Although the doge
(DOHJ) (or duke) had been the executive head of the republic
since the early Middle Ages, by 1300 he had become largely a
figurehead. Actual power was vested in the hands of the Great

The States of Westérn and

CHRONOLOGY
Central Europe

England
Edward Ilf 1327-1377
Richard Il 1377-1399
Henry IV 1399-1413
France
Philip IV 1328-1350
John |l 13501364

Capture at Poitiers 1356
Charles V 1364-1380
Charles VI 1380-1422
German Monarchy
Golden 8ull 1356
ltaly
Florence

Ordinances of Justice 1293
Venice

Closing of Great Council 1297
Milan

Visconti establish themselves as 1322 -

rulers of Milan
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Council and the legislative body known as the Senate, while an
extraordinary body known as the Council of Ten, first formed
in 1310, came to be the real executive power of the state. Con-
temporaries respected the Venetian government for its stability.
A sixteenth-century Iralian historian noted that Venice had “the
best government of any city not only in our own times but also
in the classical world.”*

In the fourteenth century, Venice also embarked on a policy
of expansion. By the end of the century, it had created a com-
mercial empire by establishing colonies and trading posts in
the eastern Mediterranean and Black Sea as well as continu-
ing its commercial monopolies in the Byzantine Empire. At the
same time, Venice began to conquer the territory adjoining it
in northern Italy.

The Decline of the Church

“rFocus quesTioN: How and why did the
authority and prestige of the papacy decline in the
fourteenth century?

The papacy of the Roman Catholic Church reached the height
of its power in the thirteenth century. Theories of papal suprem-
acy included a doctrine of “fullness of power” as the spiritual
head of Christendom and claims to universal temporal authority
over all secular rulers. But papal claims of temporal supremacy
were increasingly out of step with the growing secular monar-
chies of Burope and ultimately brought the: papacy into a con-
flict with the territorial states that it was unable to win.

Roniface VI and the Conflict with
the State

The struggle between the papacy and the monarchies began
during the pontificate of Pope Boniface VIII (1294-1303), One
major issue appeared to be at stake between the pope and

King Philip IV (1285-1314) of France. In his desire to acquire
new revenues, Philip claimed the right to tax the French clergy.
Boniface VIII responded that the clergy of any state could not
pay taxes to their secular ruler without the pope’s consent.
Underlying this issue, however, was a basic conflict between
the claims of the papacy to universal authority over both
church and state, which necessitated complete control over the
clergy, and the claims of the king that all subjects, including
the clergy, were under the jurisdiction of the crown and sub-
ject to the king’s authority on matters of taxation and justice.
In short, the fundamental issue was the universal sovereignty
of the papacy versus the royal sovereignty of the monarch.

Boniface VIII asserted his position in a series of papal bulls
or letters, the most important of which was Unam Sanctam
(OO-nam SAHNK-tahm), issued in 1302. It was the strongest
staternent ever made by a pope on the supremacy of the spiri-
mal authority over the temporal authority (see the box on
p. 20). When it became apparent that the pope had decided to
act on his principles by excommunicating Philip IV, the latter
sent a small contingent of French forces to capture Boniface
and bring him back to France for trial. The pope was captured
in Anagni, although Italian nobles from the surrounding coun-
tryside soon rescued him. The shock of this experience, how-
ever, soon led to the pope’s death. Philip’s strong-arm tactics
had produced a clear victory for the national monarchy over
the papacy, and no later pope has dared renew the extravagant
claims of Boniface VIIL

To ensure his position and avoid any future papal threat,
Philip IV brought enough pressure to bear on the college of car-
dinals to achieve the election of a Frenchman as pope in 1305.
Using the excuse of turbulence in the city of Rome, the new
pope, Clement V (1305-1314), took up residence in Avignon
(ah-veen-YOHN) on the east bank of the Rhéne River. Although
Avignon was located in the Holy Roman Bmpire and was not a
French possession, it lay just across the river from the territory

Pope Boniface Vill. The conflict between church and
state in the Middle Ages reached its height in the struggle
between Pope Boniface VIII and Philip IV of France.
This fourteenth-century manuscript miniature depicts
Boniface VIII promulgating his decrees.
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ONE OF THE MOST REMARKABLE DOCUMENTS of the
fourteenth century was the exaggerated statement of papal
supremacy issued by Pope Boniface VIIi in 1302 in the heat

of his conflict with the French king Philip IV. Ironically, this
strongest statement ever made of papal supremacy was issued
at a time when the rising power of the monarchies made it
increasingly difficult for the premises to be accepted.

Pope Boniface Viii, Unam Sanctam

We are compelled, our faith urging us, to believe and to
hold-—and we do firmly believe and simply confess—that
there is one holy catholic and apostolic church, outside of
which there is neither salvation nor remission of sins. ... In
this church there is one Lord, one faith and one baptism. . ..
Therefore, of this one and only church there is one body and
one head . . . Christ, namely, and the vicar of Christ, St. Peter,
and the successor of Peter. For the Lord himself said to Peter,
feed my sheep. . . .

We are told by the word of the gospel that in this His
fold there are two swords—a spiritual, namely, and a
temporal. . . . Both swords, the spiritual and the material,
therefore, are in the power of the church; the one, indeed,
to be wielded for the church, the other by the church; the
one by the hand of the priest, the other by the hand of kings

ll-BONlFACE VII’S DEFENSE OF PAPAL SUPREMACY

and knights, but at the will and sufferance of the priest.
One sword, moreover, ought to be under the other, and the
temporal authority to be subjected to the spiritual. . ..

Therefore if the earthly power err it shall be judged by the
spiritual power; but if the lesser spiritual power err, by the
greater. But if the greatest, it can be judged by God alone, not
by man, the apostle bearing witness. A spiritual man judges
all things, but he himself is judged by no one. This authority,
moreover, even though it is given to man and exercised
through man, is not human but rather divine, being given
by divine lips to Peter and founded on a rock for him and his
successors through Christ himself whom he has confessed;
the Lord himself saying to Peter: “Whatsoever you shall bind,
etc.” Whoever, therefore, resists this power thus ordained by
God, resists the ordination of God. . ..

Indeed, we declare, announce and define, that it is
altogether necessary to salvation for every human creature to
be subject to the Roman pontiff.

AP® HISTORY REASONING PROCESS: Causation
(AP® Theme: SOP) Why did Boniface VIl make these
extreme assertions of papal authority? How would
European politics have changed if his ideas had been
accepted?

#

Source: E. E. Henderson, Select Historical Documents of the Middle Ages (London: George Bell & Sons, 1896).

of King Philip IV. Clement may have intended to return to
Rome, but he and his successors remained in Avignon for the
next seventy-two years, thereby creating yet another crisis for
the church.

The Papacy at Avignon (1305-1377)

The residency of the popes in Avignon for most of the four-
teenth century led to a decline in papal prestige and growing
antipapal sentiment. The city of Rome was the traditional
capital of the universal church. The pope was the bishop of
Rome, and his position was based on being the successor to the

" Apostle Peter, tradi-
't tionally considered the
first bishop of Rome. It
was unseemly that the
head of the Catholic
Church should reside
elsewhere. Inthe 1330s,
the popes began to
construct a stately pal-
ace in Avignon, a clear
indication that they
intended to stay for
some time.

s
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Other factors also contributed to the decline in papal pres-
tige during the Avignonese residency. It was widely believed
that the popes at Avignon were captives of the French mon-
archy. Although questionable, since Avignon did not belong
to the French monarchy, it was easy to believe in view of Avi-
gnon’s proximity to French lands. The Italian scholar Petrarch
(see “The Development of Vernacular Literature” later in this
chapter) labeled this period as the Babylonian Captivity of
the church, comparing the French holding the church in cap-
tivity to the exile of the Jews into captivity in Babylon in the
sixth century B.c.E. Moreover, during the seventy-two years of
the Avignonese papacy, of the 134 new cardinals created by
the popes, 113 were French. The papal residency at Avignon
was also an important turning point in the church’s attempt
to adapt to the changing economic and political conditions
of Europe. Like the growing monarchical states, the popes
centralized their administration by developing a specialized
bureaucracy. In fact, the papal bureaucracy in the fourteenth
century under the leadership of the pope and college of car-
dinals became the most sophisticated administrative system in
the medieval world.

At the same time, the popes attempted to find new sources
of revenue to compensate for their loss of income from the
Papal States and began to impose new taxes on the clergy.
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purthermore, the splendor in which the pope and cardi-
oals were living in Avignon led to highly vocal criticism of
both clergy and papacy in the fourteenth century. Avi-
gnon had become a powerful symbol of abuses within the
church, and many people began to call for the pope’s return
to Rome.

One of the most prominent calls came from Catherine of
Siena (ca. 1347-1380), whose saintly demeanor and claims of
visions from God led the city of Florence to send her on a mis-
sion to Pope Gregory XI (1370-1378) in Avignon. She told the
pope, “Because God has given you authority and because you
have accepted it, you ought to use your virtue and power; if
you do not wish to use it, it might be better for you to resign
what you have accepted; it would give more honor to God and
health to your soul.”*

The Great Schism

Catherine of Siena’s admonition seemed to be heeded in 1377,
when at long last Pope Gregory XI, perceiving the disastrous
decline in papal prestige, returned to Rome. He died soon
afterward, however, in the spring of 1378. When the college
of cardinals met in conclave to elect anew pope, the citizens of
Rome, fearful that the French majority would choose another
Frenchman who would return the papacy to Avignon, threat-
ened that the cardinals would not leave Rome alive unless
they elected a Roman or at least an Italian as pope. Indeed,
the guards of the conclave warned the cardinals that they
“ran the risk of being torn in pieces” if they did not choose an
Italian. Wisely, the terrified cardinals duly elected the Italian
archbishop of Bari, who was subsequently crowned as Pope
Urban VI (1378-1389) on Easter Sunday. Following his elec-
tion, Urban VI made clear his plans to reform the papal curia
and even to swamp the college of cardinals with enough new
Italian cardinals to eliminate the French majority. After many
of the cardinals (the French ones) withdrew from Rome in late
summer and were finally free of the Roman mob, they issued
a manifesto, saying that they had been coerced by the mob and
that Urban’s election was therefore null and void. The dissent-
ing cardinals thereupon chose one of their number, a French-
man, who took the title of Clement VII and promptly returned
to Avignon. Since Urban remained in Rome, there were now
two popes, initiating what has been called the Great Schism
of the church.

Burope’s loyalties soon became divided: France, Spain, Scot-
land, and southern Italy supported Clement, while England,
Germany, Scandinavia, and most of Italy supported Urban.
These divisions generally followed political lines and reflected
the bitter division between the English and the French in the
Hundred Years’ War. Because the French supported the Avi-
%nonese Pope, so did their allies; their enemies, particularly
fnglanfi.and its allies, supported the Roman pope. The need
or political support caused both popes to subordinate their
policies to the policies of these states.
bal'erftj (;:freat Schism lasted for nearly forty years and had a
eral he ect on the Catholic Church and Christendom in gen-
had'deV:l SChlSI'I’l. g%‘eatly aggravated the financial abuses that

oped within the church during the Avignonese papacy.

Two papal administrative systems (with only half the accus-
tomed revenues) worked to increase taxation. At the same time,
the schism badly damaged the faith of Christian believers in
the institution of the Catholic Church as its leader. The pope
was widely believed to be the leader of Christendom and, as
Boniface VIII had pointed out, held the keys to the kingdom
of heaven. Since each line of popes denounced the other
as the Antichrist, such a spectacle could not help but undermine
the institution that had become the very foundation of the
church.

New Thoughts on Church and State
and the Rise of Conciliarism

As dissatisfaction with the papacy grew, so did the calls for a
revolutionary approach to solving the church’s institutional
problems. One of the most systematic was provided by Mar-
siglio of Padua (mar-SlL-yoh of PAD-juh-wuh) (ca. 1270~1342),
rector of the University of Paris and author of a remark-
able book, Defender of the Peace. Marsiglio denied that the
temporal authority was subject to the spiritual authority,
as many popes had maintained. Instead, he argued that the
church was only one element of society and must confine
itself solely to spiritual functions. Furthermore, Marsiglio
argued, the church is a community of the faithful in which
all authority is ultimately derived from the entire community.
The clergy hold no special authority from God but serve only
to administer the affairs of the church on behalf of all Chris-
tians. Thus, final authority in spiritual matters must reside
not with the pope but with a general church council repre-
senting all members.

THE coNciLIAR MovEMENT The Great Schism led large
numbers of churchmen to take up this theory, known as
conciliarism, in the belief that only a general council of the
church could end the schism and bring reform to the church
in its “head and members.” The only serious issue left to be
decided was who should call the council. Church law held that
only a pope could convene a council. Professors of theology
argued, however, that since the competing popes would not
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do so, either members of the church hierarchy or even secular
princes, especially the Holy Roman Bmperor, could convene a
council to settle all relevant issues.

In desperation, a group of cardinals from both camps finally
convened a general council on their own. This Council of Pisa,
which met in 1409, deposed the two popes and elected a new
one, Alexander V. The council’s action proved disastrous, how-
ever, when the two deposed popes refused to step down. There
were now three popes, and the church seemed more hopelessly
divided than ever.

Leadership in convening a new council now passed to the
Holy Roman Emperor, Sigismund. As a result of his efforts, a
new ecumenical church council met at Constance from 1414 to
1418. Ending the schism proved a surprisingly easy task: after
the three competing popes either resigned or were deposed, a
new conclave elected Cardinal Oddone Colonna, a member of
a prominent Roman family, as Pope Martin V (1417-1431). The
Great Schism had finally been ended.

Popular Religion in an Age of Adversity

The seeming preoccupation of the popes and leading clerics
with finances and power during the struggles of Boniface VII,
the Avignonese papacy, and the Great Schism could not help
but lead to a decline in prestige and respect for the institutional
church, especially the papacy. At the same time, in the four-
teenth century, the Black Death and its recurrences made an
important impact on the religious life of ordinary Christians
by heightening their preoccupation with death and salvation.
The church often failed to provide sufficient spiritual comfort
as many parish priests fled from the plague.

Christians responded in different ways to the adversities of
the fourteenth century. First of all, there was a tendency to
stress the performance of good works, including acts of char-
ity, as a means of ensuring salvation. Bequests to hospitals and
other charitable foundations increased. Family chapels were
established, served by priests whose primary responsibility
was to say Mass for the good of the souls of deceased family
members. These chapels became even more significant as the
importance of purgatory rose. Purgatory was defined by the
church as the place where souls went after death to be purged
of punishment for sins committed in life. In effect, the soul
was purified in purgatory before it ascended into heaven. It
was believed that like indulgences, prayers and private Masses
for the dead could shorten the amount of time souls spent
in purgatory.

Chalking up good deeds to ensure salvation was done in
numerous ways but was nowhere more evident than in the
growing emphasis on indulgences. We should also note that
pilgrimages, which became increasingly popular, and charita-
ble contributions were good works that could be accomplished
without the involvement of clerics, a reflection of the loss
of faith in the institutional church and its clergy and another
noticeable feature of popular religious life. At the same time,
interest in Christian faith itself did not decline; if anything, it
increased (see “Global Perspectives” on p. 23). Indeed, people
sought to play a more active role in their own salvation. This is

particularly evident in the popularity of mysticism and lay piety
in the fourteenth century.

MYSTICISM AND LAY PIETY The mysticism of the fourteenth
century was certainly not new, for Christians throughout the
Middle Ages had claimed to have had mystical experiences.
Simply defined, mysticism is the immediate experience of
oneness with God. It is this experience that characterized the
teaching of Meister Eckhart (MY-stur EK-hart) (1260-1327),
who sparked a mystical movement in western Germany. Eck-
hart was a well-educated Dominican theologian who wrote
learned Latin works on theology, but he was also a popular
preacher whose message on the union of the soul with God
was typical of mysticism. According to Eckhart, such a union
was attainable by all who pursued it wholeheartedly.

Eckhart's movement spread from Germany into the Low
Countries, where it took on a new form, called the Modern
Devotion, founded by Gerard Groote (GROH-tuh) (1340~1384).
After a religious conversion, Groote entered a monastery for
several years of contemplation before reentering the world. His
messages were typical of a practical mysticism. To achieve true
spiritual communion with God, people must imitate Jesus and
lead lives dedicated to serving the needs of their fellow human
beings. Groote emphasized a simple inner piety and morality
based on Scripture and an avoidance of the complexities of
theology.

Eventually, Groote attracted a group of followers who came
to be known as the Brothers of the Common Life. From this
small beginning, a movement developed that spread through
the Netherlands and back into Germany. Houses of the Broth-
ers, as well as separate houses for women (Sisters of the Com-
mon Life), were founded in one city after another. The Sisters
and Brothers of the Common Life did not constitute regular
religious orders. They were laypeople who took no formal
monastic vows but were nevertheless regulated by rules that
they imposed on their own communities. They also established
schools throughout Germany and the Netherlands in which
they stressed their message of imitating the life of Jesus by
serving others. The Brothers and Sisters of the Common Life
attest to the vitality of spiritual life among lay Christians in the
fourteenth century.

UNIQUE FEMALE MYSTICAL EXPERIENCES A number of
female mystics had their own unique spiritual experiences.
For them, fasting and receiving the Eucharist (the communion
wafer that, according to Roman Catholic doctrine, contains
the body of Jesus) became the mainstay of their religious
practices. Catherine of Siena, for example, gave up eating any
solid food at the age of twenty-three and thereafter lived only
on cold water and herbs that she sucked and then spat out.
Her primary nourishment, however, came from the Eucharist.
She wrote: “The immaculate lamb [Christ] is food, table, and
servant. ... And we who eat at that table become like the food
[that is, Christ], acting not for our own utility but for the honor
of God and the salvation of neighbor.”" For Catherine and a
number of other female mystics, reception of the Eucharist
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PERSPECTIVES

religious Imagery in the Medieval World |

+HE MIDDLE AGES WAS A GOLDEN aaE of religious art, the lower illustration is an artistic presentation of a verse from
-eflecting the important role of religion itself in medieval society. the Qur'an, thus blending the spiritual and artistic spheres.
These three illustrations show different aspects of medieval

AP® HISTORICAL THINKING SKILL: Claims and
Evidence in Sources (AP® Theme: CID) How does the
art reveal different ways medieval people expressed
their spirituality? How did the Islamic art appeal to the
illiterate believer? How does the Islamic prohibition
against images pose challenges in the modern world?

religious imagery. In Europe, much Christian art appeared in
Jluminated manuscripts. The illustration at the bottom left
shows a pége depicting the figure of Jesus from The Book of
‘ells, a richly decorated manuscript of the Christian gospels
produced by the monks of lona in the British Isles. Byzantine art
was also deeply religious, as was especially evident in icons. At
theAtop right is an icon of the Virgin and Child (Mary and Jesus)
i;om the monastery of Saint Catherine at Mount Sinai in Egypt
dating to around the year 600. Painted on wood, this icon shows
+he enthroned Virgin and Child between Saints Theodore and
George with two angels behind them looking upward to a beam
of light containing the hand of God. The figures are not realistic;
the goal of the icon was to bridge the gap between the divine
and the outer material world. Artists in the Muslim world faced
a different challenge—Muslims warned against imitating God

by creating pictures of living beings, thus effectively prohibiting
the representation of humans, especially Muhammad. Islamic
religious artists therefore used decorative motifs based on
geometric patterns and the Arabic script. The scriptural panel in
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was their primary instrument in achieving a mystical union
with God.

Changes in Theology

The fourteenth century presented challenges not only to the
institutional church but also to its theological framework,
especially evident in the questioning of the grand synthesis
attempted by Thomas Aquinas. In the thirteenth century, dif-
ferences with Aquinas were kept within a framework of com-
monly accepted scholastic thought. In the fourteenth century,
however, the philosopher William of Occam (1285-1329) posed
a severe challenge to the scholastic achievements of the High
Middle Ages.

Occam posited a radical interpretation of nominalism. He
asserted that all universals or general concepts were simply
names and that only individual objects perceived by the senses
were real. Although the mind was capable of analyzing individ-
ual objects, it could not establish any truths about the nature of
external, higher reality. Reason could not be used to substantiate
spiritual truths. It could not, for example, prove the statement
“God exists.” For William of Occam as a Christian believer, this
did not mean that God did not exist, however. It simply indi-
cated that the truths of religion could only be known by an act
of faith and were not demonstrable by reason. The acceptance
of Occam’s nominalist philosophy at the University of Paris
brought an element of uncertainty to late medieval theology by
seriously weakening the synthesis of faith and reason that had
characterized the theological thought of the High Middle Ages.
Nevertheless, Occam’s emphasis on using reason to analyze the
observable phenomena of the world had an important impact
on the development of physical science by creating support for
rational and scientific analysis. Some late medieval theologians
came to accept the compatibility of rational analysis of the mate-
rial world with mystical acceptance of spiritual truths.

The Cultural World of the
Fourteenth Century
C * Focus QUESTIoN: What were the major

developments in literature and art in the fourteenth
century?

The cultural life of the fourteenth century was also character-
ized by ferment. In literature, several writers used their vernac-
ular languages to produce notable works. In art, in addition to
the morbid themes inspired by the Black Death and other prob-
fems of the century, the period also produced Giotto, whose
paintings expressed a new realism that would be developed fur-
ther by the artists of the next century.

The Development of Vernacular Literature

Although Latin remained the language of the church liturgy
and the official documents of both church and state throughout
Europe, the fourteenth century witnessed the rapid growth of
vernacular literature, especially in Italy. The development of an

Italian vernacular literature was mostly the result of the efforts
of three writers in the fourteenth century: Dante, Petrarch (PEE-
trark or PET-trark), and Boccaccio. Their use of the Tuscan dialect
common in Florence and its surrounding countryside ensured
that it would prevail as the basis of the modern Italian language.

paNTE Dante Alighieri (DAHN-tay al-lih-GAlR-ee) (1265—
1321) came from an old Florentine noble family that had fallen
on hard times. Although he had held high political office in
republican Florence, factional conflict led to his exile from the
city in 1302. Until the end of his life, Dante hoped to return to
his beloved Florence, but his wish remained unfulfilled.

Dante’s masterpiece in the Italian vernacular was the Divine
Comedy, written between 1313 and 1321. Cast in a typical medi-
eval framework, the Divine Comedy is basically the story of the
soul’s progression to salvation, a fundamental medieval preoccu-
pation. The lengthy poem was divided into three major sections
corresponding to the realms of the afterworld: hell, purgatory,
and heaven or paradise. In the “Inferno” (see the box on p. 25),
Dante is led by his guide, the classical author Virgil, who is a
symbol of human reason. But Virgil (or reason) can lead the poet
only so far on his journey. At the end of “Purgatory,” Beatrice
(the true love of Dante’s life), who represents revelation—which
alone can explain the mysteries of heaven—becomes his guide
into “Paradise.” Here Beatrice presents Dante to Saint Bernard,
a symbol of mystical contemplation. The saint turns Dante over
to the Virgin Mary, since grace is necessary to achieve the final
step of entering the presence of God, where one beholds “the
love that moves the sun and the other stars.”'

PETRARCH Like Dante, Francesco Petrarca, known as Petrarch
(1304-1374), was a Florentine who spent much of his life out-
side his native city. Petrarch’s role in the revival of the classics
made him a seminal figure in the literary Italian Renaissance
(see Chapter 2). His primary contribution to the development
of the Italian vernacular was made in his sonnets. He is con-
sidered one of the greatest Buropean lyric poets. His sonnets
were inspired by his love for a married lady named Laura,
whom he had met in 1327. Though honoring an idealized
female figure was a long-standing medieval tradition, Laura
was very human and not just an ideal. She was a real woman
with whom Petrarch was involved for a long time. He poured
forth his lamentations in sonnet after sonnet:

1 weary me alway with questions keen

How, why nty thoughts ne’er turn from you away,
Wherefore in life they still prefer to stay,

When they might flee this sad and painful scene,
And how of the fine hair, the lovely mien,

Of the bright eyes which all my feelings sway,
Calling on your dear name by night and day,
My tongue ne’er silent in their praise has been,
And how my feet not tender are, nor tired,
Pursuing still with many a useless pace

Of your fair footsteps the elastic trace;

And whence the ink, the paper whence acquired,
Fill’d with your memories: if in this I err,

Not art’s defect but Love’s own fault it were."”
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DANTE’S VISION OF HELL

THE DIVINE COMEDY OF DANTE ALIGHIERI is regarded
as one of the greatest literary works of all time. Many consider
it the supreme summary of medieval thought. It combines
allegory with a remarkable amount of contemporary history.
indeed, forty-three of the seventy-nine people consigned to
nell in the “Inferno” were Florentines. This excerpt is taken
from canto 18 of the “Inferno,” in which Dante and Virgil visit
the eighth circle of hell, which is divided into ten trenches
containing the souls of people who had committed malicious
frauds on their fellow human beings.

Dante, "Inferno,” Divine Comedy
Now as we were standing where the narrow path
Crosses the second mound, and of it makes
Support to bear it to the other arch.

Here, then, we felt the woeful groans of those
In the other gorge, sputtering with nose and mouth,
And themselves striking with their open palms.

The banks were crusted with a moldy paste,
Born of the breath below, and here it stuck,
Causing to eyes and nostrils rank offense.

So deep the depth, it needed we should mount,
If we would see the place, upon the arch,
Where to the highest point the rock rose up;

And there we came, and looking there, we saw
A crowd below in a dung pool immersed,
From human privies seemingly derived.

And while I loéked beneath with searching eye,
There I saw one with head so foul with filth,
Cleric or lay person, which one I could not say

He cried to me, “Wherefore so eager you
Me more than the other filthy ones to scan?”
1 answered him, “Because if memory holds,

Already have I seen you with dry hair,
[You are] Alessio Interminelli da Lucca.
Therefore I mark you more than all the rest.”

Then, while he struck his head, again he spoke,
“Those flatteries have plunged me here below,
Of which my tongue no [ excess ] never knew.”

Soon after this, my leader spoke, and said,
“A little further thrust you forth your face,
That with its eyes it may the features note

Of that disheveled [whore] foul and vile,
Who tears her body with her filthy nails;
Now lounging low, now on her feet upright.

Thais it is—the harlot who, when asked
Once by her lover, ‘Do you give me great thanks?’
Answered him thus, “Thanks marvelous indeed.””

And now our eyes enough of this had seen.
AP® HISTORICAL THINKING SKILL: Contextualization

(AP® Theme: CID) According to Dante, why was the priest
in hell? What was his implicit indictment of the clergy?

Source: David Johnston, A Translation of Dante’s Inferno (Bath, UX.: Chronicle Office, 1867), pp. 104-105.

In analyzing every aspect of the unrequited lover’s feelings,
Petrarch appeared less concerned to sing his lady’s praise than
to immortalize his own thoughts. This interest in his own per-
sonality reveals a sense of individuality stronger than in any
previous medieval literature.

Boccaceio Although he too wrote poetry, Giovanni Boccac-
cio (1313-1375) is known primarily for his prose. Another Flor-
entine, he also used the Tuscan dialect. While working for the
Bardi banking house in Naples, he fell in love with a noble lady,
an.d under her inspiration, he began to write prose romances.
His best-known work, the Decameron, however, was not writ-
ten until after he had returned to Florence. The Decameron is
set at the time of the Black Death. Ten young people flee to a
villa outside Florence to escape the plague and decide to while
;‘;’;Y the t@e by telling stories. Although the stories are not
BoCszlq still reflect the acceptance of basic Christian values,
bo: cio Fioes pxjesent the society of his time from a secular

hil?t of view. It is the seducer of women, not the knight or
Philosopher or pious monk, who is the real hero. Perhaps, as

some historians have argued, the Decameron reflects the imme-
diate easygoing, cynical post-plague values. Boccaccio’s later
work certainly became gloomier and more pessimistic; as he
grew older, he even rejected his earlier work as irrelevant. He
commented in a 1373 letter, “I am certainly not pleased that
you have allowed the illustrious women in your house to read
my trifles. . . . You know how much in them is less than decent
and opposed to modesty, how much stimulation to wanton
lust, how many things that drive to lust even those most forti-
fied against it.”**

chauceR Another leading vernacular author was Geoffrey
Chaucer (ca. 1340-1400), who brought a new level of sophis-
tication to the Bnglish vernacular language in his famous
Canterbury Tales. His beauty of expression and clear, forceful
language were important in transforming his Bast Midland
dialect into the chief ancestor of the modern English lan-
guage. The Canterbury Tales is a collection of stories told by a
group of twenty-nine pilgrims journeying from the London
suburb of Southwark to the tomb of Saint Thomas a Becket at
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Canterbury. This format gave Chaucer the chance to portray
an entire range of English society, both high- and low-born.
Among others, he presented the Knight, the Yeoman, the Pri-
oress, the Monk, the Merchant, the Student, the Lawyer, the
Carpenter, the Cook, the Doctor, the Plowman, and, A Good
Wife was there from beside the city of Bath—a little deaf,
which was a pity.” The stories these pilgrims told to while away
the time on the journey were just as varied as the storytellers
themselves: knightly romances, fairy tales, saints” lives, sophis-
ticated satires, and crude anecdotes.

Chaucer also used some of his characters to criticize the cor-
ruption of the church in the late medieval period. His portrayal
of the Priar leaves no doubt of Chaucer’s disdain for the corrupt
practices of clerics. Of the Friar, he says:

He knew the taverns well in every town.
The barmaids and innkeepers pleased his mind
Better than beggars and lepers and their kind.”

And yet Chaucer was still a pious Christian, never doubting
basic Christian doctrines and remaining optimistic that the
church could be reformed.

CHRISTINE DE PIZAN One of the extraordinary vernacular
writers of the age was Christine de Pizan (ca. 1364-1430).
Because of her father’s position at the court of Charles V
of France, she received a good education. Her husband died
when she was only twenty-five (they had been married for ten
years), leaving her with little income and three small children
and her mother to support. Christine took the unusual step of
becoming a writer in order to earn her living (see the box on
p. 14). Her poems were soon in demand, and by 1400 she had
achieved financial security.

Christine de Pizan is best known, however, for her French
prose works written in defense of women. In The Book of the
City of Ladies, written in 1404, she denounced the many male
writers who had argued that women needed to be controlled
by men because women by their very nature were prone to evil,
unable to learn, and easily swayed. With the help of Reason,
Righteousness, and Justice, who appear to herin a vision, Chris-
tine refutes these antifeminist attacks. Women, she argues, are
not evil by nature, and they could learn as well as men if they
were permitted to attend the same schools: “Should I also tell
you whether a woman’s nature is clever and quick enough
to learn speculative sciences as well as to discover them, and
likewise the manual arts. [ assure you that women are equally
well-suited and skilled to carry them out and to put them to
sophisticated use once they have learned them.”” Much of the
book includes a detailed discussion of women from the past
and present who have distinguished themselves as leaders, war-
riors, wives, mothers, and martyrs for their religious faith. She
ends by encouraging women to defend themselves against the
attacks of men, who are incapable of understanding them.

A New Art: Giotto

The fourteenth century produced an artistic outburst in
new directions as well as a large body of morbid work influ-
enced by the Black Death and the recusrences of the plague.
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Christine de Pizan. Christine de Pizan was one of the extraordinary
vernacular writers of the late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries. In
this fifteenth-century French illustration from the Works of Christine de
Pizan, she is shown giving instructions to an assistant.
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The city of Florence witnessed the first dramatic break
with medieval tradition in the work of Giotto (JOH-toh)
(1266-1337), often considered a forerunner of Italian Renais-
sance painting. Born into a peasant family, Giotto acquired
his painting skills in a workshop in Florence. Although he
worked throughout Italy, his most famous works were done
in Padua and Florence.

Coming out of the formal Byzantine school, Giotto tran-
scended it with a new kind of realism, a desire to imitate nature
that Renaissance artists later identified as the basic component
of classical art. Giotto’s figures were solid and rounded; placed
realistically in relationship to each other and their background,
they conveyed three-dimensional depth. The expressive faces
and physically realistic bodies gave his sacred figures human
qualities with which spectators could identify. Although Giotto
had no direct successors, Florentine painting in the early fif-
teenth century pursued even more dramatically the new direc-
tion his work represents.

Society in an Age of Adversity

Focus quesTioN: How did the adversities of
the fourteenth century affect urban life and medical
practices?

In the midst of disaster, the fourteenth century proved creative
in its own way. New inventions made an impact on daily life at
the same time that the effects of the plague were felt in many
areas of medieval urban life.
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Gictha, Lamentation. The work of Giotto marked the first clear innovation in
fourteenth-century painting, making him a forerunner of the early Renaissance. This
fresco was part of a series done on the walls of the Aréna Chapel in Padua begun in
1305. Giotto painted thirty-eight scenes on three levels: the lives of Mary, the mother
of Jesus, and her parents (top panel); the life and work of Jesus (middle panel); and his
passion, crucifixion, and resurrection (bottom panel). Shown here from the bottom
panel is the Lamentation. A group of Jesus’s followers, including his mother and Mary
Magdalene, mourn over the body of Jesus before it is placed in its tomb. The solidity
of Giotto’s human figures gives them a three-dimensional sense. He also captured the

grief and despuir felt by the mourners.

Changes in Urban Life

One immediate by-product of the Black Death was greater reg-
ulation of urban activities by town governments. Authorities
tried to keep cities cleaner by enacting new ordinances against
Waste products in the streets. Viewed as unhealthy places, bath-
houses were closed down, leading to a noticeable decline in per-
sonal cleanliness. Efforts at regulation also affected the practice
of female prostitution.

Medieval society had tolerated prostitution as a lesser evil: it
Was better for males to frequent prostitutes than to seduce vir-
gins or married women. Since many males in medieval towns
;named late, the demand for prostitutes was high and was met

ya regular supply, derived no doubt from the need of many
f:;rt flis :Ed women to'survive. The recession of the- four-
while ther;e ryhproba.bly increased the supply of prostitutes,
increaseq g W hedonism preval.e.nt gﬁzer Fhe Blad? Death a‘lso
of prowr 'mand. As aresult, cities intensified their regulation
tion.

By Organizin

wel] g brothels, city authorities could supervise as

as ; . -
. ltlaX prostitutes. Officials granted charters to citizens who
a .
owed to set up brothels, provided they were located

wer

only in certain areas of town. Prostitutes were also
expected to wear special items of clothing—such as
red hats—to distinguish them from other women.
It was assumed that the regulation of prostitution
made it easier to supervise and hence maintained
public order.

FAMILY LIFE AND GENDER ROLES IN LATE
MEDIEVAL cITiES The basic unit of the late
medieval town was the nuclear family of husband,
wife, and children. Especially in wealthier fami-
lies, there might also be servants, apprentices, and
other relatives, including widowed mothers and
the husband’s illegitimate children.

Before the Black Death, late marriages were
common for urban couples. It was not unusual
for husbands to be in their late thirties or forties
and wives in their early twenties. The expense
of setting up a household probably necessitated
the delay in marriage. But the situation changed
dramatically after the plague, reflecting new eco-
nomic opportunities for the survivors and a new
reluctance to postpone living in the presence of so
much death.

The economic difficulties of the fourteenth
century also tended to strengthen the develop-
ment of gender roles. Based on the authority
of Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas and other scho-
lastic theologians had advanced the belief that
according to the natural order, men were active
and domineering while women were passive and
submissive. As more and more lawyers, doctors,
and priests, who had been trained in universities
where these notions were taught, entered society,
these ideas about the different natures of men and
women became widely accepted. This was evi-
dent in legal systems, many of which limited the
legal capacity of women. Increasingly, women were expected
to give up any active functions in society and remain subject
to direction from males (see the box on p. 28). A fourteenth-
century Parisian provost commented that among glass cut-
ters, “no master’s widow who keeps working at his craft after
her husband’s death may take on apprentices, for the men
of the craft do not believe that a woman can master it well
enough to teach a child to master it, for the craft is a very
delicate one.”” Although this statement suggests that some
women were, in fact, running businesses, it also reveals that
they were viewed as incapable of undertaking all of men’s
activities. Buropeans in the fourteenth century imposed a
division of labor roles between men and women that per-
sisted until the Industrial Revolution.

In practice, however, some women in the fourteenth
century benefited from the effects of the Black Death. The
deaths of many male workers in cities opened up new jobs
for women, such as metalworkers and stevedores. In cloth
making, women were allowed to assume better-paying jobs
as weavers. Brewing became an all-female profession by 1450.

a1
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l“- A LIBERATED WOMAN IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY

DURING THE HIGH AND LATER MIDDLE AGES, women
were increasingly viewed as weak beings who were

unable to play independent roles. One exception in

the fourteenth century was Grazida Lizier, a peasant
woman of Cathar background who lived in the village of
Montaillou in France. She expressed some radical views on
religion and sexuality, as recorded by a Catholic inquisitor
who was questioning her about her potentially heretical views.

The Testimony of Grazida Lizier

When I was married and made love with the priest Pierre, it
did not seem more proper to make love with my husband—
all the same it seemed to me, and I still believe, it was as
little sin with Pierre as with my husband. Did I have any
qualms at the time, or think that such deeds might displease
God? No, I had none, and did not think my lying with Pierre
should displease any living being, since it gave joy to us
both.

If my husband had forbidden it? Supposing he had—
even though he never did—TI still would not have thought
it a sin, because of the shared joy of love. If any man
whatever lies with any women (unless she is related to
him by blood), whether she’s a virgin or has been seduced,

whether in marriage or outside it—all such coupling
of men and women gives displeasure to God, and yet
I'still do not think the partners sin, insofar as their joy is
mutual. . ..

I don’t know but I've heard it said there is a paradise, and
I believe it; I've also heard there is a hell, but that I don’t
believe, though I won't urge it is untrue. I believe there is a
paradise, for it is something good, as I've heard tell; I don't
believe in hell (though I don’t argue against it), for that is
something evil, as people say. I've often heard that we shall
rise again after death—I don’t believe that, though I don’t
discredit it.

I'still believe it is no sin when love-making brings joy
to both partners. I have believed that ever since Pierre first
knew me. No one taught me these ideas except myself.
I haven’t taught them to others—no one has ever asked me
about them.

@ AP® HISTORICAL THINKING SKILL: Sourcing and Situation

) (AP® Theme: SOP) Do you think Grazida answered her
questioners truthfully? What might have happened to
Grazida after the Inquisition?

Source: E. Delamotte, N. Meeker, and J. O'Barr, Women Imagine Change (New York: Routledge, 1977), p. 53.

Widows also occasionally carried on their husbands’ shops or
businesses.

MEDIEVAL CHILDREN Parents in the High and later Middle
Ages invested considerable resources and affection in rearing
their children. The dramatic increase in specialized roles that
accompanied the spread of commerce and the growth of
cities demanded a commitment to educating children in the
marketable skills needed for the new occupations. Philip of
Navarre noted in the twelfth century that boys ought to be
taught a trade “as soon as possible. Those who early become
and long remain apprentices ought to be the best masters.”%
Some cities provided schools to educate the young. A chroni-
cler in Florence related that between 8,000 and 10,000 boys
and girls between the ages of six and twelve attended the
city’s grammar schools, a figure that probably represented
half of all school-aged children. Although grammar school
completed education for girls, some 1,100 boys went on
to six secondary schools that prepared them for business
careers, while another 600 studied Latin and logic in four
other schools that readied them for university training and
a career in medicine, law, or the church. In the High Middle
Ages, then, urban communities demonstrated a commitment
to training the young.

As a result of the devastating effects of the plague and
its recurrences, these same communities became concerned
about investing in the survival and health of children. A
number of hospitals existed in both Florence and Rome in
the fourteenth century, and in the 1420s and 1430s, hospitals
were established that catered only to the needs of foundlings,
supporting them until boys could be taught a trade and girls
could marry.

New Directions in Medicine

The medical community comprised a number of functionar-
ies. At the top of the medical hierarchy were the physicians,
who received their education in the universities, where they
studied ancient authorities, such as Hippocrates and Galen. As
a result, physicians were highly trained in theory but had little
or no clinical practice. By the fourteenth century, they were
educated in six chief medical schools—Salerno, Montpellier,
Bologna, Oxford, Padua, and Paris. Bologna and Padua were
regarded as the most prestigious.

The pre-plague medicine of university-trained physicians
was theoretically grounded in the classical Greek theory of
the “four humors,” each connected to a particular organ:
blood (from the heart), phlegm (from the brain), yellow bile
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(from the liver), and black bile (from the spleen). Because
the four humors corresponded in turn to the four elemen-
ta] qualities of the universe—air (blood), water (phlegm),
fire (yellow bile), and earth (black bile)—a human being
was considered a microcosm of the cosmos. Good health
resulted from a perfect balance of the four humors; sickness
meant that the humors were out of balance. The task of the
medieval physician was to restore proper order through a
aumber of remedies, such as rest, diet, herbal medicines, or
bloodletting.

Beneath the physicians in the hierarchy of the medical
profession stood the surgeons, whose activities included
performing operations, setting broken bones, and bleeding
patients. Their knowledge was based largely on practical
experience. Below surgeons were midwives, who delivered
babies, and barber-surgeons, who were less trained than
surgeons and performed menial tasks such as bloodlet-
ting and setting simple bone fractures. Barber-surgeons
supplemented their income by shaving and cutting hair
and pulling teeth. Apothecaries also constituted part of
the medical establishment. They filled herbal prescriptions
recommended by physicians and also prescribed drugs on
their own authority.

All of these medical practitioners proved unable to deal
with the plague. When King Philip VI of France requested
the opinion of the medical faculty of the University of Paris
on the plague, their advice proved worthless. This failure to

dAe !‘_’JUF’(eenthCentury Medical Professional. This illustration
Chp‘Ct_S fOurteenth-century French physician and surgeon Guy de
auliac (right) with three patients.

understand the Black Death, however, produced a crisis in
medieval medicine that resulted in some new approaches to
health care.

One result was the rise of surgeons to greater prominence
because of their practical knowledge. Surgeons were now
recruited by universities, which placed them on an equal level
with physicians and introduced a greater emphasis on practical
anatomy into the university curriculum. Connected to this was
a burgeoning of medical textbooks, often written in the ver-
nacular and stressing practical, how-to approaches to medical
and surgical problems.

Finally, as a result of the plague, cities, especially in Italy,
gave increased attention to public health and sanitation. Pub-
lic health laws were instituted, and municipal boards of health
came into being. The primary concern of the latter was to pre-
vent plague, but gradually they came to control almost every
aspect of health and sanitation. Boards of public health, consist-
ing of medical practitioners and public officials, were empow-
ered to enforce sanitary conditions, report on and attempt to
isolate epidemics by quarantine (rarely successful), and regulate
the activities of doctors.

Inventions and New Patterns .

Despite its problems, the fourteenth century witnessed a con-
tinuation of the technological innovations that had character-
ized the High Middle Ages.

THE cLock The most extraordinary of these inventions,
and one that made a visible impact on European cities, was
the clock. The mechanical clock was invented at the end
of the thirteenth century but not perfected until the fourteenth.
The time-telling clock was actually a by-product of a larger
astronomical clock. The best-designed one was constructed
by Giovanni di Dondi in the mid-fourteenth century. Dondi’s
clock contained the signs of the zodiac but also struck on
the hour. Since clocks were expensive, they were usually
installed only in the towers of churches or municipal build-
ings. The first clock striking equal hours was in a church
in Milan; in 1335, a chronicler described it as “a wonderful
clock, with a very large clapper which strikes a bell twenty-
four times according to the twenty-four hours of the day
and night and thus at the first hour of the night gives one
sound, at the second two strikes...and so distinguishes
one hour from another, which is of greatest use to men of
every degree.””

Clocks revolutionized how people thought about and used
time. Throughout most of the Middle Ages, time was deter-
mined by natural rhythms (daybreak and nightfall) or church
bells that were rung at more or less regular three-hour intervals,
corresponding to the ecclesiastical offices of the church. Clocks
made it possible for people to plan their day and organize activi-
ties around the regular striking of bells. This brought a new
regularity into the lives of workers and merchants, defining
urban existence and enabling merchants and bankers to see the
value of time in a new way.
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EYEGLASSES AND pAPER Like clocks, eyeglasses were
introduced in the thirteenth century but not refined until
the fourteenth. Even then they were not particularly
effective by modern standards and were still extremely
expensive. The high cost of parchment forced people to
write in extremely small script; eyeglasses made it more
readable. At the same time, a significant change in writ-
ing materials occurred in the fourteenth century when
parchment was supplemented by much cheaper paper
made from cotton rags. Although it was more subject to
insect and water damage than parchment, medieval paper
was actually superior to modern papers made of high-acid
wood pulp.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

In the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth centuries, European
civilization developed many of its fundamental features. Ter-
ritorial states, parliaments, capitalist trade and industry, banks,
cities, and vernacular literature were all products of that fertile
period. During the same time, the Catholic Church under the
direction of the papacy reached its apogee.

Fourteenth-century European society, however, was chal-
lenged by an overwhelming number of crises that led to the
disintegration of medieval civi-
lization. At mid-century, one
of the most destructive natural
disasters in history erupted—the
Black Death, a devastating plague
that wiped out at least one-third
of the European population,
with even higher mortality rates
in urban areas. Reactions varied.
Some people escaped into alco-
hol, sex, and crime. Others, such as the flagellants, believing the
Black Death to be a punishment from God, attempted to atone
for people’s sins through self-inflicted pain. In many areas, the
Jews became scapegoats. Economic crises and social upheav-
als, including a decline in trade and industry, bank failures,
and peasant revolts pitting the lower classes against the upper
classes, followed in the wake of the
Black Death.

Political stability also declined,
especially during the Hundred
Years’ War, a long, drawn-out
conflict between the English and
the French. Armored knights on
horseback formed the backbone

k3

GUNPOWDER AND cANNoNns Invented earlier by the Chi-
nese, gunpowder also made its appearance in the West in the
thirteenth century. The use of gunpowder eventually brought
drastic changes to European warfare. Its primary use was in can-
nons, although early cannons were prone to blow up, making
them as dangerous to the people firing them as to the enemy.
Even as late as 1460, an attack on a castle using an enormous
Flemish cannon called the “Lion” proved disastrous for the
Scottish king James II when the “Lion” blew up, killing the king
and a number of his retainers. Continued improvement in the
construction of cannons, however, soon made them extremely
valuable in reducing both castles and city walls. Gunpowder
made castles, city walls, and armored knights obsolete.

of medieval armies, but English peasants using the longbow
began to change the face of war. After numerous defeats,
the French cause was saved by Joan of Arc, a young peasant
woman whose leadership inspired the French, who also began
to rely on cannon and were victorious by 1453.

The Catholic Church, too, experienced a crisis. The con-
frontation between Pope Boniface VIII and Philip IV of France
led to a loss of papal power and
the removal of the papacy to Avi-
gnon on France’s border in 1305.
The absence of the popes from
Rome created a new crisis, but
the return of the papacy to Rome
in 1377 only led to new problems
with the Great Schism, which wit-
nessed the spectacle of two com-
peting popes condemning each other as the Antichrist. A new
conciliar movement based on the belief that church councils,
not popes, should rule the church finally ended the Great
Schism in 1417.

All of these crises seemed to overpower Europeans in this
calamitous fourteenth century. Not surprisingly, much of the
art of the period depicted the Four Horsemen of the Apoca-
lypse described in the New Testament Book of Revelation:
Death, Famine, Pestilence, and War. No doubt, to some people,
the last days of the world appeared to be at hand. European
society, however, proved remarkably resilient. Already in the
fourteenth century new ideas and practices were beginning to
emerge, as often happens in periods of crisis. As we shall see
in the next chapter, the pace of change began to quicken as
Burope experienced a rebirth of classical culture that some his-
torians have called the Renaissance.
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AP® REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER 1

pultiple-Choice Questions
QUESTIONS 1-4 REFER TO THE FOLLOWING EXCERPT.

#In the year of Our Lord 1348 the deadly plague broke out
in the great city of Florence, most beautiful of ltalian cities.
Whether through the operation of the heavenly bodies
or because of our own iniquities which the just wrath of
God sought to correct, the plague had arisen in the East
some years before, causing the death of countless human
beings. It spread without stop from one place to another,
until, unfortunately, it swept over the West. Neither
knowledge nor human foresight availed against it, though
the city was cleansed of much filth by chosen officers in
charge and sick persons were forbidden to enter it, while
advice was broadcast for the preservation of health. Nor
did humble supplications serve. Not once but many times
they were ordained in the form of processions and other
ways for the propitiation of God by the faithful, but, in spite
of everything, toward the spring of the year the plague
began to show its ravages.”

—Giovanni Boccaccio, The Decameron, 1348-1353

—

. The excerpt would be most useful to historians as a source

of information about which of the following?

(A) The role of religion in Florence during the mid-
fourteenth century

(B) The harshness of life in Florence during the mid-
fourteenth century

(C) The ways in which the plague spread throughout
Europe during the fourteenth century

(D) The role of Florence in the Italian peninsula

2. The excerpt best reflects an effort by Boccaccio to

(A) encourage efforts to slow down the spread of the
plague.

(B) display that all attempts to end the plague were
failures.

(C) explain medieval efforts to both justify and slow down
the spread of the plague.

(D) relate the plague to humans’ sinful behavior.

- Boccaccio’s reference to the spread of the plague is
best understood in the context of which of the
following?

(A) The plague spread mostly to areas that were along
river routes and bodies of water.

(B) The plague spread mostly in eastern European
cities,

(C) The plague spread mostly to areas that were along
commercial trade routes.

(D) The plague spread mostly to rural areas.

\

4. One result of the plague was that

(A) the Jewish population was entirely removed from the
Iberian Peninsula. ~

(B) many Jews fled eastward to Russia and Poland to
escape persecution in the West.

(C) flagellant groups attempted to convert non-Christians
in an attempt to end the plague.

(D) the flagellant movement grew throughout the rest of
the fourteenth century.

QUESTIONS 5-7 REFER TO THE FOLLOWING EXCERPT
FROM A POEM.

The year of fourteen twenty-nine
The sun came out to shine again

It brings the season new and good,
Which we had not directly seen

Too long a time, while many passed
Their lives in sorrow: | am one.

But now, no longer do | grieve
Because | see what pleases me

And you, the King of France, King Charles,
The seventh of that noble name,

Who fought a mighty war before

Good fortune came at all to you:

Do, now, observe your dignity

Exalted by the Maid, who bent

Your enemies beneath the flag

In record time (that's something new!)

And people thought that it would be
Impossible indeed for you

To ever have your country back

For it was nearly lost; but now,

It's clearly yours; no matter who

Has done you wrong, it's yours once more,
And through the clever Maid who did

Her part therein—thanks be to God! . . .

When | reflect upon your state

The youthful maiden that you are,

To whom God gives the force and strength
To be the champion and the one

To suckle France upon her milk

Of peace, the sweetest nourishment

To overthrow the rebel host:

The wonder passes Nature's work!

—Christine de Pizan,
“The Song of Joan of Are,” July 31, 1429
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. Based on the poem, it can be inferred that Christine de Pizan

(A) believed that Joan of Arc would be a more effective
military leader than King Charles VII.

(B) was afraid that King Charles’s future military actions
would lead to defeat.

(C) was suspicious of King Charles.

(D) believed that France had gained a heroine and a new
sense of nationalism as a result of the 1429 Battle of
Orléans.

. What country did Christine de Pizan consider the “rebel

host” in the second to last line of the fourth stanza above?
(A) England

(B) Italy

(C) Spain

(D) The Holy Roman Empire

. In addition to the ideas stated in the poem, another reason

that the French were able to win the Hundred Years’ War

was

(A) the strong leadership that existed in France through-
out the duration of the war.

(B) that they were able to use the longbow and crossbow
more effectively than their enemies.

(C) the effective use of gunpowder and the cannon
toward the end of the war.

(D) that they had more allies than their enemies.

QUESTIONS 8-10 REFER TO THE FOLLOWING EXCERPT.

“We are compelled, our faith urging us, to believe and to
hold—and we do firmly believe and simply confess—that
there is one holy catholic and apostolic church, outside of
which there is neither salvation nor remission of sins. . ..

We are told by the word of the gospel that in His fold there
are two swords—a spiritual, namely, and a temporal. . . .
One sword, moreover ought to be under the other, and the
temporal authority to be subjected to the spiritual. . . .

Indeed we declare, announce and define, that it is
altogether necessary to salvation for every human creature
to be subject to the Roman pontiff.”

—Pope Boniface VIIl, Unam Sanctam, 1302

. Which of the following was the most immediate cause for

the ideas expressed in the excerpt?

(A) Pope Boniface’s desire to control the Italian peninsula

(B) Pope Boniface’s desire to assert the power of the
papacy over the power of a monarch

(C) The desire to influence the spread of Roman Catholi-
cism into non-Catholic areas of Europe

(D) The desire to keep the papacy in Rome

. One immediate result of the Unam Sanctam was

(A) increased prestige for the papacy.

(B) Pope Boniface’s excommunication of Philip IV of France.

(C) acceptance of Pope Boniface’s claims by most
European monarchs.

(D) the Great Schism.
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10. A major change that occurred within a few years of the

Unam Sanctam was

(A) the movement of the papacy to Avignon.
(B) the growth of the conciliar movement.
(C) the defeat and exile of Philip IV of France.
(D) the defeat and exile of Pope Boniface.

Short-Answer Questions
QUESTION 1 REFERS TO THE FOLLOWING PAINTING.

Giotto, Lamentation, 1305~1306

1. Giotto’s artwork represents a significant break from tradi-

tional Buropean artwork up until this era.

A) Briefly explain ONE feature of this painting that
was not significantly different from paintings prior
to this. i

B) Briefly explain ONE feature of Giotto’s work that led
to significant changes in European art.

C) Briefly explain ANOTHER feature of Giotto’s work
that led to significant changes in European art.

Answer all parts of the question that follows.

A) Briefly explain ONE important similarity between the
French Peasant Revolt of 1358 known as the Jacquerie
and the English Peasant Revolt of 1381.

B) Briefly explain ONE important difference between the
French Peasant Revolt of 1358 known as the Jacquerie
and the English Peasant Revolt of 1381.

C) Briefly analyze ONE factor that accounts for the dif-
ference you identified in part B.

Scrovegni Chapel, Padua, ltaly//Scala/Art Resource, NY




