
Orange Shirt Day 
September 30, 2020

Honoring Boarding School Traumas and the Journey to Healing



What is Orange Shirt Day?

Please click on this link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=E3vUqr01kAk&feature=emb_logo






Elementary School Activity
Read Along - When We Were Alone By David Robertson and Julie Flett 
● K-2 - Pick one or all questions:

○ 1) Have you ever got a haircut you didn’t like? 2) Has 
someone ever told you that you had to wear something you 
didn’t want to? 3) Have you ever been told that you couldn’t 
speak the same language as your family? 
■ How did or would that make you feel?

● 3-5 - Paper Orange Shirt Activity:
○ On an orange paper t-shirt, ask your students to write one 

sentence to Nohkom.
■ In one sentence, what would you tell Nohkom so that 

she didn’t feel alone at school?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pv6uX0a91dM


Middle School Activity

Digital Book Talk - I Am Not A Number Written by Jenny Kay 
Dupuis and Kathy Kacer Illustrated by Gillian Newland

Discussion Questions:

1. Do you think Irene ever made it back home to her 
family? Why?

2. Do you think this experience affects Irene today? Why?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TO8sHZYxC8


High School Activity

● Picture Comparison Activity Link

http://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/sites/all/files/docs-lessonplans/CIS-LessonPlan-AnalyzingPhotos.pdf


Additional Resources

● NPR - American Indian Boarding Schools Haunt Many
● Carlisle Indian School Project
● Video - NARF (Native American Rights Fund)

Haudenosaunee Children's Power Song Performed By
 Nettie Fish, Hailey Fish, and Rhiannon Boyd

https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=16516865
https://carlisleindianschoolproject.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=8HZgmJmdpf8&feature=emb_logo

