
Downingtown Area School District Summer Reading  
AP English Literature and Composition 

We strongly recommend you purchase the books to be read, if at all possible, so you can highlight passages and 
make marginal notes.  

Part I: Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between 
the Lines (Revised Edition) by Thomas C. Foster.  This practical and oftentimes amusing guide to literature is 
the perfect companion for making your reading experiences more enriching, satisfying, and fun.  The author is a 
Professor of English at the University of Michigan, Flint, where he teaches classes in contemporary fiction, 
drama and poetry as well as creative writing and composition.  

Part II:  Read Frankenstein by Mary Shelley.  This novel resonates with philosophical and moral ramifications: 
themes of nurture versus nature, good versus evil, and ambition versus social responsibility dominate readers' 
attention and provoke thoughtful consideration of the most sensitive issues of our time and is often listed as a 
choice for the free response essay on the AP English Literature and Composition exam. To prepare for the 
assignment that follows, make notes* in the margins (or on Post-it notes) of Frankenstein and/or take notes of 
your observations during and immediately after you read.  Your observations of the work need not be complete 
sentences and should include those literary features identified in Foster’s book.  Some topics for consideration 
include: 

• The role of weather, food, water, sex, and sight 
• The role of violence, illness, blindness, and death 
• The role of flight, the supernatural, and mythology 
• The role of allusions, symbols, and irony. 

Assignment: Now that you have read How to Read Literature Like a Professor, you should put his ideas into 
practice.  After reading Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, you will be required to submit a two-to-three page 
analytical reflection based on conclusions drawn from your observations.  In other words, what patterns of 
meaning do you recognize and how do they relate to the novel?  This is an analytical reflection NOT a five-
paragraph essay; it should have a cohesive and cogent focus (like every paper you write).  Be sure to frequently 
integrate quoted words/phrases (as opposed to dropping in entire lines of text) and refer to specific examples; 
details always authenticate your ideas. 

*Your instructor may collect these notes when you return to school in August. 
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