
9th Grade Summer Reading 

Genres 

• Realistic Fiction - imaginary characters and 
situations that depict the real world. 

• Historical Fiction - fictionalized stories that are set in 
the documented past. 

• Fantasy - imaginary tales of make- believe lands, 
creatures and people. 

• Science Fiction - futuristic settings that are often 
based upon existing or fictionalized scientific 
principles. 

• Mystery/Thriller - thrilling stories with mysterious or 
frightening events. 

• Graphic Novels - fiction and non-fiction containing 
visual and written depictions. 

• Poetry/Short Story Collections - collections of 
poems or short stories. 

• Classics - works of fiction and non-fiction that are 
considered the cannon of literature and/or have been 
historically taught in the English classroom. 

Author Study: Some of the authors you will 
encounter next year. 

• The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury 
• Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson 
• That was Then, This is Now by S.E. Hinton 
• The Tempest by William Shakespeare 

Thematic Connections: Books with thematic 
connections to the works you will read this year. 

• Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the 
Universe by Benjamin Alire Sáenz 
• Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas 
• Shame the Stars by Gudalupe Garcia McCall 
• A Song for Ella Grey by David Almond 
• All My Rage by Sabaa Tahir 
• Lovely War by Julie Berry 
• The Star-Touched Queen by Roshani Chokshi 

Historical/non-fiction connections: Historical 
and non-fiction connections to the works you will read 
this year. 

• Mythology - Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes by 
Edith Hamilton 
• The Greek Myths by Robert Graves 
• Shakespeare - Investigate the Bard's Influence on 
Today's World by Andi Diehn 
• A Year in the Life of William Shakespeare 1599 by 
James Shapiro 

Historical/non-fiction connections (cont.) 

• Miles to Go for Freedom by Linda Barrett Osborne 
• The Strange Career of Jim Crow by C. Vann 
Woodward 

Realistic Fiction 

• I'll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson 
• When Dimple Met Rishi by Sandhya Menon 
• Under the Bridge by Michael Harmon 
• Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein 
• Parrot in the Oven: Mi Vida by Victor Martinez 
• Looking for Alaska by John Green 
• Mosquitoland by David Arnold 

Historical Fiction 

• Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac 
• The Downstairs Girl by Stacey Lee 
• Copper Sun by Sharon M. Draper 
• Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 
• Dread Nation by Justina Ireland 
• We Are Not Free by Traci Chee 

Fantasy 

• Every Day by David Levithan 
• Deep Blue by Jennifer Donnelly 
• Graceling by Kristin Cashore 
• Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir 
• Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
• Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi 

Science Fiction 

• Feed by M.T. Anderson 
• The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer 
• Scythe by Neal Schusterman 
• Red Queen by Victoria Aveuard 
• The 5 Wave by Rick Yancey 

Mystery/Thriller 

• The Clockwork Scarab by Colleen Gleason 
• A Good Girl's Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson 
• The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes 
• Charm & Strange by Stephanie Kuehn 
• Overturned by Lamar Giles 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33569.That_Was_Then_This_Is_Now?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_14
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18601430-deep-blue?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_7


Graphic Novels 

• March: Book One by John Lewis 
• Quincred!ble by Rodney Barnes 
• American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang 
• This One Summer by Mariko Tamaki 
• I Kill Giants by Joe Kelly 
• Be More Chill by Ned Vizzini 

Poetry/Short Story Collections 

• Poetry Speaks: Who I Am edited by Elise Paschen 
• Paint Me Like I Am: Teen Poems from WritersCorps 
• The Rose that Grew from Concrete by Tupac Shakur 
• Pop Sonnets. by Erik Didriksen 
• A Phoenix First Must Burn Edited by Patrice Caldwell 
• A Thousand Beginnings and Endings Edited by Ellen 

Oh 
• His Hideous Heart: 13 of Edgar Allen Poe's Most 

Unsettling Tales Reimagined Edited by Dalia Adler 

Classics 

• The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas 
• The Hounds of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan 

Doyle 
• The Yearling by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 
• A Separate Peace by John Knowles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43887961-a-phoenix-first-must-burn?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_26
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