
10th Grade Summer Reading 

Genres 

• Realistic Fiction - imaginary characters and 
situations that depict the real world. 

• Historical Fiction - fictionalized stories that are set in 
the documented past. 

• Fantasy - imaginary tales of make- believe lands, 
creatures and people. 

• Science Fiction - futuristic settings that are often 
based upon existing or fictionalized scientific 
principles. 

• Mystery/Thriller - thrilling stories with mysterious or 
frightening events. 

• Graphic Novels - fiction and non-fiction containing 
visual and written depictions. 

• Poetry/Short Story Collections - collections of 
poems or short stories. 

• Classics - works of fiction and non-fiction that are 
considered the cannon of literature and/or have been 
historically taught in the English classroom. 

Author Study: Some of the authors you will 
encounter next year. 

• The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury 
• Hard Times by Charles Dickens 
• Breakdowns: Portrait of an Artist by Art 

Spiegleman 
• Electra and Other Plays by Sophocles 

Thematic Connections: Books with thematic 
connections to the works you will read this year. 

• Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 
• The Sun is also a Star by Nicola Yoon 
• Nothing by Janne Teller 
• Love from A to Z by S.K. Ali 
• The Sledding Hill by Chris Crutcher 
• Wool by Hugh Howey 
• The Windup Girl by Paolo Bacigalupi 
• The Beach by Alex Garland 

Historical/non-fiction connections: Historical 
and non-fiction connections to the works you will read 
this year. 

• Man's Search for Meaning by Viktor E. Frankl 
• Touching the Void: The True Story of One Man's 

Miraculous Survival by Joe Simpson 
• The Boy Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip Hoose 

 

Historical/non-fiction connections (cont.) 

• The World's Great Speeches Edited by Lewis 
Copeland 

• Contagious - Why Things Catch On by Jonah Berger 
• How to Win Every Argument by Madsen Pirie 

Realistic Fiction 

• When Dimple Met Rishi by Sandhya Menon 
• All American Boys by Jason Reynolds 
• Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell 
• An Abundance of Katherines by John Green 
• This is Where is Ends by Marieke Nijkamp 
• Before I Fall by Lauren Oliver 

Historical Fiction 

• Copper Sun by Sharon M. Draper 
• Never Fall Down by Patricia McCormick 
• Code Name Verity: I Have Told the Truth by 

Elizabeth Wein 
• Lovely War by Julie Berry 
• Soldier Boys by Dean Hughes 
• Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier 

Fantasy 

• Graceling by Kristin Cashore 
• The Cruel Prince by Holly Black 
• The Astonishing Color of After by Emily X.R. Pan 
• Deep Blue by Jennifer Donnelly 
• The Kiss of Deception by Mary E. Pearson 
• The Fifth Season by N.K. Jemisin 

Science Fiction 

• Feed by M.T. Anderson 
• The Children of Men by PD James 
• Rootless by Chris Howard 
• Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi 
• Airborn by Kenneth Oppel 

Mystery/Thriller 

• Allegedly by Tiffany D. Jackson 
• I am the Messenger by Markus Zusak 
• A Good Girl's Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson 
• Fire Keeper's Daughter by Angeline Boulley 
• Mister Death's Blue-Eyed Girls by Mary Downing 

Hahn 
• The Monstrumologist by Rick Yancey 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/76778.The_Martian_Chronicles?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_12


Graphic Novels 

• Deogratias, A Tale of Rwanda by J.P Stassen 
• Americus by M.K. Reed and Jonathan Hill 
• This One Summer by Mariko Tamaki 
• I Kill Giants by Joe Kelly 
• March: Book One by John Lewis 

Poetry/Short Story Collections 

• I just Hope It's Lethal: Poems of Sadness, Madness, 
and Joy by Liz Rosenberg 

• Voices in the Air: Poems for Listeners by Naomi 
Shihab Nye 

• Unbroken: 13 Stories Starring Disabled Teens Edited 
by Marieke Nijkamp 

• The Radical Element Edited by Jessica Spotswood 
• The Thing Around Your Neck by Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adichie 
• Skeleton Crew by Stephen King 

Classics 

• The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas 
• Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe 
• How to Win Friends & Influence People by Dale 

Carnegie 
• The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
• Moby-Dick by Herman Melville 
• The Red Badge of Courage Introduction by Wendell 

Minor 
• My Ántonia by Willa Cather  
• The Prince by Niccolò Machiavelli 
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