
11th Grade Summer Reading 

Genres 

• Realistic Fiction - imaginary characters and 
situations that depict the real world. 

• Historical Fiction - fictionalized stories that are set in 
the documented past. 

• Fantasy - imaginary tales of make- believe lands, 
creatures and people. 

• Science Fiction - futuristic settings that are often 
based upon existing or fictionalized scientific 
principles. 

• Mystery/Thriller - thrilling stories with mysterious or 
frightening events. 

• Graphic Novels - fiction and non-fiction containing 
visual and written depictions. 

• Poetry/Short Story Collections - collections of 
poems or short stories. 

• Classics - works of fiction and non-fiction that are 
considered the cannon of literature and/or have been 
historically taught in the English classroom. 

Author Study: Some of the authors you will 
encounter next year. 

• Cat on a Hot Tin Roof by Tennessee Williams 
• Tender is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
• Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 
• Going After Cacciato by Tim O'Brien 
• The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

Thematic Connections: Books with thematic 
connections to the works you will read this year. 

• American Street by Ibi Zoboi 
• American Pastoral by Philip Roth 
• The Other Americans by Laila Lalami 
• How to Hang a Witch by Adriana Mather 
• My Side of the Mountain by Jen Craighead George 
• Nick: A Novel by Michael Farris Smith 
• The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah 
• The Glittering Hour by Iona Grey 

Historical/non-fiction connections: Historical 
and non-fiction connections to the works you will read 
this year. 

• If I Die in a Combat Zone Box Me Up and Ship Me 
Home by Tim O'Brien 

• A Map is Only One Story Edited by Nicole Chung 

 

 

Historical/non-fiction connections (cont.) 

• One of Windsor - The untold story of America's first 
witch hanging by Beth M. Caruso 

• The Witches by Stacy Schiff 
• Josephine Baker's Last Dance by Sherry Jones 
• Killers of the Flower Moon: the Osage murders and 

the birth of the FBI by David Grann 
• Anything Goes - the biography of the roaring 

twenties by Lucy Moore 
• The Radium Girls - the dark story of America's 

shining women by Kate Moore 

Realistic Fiction 

• A Very Large Expanse of Sea by Tahereh Mafi 
• Jackpot by Nic Stone 
• Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 
• Beartown by Fredrik Backman 
• Not If I See You First by Eric Lindstrom 
• I, Claudia by Mary McCoy 
• Radio Silence by Alice Oseman 

Historical Fiction 

• Out of the Easy by Ruta Sepetys 
• City of Thieves by David Benioff 
• How Much of These Hills is Gold by C. Pam Zhang 
• The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier Clay by 

Michael Chabon 
• Blood Water Paint by Joy McCullough 
• Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein 
• Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham 

Fantasy 

• Six Crows by Leigh Bardugo 
• Dance of Thieves by Mary E. Pearson 
• The Astonishing Color of After by Emily X. R. Ran 
• The Cruel Prince by Holly Black 
• Gods of Jade and Shadow by Silvia Moreno-Garcia 
• Dig. by A.S. King 

Science Fiction 

• The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline 
• Sky without Stars by Jessica Brody 
• Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi 
• Dry by Neal Shusterman 

 



Science Fiction (cont.) 

• The Infinity Courts by Akemi Dawn Bowman 
• War Girls by Tochi Onyebuchi 

Mystery/Thriller 

• A Good Girl's Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson 
• This is Our Story by Ashley Elston 
• Carrie by Stephen King 
• Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn 
• The Long Goodbye by Raymond Chandler 

Graphic Novels 

• The Arrival by Shaun Tan 
• The Best We Could Do by Thi Bui 
• Almost American Girl by Robin Ha 
• Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up With Me by 

Mariko Tamaki 
• Boxers by Gene Luen Yang 
• Hey, Kiddo by Jarrett J. Krosoczka 

 Poetry/Short Story Collections 

• Carver: Collected Stories by Raymond Carver 
• The Refugees by Viet Thanh Nguyen 
• Nightmares & Dreamscapes by Stephen King 
• Sour Heart by Jenny Hang 
• I Just Hope It's Lethal by Liz Rosenberg 
• Philip Larkin: Collected Poems 
• One Last Word by Nikki Grimes 
• Depression & Other Magic Tricks by Sabrina Benaim 

 Classics 

• The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas 
• A Death in the Family by James Agee 
• One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest by Ken Kesey 
• The Last of the Mohicans by James Fenimore Cooper 
• The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath 
• On the Road by Jack Kerouac 
• The Color Purple by Alice Walker 
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