
12th Grade Summer Reading 

Genres 

• Realistic Fiction - imaginary characters and 
situations that depict the real world. 

• Historical Fiction - fictionalized stories that are set in 
the documented past. 

• Fantasy - imaginary tales of make- believe lands, 
creatures and people. 

• Science Fiction - futuristic settings that are often 
based upon existing or fictionalized scientific 
principles. 

• Mystery/Thriller - thrilling stories with mysterious or 
frightening events. 

• Graphic Novels - fiction and non-fiction containing 
visual and written depictions. 

• Poetry/Short Story Collections - collections of 
poems or short stories. 

• Classics - works of fiction and non-fiction that are 
considered the cannon of literature and/or have been 
historically taught in the English classroom. 

Author Study: Some of the authors you will 
encounter next year. 

• Flying Home by Ralph Ellison 
• Facing Unpleasant Facts by George Orwell 
• Steppenwolf by Herman Hesse 
• The Trial by Franz Kafka 
• The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch 

Albom 

 Thematic Connections: Books with thematic 
connections to the works you will read this year. 

• Little Brother by Cory Doctorow 
• The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Translated by 

Edward Fitzgerald 
• The Parable of the Sower by Octavia E. Butler 
• Wool by Hugh Howey 
• Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 
• All The Birds in the Sky by Charlie Jane Anders 
• The Stranger by Albert Camus 

 Historical/non-fiction connections: Historical 
and non-fiction connections to the works you will read 
this year. 

• Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond 
• Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
• A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson 

 

 

Historical/non-fiction connections (cont.) 

• The Book of Negroes by Lawrence Hill 
• Man's Search for Meaning by Viktor E. Frankl 
• The Daily Coyote by Shreve Stockton 

 Realistic Fiction 

• I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika L. 
Sánchez 

• Love, Hate & Other Filters by Samira Ahmed 
• A Very Large Expanse of Sea by Tahereh Mafi 
• Heroine by Mindy McGinnis 
• You Have a Match by Emma Lord 
• The Lucky List by Rachael Lippincott 

 Historical Fiction 

• In Darkness by Nick Lake 
• The Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian 
• Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith 
• The Things We Cannot Say by Kelly Rimmer 
• Under a Painted Sky by Stacey Lee 
• The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 

 Fantasy 

• Six Crows by Leigh Bardugo 
• The Cruel Prince by Holly Black 
• The Astonishing Color of After by X.R. Pan 
• Dance of Thieves by Mary E. Pearson 
• Stories of Your Life and Others by Ted Chiang 
• Wings of Ebony by J. Elle 
• Forest of a Thousand Lanterns by Julie C. Dao 

Science Fiction 

• Girls with Sharp Sticks by Suzanne Young 
• Want by Cindy Pon 
• Zero Repeat Forever by G.S. Prendergast 
•  This Mortal Coil by Emily Suvada 
• The Diabolic by S.J. Kincaid 
• Rabbit & Robot by Andrew Smith 
• The Dispossessed by Ursula K. Le Guin 

Mystery/Thriller 

• A Good Girl's Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson 
• Fire Keeper's Daughter by Angeline Boulley 
• Little Monsters by Kara Thomas 
• The Bourne Identity by Robert Ludlum 



Mystery/Thriller (cont.) 

• Grown by Tiffany D. Jackson 
• The Girls I've Been by Tess Sharpe 
• Patron Saint of Nothing by Randy Ribay 

Graphic Novels 

• On a Sunbeam by Tillie Walden 
• Zahra's Paradise by Amir Soltani 
• The Photographer by Emmanuel Guibert 
• Through the Woods by Emily Carroll 
• Pyongyang by Guy Delisle 
• DMZ by Brian Wood 

 Poetry/Short Story Collections 

• Dear Life by Alice Munro 
• A Good Man is Hard to Find by Flannery O'Connor 
• Black Enough by Ibi Zoboi 
• Night Shift by Stephen King 
• Poems by Elizabeth Bishop 
• Call Us What We Carry by Amanda Gorman 
• Diving into the Wreck by Adrienne Rich 
• The Trouble with Poetry by Billy Collins 

 Classics 

• We by Yevgeny Zamyatin 
• Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard 
• Rabbit, Run by John Updike 
• The Blithedale Romance by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
• The Importance of Being Earnest and Other Plays by 

Oscar Wilde 
•  Beloved by Toni Morrison 
• Crime and Punishment by Dostoevsky 
• Midnight's Children by Salman Rushdie 
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