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The graduating class of 2020 celebrates where it all began, at the site of the former
Washington Elementary building. Congratulations to all of our seniors!
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On Friday, June 12th, Coloma High School cele-
brated the graduation of the Class of 2020, the 126th
graduating class from CHS. 105 seniors walked
across the stage to receive their congratulations from
Principal Michael Churchill, and their diplomas from
Heidi Ishmael, President of the Board of Education.
We wish the best of luck in the future to all of our
graduates!!

Brenna Prescott (at right) is the recipient of the
Green and Gold Award. Breanna is the daughter of
Amanda Prescott. Brenna’s extra-curricular activities
include National Honor Society, Tennis, and Year-
book. She plans to attend the University of Michi-
gan.




HIGHEST SCHOLASTIC HONORS - CLASS OF 2020

Coloma High School has announced the top honor students for the Class of 2020! Following a tradition of many
years, all top honor students are equally recognized.

Eight girls and two boys make up Coloma's high-ranking scholastic students for the Class of 2020. All of these
young people have achieved a high standard of academic accomplishments, as well as maintaining excellent citi-
zenship and attendance records. There is no limit to the number of students who may earn honor recognition if
they meet scholastic standards set by the school. Principal Churchill emphasized that no distinction as to the
rank is made among those who are in the honor group. The students earning top honors this year are:

Morgan Hosbein is the daughter of Chris & Amy Hosbein. Morgan’s extra-curricular activities include Na-
tional Honor Society, Student Council, Yearbook, Varsity Bowling, and Band (Concert, Marching, Jazz). Mor-
gan plans on attending the University of Michigan to pursue a major in Neuroscience.

Brenna Prescott is the daughter of Amanda Prescott. Brenna’s extra-curricular activities include National
Honor Society, Student Council, Yearbook, and Tennis. Brenna plans on attending the University of Michigan
to pursue a career in Investigative Journalism.

Nicholas Eastman is the son of Rand & Susie Eastman. Nicholas’ extra-curricular activities include Nation-
al Honor Society, Baseball, Football, Soccer, and JV Basketball. Nicholas plans on attending Adrian College to
pursue a career in Physical Therapy.

Megan Koenigshof is the daughter of Kurt & Tammy Koenigshof. Megan’s extra-curricular activities in-
clude National Honor Society, Student Council, Softball, Basketball, and Cross Country. Megan plans on at-
tending Grand Valley State University to major in Biology.

Emma Vandermolen is the daughter of Lucas & Cindy Vandermolen. Emma’s extra-curricular activities
include Varsity Soccer, Cross Country, and Volunteering at the North Berrien Senior Center as well as peer tu-
toring. Emma plans on attending Lake Michigan College to major in Elementary Education.

Isabelle Stevens is the daughter of Cande Rutherford and Rich Stevens. Isabelle’s extra-curricular activities
include Tennis, Jazz Band, and National Honor Society. Isabelle is planning on attending Lake Michigan Col-
lege.

Marissa Sherburn is the daughter of David & Juliet Sherburn. Marissa’s extra-curricular activities are Na-
tional Honor Society, Varsity Basketball, Volleyball, Track, and Cross Country. Marissa is planning on attend-
ing Ferris State University and major in Biology.

Megan Neubecker is the daughter of Steve & Shannon Neubecker. Megan’s extra-curricular activities in-
clude National Honor Society, Softball, Basketball, Volleyball and working. Megan plans on attending Lake
Michigan College majoring in Accounting.

Alice Askren is the daughter of Richard Askren and Sarah Strzyzykowski. Alice’s extra-curricular activities
include Marching & Jazz Band, Solo Ensemble (District & State), and All-Star/Honor Bands. Alice plans on
attending Appalachian State and majoring in Music Performance and Composition.

Ian Ishmael is the son of Tim & Heidi Ishmael. Ian’s extra-curricular activities include National Honor So-
ciety, Student Council, Band, Football, Wrestling, Baseball, and Mr. Coloma. Ian plans on attending

The United States Naval Academy.
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Athletic Awards
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Male Athlete of the Year Female Athlete of the Year Neil Peters
Cole Alsup Megan Koenigshof Academic/Athlete
Megan Neubecker

SAC Academic All Conference

Vanessa Crisenbery -~ Baseball coaches

Nick Eastman % Rand Eastman,

— Kevin
Amaria Echols —  VanPeteghem &
Kelsey Ellis Jack Goodrick
Ian Ishmael delivering senior
, awards to Jacob
Megan Koenigshof Hammond &
Megan Neubecker Conner Bittner.

Marissa Sherburn

Senior Band Members
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Congratulations to our scholar athletes!!

John Phillip Sousa Award

Alice Askren was
presented with the
John Phillip Sousa
Award. Alice
played the alto saxo-
phone in the concert,
marching, jazz and
pep bands. She
plans to attend Uni-
versity of Michigan
to major in music.

(Missing is Alec DeLaTorre)



Junior High News

AMERICAN LEGION AWARDS
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2020 American Legion Award Winners - Alyse

Grenon and Boden Genovese are the 2020 Coloma

Junior High recipients of the American Legion
Award from Post 362. Alyse is the daughter of
Andrea Brule & Courtney Grenon. Boden is the
son of Theresa & David Genovese. This honor is
awarded to 8th grade students who demonstrate
citizenship, courage, industry, honor, loyalty, and
scholarship throughout their elementary years as
selected by staff and students. Congratulations
Alyse and Boden! We are proud to have you repre-
sent our school family.

Gavin Morlock (L) and Amber Cheek (R) were pre-
sented with the 2020 Band Director’s Awards. Gavin
plays baritone and Amber plays percussion in the

Junior High Band. Congratulations!! Jﬁ

6th Grade

Ava Cartwright &
Brayden Symonds
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7th Grade

Karen Alvarez Maltos &
Cole Hartmann
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&th Grade

Payton Penkal &
Trevor Massey
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The above students are the recipients of the Principal’s
Award for Coloma Junior High. These selections are
made by the Principal, Wendy Tremblay based on staff
input and in recognition of outstanding character, citi-
zenship, and dedication to upholding Coloma standards
during the 2019-2020 school year.

Our Spanish II students spent time learning the lan-
guage and learning about the culture & history. Stu-
dents applied some of their learning regarding the Cas-
tells in Tarragona, Spain by building their own castles!
Thank you Mrs. Ferris for this hands on learning and
collaboration in the classroom!




Flementary & Intermediate News

Kids Read Now

Coloma Elementary & Coloma Intermediate have partnered with Kids Read
Now to prevent the summer reading slide and close the achievement gap.
All students (Young 5’s - 5th grade) will be participating in the program that
runs through August 31st. Students choose 9 new, free books they want to
read over summer. Each time a student reads and reports a book by phone,
text, or online, the next book is shipped to their home. With the COVID-19
closure, reading over the summer is more important now than ever to help
students maintain what they have learned.

March is Reading Month SUMMER TUTORS
The theme of this years reading month was Oh the . . .
Places You’ll Go. With their Literary Passports, stu- We ha\_/e a list of teachers interested in
dents were able to read books of their choice from tutoring students over the summer.
different literary genres. There were guest readers Contact the Administration Office at
and students could earn prizes as they read as many 269-468-2424 and we can connect you
books as they could during the month. with summer tutor information.

Preschool & YSs / Kind. Registration
If you have a child who will be:

4 yrs old by Sept. 1, 2020 you can register
online for preschool!

5 yrs old by Sept. 1, 2020 you can register
online for Young 5’s or kindergarten!

Go to the Coloma Elementary website for
more details.

Coloma Elementary & Intermediate students were able to participate in a Virtual Spirit week during our
remote learning! Each day during spirit week families were able to submit photos that got posted to
their building’s Face Book page.
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Tell us about yourself (year graduated from CHS, family, job, educations, where your living,
— efc).

| graduated from Coloma way back in 2009 (time really does fly!). After graduating, | attended New
Mexico Military Institute in Roswell, New Mexico for 1 year as a Falcon Foundation Scholar. Essen-
tially my ACT scores needed work before being accepted into the United States Air Force Academy.
After that year in NMMI, | received my acceptance to USAFA and graduated in 2014 with a focus in Business Manage-
ment. During my senior year, | was selected to attend pilot training in Enid, Oklahoma and completed that training in
April, 2016. Afterwards, | then became a tanker pilot. | then moved to Okinawa, Japan as my first base and just re-
cently moved to Tampa, Florida where there is much, much less snow thankfully! | currently live there with my fiancé
Kaitlin and we are excited to be getting married this year.

What was your favorite subject/class and/or teacher in school?
My favorite subject at Coloma would be math with Mrs. Vegter, mostly because | wasn'’t half bad at it. | would say that
gym was a close second with Bruce Dings.

What activities, clubs, or sports did you participate in?
| participated in the National Honors Society, ran track in the 400m & 800m, played football, and wrestled all four
years.

How did your education at CHS prepare you for your post-secondary education or the workforce?

Coloma helped in preparing me for life after high school tremendously. The classes there made the transition to col-
lege seamless, allowing me to perform well in classes throughout my college term. My time at Coloma taught me how
to focus on schoolwork in order to become successful, while also creating lifelong relationships that continue today.

Why or what makes you proud to be a Comet?

What makes me proud to be a Comet is that | never would have achieved what | have so far in life if it hadn’t been for
Coloma. The challenges as well as the successes while attending Coloma have allowed me to pursue a fulfilling ca-
reer so far. If not for the foundation that was laid there, | never would have been able to survive college or life thereaf-
ter.

What advice would you give current CHS Comets to prepare them for life after high school?

If I were to give any advice to current Comets, | would say that the balance between school and fun is essential. | am
not saying that school can’t be fun but you need to focus and work hard in school because that will open more possi-
bilities after graduating than you realize. You have your lifetime to goof off and have fun, but succeeding in school will
allow you to enjoy your life. With that being said, you have to find something that you enjoy outside of school as well.
Join a sports team or find an activity that is fun to you because that hard work you put into school will mean so much
less if you don’t enjoy your life as well.

INSPIRE TO ACHIEVE @ EMPOWER FOR SUCCESS



Congratulations - On to 2020-21

by David Ehlers, Superintendent of Schools

The close of the 2019-20 school year signifies an opportunity for everyone in education to reflect, evaluate,
and adjust with regards to the services we provide our community and students. This year was certainly
like none other before it and we could lament at that fact, or we could choose to use what we learned to im-
prove! Coloma Community Schools will be a better place for kids and learning because of our experiences
this past school year!

This edition of our district newsletter traditionally focuses on recognizing our students for their accomplish-
ments and their successes! In keeping with that tradition, | would like to congratulate the Class of 2020 for
enduring the challenges they faced this past spring and coming out stronger than before. In many ways,
the graduation for the Class of 2020 is one of my fondest memories in my 19 years at Coloma Community
Schools. All the smiling faces and positive feedback from our families made all the planning worthwhile in
the end.

This summer we will be using dollars generated from the Sinking Fund to replace the roofs on our High
School and Gymnasium as well as upgrading the lighting in our HS/JH west parking lot. In addition, the
west lot will be completely repaved, painted, and curbs added to help direct the flow of traffic so our stu-
dents are safer during start and dismissal times. The Board of Education and | are very appreciative of the
community support for the passage of the Sinking Fund and the work to our infrastructure that we can do
without having to funnel dollars away from educating our students!

Please stay tuned to our social media accounts as | will use them to keep you abreast of any developments
this summer as we plan for the 2020-21 school year!

Stay safe, healthy, and positive while enjoying the summer!
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the high school is being repaved and
buildings are being worked on, the Monday, August 31, 2020

We’re Still Here! - 2020 - 2021 School Year

Even though the west parking lot of % g First day of school for students: &
W

high school and Administration offices are still open!! o
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If you still have school books, Chromebooks, etc. to re-
turn, these items can be dropped off at the high school
office.

PRRLRLRRWR
~=
\“ a S

If you need to enroll a new student or have business at
the Administration Office, please call ahead to schedule

an appointment at 269-468-2424. For more building news School Newsletter
Summer hours for both offices are: please see the building
Monday - Thursday 8 am - 2 pm newsletters found on our website at

Friday 8 am - Noon www.ccs.coloma.org then select the building.
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Contacts pAS
Shelley Mazigian » NEW families to the Coloma school district
269-468-2598 “r will have just one stop, at our Administration
smaigangoccoloma org 7 Office, to start the initial-enrollment process
w for all of their school aged students.
Coloma Food Service announces the < .
sponsorship of the Summer Food Service n Please see our website at
Program for children. Free meals will be 3
made available to children 18 years of * . .WW.CCS.CO|Oma.9rg .
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Je Coloma and need to enroll your child(ren) or
" if you have any questions.
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NEW DROP BOX FOR AFTER SCHOOL

There will be a secure drop box mount-

Heeoe= ed an the outside wall at th
High School this summer.
School Flu Vaccination Clinics It can be used it to drop off documents,
Coloma Community Schools will once again be of- school paperwork or communicatjons to
fering a free flu clinic for all of our staff and students district staff .
in the fall. More information will be available in our Look foﬁﬁm-

v box!
back-to-school packets in the fall for this years clinic. :

A

52 2 2

»e

Ag
pAG
7;’\\(

% % o

Ye

X N %

A
S



