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NEWS FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT MR. DAVID EHLERS

The first semester has been a busy one this year! Our staff has been working very hard
on goals that are laid out in our Strategic Plan and School Improvement Plan that are cen-
tered on promoting student achievement through a variety of objectives and actions. The
work being done will ensure that the quality of education provided by Coloma Community
Schools continues to improve and produce greater results for our students!

Earlier this year, the School Board asked that | set up a mid-cycle review of our Strategic
Plan that was adopted in 2016. So in mid-September, 18 members of the original Strategic Planning Team
met with our consultant, Dr. Tim Westerberg, and reviewed the plan as well as our progress towards our
goals. While the team acknowledged we still have work to do to reach our goals, they felt we were on the
right track and did not recommend any formal revisions or changes to the plan. They did provide some ad-
ditional focus and ideas that the administration is already using as we work toward achieving our goals!

As part of our Continuous Improvement Cycle, a survey was sent out to all our parents to complete and |
want to thank all of you that took the time to complete the survey. Your efforts gave us valuable feedback
that will help promote growth. Our District School Improvement Team is working to break down the data
and use to help better our district!

Finally, we have spent the first semester working with our construction management firm to get ready for
work to be done this summer with funds generated by our Sinking Fund. Last month the Board of Education
approved all the contractors and bids to reroof the old sections of Coloma High School and the High School
Gymnasium as well as completely redo the west parking lot, put new lights in the west parking lot, and pro-
vide signage for some areas in the district. This work will begin as soon as school is out in June and will be
completed just before school starts in the fall. This project has an estimated cost of $2.5 million dollars and
will eat up just over half of the dollars generated by the Sinking Fund over its life (10 years). In the interest
of transparency, we have created a page on our district maintenance web page that will be updated periodi-
cally to show the community how the Sinking Fund dollars are spent.

Thank you for your continued support!

#CometPride
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Tell us about yourself (year graduated from CHS, family, job, educations, where are you living,
etc).

I’'m a 2001 Coloma graduate and from there went on to Eastern Michigan University where |
completed my bachelor’s degree in journalism with a minor in communications in 2005. | cur-
rently reside in Mason with my wife, Stephanie and our 3-year old son Jackson and 4-month old
daughter Kaylee. | have been employed as a sports reporter at the Lansing State Journal since
October 2010 and am primarily dedicated to covering high school sports and Michigan State
women’s basketball. I’'m part of the Associated Press statewide voting panel for high school football and
boys and girls basketball.

What was your favorite subject/class and/or teacher in school?

| enjoyed many courses | took during my time at Coloma and got value out of many. The service learning class
taught by Mrs. Cathy Haley was a valuable experience for me, while | also enjoyed taking Spanish taught
by Mrs. Elias Zechiel. The most valuable to me that pertained to my career path were the journalism /
yearbook class taught by Mrs. Andrea Smith and some of the English courses taught by Mrs. Stephanie
Werkema. While we produced just a few editions of a newspaper, the experience of taking photos and
piecing photos together and laying out a yearbook are things that have directly correlated to my profes-
sional career at times. And as a writer, | obviously use those English skills daily.

What activities, clubs, or sports did you participate in?

| was involved in a lot of different things during my time at CHS. | was in the Spanish Club, National Honor So-
ciety, Fellowship of Christian Students and a class officer throughout my entire high school career. The
sports | participated in were soccer, track and field and basketball.

How did your education at CHS prepare you for your post-secondary education or the workforce?

My education was very valuable for me. The diverse environment then at Coloma was a great setting in pre-
paring for the real world and the many different people from all walks of life that | encounter in my job.
The preparation and the teachers that pushed me also were beneficial to me.

Why or what makes you proud to be a Comet?

I’'m very proud of my hometown and where | came from because those experiences have helped shape the
person that | am. What makes me most proud to be a Comet is the great community | was surrounded by
during my upbringing. | also enjoy seeing other graduates from Coloma going on to do well and find suc-
cess in their respective careers. There are a lot of Coloma graduates making contributions to society in a
variety of different fields.

What advice would you give current CHS Comets to prepare them for life after high school?

My advice for current students is to make the most of the opportunities provided through the school district. |
also think students should know that being from a small town shouldn’t limit what you can go on to
achieve and to set future goals and aspirations high.



2019-20 School Calendar
2nd semester

January 2020
W 15 2-Hour Late Start

M 20 No School - MLK Day
Th 23 K-5 Full Day / 6-12 Half Day
F 24 K-12 Half Day
End of 2nd Marking Period & 1st Semester
W 29 2-Hour Late Start

February 2020
W 12 2-Hour Late Start

F 14 No School - Mid Winter Break
M 17 No School - Mid Winter Break
W 26 2-Hour Late Start

March 2020

W 11 2-Hour Late Start

W 25 2-Hour Late Start

F 27 End of 3rd Marking Period

April 2020
F 3 K-12 Half Day

Spring Break: April 6-10
M 13 CLASSES RESUME
W 22 2-Hour Late Start
MANDATED STATE TESTING MAY CAUSE ATERED
SCHEDULES IN APRIL/MAY

May 2020
W 6  2-Hour Late Start

W 20 2-Hour Late Start
M 25 NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day
F 29 Graduation - 7:00 p.m. CHS Gymnasium

June 2020

T 9 K-12 Half Day

W 10 K- 12 Half Day; LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
Th 11 Possible snow day make up

F 12 Possible snow day make up

Is a move in your future?
If you are considering mov-
ing and it might be out of the
district, please contact the
Administration Office at 269-
468-2424 for details on how
your student can remain in
Coloma Schools!

School Closings and Two-Hour Delays

When weather or road conditions make travel unsafe it
often becomes necessary to close or delay schools. Typi-
cally a decision to close or delay schools will be made by
5:30 am, however, changing conditions may extend the
decision-making process to 6:00 am. When the decision
to delay or close is made, local radio and television sta-
tions are immediately notified. School Messenger com-
munications are also initiated.

As an alternative to closing school during inclement
weather, the school may choose to delay the start of clas-
ses for two hours in anticipation of improving weather
and road conditions. The decision will be reviewed be-
tween 7:00 and 8:00 am, to determine whether to contin-
ue with the two hour delay or cancel school for the day.
If a two hour delay is decided upon, we strongly encour-
age all students to attend school, but will implement the
following schedule changes:

e There will be no transportation for AM Math/Science
Center classes

e 1st period will be canceled for high school shared
time classes

e Class schedules will be adjusted

e Breakfast will not be served

The major determining factor when making the decision
to close school will always be the safety of our students.

Tmico e[
School==
“Glosings

Are you interested in providing assistance and

. being involved in your child’s school or activi-
ties? Please review the volunteer information

w located on our website at www.ccs.coloma.org
- under Families & Communities - Volunteer. If
you wish to be a volunteer, please follow the
instructions for doing the background check to
be approved and receive your volunteer
badge. Visitors are not required to have a

™ background check completed.




= Winter e e
Lﬁ_ \g Safet During winter months, the CCS transportation depart-
y ment works diligently to make safety our first concern

and priority! We continuously work to have buses run

@ on time, however, delays can happen. The following
are some guidelines for parents in preparation for win-
ter climates:

* Dress for winter! Students who walk to or wait at school bus stops should dress appropriately for
cold, icy weather. Proper outerwear includes warm coats, gloves, hats and waterproof footwear.

« Safety First! Passengers should wait for the bus, standing at least 15 feet off the roadway, in a visi-
ble location, waiting for the bus to stop completely before approaching the bus, as well as before standing up
to get off. Always use caution when stepping on or off the bus and wait for the driver's signal to cross in front
of the bus when loading and unloading.

« Stay alert! Stop, look and listen is important for school children. Hoodies, headphones and portable
electronic devices can distract students from paying attention to surrounding traffic.

* Remember the Danger Zone. This is the area extending 10 feet in all directions from the school bus.
Loading and unloading is the most dangerous time when riding the bus. Staying out of the Danger Zone will
help ensure the driver is able to see you and make loading and unloading safer.

* Plan ahead. Students should never run after the bus. Plan ahead and allow sufficient time to get to
the bus stop. As the weather gets colder, many families try to wait inside until the bus gets to their stop.
Please remember, we cannot wait for your child to come out of the house or car. When we wait on your stu-
dent to run to the stop from inside, the bus falls behind on the route and it forces all of the other students on
that route to have to wait in the cold.

* Make arrangements. Consider child care options in the event that school is closed for the full day.
Likewise, consider arrangements if school dismisses early, such as:

o Talk with your child’s daycare provider regarding their severe weather policy

o Talking with a neighbor about checking in on your child

o0 Make plans to have an adult in the home after dismissal

o Ensure your child has a key to get in the house

« Communicate with your school. If you plan to pick your child up from school, make sure the school
is notified in advance.
o Note: Normal school procedures must be followed in picking up children from school.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
District/Superintendent: @DaveEhlers_CCS
High School: @ColomaHS
Junior High: @colomajhs
Athletics/Boosters: @colomaboosters

District: www.facebook.com/colomaschools/

High School: www.facebook.com/Coloma-High-School-282088008486190/
Junior High: www.facebook.com/colomajh/
Intermediate: www.facebook.com/colomaintermediateschool/
Elementary: www.facebook.com/colomaelementary/

Athletic Boosters: www.facebook.com/cometcrew.athleticboosters/
PTO: www.facebook.com/Coloma-PTO-118658748213384/



http://www.facebook.com/colomaelementary/
http://www.facebook.com/cometcrew.athleticboosters/

Date

Tue Jan. 28
Fri Jan.31
Tue Feb. 4
Fri Feb. 7
Tue Feb. 11
Fri Feb. 14
Tue Feb. 18
Fri Feb. 21
Tue Feb. 25
Fri Feb. 28

Date

Tue Jan. 28
Thur Jan. 30
Tue Feb.4

Thur Feb. 6

Tue Feb. 11
Thur Feb. 13
Tue Feb. 18
Thur Feb. 20
Tue Feb. 25
Thur Feb. 27

Varsity Girls’ Basketball

Opponent
Schoolcraft
Martin
Lawton
Fennville

Benton Harbor

Saugatuck
South Haven
Gobles
Dowagiac
Watervliet

JV Girls’ Basketball

Opponent
Schoolcraft
Martin
Lawton
Fennville

Benton Harbor

Saugatuck
South Haven
Gobles
Dowagiac
Watervliet

Site

Away
Away
Home
Home
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home
Away

Site

Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home

Varsity Competitive Cheer

Date

Sat Feb.1
Sat Feb. 8
Thur Feb. 13
Wed Feb. 19

Date

Wed Jan. 29
Sat Feb.1
Sat Feb.8

Opponent

Delton-Kellogg
Portage Central
Berrien Springs

Lakeshore

Varsity Wrestling

Opponent

Conference Meet

St. Joseph
Lawton

Site

Away
Away
Away
Away

Site
Home
Away
Away

Time
7:00
6:00
7:00
6:00
7:00
6:00
6:30
6.00
7.00
6:00

Time
5:30
5:30
5:30
5:30
5:30
5:30
5:00
5.30
5:30
5:30

Time
4:00
10:00
6:00
6:00

Time
6:00
10:00
10:00

Date

Tue Jan. 28
Fri Jan.31
Tue Feb.4
Fri Feb.7
Tue Feb. 11
Fri Feb. 14
Tue Feb. 18
Fri Feb. 21
Fri Feb. 28
Tue Mar. 3
Thur Mar.5

Date

Tue Jan. 28
Thur Jan. 30
Tue Feb.4
Thur Feb.6

Tue Feb.11

Thur Feb. 13

Tue Feb. 18

Thur Feb. 20
Thur Feb. 27
Tue Mar.3
Thur Mar. 5

Date

Mon Jan. 20
Wed Jan. 22
Mon. Jan. 27
Wed. Jan. 29
Mon. Feb. 3
Wed. Feb. 5
Mon. Feb. 10
Wed. Feb. 12
Fri. Feb. 21
Fri. Feb. 28

Varsity Boys’ Basketball

Opponent
Schoolcraft
Martin
Lawton
Fennville

Benton Harbor

Saugatuck
South Haven
Gobles
Watervliet

Portage Northern

Site

Home
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home
Away
Away

Hackett Catholic Prep Home

JV Boys’ Basketball

Opponent
Schoolcraft
Martin
Lawton
Fennville

Benton Harbor

Saugatuck
South Haven
Gobles
Watervliet

Portage Northern

Site

Home
Home
Away
Away
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Away

Hackett Catholic Prep Home

COED Varsity Bowling

Opponent
Comstock
Schoolcraft
Saugatuck
Parchment
Martin

Galesburg-Augusta

Constantine
Burr Oak

Site

Away
Away
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home
Away

Conference Tournament

Indiv. Regionals

Please see complete schedules at
www.ccs.coloma.org - Athletics/Schedules

Time
7:00
7:30
7:00
7:30
7:00
7:30
7:00
7:30
7:30
7:00
7:00

Time
5:30
7:00
5:30
7:00
5:30
7:00
5:30
7:00
7:00
5:45
5:30

Tiime
4:00
3:00
4.00
3:30
4:00
3:30
4:00
4:00

TBA

TBA




Flementary & Intermediate News

Coloma Elementary School (K-3)pp ~~ Coloma Intermediate School (4-5)

SRl | |

Principal-John Klein

262 S. West St.

Coloma, Michigan 49038
Phone 269-468-2420
Fax 269-468-2434

Principal-Karra Hafer

| 274 S. West St.

g Coloma, Michigan 49038
Phone 269-468-2415
Fax 269-468-2445

2020 - 2021
Skills for Social & Academic Success

Our Social Workers have been working with K-5
classrooms on a weekly basis to provide lessons
through the Second Step program. The Second
Step program for K-5 grades is a universal, class-
. room-based program designed to increase stu-
YOUNG 5’s / KINDERGARTEN ROUNDUP dents' school success and decrease problem be-
Young 5’s / Kindergarten: Monday, March 23, 2020 haviors by promoting social-emotional compe-
during school hours; 8:10 a.m. - 3:12 p.m. OR Tuesday, tence and self-regulation. It teaches skills that
March 24, 2020 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. strengthen students' ability to learn, have empa-

LITTLE LEARNER PRESCHOOL ROUNDUP thy, manage emotions, and solve problems. The
] program targets skills and strategies that are
Little Learners Preschool: Wednesday, March 18th . . . .
) linked to managing problem behaviors. Equip-
and Thursday, March 19, 2020 during school hours; . ; . .
ping students with Second Step skills will create
8:10 a.m.-3:12 p.m.

a safer, more respectful learning environment
Contact Coloma Elementary at 269-468-2420 for
) . that promotes school success for all.
further information.
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MUSIC PROGRAM

READING WITH SANTA

Parents and students were
invited to attend the second
annual Reading with Santa on
J| December 11th. Santa read
students a story and families
did holiday-themed crafts.
Thanks to Mrs. Trail and

Mrs. Phillips for planning our
great evening!

5 3 S 0 1% 5 L e et et e

PO ettty

The 3rd Grade had their Christmas music pro-
gram on December 17th. Thanks to Mrs.
Kirksey for preparing our students to perform.
They did a great job!

8
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Spring Conferences
February 25,2020 Grades K-5 Evening Conferences
February 26, 2020 Grades 6 - 8 Evening Conferences
February 27,2020 Grades K-5 Evening Conferences




Girls on the Run

Coloma Elementary and Intermediate will once again participate in the Girls on
the Run program this spring. Girls on the Run is a national program that encour-
ages lifelong fitness along with building confidence. Girls meet twice a week with
their certified coaches. There is a 24 lesson curriculum that focuses on under-
standing ourselves, valuing relationships, teamwork, and understanding how we

connect with and shape the world at large. The third through fifth grade program runs for three months and
ends with a 5K event. Shoes are provided to each girl. There is a strong focus on teamwork and building
healthy relationships. The goals of the program are to encourage positive emotional, social, mental, and
physical development. Physical activity is woven into the program to inspire an appreciation of fitness and
to build habits that lead to a lifetime of health. Completing the 5K event gives the girls confidence and a
framework for setting and achieving life goals. If you are interested, contact the office for more

information.

5th Grade Band
The 5th graders had their Winter Band Concert
on December 10th. The students were excited
to perform and did a great job! Thank you to
Mrs. Thomas for all of her hard work getting
our students ready for their concert.

The CIS Robo-Kids competed in the
Lancer-Bot-Mania FLL event November
16th. The team received the Gracious
Professionalism Award. This award
recognizes a team whose members
show each other and other teams

respect at all times. They recog-
nize that both friendly competition
and mutual gain are possible, on and off

Congratulations to the CIS Robo-Kids!

the playing field.

South Bend Symphony Orchestra

Our 4th graders had the opportunity to attend the South Bend
Symphony Orchestra. For over 30 years, the SBSO has introduced

thousands of elementary school students to the world of sym-
phonic music in an exciting and engaging concert designed esp. for
them! Students, teachers and chaperones from 75 school groups

all had the amazing experience of ' »

attending this concert. Thank you

Mrs. Thomas for coordinating this!
3 \ — ol |




Junior High & High School News

Coloma High School
Principal - Michael Churchill
Asst. Principal - Fred Paulsen
Counselor - Fran Megyese

300 West St. Joseph
Coloma, Michigan 49038
Phone 269-468-2400

Coloma Junior High

Principal - Wendy Tremblay

Dean of Students - Wendy Goodline
Counselor - Jacqulyn Wyatt

302 West St. Joseph
Coloma, Michigan 49038
Phone 269-468-2405

The Junior High Student Council has been working diligently this year to create a positive climate
- for all students. The Student Council consists of a student representative from each homeroom
class. Students provide a voice in developing expectations and creating activities and incentives
that benefit the entire building. A few of the activities that they have organized this year include:
Be the “I” in Kind activity / Halloween Dance / Read and Feast / Door Decorating Contest

Light up the School with Kindness / Winter Week Activity Period / Winter Week Dress Up Days
We look forward to the continued work of the student council for our entire student body.

\
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Comets C.A.R.E.
The Junior High has been fortunate enough to participate in a grant
funded opportunity through Berrien RESA to participate in the
MIBLSE training for PBIS. What does that mean? The Junior High
has been focused on implementing a Positive Behavior Incentive
System that sets building expectations and incentives for students
that follow the expectations. The system is built on the Comets
C.A.R.E. focus:
C - Come Ready to Learn
A - Always Responsible
R - Respectful
E - Exceptionally Safe
Our students and staff provide a voice in building the expectations
and celebrations! It's been a great year to focus on and celebrate
the positive things happening at the Junior High.




ﬁJ‘/LStep Important SAT/PSAT/M-STEP Testing Information
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The SAT is the college entrance exam for HS students, the Work Keys is a workplace readiness assessment, and the
M-Step covers required topics in science and social studies. Our 11" grade students will take the SAT, the ACT Work
Keys, and the M-Step online test on three different dates, April 14th, 15th, and 16™. Our9™and 10" graders will take
the PSAT9/PSAT10 on the morning of April 14" along with the 11" grade. These are important as well as mandatory.
Students need to be well rested and prepared mentally for testing when they arrive at school on test day.

During the testing on April 14th, seniors will be excused from school for the day with an assignment to be completed

via chromebook. All freshmen, sophomores and juniors will be dismissed following testing. On April 15", 9", 10

th

and 12™ graders will have a late start day schedule while the 11" graders are testing. We will communicate a more
detailed schedule via mail and email with reminders via telephone and text message as the testing dates draw near.
Please discuss the importance of testing with your HS student, giving his/her best effort on testing days. Thank you in

advance for your cooperation and support!!

Upcoming Events/Dates

High School Pre-Festival Choir Concert - Feb. 14
JH/HS Pre-Festival Band Concert - Feb. 21
3rd Qtr Progress Reports posted - Feb. 28

# .
HOLIDAY DOOR DECORATING
6 CONTEST WINNERS

1st Dlace 2nd Place

Mr. Ford’s 1st hour class took 1st
place in the holiday door deco-
rating contest.

Mr. Stephen’s 3rd hour class
took 2nd place. Great job!

Colleges have scholarships -

. : : oo
available to incoming fresh- 6""46
man. Students can apply for e
them at the same time they are completing their admis-
sion applications. If you need help, you can contact our
new AmeriCorps College and Financial Aid counselor, Mr.
Houlehan, for more information.

o g j
PHCA & CNA students participated in career pathway
day at Lake Michigan College. Some of the things

they learned were how to take off contaminated
gloves, use an oral thermometer and hand hygiene.

The High School Marching Band earned all 1st Division ratings at the MSBOA
District 6 Marching Band Festival on October 9, 2019. This is the 15th consec-
utive year the band has earned the top rating. Congratulations!!




SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION MONTH -y

The key to a brighter future for Michigan’s children is a strong public education system. Every day, students
count on public schools to help prepare them for a successful future. Whether they understand it or not,
they count on adults across the state ensuring they have access to resources to help them learn, keep their
buildings safe and have qualified teachers to guide them. It takes a pure, unwavering commitment to a
community to make this all possible.

Yet, at the end of the day, the true super heroes contributing to the success of our students are just ordi-
nary citizens with extraordinary dedication to public schools: our school board members. These individuals
approach their volunteer work like it is a full-time job and, for some, they value their work on the board as
more important than their chosen profession.

Their job is to establish a vision for the education program, design a structure to achieve that vision, ensure
schools are accountable to the community and strongly advocate for continuous improvement in student
learning. The job of a school board member is tough, the hours long and the thanks few and far between.
Too often we’re quick to criticize school board members without really understanding the complex nature
of their decisions. We have to remember to take time to thank them for their untiring efforts.

The month of January marks the observance of School Board Recognition Month. This is an opportunity to
show our year-round appreciation for these servant leaders and begin to better understand how local trus-
tees work together to prepare today’s students to be tomorrow’s leaders. We encourage you to join with
others throughout our community, state and nation to salute the men and women who provide grassroots
governance of public schools.

The men and women serving Coloma Community Schools are:
Heidi Ishmael - President
Apryl Watson - Vice President
Doug Kraemer - Secretary
Bob Hirsch - Treasurer
Nicole Hickmon - Trustee
Bill Stowers - Trustee
Steve Groendyk - Trustee

COLOMA

COMMUNITY SC




ORGANIZATIONAL CHART
Below is a chart that shows the steps to be taken when there is a question or concern that
needs to be addressed.
Question or
Concern STEP #1 STEP #2 STEP #3 STEP #4 STEP #5
3 4 s ™ - ™ r ™ s ™
Student Assistant - - i - Board of
P | S tendent
Discipline Issue » Teacher ]- Principal rincipa » uperintenden Education
L A L L. A L A L. A . A
Y g 4 ™ ~ ™ ~ ™ ~ ™
Instructional i Curriculum i Board of
Teach P I - » 5 tendent -
lecue - eacher ]» rincipa Director uperintenden Education
N " N L A L. . . A . A
Y ' ' ™ ' " ' ™\ ' ™
Athletic lssue - Coach ]‘ Athletic - Principal - Superintendent - Board of
Director Education
L A \ A, A L v L. A A A
Y ' g ™ ' ™ 7 ™ 7 ™
Transportation - . Transportation - Director of » ; - Board of
Bus D Superintendent
Issue us Briver ]» Supervisor Finance P Education
— LN . A . v, L A . v,
o ' ' N ' N
Employment Director of ‘ s intendent - Board of
Issue » Finance ] uperintencen Education
L A L AN ” A A
N i 4 Y ' ™
Business - Dir.ec;tor of » superintendent - Board.of
Issue Finance Education
N " L L A L. .
o ' ' N
Policy ) - Board of
5 tendent
Issue » Hperimtenden ] Education
N, o N, L A
OFFICER DAN
RESOURCE OFFICER NEWS

Happy New Year! Congratulations to all the teachers, students, administrators, helpers and parents
who have made it almost halfway through the school year. It has been a pleasure getting to know you
_ all as we worked together to spread Comet Pride and to create a relationship where when kids need a
= cop, they know a cop. We have done a lot of wonderful things together already!

Produce Affirmations spread all over the junior high and intermediate school lunchrooms this fall. Students learned that all it
takes is a Sharpie and a banana to leave a kind message for another student to find as they grab their lunch.

I’'ve been lucky to have an opportunity to spend some quality time with the high school art club and art class students. They
have been welcoming, and we have done some neat projects together including creations for the school’s haunted house using
all sorts of materials.

Coloma Elementary School has been a gigantic hug and high-five fest! | have loved every minute of my visits with students,
from presentations with kindergarten about what police officers do to keep the community safe, to “choice time” with Pre-K
and freeze tag with first and second graders at recess.

Right before Christmas, | delivered about fifty Christmas pop-up cards for residents at Woodland Terrace Senior Living Facility
that I made with Coloma Intermediate students. We learned we are never too young to be a community hero through helping
others. Creating cards for others is just one of many ways we can make our community a little better through service.

Santa stopped by the Coloma Township Hall right before Christmas to talk gifts with some of our community’s shortest resi-
dents. After the man in the red suit arrived, kids had a station to decorate cookies and write a letter that they could hand deliv-
er to Mrs. Claus when they talked to the big guy. The CHS marching band added to the moment with everyone’s favorite holi-
day tunes. It was wonderful to be part of that event.

Thank you all for being so kind and welcoming as a new partnership between Coloma Community Schools and the Coloma
Township Police Department has started to grow. | appreciate being your School Resource
Officer and look forward to our future together.

-Officer Dan Stuglik, Coloma Township Police Department
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Please be advised that Coloma Community Schools utilizes an Integrated Pest Management approach to control
pests. IPM is a pest management system that utilizes all suitable techniques in a total pest management system
with the intent of preventing pests from reaching unacceptable levels or to reduce an existing population to an ac-
ceptable level. Pest management techniques emphasize sanitation, pest exclusion, and biological controls. One of
the objectives of using an IPM approach is to reduce or eliminate the need for chemical applications of pesti-
cides. However, certain situations may require the need for pesticides to be utilized.

As required by the State of Michigan law, you will receive advance notice regarding the non-emergency application
of a pesticide such as an insecticide, fungicide or herbicide, or other bait or gel formulation, that is made to the
school grounds or buildings during the school year. Please note that this notice is not given for the use of sanitizers,
germicides, disinfectants, or anti-microbial cleaners. In certain emergencies, such as an infestation of stinging in-
sects, pesticides may be applied without prior notice to prevent injury to students but you will be notified following
any such application.

Advance notification of pesticide applications, other than bait or gel formulation, will be given by at least two meth-
ods. The first method will be posting at the main entrance to the affected schools or the affected school. The main
entrance for each building is designated as entrance #1. The second method would be via email through the
school’s School Messenger program.

Please be advised that parents or guardians of children attending the school are entitled to receive the advance no-
tice of a pesticide application, other than bait or gel formulation, by first class United States mail postmarked at
least three days before the pesticide application, if they so request. If you prefer to receive the notification by first
class mail, please contact your student’s building office.

In addition, parents and guardians of children attending the school may review the school’s Integrated Pest manage-
ment program and records of any pesticide application upon request. A copy is available in each building’s office for
inspection. All herbicide and fertilization application information will be kept in the high school office and is availa-
ble for public inspection.

Coloma Community Schools IPM program point of contact is David Ehlers:269-468-2424 or dehlers@ccs.coloma.org.




