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The Comet Connection 

  
 

As the 2021-22 school year approaches, we look forward to a return to a more normal year 
however we must keep our guard up to try and reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our com-
munity and schools.  In that, we have prepared a Return to Learn Plan (located at 
ccs.coloma.org) that layers in increasing mitigation strategies based on the level of com-
munity spread.  The plan also provides us the ability to adjust and modify as needed to en-

sure the safety of students, staff, and our visitors.  We will continue to work with the Berrien County Health 
Department to evaluate the level of community spread and communicate with you throughout the year if/when 
we move to a level that requires additional mitigation strategies.  

 

Here are some things that we are looking forward to for the 2021-22 school year: 
• We enter the final year of our strategic plan and will work this spring to gather input from all stakehold   er 

groups to adopt a new strategic plan to help guide the work that we do for the next several years.   
• Our teaching staff will attend professional development to acquire more cooperative learning strategies to 

help them facilitate lessons with higher levels of engagement for our students. 
• Through our school improvement process, we will implement an instructional rounds strategy that will pro-

vide teachers and administrators with data related to student engagement so they can make informed de-
cisions about improving instructional practices. 

• Staff will continue to refine their curriculum, analyze common assessment data, and share teaching strate-
gies through our Professional Learning Communities during our delayed starts. 

• Partnering with the Youth Development Company (YDC/PAL) to offer after school programming and en-
richment opportunities for our K - 5 students. 

• Continue to utilize our sinking fund dollars to ensure our buildings operate at a high level of efficiency, are 
safe, and are welcoming. 

• Refinancing our existing school bonds at a lower interest rate to save our tax payers money! 
 

 We look forward to this school year and the opportunity to continue to improve our practice and serve             
the needs of our students and families.  We are excited to partner with you in your child’s education!  Finally, 
we are eager to see you volunteering in our schools as well as attending events to celebrate our students and 
their work!!  GO COMETS! 

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 
Steps to be taken when there is a ques-

tion or concern that needs to be  
addressed. 

A Message from the Superintendent  



STARTING AND DISMISSAL TIMES FOR 2021-2022  
       

                                                                   2 Hour                     Half Day 
                                                          Start        Dismissal       Late Start       Dismissal       
 High School                  8:00 a.m.    3:00 p.m.      10:00 a.m.               11:37 a.m. 
 Junior High     8:00 a.m.    3:00 p.m.      10:00 a.m.               11:37 a.m. 
 Coloma Intermediate   8:10 a.m.    3:12 p.m.      10:10 a.m.               11:49 a.m. 
    Coloma Elementary   8:10 a.m.    3:12 p.m.      10:10 a.m.               11:49 a.m.                   



             NEW STUDENT ENROLLMENT  

 

New residents to the Coloma Community School district should stop in at the Admin-
istration Office at 302 W. St. Joseph Street (the Junior High building) to start the  initial enrollment for their children.  
Enrollment packets are available at the Administration Office  or the forms are on our website at 
www.ccs.coloma.org .   
Student documents we’ll need: birth certificate (certified),immunization record and most current report card.  
Parent/Guardian will need to provide: drivers license, 2 items with your name and address to prove residency, any 
custody or guardianship documents or special educational documents.  
More information is on our website at www.ccs.coloma.org or you may call the Administration Office at  
269-468-2424   

 

BUS STOP INFORMATION 
 

2021-2022 Bus Stop information can be found on the school website and will be posted at each building in 
late August. If you have moved please notify your student’s school and email Transportation at 
tlampros@ccs.coloma.org. It is necessary to provide at least five days notice for all changes to students bus 
stops.  Please note: 

•All times are estimated and subject to change 

•Bus number and bus drivers are subject to change 

•Route times and buses often change during the school year 

•Students should be at their assigned stop, ready to board the bus 10 minutes before the scheduled time 
for the first two weeks of school. After the first two weeks of school students should be at their stops and 
ready to board the bus 5 minutes before their stop time. 

•Expect the buses to late the first few days of school. Times after school can fluctuate 15-20 minutes but 
will become more regular as the week goes on.  

•School of Choice bus stops, as well as bus stops within the city limits of Coloma require approval to 
use.  

mailto:tlampros@ccs.coloma.org


For the most current information on school closings/delays please check the following: 
                               TELEVISON           RADIO          RADIO 
          WWMT      WBND  WSJM 1400 AM       WCXT 98.3 FM 
  WNDU    WSJM 94.9 FM  WIRX 107.1 FM 
        WSBT     WYYZ 97.5 FM  WCSY 103.7 FM 

                                              School Closings and Two Hour Delays 
      

  When weather or road conditions make travel unsafe it often becomes necessary to close or delay 
schools.  Typically a decision to close or delay schools will be made by 5:30 am,  however, changing conditions may 
extend the decision-making process to 6:00 am.  When the decision to delay or close is made, local radio and televi-
sion stations are immediately notified.  SchoolMessenger communications are also initiated.   
   

  If it becomes necessary to close all the schools or a particular school after the school day has begun, the media will 
again be immediately notified.  There will be approximately 45-60 minutes from the time a decision to close is made 
until students are dismissed.  This allows time for bus drivers to report and parents to arrange child care or make oth-
er arrangements that may be necessary if parents cannot be at home.   
 

  As an alternative to closing school during inclement weather, the school may choose to delay the start of classes for 
two hours in anticipation of improving weather and road conditions.  The decision will be reviewed between 7:00 and 
8:00 am, to determine whether to continue with the two hour delay or cancel school for the day.  If a two hour delay 
is decided upon, we strongly encourage all students to attend school, but will implement the following schedule 
changes:   
• 1st period will be canceled for high school shared time classes 
• Class schedules will be adjusted 
• Breakfast will not be served 
  The major determining factor when making the decision to close school will always be the safety of our students. 

SEXUAL  HARRASSMENT 
 

Sexual harassment is unlawful under both Michigan and federal law and is contrary to the commitment of Coloma 
Community Schools to provide an effective learning environment.  This policy prohibits sexual harassment of stu-
dents, employees, board members, volunteers, contractors or applicants for employment by students, employees, 
board members, volunteers or contractors.  The district will not tolerate sexually harassing behavior as defined by law 
and/or by district policy.  False reports of sexual harassment or retaliation against persons reporting allegations of 
sexual harassment, or refusing to cooperate in the investigation of such complaints will also not be tolerated. 

PARENT VOLUNTEERING        
Anyone wishing to be a mentor or volunteer on field trips must complete a background check prior to the event that 
you wish to volunteer for.  The checks are free to you and are good for 1 year, then must be renewed.  Go to the 
school website under Families & Communities and click on the Volunteer link.  PLEASE NOTE:  Background checks 
must be completed at least 1 week before you want to volunteer.  Contact the Administration Office if there are any 
questions.   

             WELCOME NEW STAFF  

Gina Dressander - JH - Lang. Arts Meredith Canter - Speech Path.  Tammy Gorzynski - CE - Para Pro 

Keith Calkins - HS - Math  Sadie Jasper - CE - Secretary   Heather Grimes - JH - Secretary 

Travis Hargan - HS - P.E.   Dale Mann - JH - Soc. Studies  Vicki Shoemaker - JH - Para Pro 



   Elementary & Intermediate News 

Coloma Elementary School (K-3) 
Principal-John Klein 
262 S. West St. 
Coloma, Michigan 49038 
Phone  269-468-2420 
Fax  269-468-2434 

 

DELAYED START BEFORE SCHOOL CARE 
 

DELAYED STARTE BEFORE CARE:  The National 
Honors Society will be providing care for our ele-
mentary students this year in the Alwood Gymna-
sium.  Parents may drop off students starting at 

7:00 am.  There is a $5 cost per student or a max-
imum charge of $10 per family each delayed 

start.   

Little Learners is Accepting Applications!   
Little Learners is a Coloma Community Schools pre-
school program that partners with Berrien  
RESA’s Great Start Readiness Program.  Enrollment is 
open to all residents of Berrien County. Children 
must be 4 years old on or before September 1, 2021. 
Income is only one of many factors when considering 
eligibility. To find out if your child qualifies call Co-
loma Elementary School at 468-2420 and ask for pre-
school teachers Angela Schelling or Arielle Sumrall. 

EARLY DROP-OFF 
To provide our families with more flexibility in the morn-
ing, CES and CIS will offer Early Drop-Off starting at 7:45 

each morning.  Staff will be on hand to supervise students 
before they can go to their classrooms at 7:55.  Students 

can be dropped off through the car rider line and will enter 
the front door of the building on their own.  Should you 
need to walk in with your child, please park in a parking 

spot rather than leave your vehicle in the drop off line.  We 
need to keep the flow of traffic moving.  Thank you!! 

BUILDING PICTURE DAYS 
Coloma Elementary - September 24, 2021 
Intermediate - October 12, 2021 
Junior High - September 16, 2021 
High School - August 30, 2021 

Coloma Intermediate (4-5) 
Principal-Karra Hafer 
274 S. West St. 
Coloma, Michigan 49038 
Phone  269-468-2415 
Fax  269-468-2445 

K-5 OPEN HOUSE 
Coloma Elementary and Intermediate schools will 
hold their Back-to-School Open House on 
Wednesday, August 25th from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at 
each building.  The Open House will provide fami-
lies the opportunity to come in and tour the 
building, meet their child’s teacher, and see their 
new classroom.  Teachers will share specific infor-
mation with students and parents so that your 
child is ready to go for the first day of school on 
August 30th.  We encourage all families to take 
advantage of the wonderful opportunity to get 
your child’s school year started off right!!    

FREE MEALS FOR PK-5 STUDENTS 
Coloma Community Schools and the State 
of Michigan are able to offer breakfast and 
lunch to all preschool through fifth grade 

students at no charge to the parent or 
guardian.  No income qualifications are 

needed!  

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM/CARE 
After School Program/Care, will be pro-
vided by the Youth Development Compa-
ny in partnership with CCS.   The pro-
gram begins September 13th and is 

housed in Coloma Intermediate.  Participants must be 
picked up by 5:30 pm.  The program is free but there is a 
$50 registration fee to enroll.  Space is limited to 70 stu-
dents.  Enroll at https://www.ydcpal.org/contact 



                      Junior High   
Principal: 
Wendy Tremblay  
Dean of Students: 
Wendy Goodline 
Counselor: 
Celeste Wyatt  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

August 30  First day of School 
August 30  HS Picture Day 
September 16  JH Picture Day 
October 22  End of first marking period 
October 26-28  Parent-Teacher conferences 

STUDENT DROP OFF  & PICK UP  
 

Parents who transport their students to 
school are to use the West parking lot in 
order to avoid the student parking 
lot.  The circle drive is off limits for stu-
dent drop off and pick up immediately 

before or after school and is only to be used to drop 
off students who are late or pick up students who 
leave early for an appointment.  The circle drive  in 
front of the building & gym is for busses only! 

WELCOME BACK! 
Welcome back for the 2021-22 School year!  Our staff worked hard this summer to prepare for the upcoming school 
year.  When you come out for our Back to School Night, you will have the opportunity to meet our new team mem-
bers in the office and in the hallways.  We have renovations happening in the restrooms and new classes to try out 
in the fall.  CJH is continuing to promote our Comet’s CARE initiative and we have exciting incentives planned 
throughout the school year.  Can you hit all of the incentives this year?  Don’t miss out!    

 

Please see the Junior 
High building page on 

our website 
(ccs.coloma.org) for  
Grades 6-8 school 

supply list.  

Comet’s CARE is a Positive Behavior Intervention and Sup-
port System that is employed in our district K-8.  CARE 
aligns with our building expectations and is an acronym 
that stands for  
C - Come Prepared    
A - Always Responsible 
R - Respectful 
E - Exceptionally Safe 
Students have the opportunity to earn incentives through 
meeting building expectations.  Students can earn CARE 
Tickets that can be spent in the School Store or they can 
also qualify for any number of incentives throughout the 
school year for having all of their assignments turned in, 
remembering their Chromebooks each day, or not receiv-
ing a behavior referral.   We believe in celebrating the suc-
cess that we see every day!   

302 West St. Joseph St. 
Coloma, Michigan  49038 
 
Phone: 269-468-2405 
Fax:       269-468-2428 



FRESHMAN / NEW STUDENT OPEN HOUSE 
 

On Tuesday, August 24, 2021, Coloma High School will be 
hosting a Freshman Open House for all incoming 9th grad-
ers and their parents/guardians.  In addition, anyone new 
to the district in grades 10-12 who have enrolled are invit-
ed to attend.  The evening will start in the high school audi-
torium at 6:00 pm with an informational briefing from the 
high school administration.  After the briefing, tours will be 
given by Senior Class Student Mentors.  Our objective for 
the evening is to provide some basic information about 
CHS and to help reduce any first day anxiety!!  Please help 
us kick off your students high school career by attending 
this event!  We look 
forward to seeing 
you and meeting 
your child!! 

Principal: 
Michael Churchill 
Asst. Principal: 
Fred Paulsen 
Counselor: 
TBA 

High School News 

STUDENT PARKING 
Students who drive to school are required to park 
in the east lot, have a completed Application to 
Drive on School Property form (5514F1), and a 
valid parking pass displayed in the window of the 
vehicle.  The cost for the decal is $10 and the de-
cal can be used with multiple vehicles.  Students 
will have the opportunity to register their vehicle 
on the first day of school.  Students who fail to 
register their vehicle run the risk of being towed 
(at the owner’s expense).  Students will be given 
a grace period of one week in which to register 
their vehicle.  Beginning with the second week of 
school, warning tickets will be given.  Students 
will be given 3 warning notices before their vehi-
cle will be towed.  We appreciate your compli-

ance as this is one piece to helping us provide a 
secure environment for your student. ATTENDANCE 

Attendance is tracked at the high school by semes-
ter.  Students are allowed to accumulate 8 absences 
(excused or unexcused) per class before credit is withheld 
pending time being made up on an hour per hour ba-
sis.  There are some instances of exempt absences which 
do not count towards the 8 absences such as a stay in 
the hospital, college visit, or a death in the immediate 
family.  Students will be briefed on the attendance policy 
on the first day of school.  Parents are encouraged to 
familiarize themselves with the full policy located in the 
student handbook. 

300 West St. Joseph St. 
Coloma, Michigan 49038  
 
Phone:  269-468-2400 
Fax:        269-468-2423 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
On the first day of school, August 30, 2021, all high school students will report to the High School Auditori-
um for a quick information meeting.  From there, students will be organized by class and released to fol-
low a four period bell schedule.  On the first day, students will receive their schedule, receive a rules/
procedures briefing, be issued lockers, sign up for parking passes, be issued their Chromebook, and have 
their picture taken.  

STUDENT DROP OFF  & PICK UP  
Parents who transport their students to school are to 
use the West parking lot in order to avoid the student 
parking lot.  The main entrance / circle drive is off 
limits for student drop off and pick up immediately 
before or after school and is only to be used to drop 
off students who are late or pick up students who 
leave early for an appointment.  The circle drive 
needs to be accessible to emergency vehicles imme-
diately before and after school since the east and 
west lots are quite busy. 



School Policies / Annual Notices 

All our school policies and annual notices are available online on our website at ccs.coloma.org. 
Please visit our site for information on the following: 
ASBESTOS UPDATES 
BULLYING AND AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR 
DESIGNATION OF DIRECTORY INFORMATION  
FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT 
NO TOLERANCE DRUG POLICY 
NON DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION 
PESTICIDE APPLICATIONS / LICE INFESTATION 
TOBACCO  
WEAPONS FREE SCHOOL ZONE and more 

    
    Welcome Back to School Year 2021-2022 from the Coloma Food Service  
 

 
We are pleased to inform you that ALL students at Coloma Community Schools will be participating 

in an option available to schools as part of the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Pro-
gram called the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) for the School Year 2021-2022. The GREAT 
NEWS is that ALL students enrolled at our school are eligible to receive a healthy breakfast and 
lunch at school at NO CHARGE to your household each day of the 2021-2022 school year. We are 
asking that you fill out and sign the Household Information Survey, which is needed for adminis-
trative purposes, not to determine eligibility. This survey allows our school to benefit from vari-
ous State and Federal supplemental programs like Title I A, At Risk (31a), Title II A, E- Rate, etc. 
This survey is critical in determining the amount of money the school receives from a variety of 
supplemental programs. We are asking that you please complete and submit it as soon as possi-
ble. All information on the survey submitted is confidential. Without your assistance, the school 
cannot maximize utilization of available State and Federal funds.  

We will be providing breakfast in the classroom again this year for all of Coloma Community Schools. Every child 
will receive a free reimbursable breakfast every morning including late start days. It has been reported 
benefits of having the breakfast in the classroom are less discipline problems, less visits to the office, more 
attentiveness and attendance, and generally improved learning environments.  

We will also be offering after school sack lunches for students that participate in the after school programs 
that are being offered at the buildings including athletics that have practice after school. 

Coloma Food Service offers  sendmoneytoschool.com for the  ability to view your student’s  account and to be 
able to apply money to their accounts online 

NONDISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION  
The Coloma Community Schools hereby agrees that it will comply with federal laws prohibiting discrimina-
tion and with all requirements imposed by or pursuant to regulations of the U.S. Department of Education. 
Therefore, it shall be the policy of the schools that no person, on the basis of race, color, religion, national 
origin or ancestry, age, sex, or marital status, shall be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits 
of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any federally funded program or activity for which Coloma 
Community Schools is responsible or for which it receives federal financial assistance. This policy of non-
discrimination shall also apply to otherwise qualified handicapped individuals.  



HEALTH DEPT.  
INFO. 

BERRIEN COUNTY: 
Benton Harbor  
769 Pipestone St. 
269-927-5638 
 
VAN BUREN CO: 
Hartford 
57418 CR 681  
269-621-3143  
  
Some Michigan pub-
lic health depart-
ments may not be 
able to give immun-
izations to children 
whose parent/
guardian has health 
insurance to cover 
immunizations.  You 
should call the local 
health department 
before going for im-
munizations 

 

IMMUNIZATION WAIVERS 
 

Nonmedical waiver - based on religious, philosophical or other objections to receiving required vaccines.  Under the new require-
ments, parents/guardians must participate in a science-based education session with a health professional at their local health 
department if they are seeking this waiver.  To request a nonmedical waiver call the Berrien County Health Department at 269-
926-7121 to schedule and appointment for an education session. 
Medical waiver - based on a child having a medical reason (a contraindication or precaution) for not receiving required vaccines.  
A physician must provide documentation of the medical reason for not vaccinating.  To request a medical waiver, contact your 
child’s health care provider.  A physician must sign the State of Michigan Medical Contraindication Form .  Return the signed form 
to the child’s school.     



FALL ATHLETIC SCHEDULES 2021 

VARSITY FOOTBALL 

JV FOOTBALL 

COED V CROSS COUNTRY 

BOYS VARSITY SOCCER 

GIRLS VARSITY VOLLEYBALL 



ATHLETIC TICKETS / PASSES FOR THE  
2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

Tickets at the gate   $5.00 each 
Student Pass    $25.00  
3 or more students in same family $20.00 each 
Adult Individual Pass   $45.00  
Family Pass*    $125.00  
 

*Family includes two adults and all immediate 
children 18 and under 
 

Passes are good for the current school year and 
can be purchased at the Athletic Office. 

 “65 and over” CLUB 
Residents of Coloma who are 65 or older can ob-

tain a senior pass which entitles them to attend all 
school functions at no charge.  Passes can be ob-

tained at the school Administration Office   

 
Please see the school website for  

A list of all schedules. 
www.ccs.coloma.org 

 

 STUDENT PHYSICALS 
Students that wish to participate in sports must 
have a physical completed and the online forms 

completed prior to the first day of practice.   
Contact the Athletic Office for further information 

269-468-2409.  

GIRLS JV VOLLEYBALL 

FLU CLINIC 
A Flu Clinic will be held towards 
the end of September for any-

one interested in a flu shot.  
More information will be  

communicated in September.  
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Postal Customer 

Board of Education & Meeting Schedule – 2021-2021 
 

    September 13, 2021 December 13, 2021   March 14, 2022 June 13, 2022 
    October 11, 2021  January 10, 2022  April 11, 2022 
    November 8, 2021  February 14, 2022  May 9, 2022   
      

The board of education meets on a regular basis on the second Monday of each month in Room 46 of the Coloma 
Junior High School.  The meetings are open to the public and begin at 7:00 p.m. 

 

President   Heidi Ishmael              Treasurer  Robert Hirsch Trustees:  Nicole Hickmon  
        Vice President   Apryl Watson          Secretary Doug Kraemer                            Steve Groendyk                                                                   

                                                                                                              Williams Stowers 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

 
District/Superintendent: @DaveEhlers_CCS 
High School:  @ColomaHS 
Junior High:  @colomajhs 
Athletics/Boosters: @colomaboosters 
 

 
District: www.facebook.com/colomaschools/ 
High School:  www.facebook.com/Coloma-High-School-282088008486190/ 
Junior High:  www.facebook.com/colomajh/ 
Intermediate:  www.facebook.com/colomaintermediateschool/ 
Elementary:  www.facebook.com/colomaelementary/ 
Athletic Boosters:  www.facebook.com/cometcrew.athleticboosters/ 
PTO:  www.facebook.com/Coloma-PTO-118658748213384/ 

http://www.facebook.com/colomaelementary/
http://www.facebook.com/cometcrew.athleticboosters/

