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The first semester of the 2020-21 school year is now officially closed!  While it was cer-
tainly challenging thanks to the pandemic, we made it with our students receiving face-
to-face instruction thanks in large parts to our planning, our protocols, and our staff and 
communities’ commitment to following the protocols!  While we are not in the clear just 

yet, we know we can be successful and remain safe during the second semester if we continue to follow 
our proven protocols and procedures! 

 

Every January is dedicated to recognizing school board members for their work and commitment to 
schools.  Our board has put in many hours this year helping to plan, staying abreast of best practices dur-
ing the pandemic, and meeting to discuss how to best educate our students while balancing the safety of 
our staff and students!  I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for their dedication and commit-
ment to providing face-to-face learning for our students during this pandemic.  Their support for our daily 
work is invaluable and truly appreciated! 
 

One of the big questions I get is “what will snow days look like now that we have the ability to learn/teach 
remotely?”  It is my plan to continue to call snow days (when needed) in a traditional manner in that we will 
not have school or remote learning on a snow day.  However, there could be instances where I would con-
sider remote learning but that would have to be for an anticipated extended school outage due to severe 
weather conditions or if we were to exceed our state forgiven days.  For now, if a snow day is called, it will 
be one where no work is required and everyone can enjoy a mental break from school! 
 

While the start of the new semester and year brings hope of an end to the pandemic soon, we will continue 
to adhere to our safety procedures and protocols to ensure everyone’s safety!  It is our goal to finish this 
school year safe and on a positive note while looking forward to a return to a more normal learning environ-
ment for the 2021-22 school year!  Please continue to do your part to help us reach our goals! 
 

Stay safe, healthy, and positive! 

NEWS FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT   

MR. DAVID EHLERS 

 



 

Community Spotlight 
Highlighting Coloma Graduate: 

Trudy Hammerschmidt - Class of  1985 

Tell us about yourself (year graduated from CHS, family, job, educations, where are you living, 
etc). 
Thirty-five years ago this year, in 1985, I graduated from Coloma High School.  After graduation, I 
went to Western Michigan University where I received a Bachelor of Science degree in teaching 
with minors in English, Math, and Science.  I have been teaching in Coloma Community Schools ever 
since.  It’s been 30 years, and over those years I’ve taught 4th, 5th, and 6th grade.  I live in St. Joe 

with my husband, David, and my son, Jack.  I enjoy the outdoors, especially gardening, messing around on the farm, 
fishing, camping,  and I like to travel.  When I get a chance, I love to go to Comet events and cheer on my former stu-
dents.   I also like running into old students and finding out what they have been doing with their lives. 
What activities, clubs, or sports did you participate in? 
When I look back on when I was a student, I have a lot of wonderful memories of school.  Some of my favorites are 
of band and running cross-country and track.  The memories of marching in half time shows, performing in band fes-
tivals and parades, and running cross-country with my friends are some of the best.  I was also in the National Honor 
Society and Student Council.   
What was your favorite subject/class and/or teacher and how did your education at CHS prepare you for  
your post-secondary education or the workforce? 
In high school, some of my favorite subjects were English, Math, and Band.  In those subjects I had some of my most 
admired and toughest teachers including, Mrs. Hopkalo, Mr. Mow, and Mrs. Cox.  Those tough teachers helped to 
prepare me for college.  They challenged me and made me work hard. 
Why or what makes you proud to be a Comet? 
Being a lifelong Comet means a lot and makes me proud.  This district prepared me for the world and gave me some 
of the best times of my life as a student, and as an adult.  I love this community and district and the strength and per-
severance it has shown through the years.   
What advice would you give current CHS Comets to prepare them for life after high school? 
High schoolers, as you make your way through your high school years, take advantage of what is offered here.  Listen 
to your teachers, respect their toughness, learn from them, enjoy them.  Get involved!  One of the great things about 
our district is that its smaller size gives kids a chance to really get involved if you choose!  Make the most of your 
years here, because they are over before you know it. 

 
 

 
Due to the Pandemic, this is an abbreviated version of our Second Semester issue.  

Please go to the district website at www.ccs.coloma.org for the 2020-2021 calendar and other dis-
trict related news, or go to your child’s building page for building specific news and information.  

   Building principals will be communicating building information directly to parents via  
SchoolMessenger and social media. 

#COMETPRIDE 



    2020-21 School Calendar 

2nd semester 

 
December 2020 
W    2     2-Hour Late Start 
W  16     2-Hour Late Start 
Th  17     K-12 Half Day 
F    18     K-12 Half Day 
End of 2nd Marking Period & First Semester 
Winter Break  Dec. 21, 2020 - Jan. 1, 2021        
 

January 2021 
M    4     Classes Resume 
W  13  2-Hour Late Start 
M  18 No School - MLK Day 
W  27 2-Hour Late Start 
 

February 2021 
W  10 2-Hour Late Start 
F    12 No School - Mid Winter Break 
M  15 No School - Mid Winter Break 
W  24 2-Hour Late Start 
 

March 2021 
W  10 2-Hour Late Start 
F    19     End of 3rd Marking Period 
W  24 2-Hour Late Start 
 

April 2021 
F    2 K– 12 Half Day - Good Friday  
Spring Break:  April 5-9, 2021 
M  12  CLASSES RESUME 
W  21 2-Hour Late Start 

MANDATED STATE TESTING MAY CAUSE ATERED 
SCHEDULES IN APRIL/MAY  

 

May 2021 
W    5 2-Hour Late Start 
W  19 2-Hour Late Start 
F    28     Graduation - 7:00 p.m.  
M  31 NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day 
 

June 2021 
W     9 K - 12 Half Day  
Th  10 K - 12 Half Day; LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
 

OFFICER DAN   
RESOURCE OFFICER NEWS 

 

“Real strength has to do with helping 
others.” -Fred Rogers 
 

The crazy thing about my job is that it 
allows me an opportunity to have an intimate relationship 
with our entire community. Over the last semester I worked 
a shift that gave me a chance to spend time with our com-
munity’s shortest residents during their school day, then I 
patrolled the community until late at night. I catch slices of 
the ordinary lives of strangers.  
As I passed by the schools, I've noticed something a lot of 
parents may not think about. I've seen teachers’ cars in the 
parking lot late at night. I've seen them walking out of their 
buildings on Sunday afternoons looking tired. I've come 
home to find my seventh-grade teacher wife floating on an 
island of school work that used to be our living room, so I 
know the work and stress doesn't stay in your building.  
 

 I've walked through the buildings and watched classrooms 
become drastically more sterile than the exciting, welcoming 
places we all imagined for children. Despite this, I have seen 
children laughing, playing and existing with more resilience 
than we might give them credit for. I’ve watched teachers 
create an environment where they not only teach students 
but provide a warm, safe place.  
 

I've watched administrators wish they didn't have to switch 
from plan R to plan S, as plan B is long gone. Despite this, I’ve 
watched plans assembled that place children in the best sce-
nario possible for the circumstances. I’ve watched football 
games go live so they can be viewed on line by everyone 
when it wasn’t an option in person.  
 

I've watched bus drivers work to not only keep kids safe but 
now healthy as well. I've watched food service staff keep 
food moving through thousands of meals for kids who rely 
on school for their nutrition. I’ve visited maintenance staff 
who quadrupled their workload, but continue to smile. 
 

On Halloween, I got to pass through all of the neighborhoods 
in town during trick or treating. I watched hundreds of peo-
ple SAFELY, SMARTLY and CREATIVELY interact with each 
other, despite Covid. I watched parents and neighborhoods 
find ways to give their kids an evening of normal childhood. 
 

This holiday season I saw lights cover buildings, trees in living 
rooms and socially distanced visits with Santa.  
 

This school year won’t be the easiest any of Coloma’s par-
ents, teachers, administrators or support staff have or will 
ever face, but know this: You have THOUSANDS of people 
rooting for you, who believe in you and appreciate you for 
what you are doing to provide our kids with the best child-
hood possible. Whether you can feel it or not, YOU'VE GOT 
THIS. 
 

From the School Cop to the teachers, administrators, sup-
port staff and parents: Thank you. You’re my hero.  
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 FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

 
District/Superintendent: @DaveEhlers_CCS 

High School:  @ColomaHS 

                Junior High:  @colomajhs 

Athletics/Boosters: @colomaboosters 
 

District: www.facebook.com/colomaschools/  
High School:  www.facebook.com/Coloma-High-School-282088008486190/ 

               Junior High:  www.facebook.com/colomajh/ 
               Intermediate:  www.facebook.com/colomaintermediateschool/ 
               Elementary:  www.facebook.com/colomaelementary/ 
               Athletic Boosters:  www.facebook.com/cometcrew.athleticboosters/ 
               PTO:  www.facebook.com/Coloma-PTO-118658748213384/ 

 

For up to date district news, school 
closing information, or specific building 

information,  go to our website at 
www.ccs.coloma.org or check out our  

Facebook page. 

SPRING BREAK 
APRIL 5 - 9, 2021 

http://www.facebook.com/colomaelementary/
http://www.facebook.com/cometcrew.athleticboosters/







