
2026-2027
Hawthorne Athletics

Parent Information Night



Introduction of Staff

Mr. Art Mazzacca- Athletic Director/Assistant 
Principal

Ms. Bailey Wyrostek- Athletic Trainer  
Ext. 2155

Dr. Thomas Bottiglieri - School/Team Doctor



Sport Offerings- Fall

High School:
Football- Varsity and JV, POSSIBLY FRESHMAN
Boys Soccer- Varsity and JV
Girls Soccer- Varsity and POSSIBLY JV
Girls Tennis- Varsity and POSSIBLY JV
Girls Volleyball- Varsity, JV, POSSIBLY FRESHMAN
Cheerleading- Varsity
Marching Band

Middle School:
Boys Soccer (7th and 8th Grade)
Girls Soccer (7th and 8th Grade)



Coaching Staff- Fall
High School
Football- Angelo Guarnieri
Boys Soccer- Ryan McMann
Girls Soccer- Fatmir Mimini
Girls Tennis- Danielle Just
Girls Volleyball- Naria Araya
Cheerleading- Olivia Wagner
Marching Band- Elizabeth Graber

Middle School
Boys Soccer- Joni Genberg
Girls Soccer- Megan Was



Sport Offerings- Winter

High School:
Boys Basketball- Varsity, JV, Freshman
Girls Basketball- Varsity and POSSIBLY JV
Wrestling- Varsity and JV
Boys and Girls Indoor Track- Varsity and JV
Bowling- Varsity and JV
Cheerleading- Varsity

Middle School:
Boys Basketball (7th and 8th Grade)
Girls Basketball (7th and 8th Grade)
Wrestling (6th-8th Grade)



Coaching Staff- Winter
High School
Boys Basketball- Ryan McMann
Girls Basketball- William Connors
Wrestling- Greg Carr
Indoor Track- Gus Schell
Bowling- TBA
Cheerleading- Olivia Wagner

Middle School
Boys Basketball- Chris Warner
Girls Basketball- Bailey Hansen
Wrestling- Joe Walker



Sport Offerings- Spring

High School:
Baseball- Varsity and JV
Softball- Varsity and JV
Boys Lacrosse- Varsity and POSSIBLY JV
Boys and Girls Outdoor Track- Varsity and JV
Golf- Varsity and POSSIBLY JV
Flag Football- Varsity 

Middle School:
Boys Outdoor Track (7th and 8th Grade)
Girls Outdoor Track (7th and 8th Grade)



Coaching Staff- Spring
High School
Baseball- John Passero
Softball- Ed “Mook” Iannacone
Boys Lacrosse- Greg Carr
Boys Outdoor Track- Angelo Guarnieri
Girls Outdoor Track- Gus Schell
Golf- Chris Warner
Flag Football- Osvaldo Duran

Middle School:
Boys Outdoor Track - Garrett Postolakis
Girls Outdoor Track - Joni Genberg



THE HAWTHORNE ATHLETICS 
BOOSTERS CLUB

President- Bob Pasquale



Our association 
provides 

support to the 
athletes and 

athletic 
programs of the 

Hawthorne 
school district.

THE HAWTHORNE 
ATHLETICS BOOSTERS 

CLUB



Annually we:
∙Host post award assembly pizza parties at 
the end of each of the three sports 
seasons.
∙Supply funding to pay for senior athletes 
to attend the Senior Sports Awards Brunch 
hosted by the Athletic Department.
∙Provide multiple $500 scholarships to 
graduating senior student athletes.



Special Projects funded by the Booster Club:
∙ Helped with funding of the lightning detector mounted on the High School
∙ Purchased the school’s first defibrillator
∙ Held fundraiser for the purchase of the brick paver walkway at the 

entrance to the Athletic Field
∙ Purchased the sign over the entrance to the Athletic Field 
∙ Purchased multiple ice machines for the athletic trainer
∙ Purchased weights/weightlifting equipment for the High School weight 

room 
∙ Purchased tents for use by the outdoor teams during inclement weather
∙ Purchased gators for the High School athletes and coaches for use during 

the COVID19 pandemic 
∙ Purchased chairs used by indoor teams during fall/winter sporting events
∙ Purchased the scorer’s table for the High School gym



Special Projects funded by the Booster Club:
∙ Paid for the reconditioning of the gym floor on multiple occasions
∙ Purchased team benches for home football/soccer/lacrosse games
∙ Purchased turf blankets to protect the football/soccer/lacrosse field in the 

winter
∙ Purchased bleachers for the High School Softball team’s field
∙ Purchased blocking sled for the football team
∙ Purchased an equipment storage bin for use by the softball team at the 

Rea Ave Field
∙ Purchased an air purifier for the football/baseball locker room/wrestling 

practice room
∙ Helped with funding of wrestling practice/tournament mats
∙ Purchased vaulting poles for the track team
∙ Provided funds for student athletes who couldn’t afford to attend the 

athletic department’s leadership training seminar



THE HAWTHORNE ATHLETICS BOOSTER CLUB
With the support of families and friends of our student athletes we 
are able to raise the required funds through:
• Selling refreshments at home sporting events 
• Hosting an annual Varsity Basketball Holiday Tournament
• Annually hosting the Passaic County JV  Wrestling Tournament
• The sale of engraved bricks
• Membership fees 
• Donations 



THE HAWTHORNE ATHLETICS BOOSTER CLUB
We will be in the cafeteria providing refreshments during the 
evening.  
We ask that you consider helping us support our student athletes by 
becoming a member of our association and volunteering your time 
at our fundraisers.



Philosophy
● Hawthorne Athletics is about a “Family”

○ “Once a Bear, Always a Bear”
● Coaching is Teaching

○ Life Lessons from Athletics
○ Academics come first

■ Minimum of 30 credits from the previous year and a 70 GPA.
■ Attendance and behavior in school can affect participation in 

sports.
● Coaches are professionals

○ Varsity is about building character and a team but also about 
winning.

○ Sub-Varsity is about playing time and preparing for Varsity
○ Coaches make the best decisions possible for the program and 

the team.
● Student-Athletes are encouraged to speak to their coaches regarding 

their role and responsibilities on the team.
● Parents may contact coaches or Athletic Director at any time via phone 

or email.



Physicals
• All athletes must have a current (within the last 365 days) physical on file before 
participating in any activity.

HHS Football Physicals Due July 13th and the rest of Fall Physicals due July 
20th

HHS Realtime Registration Due for Football August 7th and the rest of Fall 
sports Due August 14th 

LMS Fall Physicals and Realtime Registration Due September 4th 

• Physicals must be completed on the NEW NJ state form. Universal forms will not be 
accepted.

• If your son/daughter uses an inhaler, the physician must complete an asthma treatment 
plan. This must be done YEARLY.

NJ state law that the district doctor must sign off and clear all physicals before 
participation



MOST 
IMPORTANT 
PAGE 
BRING 
ONLY THIS 
PAGE TO 
MAIN 
OFFICE



Physical 
Form 
Pages 1 
and 2



Physical 
Form 
Pages 3 
and 4



Asthma 
Action Plan



Parent Portal Registration

• All registrations for athletics will now 
take place through your Realtime Parent 
Portal

• Fall Season for High School is the only 
season available at this time

Parent Portal

https://www.fridayparentportal.com/portal/security/login.cfm?msg=Session%20Timed%20Out






















HIGH SCHOOL DATES

Fall Season - June 10th - September 30th

Winter Season - October 1st - December 30th

Spring Season - January 1st - March 30th

MIDDLE SCHOOL DATES

Fall Season - August 17th - October 30th

Winter Season - November 1st - January 31st

Spring Season - February 1st - April 15th

 Portal Opening Dates



Concussions
All athletes will take a baseline concussion test every prior to the 
start of their season

*Policy has changed from every 2 years to 1*

Any athlete suspected of having a concussion will be excluded 
from participation in sports until cleared by a physician who 
specializes in concussions (orthopedic or neurologist) 

Once clearance is obtained, there is a mandatory 6-step 
progression back to sport
 



Concussion Return to Play Protocol

The athlete must complete each step with Ms. W. and 
there must be a day or 24 hours in between each step. 



Return to play (other injuries)

At any point an athlete goes to see a doctor for 
anything, it is required that the athlete must 
have a clearance note to participate. No notes 
from emergency rooms or chiropractors will be 
accepted. 



HHS Summer Weight Room Program
● 5 weeks starting Monday June 22nd
● Monday - Thursday each week
● Links to sign up for each week will be posted in Google classroom 

every weekend
● 1 slot per day per athlete - 20 available slots per session
● 4 sessions available per day 10am, 11am, 12pm, 1pm
● NOT AN OPEN GYM 

JOIN THE GOOGLE CLASSROOM —u43xwnqk



Option 2 Physical Education
Student-athletes participating in Hawthorne High School 
sponsored athletic programs and registered for 8 classes, 
no study hall, may earn Physical Education credits by 
participating on any of our athletic teams during the year. 

HHS student-athletes may choose to participate in one (1) 
marking period of an Option 2/Study Hall during their 
athletic season that will replace their assigned PE class for 
that marking period. 

Option 2 is NOT available to students during their Health 
marking period or for students with a Study Hall in their 
schedule. 



Option 2 Physical Education
If a student leaves a team for any reason during or prior to 
the end of the season they will immediately return to PE 
class.

The grade earned will appear on the student’s transcript as 
a “P” (Pass) or an “F” (Fail).

Credit will be awarded upon verification of attendance and a 
passing grade indicated by the student’s PE teacher and the 
Athletic Director.

Option 2 Portfolio Requirements

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1UWgXHjbaghjlMOYMvk-kKRsqk0UXnION






Important information 
When a parent/guardian would like to take their child home 
after a game/match for LMS or HHS, we ask that you email 
Mr. Mazzacca and your head coach ahead of time. Mr. 
Mazzacca will send a follow up email confirming the 
request. Please remember, we are responsible for your child 
at all times unless we hear from you. 

Students are never allowed to drive themselves to or from 
an away game/match. Students are required to take the bus 
with their teammates to an away event. If there is an 
emergency and the student needs to be taken by a parent to 
an event, please email Mr. Mazzacca in advance.



Senior Banners
● Senior Banners will be purchased through 

the Athletic Office.

● Banners are $45
○ Checks need to be made payable to 

“Hawthorne Athletics”

● There will be a $20 upcharge for any late 
Senior Banner orders.



Senior Nights

Senior Day Games:
Each Season we will put out an announcement on Social Media and 
to each Google Classroom of all the Senior Day games for the 
season.

Some Senior Nights are conducted prior to, at halftime, or at the 
conclusion of games.

*Senior Night presentations are coordinated by the Head Coach, 
parents are encouraged to reach out to the head coach regarding 
Senior Night gifts, signs, balloons, etc.*



Important Dates 

HHS Fall Sports Awards- Monday, November 23, 6:30PM
HHS Winter Sports Awards- Monday, March 8, 6:30PM
HHS Spring Sports Awards- Wednesday, June 9, 6:30PM

LMS/HHS Parent Information Night- Wednesday, May 26, 6:30PM

Senior Brunch @ The Brownstone-Sunday, June 13, 9:30AM 
Cost: TBD

1st Team All County Awards Dinners: June 15-Boys, June 16 -Girls
Cost:TBD



Important Links
● Hawthorne Athletics
● Sideline Store
● HHS Parent/Coach Handbook
● Schedule
● Parent Portal
● Physical Forms
● Coaches Emails
● Varsity Letter Criteria
● NCAA Eligibility
● NJIC Website

@HHSBearsSports

https://www.hawthorneschools.org/athletics
https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/new_jersey/hawthorne/hawthorne-high-school
https://www.hawthorneschools.org/athletics/parent-coach-handbook
https://hawthornebearsathletics.digitalsports.com/pages/schedule/schedule.php
https://www.fridayparentportal.com/portal/security/login.cfm?msg=Session%20Timed%20Out
https://www.hawthorneschools.org/athletics/physical-forms
https://www.hawthorneschools.org/athletics/meet-our-coaches
https://www.hawthorneschools.org/athletics/varsity-requirments
https://sites.google.com/hawthorne.k12.nj.us/guidance-services/high-school/ncaa-athletic-eligibility
https://njicathletics.org/


Once a Bear, Always a Bear!
Meet the Coaches:

Each Season will meet for 10 minutes
There will be a bell and an announcement to move to the next 

season

If you are waiting for another season, please come to the Main 
Cafe to enjoy light refreshments sponsored by the Athletic 

Booster Club

All LMS Sports will meet in the Gym
All HHS Sports will meet on the 2nd Floor

Marching Band will meet in the Band Room (125)



Room Assignments- Fall Sports
1st Period- 10 Minutes
Football- Media Center
Boys Soccer- Room 225
Girls Soccer- Room 219
Girls Volleyball- Room 222
Fall Cheerleading- Room 218
Girls Tennis- Room 214
Marching Band- Room 125
Middle School Soccer (boys and girls)- Gym



Room Assignments- Winter Sports
2nd Period- 10 Minutes
Indoor Track and Field- Media Center
Boys Basketball- Room 225
Wrestling Room 222
Winter Cheerleading- Room 218
Bowling- Main Cafe
Girls Basketball- Room 219
Middle School Basketball (boys and girls) and Wrestling- 
Gym



Room Assignments- Spring Sports
3rd Period- 10 Minutes
Outdoor Track and Field- Media Center
Baseball- Room 219
Boys Lacrosse- Room 222
Softball- Room 218
Golf- Room 214
Flag Football- Room 220
Middle School Outdoor Track (boys and girls)- Gym



Room Assignments

Thank you Everyone!
Go Bears!!!!!


