
Athens City Schools

FREE and REDUCED

Lunch Form

2026-2027 ;
Save Paper

Complete an Application Online

Find a Direct Link at www.acs-k12.org
or any Athens City School Website

You must complete a new application each year. Please list everyone in your
household and all your children in the Athens City School District on one

application. To qualify for free and reduced qualifying services, a

new application and requalification must_be completed by
Athens City Schools each school veat. So, please complete this

application and turn in to your lunchroom or school office immediately or

complete an online application.

Thank you!
Athens City Schools

Child Nutrition Program
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MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DOI NEED TO FILL OUT ANEW ONE? Yes. Your child’s application isonly good for that school year and for the first few days of this school year, through SEPTEMBER 17, 2026. You must send in anewapplication unless the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school year. If you do not send in a new applicationthat is approved by the school or you have not been notified that your child is eligible for free meals, your child will be chargedthe full price for meals.

IGET WIC. CAN MY CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for freeor reduced-price meals. Please send in an application.

WILL THE INFORMATIONI GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes. We may also ask you to send written proof of the household income
you report anytime during the school year.

IF [DON’T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For example, childrenwith a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free and reduced-price meals if the householdincome drops below the income limit.

.
WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL’S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school officials. You alsomay ask for a hearing by calling or writing to: Student Services Coordinator, Mike O'Rear at 455 US Hwy. 31 North, Athens,AL 35611 or 256-233-6600 or mike.ovear@acs-k12.org.

.
MAY ] APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You, your children, or other household membersdo not have to be U.S. citizens to apply for free or reduced-price meals.

.
WHAT IFMY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if you normally make$1000 each month, but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1000 per month. If younormally get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime sometimes. If you have lost a job or had yourhours or wages reduced, use your current income.

. WHAT IF SOME HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS HAVE NO INCOME TO REPORT? Household members may not receive some types ofincome we ask you to report on the application or may not receive income at all. Whenever this happens, please write a 0 in thefield. However, if any income fields are left empty or blank, those will also be counted as zeroes. Please be careful when leavingthe income fields blank, as we assume you meant to do so.

. DOITHAVE TO PROVIDE MY SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER? Only the last 4 digits of the social security number of the household'sprimary wage earner or another adult household member (or an indication of “none’’) is required.

. WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE REPORT OUR INCOME DIFFERENTLY? Your basic pay and cash bonuses must be reportedas income. If you get any cash value allowances for off-base housing, food, or clothing, it must also be included as income.However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing allowance as income.Any additional combat pay resulting from deployment is also excluded from income.

.
WHAT iF THERE ISN’T ENOUGH SPACE ON THE APPLICATION FOR MY FAMILY? List any additional household members on aseparate piece of paper and attach it to your application. Contact Tandy Blackwell at 256-233-6600 or tandy. blackwell@acs-k12.org to receive a second application.

. MAY I DECLINE BENEFITS? Yes. Households notified of their children's eligibility must contact Athens City School District orschool if they choose to decline the free meal benefits.

. WHAT IF ALL CHILDREN ELIGIBLE FOR BENEFITS ARE NOT ON THE NOTICE OF ELIGIBILITY LETTER? If children or householdsreceive benefits under Assistance Programs or Other Source Categorically Eligible Programs and are not listed on the notice ofeligibility and are not notified by the school of their free meal benefits, the parent or guardian should contact the school or shouldsubmit an income application.

.
MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP. ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APFLY FOR? To find out how to apply for AlabamaSNAP or other assistance benefits, contact your local assistance office or call (800) 382-0499.

If you have other questions or need help, call 256-233-6600.

Sincerely,
Child Nutrition Program

Revised April 2026
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Step
2:

Do

any

household
members
currently

participate
in

SNAP,
TANF,
or

FDPIR?

If

anyone
in

your

nousehold
{including
you)

currently
participates

in

one
or

more
of

the

assistance
programs

listed
below,

your

children
are

eligible

for

free

school
meals:

|

»

The

Supplemental
Nutrition

Assistance
Program

(SNAP)
oF

Food
Stamp

Office

4-800-382-0499.

«

Temporary
Assistance
for

Needy
Families

(TANF)
or

Food

Stamp
Office

4-800-382-0499.

«

The
Food

Distribution
Program
on

indian

Reservations
(FDPIR).

‘A)

fro
one

in-your

household
partich

te?

fisted
progealy

Step
3:

List
ALL

househ

How
do|

report
my

income?

«

Use
the
lists
titled

“Sources
of

Income”
&

“Examples
of

Income
for

Children,”
on

the

pack
side
of

the

application
form
to

determine
if

your

household

has

income
to

report.

e

Report
all

amounts
in

GROSS
INCOME
ONLY.

Report
a

ncome
in

whole
dollars.
Do
not

include
cents.

o

Gross
income
is

the

total

income
receive

and

deductions.

©

Many
people

think
of

income
8S

the

amount
th

ome”
and
not
the

total,

“gross”
amount.
Make
sure
that
the

income
you

report
on

this

application

has

NOT
been

reduced
to

pay
for

taxes,
insur

s,

or

any

other

amounts
taken
from

your
pay.

»

Write
a

“0”

in

any

fields
where
there
is

no

income
to

report.

ome
fields
left

empty
or

blank
will

also
be

counted
as
a

Zero.
if

you

write
“Q”
of

leave
any

fields
blank,

you
are

certifying
(prom
sing)
that

there
is

no

income
to

report.
If

local

officials
suspect
that

your

household
income
was

reported
incorrectly,

your
app

cation
w

ated.

e

Mark
how
often
each

type
of

income
is

received
using
the

check
boxes
to

the

right
of

each
field.

Who

should
1

list

here?

e

When
filling

out
this

section,
please

clude
ALL

adult

members
in

your

household
who
are

living
with

you
and

share

income
and

expenses,
even
if

they
are

not

related

and_even
if

they
do

not

receive
income
of

their
own.

e

Do

NOT

include:

o

People
who
live
with

you
but
are
not

supported
by

your

household’s
incom
AND
do

not

cont
pute

income
to

your

household.

o

Infants,
children
and

students
already
listed
in

Step
1. 
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Step
4:

Contact
information

and

adult

signature

All

applications
must
be

signed
by
an

adult

member
of

the

household.
By

signing
the

application,
that

household
member
is

promising
that
all

information
has

been

truthfully
and

completely
reported.

Before

completing
this

section,
please

also
make
sure

you
have
read
the

statements
on

the

back
of

the

application.ue

contact

information
niite

your.carrent
“©

vintiand
Sign
Yo!

rename
|

ey

Mail

es

to

s

fields

provided
if

this

inform:

;

uvite

|

Print
the
|

i

avi

sAbyou
Tr

permanent
address,
that
1s

oka

pee

Sharing’a
phone.

et,

email

address,
oF

ROHN

'S

ptional,
“(4

put

helps
us

reach:
you

‘quick
we

need-to
contact
you

racial.
and

‘identities
(optional).

On
the

pack
of

the

appli

Ne

ion

about
your

children's
race
and.

dis

optional

your
chi

\

ty

for

free.
or

red

‘nformation
is

requested
solely
for
the

ing
the

State’
i

i

and.
your

fesponse
will
not

affect

cansideration
of

your

application
and

may
be

in

assuring
that
this

program
is

administered
ina

nondiscriminatory
manner.

Please
return
the

application
directly
to

your

child’s

SCHOOL.
DO

NOT
mail,
fax,
or

email

completed
applications

or

questions
about

applications
to

the

USDA
Office
of

the

Assistant
Secretary
for

Civil

Rights
or

your

child’s

eligibility
for

free

or

reduced-price
meals
will
be

delayed. 
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ISOURCES
AND

EXAMPLES
OF

INCOME
For

additional
information
on

income,
please
refer
to

the

instructions
that

accompany
this

application.

Earnings
from
Work

ssista

Pensions/Retirement/

Id

Support

other
sources
of

income

*

Salary,
wages,
cash

bonuses,
tips,

commissions

Unemployment
benefits

Social

Security/Disability
{including
railroad

*

Net

income
from

self-employment
(farm
or

Workers’

compensation

retirement
and

black
lung

benefits)

business)

;

Supplemental
Security
Income
(55)

private
ensions
of
or

ability
bene
ts

A

parent
is

disabled,
retired,
or

deceased,
and

their
child

receives
Social

Security
benefits.

If

you
are
in

the
U.S.

Milita

*

Basic
pay
and

cash

bonuses
(do

NOT

include

cambat
pay,

FSSA,
or

privatized
housing

allawances}
*

Allowances
far

off-hase
housing,
faad,

and
cfott

A

child
has
a

regular
full

or

part-time
job

where
they

earn
a

salary
or

wages.

A

child
is

blind
or

disabled
and

receives
Social

Security
benetits.

government

Annuities

Alimony
payments

investment
income

A

friend
or

extended
family

member
regularly
gives
a

child

spending
money.

Child

support
payments

Earned
interest.

Veterans’
benefits

Rental

income

A

child

receives
regular

income
fram
a

private
pension
tund,

anouity,
or

trust.

Strike

benefits

Regular
cash

payments
from

outside

household

OPTIONAL
hildren’s

ethnic
and

racial

identities.
This

information
is

kept

confidential
and

may
be

protected
by

the

Privacy
Act
of

1974.

We
are

required
to

ask
for

infarmation
about

your

children’s
race
and
eth

information
is

important
and

helps
to

make
sure
we
are

fully

serving
our

community.
Responding
to

this

section
is

optional

and

does
not

affect
your

children’s
eligibility
for

free
or

reduced
price

meals.

Ethnicity
(check
one):
LC)

Hispanic
or

Latino
{A

person
of

Cuban,
Mexican,

Puerto
Rican,
South
or

Central

American,
or

other

Spanish
Culture
or

origin,

regardless
of

race)

J

Not

Hispanic
or

Latino

Race

(check
one
or

more):
[1]

American
Indian

orAl

ati

i

O

Native

Hawaiian
or

Other
Pacific
Islander
Lt

White

Return
this

completed
form
to

your

child’s
school.
*Bo

not

mail,
fax,
or

email

completed
applications
to

the

U.S.

Department
of

Agriculture
Office
of

the

Assistant
Secretary
for

Civil

Rights.

|

DO

NOT
FILL
OUT

Fane
tees

Annual
Income

Conversion:
Weekly
*

52,

Every
2

Weeks
*

26,

Twice
a

Month
*

24,

Monthly
*

12.
Do

not

annualize
income
to

determine
e

igibility
unless
more
than
one

income

frequency
is

listed.

Total

Income

How

often?

Household
size

wea
|

Categorical
Eligibility
OJ

é

x

Mon

"

Free

Reduced

ne
|

samen
|

Monthly
|

a

|

c

Cc

|

|

|

J

[

—i
|

Determining
Official’s

Signature
Date

Confirming
Official’s

Signature
Date

Verifying
Official’s

Signature
Date

Use
of

information
Statem

The

Richard
B.

Russell
National
Schoo!
Lunch
Act

requires
that
we

use

information
from

.

.

this

application
to

see

who

qualifies
for

free
or

reduced
price

meals.
We
can

only

approve

The

contact

information
below
is

solely
to

file
a

complaint
of

discrimination.

complete
forms.
We

may
share

your

eligibility
information
with

education,
health,
and

USDA
FNS

Nondiscrimination
Statement

nutrition
programs
to

help
them

deliver
program

benefits
to

your

houschold.
Inspectors

and
law

enforcement
may
also
use

your

Information
to

make
sure
thal

program
rules
are

In

accordance
with

federai
civil

rights
law
and

USDA
civil

rights

regulations
and

policies,
the

USDA,
ils

agencies,
offices,

employees,
and

institutions

met.

participating
in

or

administering
USDA

programs
are

prohibited
from

discriminating
based
on

race,
color,

national
origin,

religion,
sex,

disability,
age,

Please
be

sure
to

provide
the

last

four

numbers
of

the

Social

Security
number
of

the

adult

marital
status,

family/parental
status,

income
derived
from
a

public

assistance
program,
political
beliefs,
or

reprisal
or

retaliation
for

prior
civil

rights

household
member
who

signs
the

application.
If

the

adult
does
not

have
one,

‘Check
if

no

activity,
in

any

program
or

activity

conducted
or

funded
by

USDA
{not
all

bases
apply
to

all

programs).
Remedies
and

complaint
filing

deadiines
vary
by

Social

Security
Number’.

Applications
for
a

foster
child
do

not

need
to

list
a

Social

Security

Program
or

incident.

number.

Applications
for

children
in

houscholds
receiving

Supplemental
Nutrition

Persons
with

disabilities
who

require

alternative
means
of

communication
for

program

information
(v.g.,

Braille,
large
print,

audiotape,
American

Sign

Assistance
Program
(SNAP)
or

Temporary
Assistance
for

Needy
Famities

(TANF)
or

Food

Language,
etc.}

should
contact
the

state
or

focal

agency
that

administers
the

program
or

contact
USDA

through
the

Telecommunications
Relay
Service
at

Distribution
Program
on

Indian

Reservativns
(FDPIR}
do

not

need
to

list
a

Social

Security

711

(voice
and

TTY).

Additionally,
program

information
may
be

made

available
in

languages
other
than

English.

number.

To
file

a

program

discrimination
camplaint,
complete
the

USDA

Program

Discrimination
Complaint
Form,

AD-3027,

found
ontine
at

How
to

File
a

Program

Some

children
qualify
far

free

meals

without
an

application.
Please
cantact

your

schaal
ta

iscrimination
Complaint
and
at

any

USDA
office
ar

write
a

letter

addressed
to

USDA
and

pravide
in

the

letter
all
af

the

information
requested
in

the

farm.

get

free

meals
for
a

foster
child,
and

children
who
are

hameless,
migrant,
or

runaway.

To

request
a

copy
of

the

complaint
form,
call

(866)

632-9992,
Submit

your

completed
form
or

letter
to

USDA
by:

1.Mail:U.S.
Department
of

Agriculture,
Office
of

the

Assistant
Secretary
far

Civil
Rigt

2.

Fax:

(202)

690-7442;
or

Return

completed
form
to

your

child’s
school
or

Central
—_
1400

independence
Avenue,
SW,

Mail

Stop

9410,

Washingtan,
0.C.

20250-9410;

3.

Email:

program.intake@usda.gov.

Office.

USDA
is

an

equal

opportunity
provider,
employer,
and

lender.

*

Do

not
mail

applications
to

this

address,
only

complaints
of

discrimination.

 


