Athens City Schools
FREE and REDUCED

Lunch Form

2026-2027

Save Paper

Complete an Application Online

Find a Direct Link at .acs-klZ.or

or any Athens City School Website

You must complete a new application each year. Please list evetyone in your
household and all your children in the Athens City School District on one

application. To qualify for free and reduced qualifying services, a
new_application and requalification must be completed by
Athens City Schools each school year. So, please complete this

application and turn in to your lunchroom or school office immediately or
complete an online application.

Thank you!
Athens City Schools
Child Nutrition Program
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

18.

16.

12.

18.

19.

MY CHILD'S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT ANEW ONE? Yes. Your child’s application is
only good for that school year and for the first few days of this school year, through SEPTEMBER 1 1, 2026. You must send in a new
application unless the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school year. If you do not send in a new application
that is approved by the school or you have not been notified that your child is eligible for free meals, your child will be charged
the full price for meals.

IGET WIC. CAN MY CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for free
or reduced-price meals. Please send in an application.

WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes, We may also ask you to send written proof of the household income
you report anytime during the school year.

IF I DON'T QUALIFY NOW, MAY 1 APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For example, children
with a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free and reduced-price meals if the household
income drops below the income limit. .

WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL'S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school officials. You also
may ask for a hearing by calling or writing to: Student Services Coordinator, Mike O'Rear at 455 US Hwy. 31 North, Athens,

AL 35611 or 256-233-6600 or mike.orear@acs-k12,0rg.

MAY ] APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You, your children, or other household members
do not have to be U.S, citizens to apply for free or reduced-price meals.

WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you noxmally receive. For example, if you normally make

$1000 each month, but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you rnade $1000 per month. If you
normally get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime sometimes. If you have lost a job or had your
hours or wages reduced, use your current income.

WEHAT IF SOME HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS HAVE NO INCOME TO REPORT? Household members may not receive some types of
income we ask you to report on the application or may not receive income at all. Whenever this happens, please write a 0 in the
field. However, if any incorue fields are left empty or blank, those will also be counted ag zeroes. Please be careful when leaving
the income fields blank, as we will assume you meant to do so.

DO IHAVE TC PROVIDE MY SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER? Only the last 4 digits of the social security number of the househeld's
primary wage earner or another aduit household member (or an indication of “none”) is required.

WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE REPORT OUR INCOME DIFFERENTLY? Your basic pay and cash bonuses must be reported

as income. If you get any cash value allowances for off-base housing, foed, or clothing, it must also be included as income.
However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing allowance as income.
Any additional combat pay resulting from deployment is also excluded from income.

WHAT IF THERE ISN'T ENOUGH SPACE ON THE APPLICATION FOR MY FAMILY? List any additional household members on a
separate piece of paper and attach it to your application. Contact Tandy Blackwell at 256-233-6600 or tandy.blackwell@acs-
k12.org to receive a second application.

MAY | DECLINE BENEFITS? Yes. Hougseholds notified of their children’s eligibility must contact Athens City School District or
school if they choose to decline the free meal benefits,

WHAT IF ALL CHILDREN ELIGIBLE FOR BENEFITS ARE NOT ON THE NOTICE OF ELIGIBILITY LETTER? If children or households
receive benefits under Assistance Programs or Other Source Categorically Eligible Programs and are not listed on the notice of
eligibility and are not notified by the school of their free meal benefits, the parent or guardian should contact the school or should
subimit an income application.

MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP. ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out how to apply for Alabama
SNAP or other assistance benefits, contact your local assistance office or call (800) 382-0499,

If you have other questions or need help, call 256-233-6600.

Sincerely,
Child Nutrition Program

Revised April 2026
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Step 2: Do any household members currently participate in SNAP, TANF, or FDPIR?

if anyone in your household (including you) currently participates in one or more of the assistance programs listed below, your children are eligible
for free school meals:

o The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) or Food Stamp Office 1-800-382-0499.
¢ Temporary Assistance for Needy Families {TANF) or Food Stamp Office 1-800-382-0499.
¢ The Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR).

B e ety s B
e oy Tbted pedgpans 0 e
NG” in Stepi2 and go 19:f ] , c

d Step 3: List ALL household members and income for eachmember

How do | report my income?
* Use the lists titled “Sources of Income™ & “Examples of Income for Children,” on the back side of the application form to determine if your household
has income to report.
+ Report all amounts in GROSS INCOME ONLY. Report all income in whole dollars. Do not include cents.
o Gross income is the total income received before taxes and deductions.

o Many people think of income as the amount they “take home” and not the total, “gross” amount. Make sure that the income you report on this application
has NOT been reduced to pay for taxes, insurance premiums, or any other amounts taken from your pay.

_” = Wiite a “0" in any fields where there is no income to report. Any income fields left empty or blank will also be counted as a zero. If you write “0” or leave any

fields blank, you are certifying (promising) that there is no income to report. If local officials suspect that your household income was reported incorrectly,
your application will be investigated.

» Mark how often each type of income is rec

3 AR

gl e’
Who should | list here?
» When filling out this section, please include ALL adult members in your household who are living with you and share income and expenses, even if they are
not related and even if they do not receive income of their own.
¢ Do NOT inciude:
o People who live with you but are not supported by your household’s income AND do not contribute income to your household.
o Infants, children and students already listed in Step 1.

ng the check boxes to the right of each field.
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Step 4: Contact information and adult signature

All appiications must be signed by an adult member of the household. By signing the application, that household member is promising that all
%umgaﬁguaggn%%. Before completing this section, please also make sure you have read the statements on the

Please return the application directly to your child’s SCHOOL. DO NOT mail, fax, or email completed applications or

questions about applications to the USDA Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights or your child’s eligibility for free
or reduced-price meals will be delayed.



{Iruonde) jewsz {izuopdo) suoyg dp e A (Biqeiene ) ss2ppy Sumen
C ] - ] — I E =) = =) L B

%18Q s,Aepoy UNpy Jo sunyeudis i) auy Bupudis Y npy jo awen Jupy

L 1 L 1 — |

« SME| |e1apa4 pue Aje)s ajqeaydde 43pun patnoesoud aq Aew | pue ‘sjyauaq |eaw 8501 ABw uupjIys Aw ‘uonew.oyul asjes an)d Apsodind | ) 124y aleme we | ‘uopeuLIo) BY) (o)
“Ajian Aew siepiyo 100435 Jei pue ‘spuny |esapa4 Jo 1dwaal U1 YHM UOIPIULOD Ul uand s UBhEWLIO) SI4) JeY) pueisiapun | “paLiodal S| awoaul e 1ey) pue ‘anu 5) uo)eddde SIY3 Uo uopewo |[e Jeyy (as|wosd) Apnasa lu

_ TT9SE IV ‘suayiy ‘N 1€ AMH SN SSb e SUHO [BHUD) sjootpg M) suapy  TBIgID {EAUE) 10 TOOHDS S.Q1THD HNOA OL 503 Q1IN0 NERLIE  aumeudis ynpe pue Lopeuriou) Jaeju0d E_
: - - z "33 T 431§ U1 PAISI| UBIPIIY TIV AQ pan3aa. {suonanpap pue ssxey a.043) swoau) w101 ay3 apnpu|
() 7 ) - 2 [ "JUOIY 3AID32 JO UIES PIOYSNDY 4T ) UZIP)IYI SIUBRIOS
TR E UG Py
Fentuy _ Hpuowy _ puow xt Kiany _ Aaam
IPONIBSR) Uays Mog awoul pIyy g
'§32N0S 303U 4O 151 Jo} (= | (Preatddy ) saquiay
dd [7 #equinN Ajndag PIOYISNOY JNPY 1310 10 Jawey afem Aewpg
eq s,uoiedlidde a3s ases)y (E905 6u J Y3813 40 JoquIN KR3S [epos 10 SiaquINN 4no4 157 [ —_1 tsunpy pue vaspu) siaquiayy proyasnoy jmay
~d o) @ J " J ot o) 2 ! 2 w < - 2 .
L o) o ) . v ot o o A L o ) " ) s
3 3 o) 3 s| 2 J J 2 . 2 2 ! ot ») N
o ) J - , 2 ) Ly o) . o 9, < h o .
0. o ) o " - s J ) 4 . 2 "
ETTT [ [~ Awowgy | ey oW [ GWONYZ | M E = YoM o} {1521 pue asiiJFSaquuay pioyssno Iy Jo SwEN
SR Iy 'SyeunE A ‘uoddns ppya Asag sBupwieg
P3NZI%1 UBIID MGH 155 *Apn3ag epog PanEI=d Uao MOR Pwesssy EPIA[3IB] USLJO MO
WBWRAY ‘SucKUR Hgng

"1odal 03 2Wosul ou 5 alay) e (Juisiwoad) BuiApsed e noA “ue|q spey Aue aaes| Jo A, 491Ua NOA J] *,0, 3IM ‘ainos Aue WOy 3woou; aa1@334 30U op Asy J| “Ajuo (sjua 0u) siejjop 3joyUMm u) 3N0S ydea Joj (suononpap
Pue saxe; a10j9q) awodu; 5509 [e30] podas "Bwodu aap2a Ao #1 ‘pass) 13qUIBIN PIOYBSNOH yoes Jo4 “BWosU] 31833 J0U op A2yl )l UaAa (J|asInok Suipnpu) T 4318 W P335| 30U SIAGWRIN PjOYSSNOH NPy |12 1sN
('noA Fupnpuy ‘payejas jou # uan3 'sasuadxa pue awioluy saueys pue noi Yiim Jual) s) oym auohuy) SI2GURIN PIOYISNoH ynpy ||y v

_| (suononpap pue saxey a10jaq) Jaquuait yoes 1o) ILWOU| pUE SI3qUILI PIoYBsNOY TTY GE

"a3eds $Iy3 U] JqLuNU ased 3o Ajuo s3pm (8 *{Y3FFINNN 183 LON] H3TWNN 5v) " d31S 01 Paz20Jd pue Y JaqUInU 35E3 BpIA € SO '£d315 03 05 €&OoN O

_| : £Yida4 40 ‘INVL ‘dVNS :uj 23ed)5Raed [nok Suipnjau)) sisquiaw ppyasnoy >=E
Tuedy -
D ueq i deig D _u _H_ _H_ g
s uopInIsY| =3
uonexnddy D D _H_ _.H_ W
ay: o3 Jagal 3
asead ‘saxoq _H_ D _H_ _H_ m
2533 jo Aue <

P33IIYD NOA §) D D D D
ss3jawoH Aemeuny wesdin  pyy easoy apeis WENTEIS P N SweN 35 s pip
"Pioyssnor noA uj noA &3 paiejas Jou uaspyys sapnjau) FML "Ryauaq to; Fuifidde Jou uupy pue ‘oyss u) jou U2IPIN3 ‘Sj00ys 1330 Buipusyie ualpjya ‘sweu i5)) 0y 39810} 10u oQ *ployesnoy ayy uy UIPIYS TIV 351
_| “Sauleu a.0w Joj adeds pasu Nok Jf saded 40 339ys JaIouE PERY ‘2T 3peL8 Jujpniauy pue 03 dn s;uapNIS pue ‘Syuep UBIPHP TTY GE

TT9SE TV ‘suayly ‘yuoy 1€ '"AMH N ss ‘Ss3yaqy
i d d s y oy Jad uo dd
PN 100y Ay suayay ey PLASIA/I00YS) 0L NNLTY {Irouad e jou} uad e asn B3]d "ployasnoy Jad uoneaydde auo asdwor

ddEpaoNpo13) T Uk Bord-UomIINT- P/ SIRUTIdSp/310°7 [-S08 My SNE SANFING Alddy SIE3N 321d-padnpay pue 3314 1oy uones)iddy pjoyesnoy adAi0joud4



Mol MR LW ES U RN LB INSINIS For additional information on income, please refer to the instructions that accompany this application. _

s, . b ke wir gty ....._ﬁ. 1|.r.|..|ﬂ e s =
Public Assistance/Alimony/ Pensions/Retirement/
Child Support All other sources of income o A child has a regular fufl or part-time job where they earn a salary or wages.
« Salary, wages, cash bonuses, tips, commissions | * c_._m..zu_n.z_:-m:n benefits » Social Security/Disability {including railroad
* Netincome from seif-employment {farm or * Workers® compensation retirement and black lung benefits] * A child s blind or disabled and receives Social Security benefits.
business} « Supplemental Security Income (S5I) * Private Pensions or disability benefits o A parent is disabled. retired. or d ed. and their child ives Social Security benefits
" * Cash assistance from State or tocal + Income from trusts or estates = e
you are in the U.S. Military: L
government » Annuities S
+ Basic pay and cash bonuses (do NOT .__._n_:n_m » Alimony payments » Investment income » A friend or extended family member regularly gives a child spanding money.
cornbat pay, FSSA, o privatized housing * Child support payments * Earned interest, . e
allowances) * Veterans’ benefits * Rentalincome * A child receives regular income from a private pension fund, annuity, or trust.
. Z_MEMHW for off-base housing, food, « Strike benefits = Regular cash payments from outside household
g Cothing — - e

_Onj [SIL V. RcChildren’s ethnic and racial identities. This information is kept confidential and may be protected by the Privacy Act of 1974,

We are required to ask for information about your children’s race and ethnicity. This information Is important and helps to make sure we are fully serving our community. Responding to this section is optional
and does not affect your children’s eligibility for free or reduced price meals.

Ethnicity (check one): [ Hispanic or Latino {A person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or other Spanish Culture or origin, regardiess of race} O3 Not Hispanic or Latino

Race {check one or more): [J American indian or Alaska Native OAsian [ Black or African American O Native Hawaifan or Other Pacific Islander O white

Return this completed form to your child’s school. *Do not mall, fax, or email completed applications to the U.S, Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Clvil Rights.

IR MG For school use only.

Annual Income Conversion: Weekly x 52, Every 2 Weeks x 26, Twice a Month x 24, Monthly x 12. Do not annualize income to determine eligibility unless more than one income frequency is listed.

Total Income How often? Household size Categorical Eligibility (1 Eligibility
_ Weekly _ Sl _ 2 Mesth _ Moathly _ sz | [ | s glollity free | Reduced | Denied
£ c ¢ ¢ ¢ SN - c

_ || | i | | il

Determining Official’s Signature  Date Confirming Official’s Signature  Date Verifying Offictal’s Signature Date

Use of iInformation Statement

The Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act requires that we use Information from

this application to see who qualifies for free or reduced price meals. We can only approve The contact information below Is solely to file a complaint of discrimination.

complete forms. We may share your eligibility information with education, health, and USDA FNS Nondiscrimination Statement

nutrition programs to help them deliver program benefits to your household. Inspectors

and {aw enforcement may also use your Information to make sure that program rules are In accordance with federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its agencies, offices, employees, and institutions

met. participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, refigion, sex, disability, age,
Please be sure to pravide the last four numbers of the Sacial Security number of the adult marftal status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, of reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights
household member who signs the application. If the adult does nat have one, ‘Check if no activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadiines vary by
Social Security Number'. Applications for a foster child do not need to list a Social Security program or incident.

number. Applications for children in households receiving Supplemental Nutrition Parsons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign
Assistance Program (SNAP) or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) or Food Language, etc.) should contact the state or local agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at
Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR} do not need to list a Sociat Security 711 {voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than Engiish.

number. To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program
Some children quakify for free meals without an application. Please contact your school to Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the Information requested in the form.
get free meals for a foster child, and children who are homeless, migrant, of runaway. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) £32-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

1.Mall:U.5. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,

. 2. Fax: (202) 690-7442;
Return completed form to your child’s school or Central 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; o N

3. Emait: program.intake@usda.gov.
Office. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. * Do not mail zpplications to this address, only complaints of discrimination.



