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At its May 18 meeting, the 
Centennial School Board 
unanimously approved a resolution 
to place two referendum questions 
on the November 2026 ballot. This 
important step reflects years of 
planning, analysis, and community 
engagement focused on retaining 
the excellence that our community 
has come to expect in Centennial 
Schools. 

Throughout this multi-year 
process, one message has 
remained central: maintaining 
strong schools requires both 
high-quality learning experiences 
and safe, well-functioning facilities.

The board’s action represents an 
important transition from planning 
to public decision-making. Over 
the coming months, community 
members will have the opportunity 
to learn more about the proposed 
referendum, ask questions, and 
stay informed ahead of the 
November election.

The two referendum questions 
focus on distinct but connected 
priorities:

QUESTION 1 is an 
operating levy question 
designed to support student 
learning, educational 
programming, and district 
operations.

QUESTION 2 is a facilities 
bond question focused on 
improving and maintaining 
school buildings, safety and 
security, learning spaces, 
infrastructure, and activity 
areas across the district.

Together, these questions reflect 
the district’s commitment to 
balancing educational excellence 
with responsible stewardship of 
community resources.

Our schools today serve students 
in ways that look very different 
than they did even a generation 
ago. Learning environments must 
support collaboration, flexibility, 
student well-being, safety, 
technology, and a broader range 
of academic and extracurricular 
opportunities. At the same time, 
many district facilities continue to 
age and require ongoing 
maintenance and modernization.

Importantly, the proposal focuses 
on identified and prioritized needs. 
The board intentionally 
concentrated on projects and 
investments supported by data, 
facility analysis, financial planning, 
and community input. Centennial 
Forward is designed as a 
comprehensive, long-range plan, 
not a short-term response or a 
collection of aspirational projects.

In the months ahead, the district 
will continue providing clear, 
factual information about the 
referendum questions, identified 
needs, proposed projects, 
timelines, and potential tax 
impacts so community members 
can stay informed and engaged 
throughout the process.

As always, our goal is 
transparency, engagement, and 
thoughtful planning grounded in 
what is best for students and the 
Centennial community.

Strong schools are built through 
partnership, and I appreciate the 
many ways our community 
continues to stay engaged in these 
important discussions. I encourage 
all community members to learn 
more, ask questions, and stay 
informed as we move toward the 
November election.

Visit isd12.org/centennial-forward 
for additional information, project 
lists, and community engagement 
opportunities.

Dr. Jeff Holmberg 
Superintendent of Schools

The Conversation Continues:  
Moving Centennial Forward
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THE FUTURE IS  
LOOKING BRIGHT!  
Our elementary schools loved  
meeting the Class of 2039 during 
the April Kindergarten Round-Up. 
Ready to be a Cougar?  
Kindergarten enrollment is being 
accepted for the 2026-2027 school 
year. See isd12.org/enroll-today 
for information. 

Aug 31:	 First day of school for  
		  Grades 1-6, 9

	Sept 1:	 First day of school for preschool,  
		  kindergarten, grades 7 & 8, 10-12,  
		  and Journey

88% 
say they feel good about  
the quality of education at  
Centennial Schools

89% 
say the school district does a 
good job involving the community 
in making decisions

89% 
say they trust the school district 
to do the right thing

*2026 Centennial School District 
Residential Survey (Random 
Sample/500 Residents)

ABC

What Our 
Community  
is Saying

Two-Time Winner 
Centennial Schools



INSIDE CENTENNIAL
E IS FOR ENGINEERING  
Blue Heron Elementary third-grade 
students participated in 
Engineering Day as a part of their 
ABC Countdown to Summer. 
Ambassadors from the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation 
visited each classroom and 
facilitated the Bridge Up! (STEM) 
interactive program that integrated 
bridge architecture, design, and 
engineering. Throughout the day, 
students engaged in hands-on 
activities that encouraged 
creativity, problem-solving, 
teamwork, and critical thinking. 
Students explored real-world 
engineering concepts by building 
and testing their projects alongside 
classmates and ambassadors. The 
experience helped bring STEM 
learning to life in a fun and 
meaningful way while inspiring 
curiosity and innovation.

RESIDENCY ART PROJECT
Northern Clay Center led students 
in an art project at Centennial 
Elementary. A should out to our 
community and to CEPO for your 
support to fund opportunities like 
this one for our students. 

CELEBRATING THE LOVE OF 
READING
Centerville Elementary’s second 
annual Family Author Night was 
another tremendous success this 
spring with a large turnout of 
students and families coming 
together to celebrate reading. 
Families enjoyed hearing from 
children’s author Megan Mayer, 
participating in crafts, enjoying 
treats, and having books 
autographed.

CELEBRATING CULTURE
Students and staff at Golden Lake 
Elementary came together to 
celebrate their community during 
the school’s annual Culture Day. 
The day showcased the diverse 
cultural backgrounds, heritages, 
and traditions that make Golden 
Lake so special. From sharing 
family histories to learning about 
global traditions, it was a day of 
connection, learning, and  
mutual respect.

A WINNING COMBINATION
The Rice Lake Elementary 
community came together to collect 
clothing and other soft goods to 
donate to the Epilepsy Foundation. 
The school received an amazing 
outpour of support, with dozens of 
bags of items donated to help fund 
critical programs for the 55,000 
Minnesotans living with epilepsy. The  
school also received a small donation 
from the foundation for their 
contribution. 

 

GRATEFUL PARTNERSHIP WITH 
ALEXANDRA HOUSE 
Pines School partners with 
Alexandra House to bring a weekly 
healthy relationships curriculum to 
students across all four of the 
school’s programs. Students 
participated in a six-week course, 
one day each week, focused on 
communication, boundaries, respect, 
trust, and understanding what 
healthy relationships should look 
like. The school is grateful for 
Alexandra House and the important 
role they play to help our students 
grow socially and emotionally.

DISCOVERING CAREERS 
Thank you to our amazing 
Centennial community made up of 
talented and kind professionals 
who shared their time and career 
journeys with our curious students. 
From teachers, nurses, pharmacists, 
and therapists to marketing 
directors, graphic designers, and 
news anchors; from engineers to 
entrepreneurs, judges, and pastors 
to the Air Force and the MN Twins, 
the bases were loaded with career 
opportunities as students 
chart their future.

PASSING ALONG ADVICE
Transitioning to high school can be 
daunting, but Centennial Middle 
Schoolers received the “inside 
scoop” for success. A panel of 
eight high school students (grades 
9–12) visited the school to share 
their firsthand experiences and 
demystify the high school journey. 
A shout out to our 
student leaders: 
Sophie (’26), Makena 
(’27), Max (’27), 
Mumina (’28), Logan 
(’28), Hawi (’29), 
Garrett (’27), and 
Nathan (’29).

Centennial Area Learning Center 
staff have found ways to expand 
learning opportunities for  
students during the school year.  
Fishing-4-All, funded by a grant 
from the MN Department of 
Natural Resources, and Cooking 
Matters, a University of Minnesota 
Extension program, positively 
impacted student learning. 

school news

Students and staff at Golden Lake  
Elementary celebrated their cultural  
backgrounds, heritages, and traditions 
during Culture Day at their school.

Manufacturing Pathway students went behind the 
scenes at Diamond Metal Products, G & K Machining, 
and Boe Iron, Inc. this spring to explore high-demand 
careers in the field. A shout out to these local  
companies for hosting our students and providing 
valuable learning experiences.

Centennial Area Learning Center teachers 
tried new strategies to increase hands-on 
learning in the classroom. Teacher Pam 
Rehnelt used the construction of kites to 
teach geometry concepts. The final task was 
flying student-crafted kites on a sunny day.

Centerville Elementary’s Family Author Night featured 
children’s author Megan Mayer. The event was organized 
and funded by the Centerville’s CPTA, whose continued 
support helps create meaningful opportunities for 
students and families to learn together.

Centennial High School’s Prom 
at Infinite Campus was a night to 
remember! A huge thank you to 
Charlie Kratsch (’85) for being 
such a gracious host and creating 
memories for our students.

Students at Blue Heron Elementary 
participated in Engineering Day as they 
count down to summer via the ABC’s 
(“E” is for Engineering!). It was a fantastic 
opportunity for students to learn through 
discovery and see themselves as future 
engineers, creators, and problem-solvers.

The Northern Clay 
Center brought  
specialized  
teaching artists  
and hands-on  
clay experiences  
directly to students  
at Centennial  
Elementary this 
spring.

I want to thank our community for 
your ongoing support of our 
students this school year. The 
Observer is a snapshot of all the 
great things happening in our 
schools, from honoring staff at the 
annual recognition ceremony to 
highlighting what our students are 
doing in the classroom and in their 
co-curricular activities. We also 
showcase two alumni—one who 
returned to Golden Lake 
Elementary to show appreciation 
for the school’s mentor program, 
and another who trains astronauts 
at NASA. Centennial graduates are 
doing great things!

As the school year winds down, we 
are gearing up for summer 
programming—our schools will be 
full of activities and programs for 
students and the community—as 
well as the new school year ahead. 
We are also looking to the future of 
Centennial Schools. The cover story 
of this issue addresses the months 
of community study and planning 
around the district’s long-range 
strategic planning process, 
designed to balance our “Learning” 
(operational) and “Building” 
(capital) needs with our 
community’s expectations. 

Over the past two years, we have 
been incredibly grateful to partner 
with our parents, staff, and 
community members, whose 
shared insights have helped shape 
the future of our schools and define 
our most critical priorities for 
students. The two questions on the 
November 3, 2026 ballot address 
an operational levy to bridge the 
$2.4 million budget gap driven by 
inflation, state funding not keeping 
pace with rising costs, and 
unfunded legislative mandates.  
A bond referendum requests the 
funds for critical district-wide 
facility improvements that address 
years of deferred maintenance, 
enhance the safety and security of 
our schools, and modernize our 
learning environments.

Throughout the summer, we will 
send you additional information. 
Visit us at isd12.org/centennial-
forward to learn more about the 
future of Centennial Schools.

Thank you for your continued 
partnership and for your 
commitment to our students.

Dr. Jeff Holmberg 
Superintendent of Schools
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A Career and Technical College Fair at Centennial 
High School provided students in grades 10-12 the 
opportunity to explore postsecondary pathways beyond 
the traditional four-year college route. The fair featured 
representatives from community colleges, technical 
colleges, apprenticeship programs, trade unions,  
the military, EMS, police, and local professionals  
representing technical and skilled careers.

Members of the community 
visited Centennial Middle 
School students to talk about 
their careers, helping students 
discover opportunities as they 
begin to plan for the future. 
Pictured, Kelly Devries, senior 
principal materials engineer 
at Medtronic.

It’s a winning combination for Rice Lake 
Elementary and the Epilepsy Foundation. 
The community showed up with a grand 
donation of clothing and goods. Students 
and parents took time out of their day to 
help load the truck.

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM  
FOR A SNEAK PEEK INTO  
CENTENNIAL SCHOOLS
centennial.isd12   #centennialproud 



INSIDE CENTENNIAL
MINNESOTA YOUTH SYMPHONIES 
Grade 8 musicians Camille Kosher, 
Carter Zackowski, Hunter Johnson, 
Ava Rodriguez, Lilly Grafstrom, and 
Sophia Scanlon participated in an 
honor band with the Minnesota 
Youth Symphonies this spring; Lilly 
and Ava were invited to join the 
rest of the season with the 
orchestra every Saturday with a 
final concert at Orchestra Hall in 
April and will audition for the 
Minnesota Youth Symphony for 
next year. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
CENTENNIAL HIGH SCHOOL 
ALL-CONFERENCE MUSIC 
STUDENTS!
Instrumental music students:  
Seniors Madison Vanden Broeke, 
Clarinet; Tatum Stewart, Clarinet; 
Garrett Taddeo, Alto Saxophone; 
Anthony Abraham, Trumpet; Grace 
Peterson, French Horn; Nathan 
Schwartz, Trombone; Graham 
Norton, Trombone; Joshua 
Ketchum, Tuba; Natalie Palecek, 
Tuba.

Choral music students: Seniors 
Brielle Reynolds, Soprano; Chloe 
Hatfield, Soprano; CarlyFaith 
Ratgen, Alto; Natalie Jefferson, 
Alto; Jacoby Griffith, Tenor; Liam 
Marquard, Bass; David Carlson, 
Bass; Jeremiah Sisk, Bass.

CHOIR NOTES
Minnesota Music Educators 
Association All-State Choir: Seniors 
Zoe Ford, Sophia Smith, Jaiden 
Berres, Aiden Schulze, Crow 
Pinsonnault.

REGION 5AA VOCAL SOLO/
ENSEMBLE CONTEST RESULTS 
Students from the Centennial High 
School choir program participated 
in the Region 5AA Vocal Solo/
Ensemble Contest at Centennial 
High School. Congratulations to the 
Centennial choir students on their 
performances. Centennial received 
44 Superior Ratings and 13 
Excellent Ratings at the Region 
5AA Solo/Ensemble Contest.
Rihana Abdi (11), Bella Bruhn (11), 
Ayrylle Bumagat (10), Ingrid Eide 
(11), Kady Hermanson (11), Svea 
King (12), Olushola Olaniyi (10), 
Destyni Rosas (11), Matthias Russell 
(11), Jeremiah Sisk (12), Yeron Tesso 
(10), Duabci Vue (10), Jackson 
Bentrup (12), Jaiden Berres (12), 
Nolan Calain (11), David Carlson 
(12), Natalie Carlson (11), Sawyer 
Celotta (11), Britta Clapp (10), Eden 
Cutts (12), Lexie Dresen (12), 
Makena Miers (11), Elsie Efram (12), 
Scout Groshong (10), Chloe 
Hatfield (12), Hannah Hudzinski 
(12), Natalie Jefferson (12), Logan 

Johnson (10), Farris Kassem (10), 
Will Korba (11), Delilah LeClair (11), 
Lilia LeTendre (11), Kell Lewen (12), 
Josi Lohn (10), Elliot Malone (10), 
Liam Marquard (11), Kianna McNeil 
(12), Piper Mortenson (11), Neida 
Osman (10), Mesno Oumer (12), 
Grace Palm (10), Crow Pinsonnault 
(12), CarlyFaith Ratgen (12), Jake 
Ratgen (10), Avery Shawaluk (11), 
Sophia Smith (12), Chloe Wick (11), 
Suki Xiong (11), Lilly Yang (12), 
Aidan Schulze (12), Sofia Zacher 
(10), Lydia Carroll (11), and Zoe 
Ford (12).

Centennial also received three out 
of six of the Best in Site Awards 
and had two students receive 
perfect scores: Lydia Carroll 
– Perfect Score, Zoe Ford – Perfect 
Score and Best in Site Award, 
Aidan Schulze – Best in Site Award, 
Sofia Zacher – Best in Site Award.

HONOR CHOIR 
Sophomores Scout Groshong, 
Farris Kassen, Jacob Ratgen, Sofia 
Zacher, Paladin Dawson, and Moua 
Harmony were selected as 
members of the American Choral 
Directors Association of Minnesota 
Honor Choir.

DECA COMPETITION RESULTS 
DECA prepares high school 
students for careers in marketing, 
finance, hospitality, and 

management through classroom 
integration, experiential learning, 
and competitive events.
First place, District Competition 
and State Qualifiers: Wada Gemeda 
(12), Prahbleen Khosa (12), Tatum 
Knox (12), Riley Sisk (9), Nathan 
Thorstad (9), Eleanor Moga (9), 
Sophia Chong (9). Second place, 
District Competition and State 
Qualifiers: McKenna Stone (11), 
Rachael Bushnell (12), Brooke 
Hayes (11), Susan Ghaley (11), Ellie 
Hoverman (11), Lauryn Dufour (11), 
Garrett Schneider (11), Wada 
Gemeda (12), Susan Ghaley (11), 
Vivek Seemakurthy (10). Third place, 
District Competition and State 
Qualifiers: Anjali Patel (12), Katie 
Bergdahl (12), Antonio Cordova (11), 
Liliana Peltier (11), Melanie Ramos 
Garcia (11), Ava Meyer (11), Delilah 
LeClair (11), Robert Panait (11), 
McKenna Stone (11).             

student news

MOVING OVER THE SUMMER? 
Are you moving and still residing in 
the Centennial School District, or 
are you moving out of the district 
and not returning to Centennial 
Schools in the fall? Please call the 
District Office at 763.792.6026 
with address changes.

SUMMER EBT/SUN BUCKS 
This summer, families approved for 
educational benefits for the 
2025-2026 school year may receive 
$120 for each eligible school-aged 
child, ages 7-17, to buy groceries 
when school is out through SUN 
Bucks, a program offered by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
See isd12.org/departments/
nutrition-services to learn if  
you qualify.

IMMUNIZATION INFORMATION 
Minnesota Statute 121A.15 requires 
children enrolled in childcare, early 

childhood education, or school to 
be immunized against certain 
diseases, unless the child is 
medically or non-medically 
exempt. If proper documentation  
is not provided, students will be 
unable to attend school after 
October 30, 2026. See isd12.org/
departments/health-services/
immunizations for information on 
what you need to do. Check the 
Campus Parent Portal for the 
immunization status of your  
K-12 student.

POWERPACK AND CENTENNIAL 
COMMUNITY BACKPACK 
Supplies and community donations 
are needed for the 2026-2027 
school year.

Powerpack:  
centennialfoodshelf.org/give

Backpack: 
centennialbackpack.org

CENTENNIAL RECEIVES AWARD 
FOR FINANCIAL REPORTING 
The Centennial School District 
received the prestigious Certificate 
of Excellence in Financial Reporting 
for the second year in a row. The 
award recognizes districts that 
uphold the highest standards of 
financial reporting and transparency. 
Centennial earned this honor for its 
exemplary Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2025. 

Advocating for legislation that supports our district 
is a  year-round commitment. Superintendent Dr. Jeff 
Holmberg and members of the Centennial School Board 
met with our legislators at the Capitol this spring to 
ensure our district’s voice is heard where the decisions 
are made. These face-to-face conversations are vital; 
they allow us to move beyond statistics and share the 
real-world challenges and successes happening within 
our hallways. Pictured, from left, Heidi Hansen, Board 
Chair Tom Knisely, Craig Johnson, and Gloria Murphy.

Centennial High School All-Conference choir students, pictured with Guest Director Bret 
Amundson, dean of the School of Arts and Sciences at the University of Colorado Springs.

(Pictured right) Leighton Simmons (5), a student at 
Centennial Elementary, was named the 2025 State 
Queen for the Jr. PreTeen division in the National 
American Miss (NAM) competition. Leighton gives 
back to her community through volunteer work, 
supporting and helping children of all ages.

Grade 8 instrumental students 
participated in an honor band with the 
Minnesota Youth Symphonies. Front row, 
from left, Ava Rodriguez, Lilly Grafstrom, 
and Sophia Scanlon. Back row, from left, 
Camille Kosher, Carter Zaczkowski,  
Hunter Johnson.

Scan me for 
summer food 
program info.

district news

Pictured L to R: Centennial Students for Change hosted a Culture Fair in May. 
The community enjoyed performances, culture booths, games, activities, and 
a vendor market.

Fourth-grade students from all five Centennial elementary schools sang with 
the Centennial Concert Choir at the District Choir Concert this spring.

We are hiring! See employment opportunities at isd12.org/join-our-team.

Join Our Team!

Registration for the 2026-2027 school year is available  
at isd12.org/enroll-now for resident and non-resident students. 

Tell us you are here so the district can plan for the future.  
Call the District Office at 763.792.6026.

Discover Centennial Schools



sports & activities

Girls Wresting
NORA AKPAN (12) AC, 1ST 
PLACE, SECTIONS; STATE 
PARTICIPANT
SAMANTHA DOUGHERTY (11) 
AC, 2ND PLACE SECTIONS; 
STATE PARTICIPANT
EMILY MCDONALD (11) HM

Boys Wresting
ANDREW PERSON (12) AC, 
1ST PLACE, SECTIONS; STATE 
PARTICIPANT
BRAYDEN BOESCH (11) AC, 
2ND PLACE, SECTIONS;  
STATE PARTICIPANT
CALLAN SHELSTAD (8) AC 

WRESTLING SECTION RUNNER UP

CONNOR LOUKS (11) HM – TEAM RELAY
ANNA SWANSON (12) HM

NORDIC SKI

KATHRYN BALL (12) AC, DEFENSEMAN 
OF THE YEAR FINALIST; ALL STATE HM
ANNABELLE BUCCIONE (10), AC
ALAINA GNETZ (12) AC, MS. HOCKEY 
FINALIST, ALL STATE
JOSEPHINE KELZENBERG (9) AC
AMELIA SUTCH (10) AC, ALL STATE
GRACE LAAGER* (11) AC, ALL STATE HM

ISAAC NUGYEN (12) AC
GRANT PAGE (11) AC
BENNO SCHUHBAUER (11) AC
BLAKE THORSON (10) AC

ALPINE SKI

HAILEY PETERSON (10) AC
GWEN HALVERSON (12) AC
HADLEY GOOCHEY* (10) AC
ELEANOR NELSON (10) AC

EVELYN NELSON (7) AC,  
STATE PARTICIPANT
HANNAH LOFGREN (10) AC
RYDER QUINN* (9) AC

BOYS HOCKEY

NOLAN BORDER (11) AC
NICHOLAS CARLS (12) AC
GAVIN CUNNINGHAM (12) HM  
MATTHEW SIEGLER (12) HM

 COOPER HEHIR (12) AC 
JOSEPH HEMR (12) AC
KADEN JOHNSON (11) HM

NEVAEH HARMER-SHAW* 
(12) AC

ADAPTED FLOOR HOCKEY 

TRISTAN HANSON (12) AC

BOYS BASKETBALL ACADEMIC SECTION CHAMPIONS

ZACHARY ESPINOSA (12) HM

COLE JOHNSON (12) AC
CHRISTIAN WUSSLER (12) HM

GIRLS HOCKEY STATE PARTICIPANT, 2ND PLACE BOYS SWIM AND DIVE 7AA CHAMPIONS (FIRST IN SCHOOL HISTORY)

KAIA WEILAND* (11) AC, ALL 
STATE
STELLA KRAMER (9) HM
ELLA PERREAULT (12) HM, 
ALL STATE ACADEMIC
MELANIE REFF (12) HM
LILIAN RENSLOW (12) HM
BROOKE UELAND (11) HM

ELI HOERL (8) HM
EVAN LAUTENSCHLAGER (10) HM
ELIJAH MANTHEI (10) HM
BRENNAN NIELSON (11) HM

200 Freestyle Section Champion; State 
Participant: ISAAC NGUYEN 

400 Freestyle Relay, State Participant: 
GRANT PAGE, ISAAC NGUYEN, BRENDAN 
CHRETIEN, BENNO SCHUHBAUER

AVERY WAGNER (9) HM
MADELINE WOLTER* (11) HM, ALL 

State Academic Minnesota State 
High School All Tournament Team:  
ANNABELLE BUCCICONE, 
BROOKE UELAND,  
GRACE LAAGER, KAI WEILAND

ELIOT SHEPARD (12) HM
ETHAN STEGORA (10) HM
DEVIN SWENSON (10) HM

50 Freestyle State Participant: GRANT PAGE

NEW SCHOOL RECORDS:
100 Backstroke, State Participant: BENNO SCHUHBAUER

200 Medley Relay, Section Champion: ELIOT SHEPARD, 
BENNO SCHUHBAUER, GRANT PAGE, SAWYER CELOTTA (11)  

200 Individual Medley; Section  
Champion: BENNO SCHUHBAUER 

200 Freestyle Relay, State Participant: GRANT PAGE,  
SAWYER CELOTTA, ISAAC NGUYEN, ELIOT SHEPARD

Check out the Community Education Activity Guide  
for activities and athletic 
opportunities for elementary  and middle school students.

CALEB NELSON (12) AC, STATE 
PARTICIPANT, ALL STATE HM
LOGAN HAZZARD (12) HM
HUNTER JOHNSON (9) HM

PAXTON LEHMAN (12) HM
GRIFFEN LOFGREN (11) HM
NOAH MORELL (11) HM
LUKE PETERSON (12) HM

JACK RUEGSEGGER (11) AC, 
2ND PLACE, SECTIONS; STATE 
PARTICIPANT
JACK GRYGELKO (8) HM, 
1ST PLACE, SECTIONS; STATE 
PARTICIPANT
CARTER STUCKEY (11) HM

EVAN BOESCH (8) AC; 2ND 
PLACE, SECTIONS; STATE 
PARTICIPANT
CLAYTON WICK (8) AC, 2ND 
PLACE, SECTIONS; STATE 
PARTICIPANT
IAN SHELSTAD (10) HM

SARAH AUSTIN 3AAA JAZZ COACH OF THE YEAR 

CHASE STEFFEN 4AAA WRESTLING HEAD COACH OF  
THE YEAR

JACK BERGLUND 4AAA WRESTLING ASSISTANT COACH  
OF THE YEAR 

PETE CRAWFORD 7AA BOYS SWIM & DIVE HEAD COACH  
OF THE YEAR

BOB MCMILLAN 7AA BOYS SWIM & DIVE ASSISTANT  
COACH OF THE YEAR

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

GIRLS

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

BOYS

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

GIRLS

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

BOYS

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

GIRLS

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

BOYS

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

GIRLS

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

BOYS

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

DANCE TEAM SECTION CHAMPIONS –  
KICK & JAZZ; STATE PARTICIPANT, 10TH PLACE

CECILLIA AUSTIN (12) AC
GRACE FERGUSON (12) AC,  
ALL STATE
AMELIA PATTERSON (12) AC
REESE JOHNSON (12) AC

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

GIRLS

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

BOYS

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

AMELIA DELMEDICO (12) AC, ACADEMIC ALL 
STATE, DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR
SYDNEY SCHMITZ (12) AC, ACADEMIC ALL 
STATE, OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR
KAYLIN GREEN (12) HM 

GIRLS BASKETBALL

KATHERINE LEE (12) AC, ACADEMIC ALL STATE
AVA TAYLOR (11) HM
ADALYN SEARS (10) HM
ELLIE MROZINSKI (12) ACADEMIC ALL STATE
ANJALI PATEL (12) COUGAR SPIRIT AWARD

GYMNASTICS

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

GIRLS

GOLD
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

BOYS

SILVER
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT
TEAM AWARD

AMELYA GANNON (12) AC
BELLA BRUNN (11) AC, 4TH 
PLACE, SECTIONS – VAULT; 
ALL STATE HM;  
STATE PARTICIPANT
ELSA HJELMELAND (10) AC
LILY KISSICK (11) HM
ALEXANDRA SINDT (9) HM

ADDISYN BAKER (7) AC 
(YOUNGEST STUDENT  
ATHLETE IN THE CONFERENCE 
TO RECEIVE THIS AWARD)
GRACE ZIMMERMAN (11) HM
Academic All Section Team: 
BELLA BRUNN, ALEXANDRA 
SINDT, ADDISYN BAKER

MINNESOTA STATE HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE TRIPLE A 
AWARD RECIPIENTS Congratulations to seniors Delaney 
Linser and Caleb Nelsen, recipients of the Minnesota State 
High School League’s Academics, Arts and Athletics (Triple 
‘A’ Award) for academic achievement, participation in 
League-sponsored athletic and fine arts activities.

KARLEY ELLIS (12) AC,  
SENIOR ACADEMIC AWARD
AVA MEYER (11) HM
BAILEY LOULA (10) HM
HOLLY BECK (11) HM

* SPRING LAKE PARK COOPERATIVE STUDENT

LOOK for the  

Spring 2026 Sports  

Recap in the fall issue 

of THE OBSERVER!



Check out the Community Education Activity Guide for activities and athletic opportunities for elementary and middle school students.

ADULT CONTINUING  
EDUCATION (ACE) 
English language classes are offered for free right here  
at Centennial to support adults who may be immigrants  
or refugees. Classes are available in-person and online 
throughout the year. Contact Pearl Cheng,  
763-792-5054 for more information.  

KIDS CLUB 
In a recent survey, we asked 2025-26 school year-enrolled 
parents how Kids Club created a positive experience. Check 
out some of the comments: 
“Staff members go ‘above and beyond.’ Families feel 
welcomed and parents appreciate that teachers take the 
time to know each child individually.” 
“Children have the ability to build connections across  
grade levels.” 
“Kids Club provides a ‘stress-free’ transition, knowing their 
children are in a safe, caring and high-energy environment 
provides immense comfort.”

COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
Food Truck & Fun Festival   
Join us for an evening of delicious foods, a car show, various 
vendors and more at the Food Truck & Fun Festival, Thursday, 
Aug. 13, 4:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. at Centennial Middle School.

The Fall Activity Guide opens for registration beginning 
August 3 at 8:00 a.m.   
Look for many fall programs for youth including: 
• Youth Fall Volleyball League 
• Middle School sports and after school classes 
• Driver Education 
• Art and creative classes and more! 

AQUATICS 
Summer Open Swim is held Sundays, Jun. 14 - Aug. 2,  
2:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m., Centennial Pool, $2/person, pay at the 
door. If you have questions about swim lessons or pool 
rentals, please call the pool office, 763.792.5240.

EARLY CHILDHOOD (ECFE) & 
CENTENNIAL PRESCHOOL 
Gearing Up for Kindergarten  
Join Early Childhood for our four-morning Gearing Up for 
Kindergarten class, Aug. 10-13. Visit sd12.arux.app for more 
information and to register. 

Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) and Preschool 
Registration  
Registration for fall classes remains open until classes are 
full. Visit earlychildhood.isd12.org or register at isd12.arux.
app to see the class schedule and submit a registration. 

Outdoor Explorers Preschool was a huge success this year! 
Our students loved learning and growing outdoors. There 
are still spots available for the 2026-2027 school year.

community ed

ABC

communityed.isd12.org Click on Community Ed 
under the list of schools on the isd12.org website to find our online 
registration system. You may also call our main line to register over the 
phone, 763.792.6100. Financial assistance may be available. 

FOR YOUTH:  
Jun 29 	Woodworking 1.0  
	 (entering gr. 4-7)

Jun 29 	3D Printing D & D 			
	 (entering gr. 3-7)

Jul 1 	 Breakfast: Sweet & Savory  
	 (entering gr. 5-8)

Jul 6 	 Community Mural Makers 		
	 (ages 9+)

Jul 7 	 High School Gymnastics 		
	 Prep (ages 12+)

Jul 13 	 Centennial Alumni 
	 Shakespeare  
	 (entering gr. 6+)

Jul 20 	 STEAM Maker Lab  
	 (entering gr. K-3)

Jul 27 	 Fossil Finders: Dino Dig 		
	 (entering gr. K-4)

Jul 29 	 Cougar Football Camps 
	 (entering gr. 2-8)

Aug 3 	 Intro-Centennial Marching 
	 Band (entering gr. 8-10)

Aug 10 	Centennial Bowling Club 		
	 (entering gr. 5-12)

FOR ADULTS:  
Jun 17 	Water Aerobics

Jul 1 	 Boot Camp/Core Fitness

Jul 15 	 Secrets to Creating 
	 Effective Estate Plan

Summer is Sensational in Community Ed!
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NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

Centennial School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
creed, religion, national origin, sex, 
marital status, status with regard to 
public assistance, sexual orientation or 
disability in its programs and activities.

Scan me to 
register

Jul 16 	 Adult Tap Dance

Jul 20 	55+ Driver Discount 		
	 Program

Aug 1 	 Foot Care Clinic

Aug 20	Trust & Long-Term  
	 Estate Planning

View all offerings 
in our online 
registration,  
isd12.arux.app.

MUSIC ON THE LAKE— 
IT’S GOLDEN!

Join us for free music this summer 
at Golden Lake Park! Visit  
isd12.ce.eleyo.com for more info.

Jun 25	 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
	 Roxxy Hall Band

Jul 9	 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
	 Salsa del Soul

Jul 16	 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
	 MoeDeLL & Company 

Jul 23	 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 		
	 Revolution 5

Aug 6	 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
	 Brady Perl

Aug 13	 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
	 Family DJ Dance Party

staff news

STAFF APPRECIATION 
The School Board recognized staff 
for their years of service and 
dedication to Centennial students 
at the employee recognition event:

5 Years // Stacy Anderson, 
Elizabeth Betterley, Dani Bevins, 
Isabella Bronson, Crystal Carlson, 
Jessica Costello, Erik Coyan, 
Michael Davies, Robert Eckstrom, 
Casey Fleming, Shari Geiselhart, 
Mark Grossklaus, Tamera Grossklaus, 
Courtney Hallen Barsness, Stacy 
Hemming, Heather Hess, Kelli 
Hillestad, Dr. Jeff Holmberg, 
Bridget Hultman, Cathy Hults, 
Ramlo Iman, Michael Ivey, Kinga 
Janosz, Mikayla Johnson, Doreen 

Kangas, Paula Kilpatrick, Jonathan 
Kohan, Amy Kuznia, Hannah Laiho, 
Tanya Lemon, Trevor Lundberg, 
Kelly Matthiesen, Emma Monson, 
Lea Moren, Anna Newman, 
Stephanie Patterson, Kylee Pineo, 
Rosalina Rajan, Jay Robinson, Kim 
Rome, Jayita Sarkar, Brianna 
Solberg, Amy Soppeland,  
Stephanie Spencer, Chase Steffen, 
Antonio Thomas, Petra Thompson, 
Anita Toft, Crystal Torell, Tom 
Waldvogel, Taylor Wasvick

10 Years // Karen Aalund, Leanne 
Abraham, Renee Alvarado, Kelly 
Beckius, Eddie Benford, Kerrie 
Berg, Chris Carman, Nick  
Christensen, Shari Clauson,  
Nick Droogsma, Lori Guyer, John 
Iwaszko, Kari Jewett, Karri Linke, 
Tina Lund, Mary Ma, Camille 
Mosser, Joy Orcutt, Brogan Pauly, 
Louanne Slattery, Angela Summers, 
Heather Trettel, Tari Wang, Eric 
Webster, Molly Wrobel

15 Years // Pam Bordson, Paul 
Broberg, Amy Graczyk, Barb Perfect

20 Years // Alison Callahan, 
Anthony Carlson, Anne Conrad, 
Barbara Culp, Kristine Davies, 
Valerie Ebeling, Christine Foster, 
Thomas Fountaine, Elyse Godes, 
Denise Hoch, Vincent Karschnia, 
Molly Kerfeld, Petra Kingdon, Katie 
Klein, Cheryl Knox, Courtney 

Krause, Mary Kupfer, Patricia 
Landwehr, Terry Liebgott,  
Elizabeth Literski, Julie Lucas,  
Paul Madsen, Robert Schlidt,  
Mindi Sorensen, Dustin Steeves, 
Nigel Timm, Heather Watson

25 Years // Thomas Breuning, Ann 
Brzinski, Megan Connolly, Stephen 
Doherty, Julie Enwright, Sara 
Fenstermacher, Leslie Folstad, 
Sandra Giorgis, Deb Kilmer-Bechtold, 
Margaret Kindle, Sara Longworth- 
Koehn, Corey Mathison, Niki 
Reisdorfer, Tony Valentini, Jeff 
Welciek 

30 Years // Stephanie Brovold, 
Gregg Brown, Tanja Dubbs, Chris 
Gerst, Jeanne Gschwind, Vickie 
Kaczrowski, Jeanne Lanners, 
Carolyn Ruhnow, Jason Tlusty, Lisa 
Youngbauer

35 Years // Mike Diggins, Dawn 
Grandstrand, Jody Josephson,  
Troy Nickel, Laurie Nyren

CENTENNIAL EMPLOYEES  
OF THE YEAR  
Matt Fenno, special education 
teacher, Centennial High school, 
for his positive attitude and 
collaborative spirit, support of 
students to be contributing 
members of society, relentless 
dedication to making everyone 
around him better, and for always 

knowing the answer and  
supporting his colleagues.

Jenna Matteson Laabs, lead 
teacher, Centerville Elementary, for 
her empathy and care she gives 
families and students, for believing 
every student can thrive and 
providing them to the tools to do 
so, for building a culture of 
belonging for every student, 
family, and colleague, and for her 
devotion to the community.

Eric Webster, auditorium and 
Performing Arts Center 
coordinator and director and 
coach of the Centennial High 
School and Middle School theatre 
programs, for the care he gives 
students while guiding them on a 
journey of self-discovery, for being 
a true pillar of our community 
through the connections he  
makes across Centennial through  
award-winning theatre productions, 
for sharing his knowledge and 
talent, and for his dedication and 
boundless energy.

ANITA TOFT HONORED
The School Nutrition Association has named Anita Toft the Midwest Region Employee of 
the Year. Whether she’s serving a crowd of 350+ students in the Centennial High School 
store or prepping fresh, healthy salads for the grab-and-go menu, Anita does it all with 
competence and grace. Anita doesn’t just serve meals; she builds community. She knows 
her students by name, remembers their favorite snacks, and remains a calm, professional 
presence even on the busiest days. Her impact is so great that students have been known to 
skip the store entirely if she isn’t there! We are so proud to have her on our team.

Your commitment to excellence has  
significantly contributed to the success of our 
students and the strength of our schools. 
Congratulations to our retirees!

Gretchen Anderson, Christine Boyer, Stephanie 
Brovold, Kary Burggraff, Colleen Cardinal, Marlene 
Chamberlain, Anne Conrad, Kelly Cook, Barbara 
Culp, Diane Dolan, Leslie Folstad, Thomas Franta, 
Sue Fried, Megan Fritz, Patricia Geehan, Gary 
Glad, Lori Houle, Kelli Huffman, John Iwaszko, 
Jody Josephson, Dean Kienholz, Sarah Kienholz, 
Kris Kottke, Deedee Lawrence, Mark Magnuson, 
Brian Marquardt, Monica McDonald, Jane 
McKoskey,  Kris Miller, Colleen Salay, Jacki 
Simonson, Julie Sweeney, Chris Swenson,  
Paula Trettel, Tamela Wanless, Deb Weir

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 
(Pictured, top) Matt Fenno with Principal 
Tom Breuning and Jenna Matteson 
Laabs with Principal Mike Macken.

EMPLOYEE OF 
THE YEAR 
Eric Webster 
with Principal 
Bob Stevens.



ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:  
From Centennial to the Moon
Centennial High School graduate Jacki Cossette Mahaffey (’04) completed 
an out-of-this-world assignment: serving as the Artemis II chief training 
officer, she successfully prepared the crew for their historic mission  
around the moon and back.

In a recent Q&A, Jacki shared insights into her journey from high school 
student to NASA leader, offering inspiring takeaways for current students:

•	 Embrace the Detours: Jacki didn’t always plan on space. A high school 
physics class sparked her interest in engineering, but it was a missed 
internship opportunity and a study abroad semester in Ireland that 
ultimately landed her at NASA’s Johnson Space Center.

•	 The Power of Variety: At NASA, Jacki wears many hats—from writing 
Orion spacecraft procedures to testing survival suits in a giant buoyancy 
pool. She credits her time at Centennial—balancing band, sports, and 
academic clubs—with teaching her how to prioritize and adapt to 
complex, ever-changing environments.

•	 A Legacy of Exploration: Space exploration runs in the family; Jacki’s 
grandfather worked on the Apollo missions, inspiring a generational 
passion for flight.

When asked what advice she would give her 16-year-old self sitting in the 
Centennial lunchroom, Jacki’s message was simple: “Don’t take it quite so 
seriously. There is room to make mistakes. Say yes to adventures!”

Scan the QR code or visit isd12.org/get-involved/alumni-association to 
read the full Q & A.

  

alumni news 
We want to hear from you! Send your alumni news to info@isd12.org.

Stay Connected  
with Alumni 
Graduate of CHS? Stay in  
touch with Centennial by  
connecting with alumni on:

	 Centennial Alumni 
	 Association (Official)

	 chsALUMNIisd12 

	 isd12.org/get-involved/ 
	 alumni-association

	 centennialalumniassociation@gmail.com

Planning a reunion? Looking 
for reunion information?   
Let us know and we’ll post your 
information. Send information to 
info@isd12.org for posting on the 
Centennial School District website. 

CLASS OF 2011 | 15TH YEAR CLASS REUNION
LOCATION: 	 Trappers Bar and Grill, 6810 Lake Dr., Lino Lakes
DATE & TIME: 	June 27, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
COST: 	 $18/person before June 26; $20/person at the door. Tickets include 		
	 one drink and food; cash bar is available. Venmo: @BRANT-AXT

CLASS OF 2006 | 20TH YEAR CLASS REUNION
LOCATION: 	 Rail Werks Brewing Depot, 4055 Central Ave. NE,  
	 Columbia Heights
DATE & TIME: 	July 18, 2026, 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
TICKETS: 	 $45/person. Venmo: @chs2006; PayPal: CHS-2006

READ THE 
FULL Q & A

LISTEN TO JACKI 
TALK ABOUT HER 
ROLE AT NASA

Centennial High School celebrated 
graduating seniors at the annual 
Scholarship Night. A total of 
$112,500 in scholarships was 
awarded to 90 graduating seniors. 
The Centennial Area Education 
Foundation awarded $57,000 in 
scholarships to support students in 
their pursuit of post-secondary 
education. Thank you to the 
Centennial community for 
supporting our students!

2026 Big Paw Football 
Scholarship, Tyler Cook, Tanner 
Dittrich, Caleb Nelson; 916 
Foundation General Scholarship, 
Anaeya Lucas; American Legion 
Post 566 Scholarship, Andrew 
Narwid, Sophia Smith; A.P. Bergee 
Scholarship, Nicholas Dubay, Ryan 
Lindsay; Bill and Cathy Streit 
Scholarship, Svea King; Blaine 
Police Federation Scholarship, 
Svea King; Blue Heron Elementary 
PTO Scholarship, Prahbleen 
Khosa, Owen Leiter; Boys Hockey 
Blue Line Club Scholarship, Gavin 
Cunningham; CAEF Scholarship, 
Andrew Abraham, Lilly Breuning, 
Tyler Cook, Logan Fu, Zachary 
Guyer, Calvin Kuester, Delaney 
Linser, Graham Norton, Melanie 
Reff, Nathan Schwartz, Matthew 
Siegler, Claira Zebell; Centennial 
Basketball Association 
Scholarship, Amelia Delmedico, 
Ellie Ganske, Tristan Hanson, 
Katherine Lee, Abigail Matthews, 
Ellie Mrozinski, Anjali Patel, Sydney 
Schmitz; Centennial Boys 
Basketball Teammate Scholarship, 
Zachary Espinosa; Centennial Boys 
Lacrosse Scholarship, Ethan 
Robinson; Centennial Education 
Association Scholarship, Eden 
Cutts; Centennial Girls High 
School Hockey Scholarship, 
Kathryn Ball, Ella Kieffer, Melanie 
Reff, Aubrey Reker, Lillian Renslow; 
Centennial High School Choir 
Boosters Club Scholarship, Zoe 
Ford, Chloe Hatfield, Aidan 
Schulze, Sophia Smith; Centennial 
High School Girls Soccer 

Scholarship, Kylie Burgwald; 
Centennial Side Line Cheer Line 
Scholarship, Charli Habermann 
Alyssa Stevenson, Isabelle 
Zalewski, Keira Zweber; Centennial 
Track and Field Scholarship, 
Hamado Gelgelu, Makena Latcham; 
Centennial Wrestling Steve 
Peterson Memorial, Nora Akpan; 
Centennial Youth Hockey 
Association, Kathryn Ball, Logan 
Garcia, Aubrey Reker, Matthew 
Siegler; Centerville Lions Club 
Scholarship, Grace Ferguson, 
Logan Gibson, Logan Hazzard, 
Tatum Knox; Chain of Lakes 
Rotary-STRIVE Scholarship, Emily 
Anderson, Ashley Funes, Jaylen 
Holden, Sophia Kong, Dorothy 
Sambola, Meledi Yang; Coach Ru 
Scholarship, David Carlson, Tanner 
Dittrich, Caleb Melser, Sophia 
Smith; David Dobovsky 
Scholarship, Anaeya Lucas; Don 
and Josie Bradli Scholarship, Lily 
Sang, Aiden Schulze; Dr. Judith A. 
Bergauer Scholarship, Caleb 
Barrett; Dwight Benoy 
Engineering Scholarship, Sydney 
Schmitz; Erin Hennes Memorial 
Scholarship, Elena Pelton; Gene 
Haas Foundation Scholarship, 
Alyssa Fox Johnson, Zander 
Gentry, Neha Potti, Hailey 
Zaczkowski; James F. Jech 
Memorial Scholarship, Ashley 
Pouliot; Jan Kreminski 
Scholarship, Neha Potti; Jerry 
Pounds Memorial Scholarship, 
Kaylee Schumacher; Jim Feneis 
Family Trust CHS Baseball & GLE 
Mentor Scholarship, Matthew 
Siegler; Julie Fjeld Memorial 
Scholarship, Kaylin Green; Kopp 
Family Foundation Scholarship, 
Paige Clauson, Deanne Nguyen, 
Jenevieve Orcutt; Lino Lakes 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Scholarship, Sophia Smith; Mark 
Francis Quinlan Legacy 
Scholarship, Jaiden Berres, Kell 
Lewen; Meg Rineck Memorial 
Music Scholarship, Nathan 
Schwartz, Sophia Smith; Memorial 

Blood Drive Scholarship, 
Samantha Berens, Ellie Ganske, 
Eva Wills; Minnesota Surveyors 
and Engineers Society Civil 
Engineering Scholarship, Karley 
Ellis, Ellie Innes, Sydney Schmitz; 
MSEA Scholarship Spring 2026,  
Emily Anderson, Autumn Sand, 
Anna Swanson; Nate Dunn “Next 
Generation of Leaders” 
Scholarship, Sophia Smith; New 
Creations Senior Scholarship, 
Ellamae Homicke; NROTC 
Scholarship, Justin Driver; Rice 
Lake PTO Scholarship, Eden Cutts, 
Eva Wills; Robert McMorran 
Memorial Band Scholarship, 
Garrett Taddeo; Terri Klebe GLE 
Mentoring Scholarship, Lilly 
Breuning, Zachary Guyer, Kaylee 
Schumacher, Sophia Smith, Isabelle 
Zalewski; The Connexus Energy 
Foundation Scholarship, Connor 
Biers, Claira Zebell; William Mattke 
Scholarship, Abigail Hentges

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
This year’s 25th gala was all about 
celebrating community. Thanks to 
you, nearly $60,000 was raised for 
education to continue the support 
of grants, student scholarships, and 
community opportunities. The Art 
& Soul theme, entertainment by 
CHS Jazz and Pep Bands, and 
DJSkoolz - the night had 
something for everyone. A big 
thank you to our all of our guests, 
sponsors, and presenters: Carvel 
Kuehn (high school band teacher), 
DJSkoolz, Photographer Leslie 
Larson, Printing by Match Box 
Media, Mike Murphy, and desserts 
by Sysco. We look forward to 

seeing you at the Gala next year. 
We appreciate your continued 
support. Together we make  
a difference!

JOIN US! 
The CAEF Board is a group of 
dedicated individuals looking to 
help make an impact on 
opportunities for students and  
staff of the Centennial School 
District. Join us at one of our 
monthly meetings! If you are 
interested in learning more about 
CAEF, please contact CAEF at  
the caef@gmail.com.

 
 

PAYING IT FORWARD 
Twenty-one years after first 
walking the halls of Golden Lake 
Elementary as a kindergartner, 
alumnus Kyle Helms Walker (’18) 
returned this spring with a mission 
of gratitude and a $1,000 donation 
to the school.

Above, left, Congratulations, Justin Driver,  
recipient of a $180,000 NROTC Scholarship. 
The foundation awarded over $57,000 
of CAEF-sponsored scholarships to the 
Centennial Class of 2026. CAEF is proud 
partner with Centennial High School in 
awarding our scholarships.

donor news
MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF CENTENNIAL STUDENTS

Suzy Guthmueller, president of the Centennial Area 
Education Foundation, presented a $10,600 check at 
the May School Board Meeting, a donation from the 
spring’s gala and Fund the Need for band instruments at 
Centennial Middle School and High School. It is not  
too late to donate to Fund the Need to support 
musical instruments in Centennial’s grade 6 – 12 band  
programs. Donate at caefoundation.org.

Scan to read 
Kyle’s pay it 

forward story

Kyle Helm 
Walker (’18) 
pictured 
with two of 
his former 
teachers, Karen 
Richtsmeier and 
Emily Hjelle.

district donor news


