
AP World History: 
Modern 

Summer Work 2026
Introducing…..Networks of Trade & Exchange, 1200-1450

PS–Recommendation–Preview all slides before beginning–just a hint!

PSS - Three items (within the slides) will be submitted through schoology on the first day of school



Table of contents

Several articles written by 
historians will provide insight into 
the expansive history of early 
modern trade and exchange.

Before embarking
Before you begin the summer 
readings, analyze the essay 
prompt, the geography, and the 
timeline.  Ask:  How will the 
prompt, geography, and timeline 
center my focus as I read?

Reading Secondary 
Sources

Reading Primary 
SourcesSeveral first hand accounts 
written by merchants and 
travelers will provide insight into 
how people who lived in the 
period 1200-1450 observed the 
impact of trade and exchange

Responding to a 
PromptTo conclude, you will create an 
outline that assists you in 
developing an argument in 
response to the essay prompt.
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Before you read:
Analyze & Center Your 

Thinking
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The Essay Prompt:

Develop an argument that analyzes the similarities and 
differences between various networks of exchange 

from c. 1200 to 1450 CE.



There are five objectives with this prompt
1. Comprehension of the historical impact of the Trans-Saharan 

trade network
2. Comprehension of the historical impact of the Indian Ocean 

trade network
3. Comprehension of the historical impact of the Silk Roads trade 

network
4. Identification, explanation, and analysis of the similarities of these 

networks
5. Identification, explanation, and analysis of the differences of 

these networks

Prompt Analysis



Observe:  Geography 
of the 
Trans-Saharan 
Network

What physical 
elements of 
geography will 
impact 
trade–analyze how & 
why?

Which cities and 
empires are 
identified on the 
map?



Observe:  Geography 
of the Indian Ocean 
Network

What physical 
elements of 
geography will 
impact 
trade–analyze how & 
why?

Which cities are 
identified on the 
map?



Observe:  
Geography of 
the Silk 
Roads

What 
physical 
elements of 
geography 
will impact 
trade–analyz
e how & why?

Which cities 
are identified 
on the map?



Observe:  Timeline 
of the Silk Roads

Notice:  Trade along 
the Silk Roads 
predates our time 
period of 1200-1450

Analyze:  How 
might a long 
continuity of trade 
impact exchange 
over time.

Consider:  The 
notable empires 
listed on the 
timeline and their 
location on the 
map/s.



Think about trade and exchange–what are some main 
ways to think about the significance of trade?

● Who participates in trade (directly & indirectly), 
how, why?

● Where does the trade unfold, how, why?
● What items are traded, how, why?
● What types of regulations are placed on trade, 

how, why?
● What types of infrastructure and technology are 

developed to support trade, how, why?

Linked here is a graphic organizer to keep these 
questions central to your focus while reading the 
secondary sources.  (NB: It is required that you complete the 
graphic organizer.)

Set yourself up for success when reading

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v8wiOENdrF7PxvwOEWr779Pp3ym--Ad64V4olgQxUu8/copy


Secondary Sources are written by scholars who have 
deeply studied and read widely about a period of history.

Secondary Sources
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Secondary Sources
The articles are linked to the title and are to used with the graphic organizer from the previous 

slide

Across an Ocean of  
Sand

Indian Ocean Trade  
Routes

The Silk Roads

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12iDsFHYXcZ49TvBjyQBfPaAF0dmzcrOdB587Lqm0Nuc/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.9pgjo3rnvir6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12iDsFHYXcZ49TvBjyQBfPaAF0dmzcrOdB587Lqm0Nuc/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.9pgjo3rnvir6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kv_vQoy-Vm710efBzdqsUEBydS8m7Q5qx6qLTXrcYps/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kv_vQoy-Vm710efBzdqsUEBydS8m7Q5qx6qLTXrcYps/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iSdkk5_DgYBGYMTkQo3VaH5HQ_VA-TVaU4NwgNkPu10/edit?tab=t.0


Primary Sources are written/created during the 
time period.  It is an original, first hand 

perspective, account, document.

Primary Sources
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While reading the primary sources–aim to read to glean a bit about trade 
and the impact of trade from each source on a particular region.

At this point, it is not necessary to comprehend everything in the document, 
rather, the goal is to start to see how people, markets, commodities, 

infrastructure, technology, and geography impact and are impacted by trade 
and exchange.

Listen to the voices of those who walked the 
routes!



Primary Sources

Read & Record the Primary Sources

Graphic Organizer
The Graphic Organizer is linked 

above and remember this is 
element is required to complete.

The Primary Sources are linked 
above and remember–aim to pull 
a few elements about the impact 

of trade in the Graphic 
Organizer→

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uke6lrY25SoxN3na--GZASOhcUnA2g6cqbkAL818n_g/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15-k2fHkPEUVoEyQwqLffsNoon6JCbiB2bOWZpqRng7o/copy


Organize your thoughts on the prompt in the 
outline linked here drawing your evidence 
from the secondary and primary sources.

This element is required to complete.

Responding to the 
Prompt
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1STVW7RtFFyfVnQe_P80-n8uMBBfMtyUuIn7DqUPvpW0/copy




Remember–You Have Three Items to Have 
Completed by the First Day of Class

NB: I will put drop-boxes up in schoology for these items once we return to school

Secondary Source 
Graphic Organizer

Primary Source 
Graphic Organizer

Essay Outline


