
The Michael J. Petrides School 

Incoming 10th Grade Summer Reading Assignment & Supply List 

Due In Class on September 14, 2026 

 

Incoming 10th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

 

1.​ Read the attached text, “My New American Life,” by Daniel Aleman 

 

2.​ Annotate as follows: 

 

●​ Highlight details that contribute to the central idea 

●​ In the margin next to everything you highlight, explain the central idea in your own 

words using the phrase, “The author wants us to know…” 

●​ Highlight evidence of writing strategies such as setting, characterization, conflict, 

point of view, dialogue, word choice, tone, mood, symbolism, etc. 

●​ In the margin next to everything you highlight, identify the writing strategy and 

explain how the author uses it to convey the central idea.  

Use the phrase, “The author uses _____________ to stress the idea that 

_______________.” 

 

3.​ Complete the attached graphic organizer to prepare you to write the text-analysis 

response in class. 

 

Thorough annotations of this text and completion of the graphic organizer will be due in 

class on 9/14/26. This packet will be 40% of your overall summer reading grade.  

10 points per day will be deducted for all late work up to one week late. 

​ DO NOT write the text-analysis response over the summer! 

The written text-analysis response will be written IN CLASS during the first week of 

school. This will be 60% of your overall summer reading grade. 

 

Incoming 10th Grade English Supply List 

 

Throughout the year, there are supplies that we go through very quickly. Please bring 

ONE OF EACH of the following to help keep our classroom stocked with necessary items: 

●​ 1 package of college ruled loose leaf paper 

●​ 1 box of tissues 

●​ 1 bottle of hand sanitizer 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

In addition, you should be prepared EVERY DAY with your own pencils and pens, notebook, 

post-its, highlighters, and a dedicated folder for English work.  

 

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER & SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER! 



New York State English Regents  

Part III 

 

 

Text-Analysis Response Directions 

 

 

Your Task: Based on “My New American Life,” by Daniel Aleman, write a 

well-developed response of two to three paragraphs. In your response, identify a 

central idea and analyze how the author’s use of one writing strategy (literary 

element of literary technique) develops this central idea. Use strong and thorough 

evidence from the text to support your analysis. Do not simply summarize the 

text. Write your response on the looseleaf attached. 

 

Guidelines: 

 ​ Be sure to:  

• Identify a central idea in the text  

• Analyze how the author’s use of one writing strategy (literary element or  

literary technique) develops this central idea. Examples include: 

characterization, conflict, point-of-view, setting, symbolism, tone, 

dialogue, word choice, etc.) 

• Use strong and thorough evidence to support your analysis  

• Organize your ideas in a cohesive and coherent manner  

• Maintain a formal style of writing  

• Follow the conventions of standard written English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


