
Maret Rising 7th Grade Summer Reading 2026 
 

History REQUIRED Reading 

 

Refugee by Alan Gratz 

Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy living in 1930s 
Nazi Germany; Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the riots and unrest plaguing her 
country in 1994; and Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015 whose homeland is torn apart by 
violence and destruction, embark on harrowing journeys in search of refuge, 
discovering shocking connections that tie their stories together. 

 

English REQUIRED Reading 

On the Block: Stories of Home (hard copy you can bring to school preferred) 
 

 

Published in partnership with We Need Diverse Books, this anthology features 
award-winning authors Tracey Baptiste, David Bowles, Adrianna Cuevas, Sayantani 
DasGupta, Debbi Michiko Florence, Adam Gidwitz, Erin Entrada Kelly, Minh Lê, 
Ellen Oh, Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich, Andrea Wang, and Jasmine Warga. 
These inspiring stories celebrate family, friendship, culture, and American immigrant 
life today. 

 

AND choose at least one of these books 

 

The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani  
It's 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been separated into two 
countries: Pakistan and India. Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't 
know where she belongs, or what her country is anymore. When Papa decides it's 
too dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her family become 
refugees and embark—first by train, later on foot—to reach her new home. The 
journey is long, difficult, and dangerous, and after losing her mother as a baby, 
Nisha can't imagine losing her homeland, too. But even if her country has been 
ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the possibility of putting herself back together.  



 

Boy 2.0 by Tracey Baptiste 
Win “Coal” Keegan has just landed in his latest foster home, with a big, noisy, slightly 
nosy family named the McKays. They seem eager to welcome Coal, but he’s wary of 
trusting them. So, he doesn’t tell them that he went for a walk with chalk in his pocket to 
cover a nearby street with his art. He doesn’t tell them that a neighbor found Coal 
drawing, pulled a gun on him, and fired it. He doesn’t tell them the police chased him. 
And he definitely doesn’t tell them that when everything went down, Coal somehow 
turned invisible. But he did. Now he has to figure out how. 

 

Rolling Warrior by Judith Heumann 
Judy Heumann was only 5 years old when she was first denied her right to attend 
school. Paralyzed from polio and raised by her Holocaust-surviving parents in New 
York City, Judy shares her journey of battling for equal access in an unequal world 
— from fighting to attend grade school after being described as a “fire hazard” 
because of her wheelchair, to suing the New York City school system for denying 
her a teacher’s license because of her disability.  

 

A Sea of Lemon Trees: The Corrido of Roberto Alvarez by María Dolores Águila  
Twelve-year-old Roberto Alvarez is the youngest of his siblings, born on United States 
soil. Moved by anti-immigrant propaganda, the Lemon Grove school board creates a 
separate “Americanization” school for the Mexican children attending the Lemon Grove 
Grammar School. But the new Olive Street School is just an old barn. Amid threats of 
deportation, the Comité de Vecinos risk everything to stand their ground and, with the 
support of the Mexican Consulate, choose Roberto as the lead plaintiff in a lawsuit 
against the school board in this vivid and uplifting novel in verse based on true events.  

 

The Queen Bees of Tybee County by Kyle Casey Chu  
When Derrick Chan becomes the star basketball player of Bayard Middle School, his 
dad could not be prouder. But there are parts of Derrick that no one knows about, like 
the toenail polish he wears under his basketball sneakers, his secret lip-sync 
performances in the bathroom mirror, and the feelings he’s developing for his best friend 
and teammate, JJ. As the school year comes to a close, Derrick’s dad ships Derrick off 
to spend the summer with his estranged, eccentric grandmother, Claudia, who 
introduces Derrick to the world of small-town southern beauty pageants, and Derrick 
suddenly feels he’s found where he belongs. But when the opportunity arises to 
compete in the town pageant, Derrick is forced to decide just how much of himself he’s 
ready to show the world. 
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