
AP US History  

Summer Assignment: 2026-2027 

 
Fasten your seat belt for a long but worthwhile journey through the history of our country! I want 
each and every one of you to be successful in this challenging course that will help you be a 
more engaged and informed citizen, one who can bring knowledge of our past to the issues we 
are facing in the present. In order to be ready for the AP exam in May, we need to get off to a fast 
start. Your required summer work is listed below. Be ready for a quiz on the material listed 
below in the first few days of the semester.  

Your summer assignment will consist of three parts: 1) Familiarize yourself with the AP 
curriculum. 2) Chaps 1-3 of the textbook with questions. 3) Primary sources. These tasks will 
prepare you for the expected depth of content understanding I expect you to have throughout this 
course. The questions also will set you up to perform the following thinking skills, which are 
expected on the assessments of this course. We will collect your findings on the first day of class. 

Your textbook this year is the AP Edition of American History: Connecting with the Past, 
Fifteenth Edition, by Alan Brinkley of Columbia University, published by McGraw-Hill. 
2015. We do not have hardcover textbooks, but you will have access to the e-text through the 
company’s website.  

Step 1: Familiarize yourself with the course. You will need to know how the course works in 
order to become successful!  

● Please read the AP Central course description. You should be paying particular attention 
to pages 15-21: Historical Thinking Skills and Reasoning Processes as well as the unit 
outline. It is IMPERATIVE that you understand these thinking skills as well as these 
units as we will be working them all year long.  

Document Based Question (DBQ) Rubric Skills:  
● Thesis / Claim (1 pt)Respond to the prompt with a historically defensive thesis or claim 

that establishes a line of reasoning 
● Contextualization (1 pt)Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt (1 

pt)  

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-united-states-history


● Evidence (3 pts)  
○ Support an argument in response to the prompt using at least six documents (1 pt) 
○ For at least three documents, explain how or why the document’s point of view, 
purpose, historical situation, and/or audience is relevant to an argument (1 pt) ○ Uses 
additional pieces of specific historical evidence (beyond that found in the documents) 
relevant to an argument about the prompt (1 pt)  

● Analysis and Reasoning (2 pts) Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an 
argument that addresses the prompt (2 pts)  

Long Essay Question (LEQ) Skills:  

● Thesis / Claim (1 pt): Present a claim that makes a historically defensible claim and 
responds to all parts of the question. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences 
located in one place, preferably in the last part of the introduction  

● Contextualization (1 pt): Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 
Relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or processes 
that occur before, during, or continue after the time frame of the question.  

● Supporting the Argument with Evidence (2 pts): Utilize specific examples of evidence 
to fully and effectively substantiate the state thesis or relevant argument ● Analysis and 
Historical Reasoning (2 pts): Uses historical reasoning (e.g. comparison, causation) to 
frame or structure an argument that addresses the prompt. Demonstrates a complex 
understanding of the historical development that is the focus of the prompt, using evidence to 
corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the question.  

Historical Thinking Skills  
● Skill 1: Development and Processes: Identify and explain historical 

developments and processes  

● Skill 2: Sourcing and Situation: Identify the sources point of view, purpose, 
and/or audience. Explain the point of view and the significance of the point of 
view  

● Skill 3: Claims and Evidence in sources: Identify and explain claim/argument in a 
source. Identify the evidence used to support an argument. Compare the 
arguments or main ideas of the sources and explain how claims modify, support or 
refute an argument  

● Skill 4: Contextualization: Identify and describe a historical context for a specific 
historical development or process. Explain how a specific historical development 
or process is situated within a broader historical context  

● Skill 5: Making Connections: Using historical reasoning processes (comparison, 
causation, continuity, and change), analyze patterns and connections between and 
among historical developments and processes 

● Skill 6: Argumentation: Make a historically defensible claim. Support an argument 



using specific and relevant evidence. Corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument 
using diverse and alternative evidence  

Reasoning Process: Reasoning processes describe the cognitive operations that students will be 
required to apply when engaging with the historical thinking skills on the AP Exam. The 
reasoning processes ultimately represent the way practitioners think in the discipline. Specific 
aspects of the cognitive process are defined under each reasoning process  

● Comparison: Describe similarities and/or differences between different historical 
developments or processes. Explain the relative historical significance of  

similarities and/ or differences between different historical developments  

● Causation: Describe the causes and/or effects of a specific historical development 
or process. Explain the difference between primary and secondary causes and 
between short- and long-term effects and explain the relative historical  

significance of different causes and/ or effects  

● Continuity and Change: Describe patterns of continuity and/or change over time. 
Explain the relative historical significance of specific historical developments in 
relation to a larger pattern of continuity and/or change.  

Step 2: Primary Documents: Throughout the year, you will be asked to examine primary documents. 
Please take a look at the following primary docs below. At the end of each of the documents, you must 
make a claim statement that incorporates the historical thinking skill. Your claim statement should be 
approximately 3-4 sentences. For example, the “Conflicting Views” document compares two different 
sources whereby one justifies a war against Native Americans (you should cite reasons) while the other 
views European conquest as a colonial imperialist endeavor (you should cite reasons)  

● Conflicting Views Concerning the Indigenous People of Central America Early 1500’s 

● Columbus reports on his first voyage, 1493  

● Olaudah Equiano  

● Image of John Winthrop  

● Jonathan Edwards, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God 1741  

● Nathaniel Bacon, "Declaration against Governor William Berkeley"  

● The Mayflower Compact  

Step 3: Textbook Questions: Please read Chaps 1-3 of the textbook and answer the questions below.  

Here is the access code for the textbook:  I have also PDF’d the chapters below 

https://connect.mheducation.com/class/e-mongirdas-apush-2026-2027 

 Access code:  7709-S0XK-LSWN-E5LH-KITP   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z5aNfnN7FVZQZnJFOfmoLHKqb8B13t8QnG9iyX3VU8o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m8YS2vwkQxkRSg46_yv6L-8uvfbiBLRsLyhNgInNxz4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hHVaQjvgqG34Q6bKoy86nY6mhhCo4e6myhsGiA3XksY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XkyP2sqhW_6g0kbMLPYaS-XadUUvPjRl1Jba3iRCAMA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rdC_tCBKUX-YnCdDVuGz4v3dQjAqGwfzxjSjuiZ87o4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AbCgfMVPkk9_YOnA7-nzeurR-Ehh9gp_60YdAcgZhw4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OGWiq1wiq9R1G--afnHMleunfCjBcuIfT0Mo7FotssE/edit?usp=sharing
https://connect.mheducation.com/class/e-mongirdas-apush-2026-2027


● Chapter 1: The Collision of Cultures  

● Chapter 2: Transplantations and Borderlands  

● Chapter 3: Society and Culture in Provincial America 

 

 
Questions for Brinkley Ch. 1 “The Collision of Cultures,” pgs. 1-32  

1. Using the information in “Civilizations in the North,” which begins at the bottom of p. 3, as well 

as the map on p. 5, explain how American Indians in each region of North America listed below 
used their environment to subsist.  

a. Eastern Woodland  

b. Prairie  

c. Great Plains  

d. Northwest Coast  

e. Great Basin  

f. Southwest  

2. Read about the Iroquois Confederacy in https://www.britannica.com/topic/Iroquois-Confederacy. 
Explain the main features of its political structure and its interactions with the French, Dutch, and 
English in the pre-Revolutionary War era.  

3. Describe the general characteristics of Indian tribal culture.  

4. What were the factors that led to the European exploration of North America? 
5. What factors led to the first voyage of Christopher Columbus?  

6. Read “Debating the Past” on pg. 10-122 and answer questions #1 and #2.  

7. Describe the effects of Spanish exploration on both native peoples and on the environment of 
North America.  

8. Explain both the causes and the effects of the Pueblo Revolt of 1680.  

9. How did the Spanish rule in the New World?  

10. Describe the biological and cultural exchanges between the New World and Europe that is called 
the Columbian Exchange. Make a chart of exchanges from Europe to the New World and vice versa 
11. Describe labor sources of the Spanish in the New World in the sixteenth century. 12. Identify the 
commercial and religious motives for the English colonization of North America. 13. Who were the 
Puritans and what were their key beliefs?  

14. Read “America in the World,” pg. 26-27. Explain the concept of mercantilism and answer 
question #1 and #2.  

15. Where did the French and the Dutch establish colonies in North America?  

16. What happened to Roanoke Colony?  

Questions for Brinkley Ch. 2 “Transplantations and Borderlands,” pg. 34-63 There is no need to 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZxnnKcIKrMCQALJ3Q_-Va5QVNMtfMZD7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mybvIMmnYbAZ9rCMUkFhMa9wOYTRTbwF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16YLo9TZ90J3Frzm3q9hBlVDVxtgls4rl/view?usp=sharing


copy the question as long as your answer starts with the words of the question so that your answer is 
clear.  

1. What were the main motivations for the London Company’s interest in North America? 
2. Describe the early problems that the English colonists faced at Jamestown.  

3. Describe the contribution of John Rolfe to the tobacco economy of the Chesapeake region. 
4. How did the Virginia Company try to recruit new settlers?  

5. Why did King James I revoke the charter of the Virginia Company? 
6. What conclusions can be drawn from the graph on p. 39?  

7. How and why was Maryland settled?  

8. What was the Toleration Act of 1649?  

9. What was the relationship between Sir William Berkeley and “backcountry” Virginians? 
10. What was the significance of Bacon’s Rebellion?  

11. Describe the changes that the Pilgrims (and later English colonists) brought to the New World. 
12. What was the Massachusetts Bay Company?  

13. Who was John Winthrop?  

14. Explain the beliefs of Puritans (later members of Congregationalist churches). 15. How 
did Congregationalist churches influence the government in Massachusetts? 16. How did 
the following early Puritans challenge the established practices of churches in 
Massachusetts?  

a. Thomas Hooker  

b. Roger Williams  

c. Anne Hutchinson  

d. John Wheelwright  

17. Who were the “praying Indians” and what role did they play in the Indians wars of the 17th
 

century?  

18. What was the relationship between Indians and early settlers in New England? 
19. What were the differing viewpoints on how to solve the “Indian problem”?  

20. What were the results of the Pequot War?  

21. What were the results of King Philip’s War?  

Questions for Brinkley Ch. 3 “Society and Culture in Provincial America,” pg. 66-96 There is no 

need to copy the question as long as your answer starts with the words of the question so that your 
answer is clear.  

1. Comparison: Compare the patterns of family life and women’s roles (including social attitudes 
toward women) in each of the colonial regions  

2. Causation: What were the reasons for differing economic systems in each of the colonial regions 
and explain the impact of those systems on each region’s social structure  

3. Comparison: Compare the physical settlement patterns of each of the colonial regions and 
analyze the reasons for the consequences of those patterns in the development of the colonial 



societies  

4. Making Connections: Analyze the relative importance of natural population increase vs. 
immigration in the development of colonial society  

5. Contextualization: identify the impact of technology, science and education on political, social 
and economic development in each colonial region  

6. Patterns of Continuity and Change Over Time: How did the lives of enslaved Africans change 
over the course of the first century of slavery in North America?  

7. Contextualization: Describe the intellectual culture of colonial America, as expressed in 
literature, philosophy, science, education, and law, and identify any regional differences 

8. Patterns of Continuity and Change Over Time: Describe the changes in sources of immigration 
from Europe and the settlement patterns of the different groups 


