DETR®IT LAKES

PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMMUNITY EDUCATION
SPRING/SUMMER 2026




e s WELCOME TO COMMUNITY EDUCATION I I

Andrew Lesch

Community Education Detroit Lakes Community Education Mission - To provide
Director and continually improve lifelong learning opportunities that
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This group advises

Community Education on

services and programs

including: Youth and Adult

Enrichment, Adult Basic

Education, Early Learning

Program, Recreation and

Athletics, School Age Care

and more! MISSION: The mission of the Detroit Lakes Public Schools
is to fill all of our sails with Laker PRIDE.

VISION: Charting a course for excellence.
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- Early Childhood
R Family Education (ECFE)

C AR
- I-i ? Parent & Child Classes

LETTER FROM ECFE/SR COORDINATOR
Dear Families,

I would like to share that | will be retiring from Detroit Lakes Public Schools and my role as Early Childhood Family
Education/School Readiness Coordinator and Parent Educator. My final day will be June 30, 2026.

It has been a privilege to be part of your families’ journeys. Working alongside you and staff has been one of the most
meaningful parts of my career, and I've been continually inspired by the care and commitment you show your children.
One of the highlights of this work has been connecting with parents and watching your children grow—seeing their
confidence build, their personalities emerge, and their skills develop over time..

Please know our team remains committed to continuing this work with care and consistency.

As | step into this next chapter, | hope to see many of you and your families out and about in the community.
With heartfelt appreciation,

Fran Rethwisch, ECFE/SR Coordinator and Parent Educator

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Can you believe it’s already time to start planning for Kindergarten?!

S P -

Planning is underway for the 2026-2027 school year. To be eligible for kindergarten, your  *7ltiss 1" zi::g.t_ T

child must be five years of age on or before September 1, 2026. R b T R T iy, o g

To assist us in planning efficiently for the upcoming school year, please complete the survey :'515:1:;?: H'ﬁ ;'
using the QR code below or visit our website at www.dIschools.net . el T

On the website go to the “About Us” menu, click on “Enroliment” then go to the PR L e
“Kindergarten Registration” page and click on the “2026-27 Kindergarten Inquiry” link to g Easf & . » “Hsfae
complete the form online. L

Round-Up will be held at both Rossman and Roosevelt, please attend the school that is in your child’s
attendance area.

*No sign up required please attend whichever day is convenient for you!

If you are unable to complete the form online or have questions, please contact Katrena Lende at the DL Public
Schools District Office (218) 847-9271 or klende@detlakes.k12.mn.us
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SUMMER OUT & ABOUT

PARENT/CHILD CLASSES
(Infant, Toddler, Preschool)

Come out and Explore!

You and your children will enjoy

time together meeting up with other
families at various locations! We will
provide fun activities each week
along with parenting topic resources.

Wear your sunblock and bring your
water bottles! Look for the “DL Early
Childhood Family Education” sign
when you arrive.

Please check our website and
facebook for weather related
cancellations & announcements.

Limit 20 children in each group

Tu ORW .« Group 1: 8:45 -10:00 -
Group 2:10:15-11:30

$5 per Child for the series

June 2 & 3 . Country

Fields Greenhouse

See and smell the colorful flowers
and plants. Children will take a plant
home. 119165 Co Hwy 21, DL

June 9 & 10 . Detroit Mountain
Natural Play Area

Explore outdoor play space

with natural materials like logs

and boulders as well as some
commercially produced elements. |
29409 170th St

June 16 & 17 - Ortenstone Gardens
and Sculpture Park

Walking trails, large scale stone and
branch art, Barefoot Frida Troll. | 1646
Randolph Road, DL

June 23 & 24 . Dunton Locks
County Park

Follow Fish Hatchery Recreation Trail
along the Pelican River! You might
even see a troll! | 3 miles south of
Detroit Lakes on US HWY 59, then
1/3 mile west on Co Rd 6, then south
on Co Rd 19 to Dunton Locks Rd.

June 30 & July 1. ECFE

Water Play Day at ECFE — Come
ready to get wet with water play
activities and bubbles | ECFE Room #
109, M State 900 Hwy 34

Aware

Parent

Applications Taken On-Going

» Reach out to check about fall
2026 openings!

Apply at https://dischools.arux.app/
child-care/2/little-lakers -school-
readiness

=+ If you do not already have a
family ARUX account, you will
need to first set one up at https:/
dischools.arux.app/ If you are not
able to complete the application
online, please reach out and we
will assist you in completing it.

About The School Readiness (SR)
program:

The school readiness preschool
program is a 4 Star Parent
Aware rated program, the
highest rating by Minnesota’s
Quality Rating and Improvement
System, for children ages 3-5,
inclusive of children with special
needs.

All teachers are licensed in
education and early childhood.

Research-based High Scope
Curriculum, implemented in
classes, teaches children to
initiate, discover, experience,
and learn about ideas, events,
and people. Children will create,
experiment, problem-solve, and
resolve conflicts as they learn.
This approach enhances each
young person’s growth in the
foundations of academics as well
as in social-emotional, physical,
and creative areas. Second Step
Early Learning Social-Emotional
Curriculum, and Conscious
Discipline are also implemented.

=» The development of each child is
discussed with parents/guardians
on-going and at fall and spring

SCHOOL READINESS
PRESCHOOL CLASSES

We are Parent Aware Four Star Rated which
identifies programs using research based practices
that prepare children for school and life.

conferences. The program
utilizes the Child Observation
Record (COR), an on-going
assessment where observations
and anecdotes on each child’s
development are considered in
planning learning opportunities
that promote skill development.

Classes operate September
to May following the
school calendar.

Classes are located at
Roosevelt and Rossman
Elementary Schools!

SCHOOL CENSUS

COVNTS

It is never too early to get your child
on the school census! If you are new
to the district, have a new baby, have
moved in the past year, are partaking
in ECFE classes, or are registering for
school readiness, please complete
the census form https:/www.
dischools.net/about-us/enroliment

% The amount of funding we
receive for Early Childhood
Family Education and School
Readiness, as well as other
school programs, is determined
by the total number of children
from birth to age 5 in the district.

% The School Census counts help
the district to project future
enrollment and to plan more
effectively for the community
educational needs.

% The School Census is used only
for school business.
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2026-2027 CLASS OPTIONS
AND TUITION RATES

Tuition is monthly, through arranged
payments, or may be reduced

or waived through Voluntary
PreKindergarten funds, Early
Learning Scholarships Pathway 1 & 2,
or Sliding Scale. All income levels are
welcome.

Locations: Rossman (RSM) or
Roosevelt (RVT)

Jump Start:
For children who are at least THREE
years of age by Sep 1, 2026

= Tu/Th « 7:45-11:15 (RSM)
Tuition: $1440 year/$160
per month

» M/W . 7:45-11:15 (RVT)
Tuition: $1440 year/$160
per month

=+  M/W/F « 7:45-11:15 (RSM)
$1980 year/$220 per month

Kindergarten Connection:
For children who are at least FOUR
years of age by Sep 1, 2026

+ M-F.AM.7:45-11:15 « (RSM
or RVT)
$3204 year/$356 per month

=+ M-F . Full Day 7:45-3:25 « (RSM
or RVT)
$6417 year/$713 per month

DLCOMMUNITYED.COM + EDUCATION FOR ALL

Registration Fee: There is a $40
registration fee that will be charged
to your account once you are
accepted.

Notification of enroliment: We begin
notifying families in mid February
and on-going. If classes fill, we keep
a wait list and notify families when
openings come up. All families are
encouraged to apply as wait lists
change frequently.

For further information on classes,
applications, arranging a tour, or
other questions, contact ECFE/SR
Coordinator, Fran Rethwisch at 218-
847-4418 press 3, or frethwisch@
detlakes.k12.mn.us or visit dischools.
net > select department Community
Education, and then PRESCHOOL in
the upper right corner.

PreK Lakers Kids after school
program - see Laker Kids page

EAR
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LAKER KIDS

School Aged Care Program

LAKER KID3S

SUMMER PROGRAM

Ages: Laker Kids is open to children going into
Kindergarten through 5th grade. ;

PROGRAM DATES FOR SUMMER 2026

Monday, June 8th - Friday, August 21st, 2026
(Program will be closed June 19th & July 3rd)

$30 registration fee per child

$30 per day per child (one day a week minimum contract)
e Time: 7:30am - 5:30pm
* Location: Rossman Elementary

» Meals: Please bring a bag lunch and water bottle each day.
An afternoon snack is offered daily.

Registration for summer program opens Monday, February 23rd
"There is a one day per week, consistent schedule required (whether you attend or not)

6 YOUTH
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M BLAST -
BABYSITTING TRAINING

Instructor: Mary Johnson

For many pre-teens and teens
planning on picking up jobs during
the summer months, babysitting is
one way to earn some extra cash.
The American Heart Association
offers this course to help individuals,
11 years of age and older, prepare
for the responsibility of babysitting.
Learn how to care for infants through
school age children and perform
tasks such as diapering, preparing
simple meals, and dressing. In
addition, the course offers ideas

for toys and games to play with the
children. With safety as the utmost
important factor, learn how to handle
emergencies and focus on safe care
of infants and children. Handouts
provided. Please bring a bag lunch.

Sa+.Aug1.9-3PM
LTB . Classroom B
Fee - $35

MR TR C )

M DRIVER’S EDUCATION
CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
(30 HOURS)

Instructor: Shad Nunn

Welcome to this exciting time

in your teen’s life! Detroit Lakes
Community Education offers driver
education training in the summer and
throughout the school year.

Program Information: Tuition is $325
and due at the time of registration.
Tuition includes 30 hours of
classroom and 6 hours of behind the
wheel training. It is recommended
students wait until they are 15 years
old to take driver education. You
MUST be 14 1/2 before the start of
class to register. Attendance at ALL
class meeting times is mandated by
state law.

Fee . $325

DLCOMMUNITYED.COM + EDUCATION FOR ALL

Dates

Session 1:
Jun112.8-11AM
DLHS « Rm 124

Session 2:
Jun112 .12 -3 PM
DLHS - Rm 124

Session 3:
Aug 3-14
8-11AM
DLHS - Rm 124

Online Driver’s Education Course

*The fee includes 30 hours of online
classroom instruction and 6 hours
of Behind-the-Wheel with a certified
instructor. Students will pay a

$20 activation fee at the start of
the course.

DISTRICT CALENDAR 7



" DEFENSIVE DRIVING

Instructor: Burl Buhr

Cars have changed and so have
the traffic rules, driving conditions,
and the roads you travel every day.
Some drivers, age 55-plus, have
never looked back since they got
their first driver’s license, but even
the most experienced benefit from
brushing up on their driving skills.
You can expect to learn current
rules of the road, defensive driving
techniques, and how to operate
your vehicle more safely in today’s
increasingly challenging driving
environment. You'll learn adjustments
to accommodate common age-
related changes in vision, hearing,
and reaction time. This course meets
the requirements for a discount
from your insurance company. Once
you have completed the full, eight-
hour course, a four-hour refresher is
needed every three years. Limit 25.

Th « Jun 18, Jul 23, Aug 20 « 8 AM -
12 PM
LTB « Classroom B

Fee - $35

W INSTANT PIANO

Instructor: Craig Coffman

In just a few hours, you can learn
enough secrets of the trade to give
you years of musical enjoyment.
Learn to play piano the way
professionals do-using chords.
The chord method is LOTSof fun
and dramatically easier to learn
than reading notes. Fee includes
the online book, online follow up
lessons, a recording of the class and
also an optional periodic question
and answer session. Class is held
online using zoom and is partly
hands on instruction and partly
lecture demonstration.

Class limited to 15 students. For
ages 13+

Topics include:

How chords work in a song

How to get more out of sheet
music by reading less of it

How to form the three main types
of chords

How to handle different keys and
time signatures

How to avoid “counting”

How to simplify over 12,000
complex chords

M+ Jun1OR Jun 8« 6:30 - 9:30 PM
ONLINE
Fee . $60

b 2 D S S

W INSTANT GUITAR

Instructor: Craig Coffman

In just a few hours you can learn
enough about playing the guitar to
give you years of musical enjoyment,
and you won’t have to take private
lessons to do it. This crash course will
teach you some basic chords and get
you playing along with your favorite
songs right away. Fee includes the
online book, online follow up lessons,
a recording of the class and also

an optional periodic question and
answer session. Class is held online
using zoom and is partly hands

on instruction and partly lecture/
demonstration. For ages 13+.

Topics include:

How chords work in a song

How to form the three main types
of chords

How to tune your guitar

Basic strumming patterns

How to buy a good guitar (things
to avoid)

How to play along with

simple tunes

Tu+Jun 2 ORJun9.6:30-9PM
ONLINE
Fee - $60

LD D R
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I PEDIATRIC FA/CPR/AED

Instructor: Mary Johnson

The Heartsaver Pediatric First Aid/
CPR/AED course meets the training
needs of child care providers in
almost all U.S. states and meets the
Minnesota Department of Human
Services Rule 3 requirement while
also being a comprehensive resource
for parents, grandparents, teachers,
babysitters, or anyone responsible
for the safety of children. Combining
classroom and hands-on skill
components, child care providers
and parents learn critical first aid
skills, ranging from how to create a
safe environment to prevent injuries
to lifesaving CPR. Course content
also includes illnesses and injuries,
bleeding and bandaging, allergic
reactions, how to use an epinephrine
pen, asthma, bites and stings, and
burns. This class does not include
adult CPR/AED.

Sa+«Aug8-:9AM-12PM
LTB « Classroom B
Fee - $65

I HEARTSAVER FA/CPR/AED

Instructor: Mary Johnson

Heartsaver courses are intended

for individuals who have a duty to
respond to a cardiac emergency
because of job responsibilities

or regulatory requirements. This
includes teachers, fitness trainers,
corporate workers, restaurant
employees, coaches, parents, and
anyone who wants to learn how

to do CPR and give first aid. The
Heartsaver CPR AED course is
hands-on and covers adult, child,
and infant CPR, and use of the AED
(Automated External Defibrillator).
Included in the course is relief

of choking. Heartsaver First Aid
provides first responders with
training in basic first aid procedures,
including the first aid skills
recommended by OSHA. This course
covers first aid basics, medical
emergencies, injury emergencies,
and environmental emergencies and
is for non-healthcare professionals.
This class will include adult CPR/AED
plus first aid.

NOTE: (This class does not meet the
DHS requirement for center based
child care providers.)

TheJun25+4-7PM
LTB . Classroom B
Fee . $65

WB.E.ST.
(FORMERLY C.A.R.S.)

Instructor: Mary Johnson

(Now offered as an all-inclusive
in-person training)

This in-person training will cover both
the on-line portion of the B.E.S.T.
training and the hands-on portion at
one session. Minnesota law requires
all child care providers and foster
care providers that are licensed by
the Department of Human Services
attend and complete this training
before transporting children under
the age of nine. Upon completion

of the training, you will receive a
Certificate of Completion for the
on-line portion and an In-person
Evaluation form. Certification is valid
for 5 years.

Sa«Jul11<10 AM-12 PM
LTB « Classroom B
Fee . $35

DLCOMMUNITYED.COM + EDUCATION FOR ALL ADULT ENRICHMENT 9




I COMMUNITY EDUCATION
MUSIC GROUP - UKULELE

(GUITAR & BASS WELCOME!)
Hosted by: Clear Sky Wellness, PLLC.

Want to learn ukulele basics, play
songs with others, and meet new
people? Join our beginner-friendly
Ukulele Group Class—a relaxed,
supportive group focused on music
and connection.

What we will do:

% Learn ukulele basics (chords,
strumming, rhythm)

% Learn songs and play together
% Build community and connection

Ukuleles provided — bring your own
if you have one

Guitar, bass and instruments

are welcome too. If you are an
experienced guitar or bass player,
feel free to join and play along. Our
website is clearskywellness.us.

Please register to participate!
First meeting -« Th « Jun 11+ 6:30 PM

At our first meeting, we will decide
together what day and time works
best for the group going forward.

Clear Sky Wellness, PLLC —
Richwood Clinic Location (27345 Co
Hwy 34, Detroit Lakes)

Fee « Free

I ANNUAL BOILER TRAINING
W/ BEN WEEKLEY

Out of District
Wed « Jul 22 - 8 AM -4 PM

DLMS . Library (Collab Space)
Fee . $65

W SCUBA

Instructor: Gary Thompson

Enjoy the beauty of our underwater
world! Certification is complete
when you pass your open water
exam (exam fees are NOT included).
Minimum age to enroll is 12. Your
fee includes the use of all necessary
SCUBA equipment. Limit 10. Classes
are held at the DLHS (Please enter
Door EM, on the east side).

Please call Tri-State Diving at 218-
847-4868 to register for a session
directly with the instructor (Tri-State
Diving 28300 Little Floyd Lake Road.)

Session 1:
M.Junt,8,15 & 22

Session 2:
M« Jun 29, Jul 6,13 & 20

Session 3:
M « Jul 27, Aug 3, Aug 7 (F), & 10

Fee . $500

¥ PERMIT TO CARRY

Instructor: Gary Thompson

This class covers the basic
fundamentals of handgun use

and possession, as well as gun
regulations as they apply in
Minnesota and other states. Upon
successful completion of the course,
you will receive an endorsed
certificate, allowing you to apply for
your permit with your local sheriff.
Participants must be at least 21
years of age in order to apply for
the permit. Please bring your own
handgun, 30 rounds of ammunition,
and protective eye and ear wear

to the outdoor range. Qualification
shoot immediately following the
classroom training. Your fee includes
range fees, one-on-one coaching,
information packet, certificate of
completion, quick reference wallet
card, and a target. Guns are available
to rent for an additional $30 fee.

You MUST pre-register for this class
by calling Gary Thompson with Tri-
State Diving 218-847-4868. Tri State
Diving 28300 Little Floyd Lake Road.

Tri State Diving
28300 Little Floyd Lake Road

Fee - $90 - $70 (Vets/65+)
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ADDITIONAL COURSES

I SERVSAFE FOOD
PROTECTION MANAGER

The Minnesota Department of
Health requires most food service
establishments to have a certified
food professional on staff at all
times. This course fulfills and meets
the food manager certification
requirements for the State of
Minnesota. ServSafe training
empowers you to protect against
foodborne illness, minimizes
insurance costs, reduces liability,
and improves food quality. The
exam to become a certified Food
Safety Protection Manager will be

administered on the final day of class.

The course and instructor are
approved by the MN Department
of Health. Participants will be
responsible for applying with the
MN Department of Health for their
upon successful course completion
for their CFPM (Certified Food
Protection Manager) certificate for a
separate fee.

This class is for you if...

«  You are currently working in food
service and want a promotion

« You want a credential to enter
and move up in the food service
industry (includes restaurants,
hotels, schools, daycare centers,
nursing homes, and suppliers)

- Will attend class regularly

Prerequisite: Participants will need to
read the first assignment before the
first class.

Register: Contact LAAE (218) 844-
5760 or laae@detlakes.k12.mn.us

W .« Jun 3 & 10 (both sessions
required) « 9 AM - 4 PM

M/State F114, 900 Hwy 34 E., Detroit
Lakes, MN 56501 - $160 (Incl/udes
$50 test fee ($50) and refundable
$75 textbook fee)

NOTE: Do you have a group of 6 or
more who need certification?

Contact laae@detlakes.k12.mn.us to
set up training.

ServSafe

Mational Restaurant Association

I SERVSAFE

FOOD PROTECTION
MANAGER
RECERTIFICATION

Do you already have your Food
Protection Manager certification?
Four hours of continuing education
are required every three years

to maintain it with the Minnesota
Department of Health.

This ServSafe® Food Protection
Manager Recertification course is
approved for recertification - but only
if you take the course prior to your
certificate expiring!

The course and instructor are
approved by the Minnesota
Department of Health. Participants
will be responsible for renewing with
the Minnesota Department of Health
upon successful course completion.

Register: Contact LAAE (218) 844-
5760 or laae@detlakes.k12.mn.us

W . Jun 3. 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM

M/State F114, 900 Hwy 34 E., Detroit
Lakes, MN 56501 - FREE (For
Eligible Participants

NOTE: Do you have a group of 6 or
more who need recertification?

Contact laae@detlakes.k12.mn.us to
set up training.

ONLINE COURSE OFFERINGS

I KNOWLEDGE AND
CONTENT FOR WRITTEN
DRIVER’S EXAM

This level 2 course focuses on

the knowledge and requirements
needed to pass the MN driver’s
license written exam. The content

is based on the MN Driver’s Manual
and includes road knowledge, traffic
laws, vehicle operation and signage.

Register: Contact LAAE (218) 844-
5760 or laae@detlakes.k12.mn.us

Registration deadline: May 4th

Intake forms & assessments must be
completed in person prior to the start
of class.

M, Th « May 11-Jun 2 - 6:30 - 8 PM

Meets on Zoom - FREE (For
Eligible Students

¥ PARAPROFESSIONAL
TRAINING &
CERTIFICATION

Prepare for a career in K-12 education
as a Paraprofessional, a credentialed
education professional who works
under the direction of a certified
teacher to provide support to
students. Paras are in high demand
in local schools for special education
& general education. Designed to
qualify paras and meet

Title | requirements, eligible

students will enroll in ParaEducator
Online & work with a professional
instructor through the first 13 lessons.
Certification testing provided upon
completion of the course.

Register: Contact LAAE (218) 844-
5760 or laae@detlakes.k12.mn.us

Registration deadline: April 47th

Intake forms & assessments must be
completed in person prior to the start
of class.

Tu, Th « Apr 14 - May 28 - 5:30 -
7:30 PM

Meets on Google Meet « FREE (For
Eligible Students

DLCOMMUNITYED.COM + EDUCATION FOR ALL ADULT ENRICHMENT 11



ADULT BASIC EDUCATION (ABE)

Our ABE program can help you reach your
goals. ABE is designed to help adults improve
their basic skills in:

+ Reading

«  Writing

+ Math

« Test Taking

We also help you prepare for:

+ Accuplacer Test
+ ParaPro Exam
+ Employment Tests

GED PREPARATION / ADULT DIPLOMA

Our experienced instructors will guide you
through all GED subject areas: Language Arts,
Math, Science, and Social Studies. We also offer
the option to obtain your high school diploma as
an adult.

Ada-Borup-West New York Mills

ENGLISH LEARNERS (EL)

Our English Language program offers a
supportive environment for adults to learn
and improve their English skills. We provide
instruction in:

« Listening

« Conversation

+ Reading/Writing

« Life Skills

« Understanding American culture

+ Prepare for the U.S. Citizenship Test

Why Choose Us?

+ Experienced instructors

+ Flexible schedules

« Supportive learning environment
« Personalized instruction

Contact jhellekson@detlakes.k12.mn.us or 218-
844-5760 to register. All Classes are FREE.

Perham

Ada-Borup-West High School
604 W Thorpe Ave. Ada, MN
56510

**By appointment only**
(Tuesdays, 1:00pm-3:00pm)

Detroit Lakes

M/State - Room F116D
900 Highway 34 E
Detroit Lakes, MN 56504
Tuesday-Thursday
9:00am - 1:00pm

12 ADULT EDUCATION

118 N Main Ave

New York Mills, MN 56567
Tuesdays, 1:00pm - 6:00pm
Thursdays 8;00am - 11:00am

Norman County East
Norman County East School
408 Main Ave. W.

Twin Valley, MN 56584

**By appointment only**
(Tuesdays, 9:00 am-12:00 pm)

Pelican Rapids

Pelican Rapids Library

25 W Mill Ave.

Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
Tuesday-Thursday

12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

155 2nd St. SW #124

Perham, MN 56573

(Inside the Compass Consulting
Building)

Mondays, 11:00am-2:00pm
Tuesdays, 8:30am-12:30pm
Wednesdays, 9:00am-1:00pm

Waukon Dairy

4258 225th Ave

Gary, MN 56545

Tuesdays, 6:00pm - 8:00 pm

DETROIT LAKES PUBLIC COMMUNITY EDUCATION - 218-847-4418



