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About the Book 
Out of the Silent Planet is the first novel in C. S. Lewis’s Space Trilogy. The story follows Dr. Elwin Ransom, a 
scholar studying the history of language, who is kidnapped and taken on a journey to the planet 
Malacandra (Mars). There, he encounters intelligent extraterrestrial species and learns that the universe is 
far more complex and interconnected than he imagined. As Ransom explores this alien world, he confronts 
questions about humanity, morality, and humanity’s place in creation. 
 
Educational Value 
This novel supports key literacy and social-emotional learning goals: 
• Literary Analysis: The novel introduces students to science fiction as a vehicle for philosophical and 

moral exploration. 
• Thematic Study: Out of the Silent Planet explores themes of good and evil, pride, stewardship, and 

cultural understanding. 
• Worldview Exploration: The text encourages discussion of ethics, religion, and humanity’s relationship 

with the natural world. 
• Cross-Curricular Engagement: This novel connects to science (space exploration, environmental 

studies, astronomy), linguistics, philosophy, and religion (morality, human dignity, God’s creation). 
 

Discussion Topics for Home 
• How does Lewis use the beauty and strangeness of Malacandra to inspire wonder and reverence for 

creation? 
• How do the different species on Malacandra interact, and what can humans learn from them? 
• What responsibilities do we have when encountering new cultures or environments? What 

responsibilities do we have as stewards of God’s creation? 
• How does Proverbs 16:18 relate to Weston and Devine? How does their arrogance blind them to the 

true nature of Malacandra and its inhabitants? 
• Even though Earth is the “silent planet,” signs of truth, goodness, and light remain. How does Ransom 

serve as a witness to that light described in John 1:4-5? 
 

Why We’re Reading Out of the Silent Planet 
Out of the Silent Planet challenges students to think beyond their own experiences and assumptions. 
Through imaginative storytelling, Lewis explores profound questions about morality, human nature, and 
our place in the universe. The novel provides opportunities for literary analysis while encouraging students 
to engage with philosophical, ethical, and spiritual ideas in a thoughtful and meaningful way. 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/proverbs/16
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/11

