
​Summer before your senior year to-do-list​
​1.) Finalize – then narrow down your college list​ ​📝💡​
​Think about what is most important to you in a college – Location? Athletics? Majors?​
​Size? Log in into your maialearning.com account to explore colleges and add them to​
​your considering list. To access MaiaLearning, go to​​www.maialearning.com​​, click Log​
​In, click Sign in with Google, and log in using your PPS email and password.​

​Click on Universities on the left menu​​>​​Click on​​Search​​>​​Search by College Name or​
​use Filters​​>​​Click the heart next to a university​​to add to the Considering List​

​2.) Visit colleges​​🏫🏛️🎓​
​Summer is a great time to visit all the colleges you’re interested in. Yes, campus will be​
​much quieter without students on campus. So, use these summer visits to further​
​narrow down your list, then visit your top schools again in the fall to get the full campus​
​vibe. To learn more, read our article about​​making​​the most of your college visit​

​3.) Draft college essays​​✍️📄​
​Many schools require an essay as part of the application process. The summer before​
​your senior year is a good time to start thinking about what you are going to write.​
​Common App​​essay prompts are available online​​and​​How to format your personal​
​statement​​. Start brainstorming now, gathering illustrations​​and drafting your essay.​

​4.) Make a list of your extracurriculars and get involved 🏀🎾🎨🎹🏅​

​Colleges will ask for your extracurricular activities, including church and community​
​involvement during high school, and any awards or recognitions you’ve received. Start​
​compiling a list. If you are concerned that your list is a bit lean, now is the time to add to​
​it. Search out a volunteer opportunity, job or internship. Perhaps job shadow someone​
​in a profession that interests you. The​​Roosevelt​​College and Career Newsletter​​has​
​resources for volunteering and summer programs.​

​5.) Research scholarships​​💰💻​
​Some scholarships set their application deadlines in the early fall. You don’t want to​
​miss out on this ‘free’ money by missing deadlines. Research and apply for scholarship​
​and grant opportunities now before your life gets crazy busy in the fall. The earlier you​
​start, the more scholarships you are likely to find and have time to apply.​

​Scholarship Search Resources:​​Oregon Goes to College​​,​​Get Schooled Scholarship​
​Finder​​,​​Scholarships360​​,​​Fastweb​

​Flip page over for more info.​

http://www.maialearning.com/
https://collegesearchtips.bluffton.edu/index.php/2019/10/making-the-most-of-your-college-visit/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/common-app-essay-prompt
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/category/personal-statement
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/category/personal-statement
https://app.smore.com/n/mq9hx
https://oregongoestocollege.org/pay/scholarships
https://getschooled.com/scholarships/
https://getschooled.com/scholarships/
https://scholarships360.org/
https://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships


​Almost 36% of student financial aid comes from colleges, universities, and programs​
​that offer a variety of need-based grants and merit-based scholarships that students do​
​not have to repay. Search for opportunities and application guidelines on the college or​
​institution websites. Note that many institutional scholarships have application deadlines​
​prior to January 1 of senior year.​

​Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE)​​allows students​​to enroll at participating out​
​of state schools at a reduced tuition level. up to 150 percent of the institution’s regular​
​resident tuition. In all cases, WUE tuition is considerably less than nonresident tuition.​
​For answers to many of the commonly asked questions about WUE, visit​
​wiche.edu/askwiche​​.​

​6.) Have fun!​​🤸😎​
​This is your summer! Don’t let the college search overwhelm you. Intentionally set aside​
​time for rest, relaxation and making memories. Try not to doom scroll too much. But​
​know that the more you work ahead now, the less crazed life will be once your senior​
​year really starts.​
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