
	

	

Fifth Grade 

Dear Students, 
 
Welcome to 5th Grade! 
 
Please choose ONE of the following books to enjoy over the summer vacation Purchase the 
paperback; no ePub, iBook, Kindle (link to order; choose one) 
 

• Esperanza Rising,	by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
(ISBN-10: 043912042X; ISBN-13: 978-0439120425) 
https://a.co/d/03uwS9VO 
 

• Front Desk, by Kelly Yang 
(ISBN-10: 1338157825; ISBN-13: 978-1338157826) 
https://a.co/d/0b1nwTGs 
 

• We're Not From Here, by Geoff Rodkey 
(ISBN-10: 1524773077; ISBN-13: 978-1524773076) 
https://a.co/d/0j5aLky6 

 

Answer the comprehension questions related to your book choice and be prepared to complete an 
assessment when you return to school. Your work is due upon arrival on the first day of school, 
Wednesday, August 19. 
 
Criteria: 

• Work is to be HANDWRITTEN on binder paper carefully and legibly-- print or cursive. 
• Attach your work to question worksheet 
• Proper heading in upper left-hand corner 
• Answer in complete sentences 
• Correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation 

 ________________________________________________________________  
 
Along with reading, you will be expected to complete the Summer Math Work Packet. Answer each 
math question on the corresponding answer sheet and show your work as needed. Please do NOT use 
a calculator to answer questions, this is practice to help you maintain and strengthen math skills. Your 
work is due on the first day of school, Wednesday, August 19. 
 

Have a wonderful summer and we will see you in August. 
Your Fifth Grade Teachers 
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St. Raymond Fifth Grade 
Summer Reading 2026 – Ms. Kiara Cuevas 
 
Welcome to 5th Grade! Please choose ONE of the following books to enjoy over the summer vacation: 
 
Literature: purchase the paperback; no ePub, iBook, Kindle (link to order; choose one) 

• Esperanza Rising, by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
(ISBN-10: 043912042X; ISBN-13: 978-0439120425) 
https://a.co/d/03uwS9VO 
 

• Front Desk, by Kelly Yang 
(ISBN-10: 1338157825; ISBN-13: 978-1338157826) 
https://a.co/d/0b1nwTGs 
 

• We're Not From Here, by Geoff Rodkey 
(ISBN-10: 1524773077; ISBN-13: 978-1524773076) 
https://a.co/d/0j5aLky6 

 

     
 
Answer the comprehension questions related to your book choice and be prepared to complete an 
assessment when you return to school. Your work is due upon arrival on the first day of school, 
Wednesday, August 19. 
 
Criteria: 

• Work is to be HANDWRITTEN on binder paper carefully and legibly-- print or cursive. 
• Attach your work to question worksheet 
• Proper heading in upper left-hand corner 
• Answer in complete sentences 
• Correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation 

 
Happy Reading and Have a Great Summer! 
  



Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
 
Instructions: 
 
• Read the book over the summer. Pace yourself so that you have 

enough time to finish the book before school starts. 
• Your responses should be handwritten. Follow criteria guidelines. 
• You do not have a required length for each question response. 

The expectation is that you answer all questions in detail to the 
best of your abilities. 

• Don’t worry about your answers being perfect, remember that 
they are used to help your teacher to learn about you as a 
reader and writer coming into 5th grade. 

• Bring your completed assignment on the first day of school, 
Wednesday, August 19. 

 
 
 

Comprehension Questions: 
 
Character Relationships 

1. How does Esperanza’s relationship with Mama change throughout the story? 
2. Choose another important relationship in the novel (Miguel, Isabel, Abuelita, Marta, etc.). 

How does that relationship help Esperanza grow? 
 
Character Development 

3. How does Esperanza change from the beginning of the novel to the end? 
4. Describe an important challenge Esperanza faces. What does the challenge teach her? 

 
Themes and Lessons 

5. What lesson does the novel teach about wealth, work, or fairness? 
6. The title of the book is Esperanza Rising. What does the word “rising” symbolize in the story? 

 
Moral and Ethical Dilemmas 

7. Describe a time when a character had to make a difficult decision. Do you agree with the 
choice that was made? Why or why not? 

8. Marta believes workers should strike for better treatment, while others are afraid to lose their 
jobs. Which point of view do you understand more? Explain. 

 
Conflict Resolution 

9. Describe one major conflict in the story. How was it resolved? 
10. How did characters work together to overcome challenges throughout the novel? 

 
Setting 

11. How does the setting during the Great Depression affect the characters and their choices? 
12. Compare Esperanza’s life in Mexico to her life in California. How does the setting change her 

experiences? 
 
 
 



Front Desk by Kelly Yang 
 
Instructions: 
 
• Read the book over the summer. Pace yourself so that you have 

enough time to finish the book before school starts. 
• Your responses should be handwritten. Follow criteria guidelines. 
• You do not have a required length for each question response. 

The expectation is that you answer all questions in detail to the 
best of your abilities. 

• Don’t worry about your answers being perfect, remember that 
they are used to help your teacher to learn about you as a 
reader and writer coming into 5th grade. 

• Bring your completed assignment on the first day of school, 
Wednesday, August 19. 

 
 

 
Comprehension Questions: 
 
Character Relationships 

1. How does Mia’s relationship with her parents influence her choices throughout the novel? 
2. Describe Mia’s friendship with either Lupe or Jason. Why is this relationship important? 

 
Character Development 

3. Describe Mia using 3–5 character traits. Use examples from the story to support your ideas. 
4. How does Mia become more confident throughout the novel? 

 
Themes and Lessons 

5. What message does the novel teach about immigration, fairness, or opportunity? 
6. Why is writing important to Mia? 

 
Moral and Ethical Dilemmas 

7. Describe a time when Mia had to make a difficult decision. What would you have done in her 
situation? 

8. Is it ever okay to break rules in order to help someone? Explain using an example from the 
story. 

 
Conflict Resolution 

9. Describe a major problem Mia faces. How does she work through it? 
10. How do Mia and her family solve problems together throughout the novel? 

 
Setting 

11. How does the motel setting shape the events and conflicts in the story? 
12. How does the setting help readers understand the challenges Mia’s family faces? 

 
 
 
 
 



We're Not From Here by Geoff Rodkey 
 
Instructions: 
 
• Read the book over the summer. Pace yourself so that you have 

enough time to finish the book before school starts. 
• Your responses should be handwritten. Follow criteria guidelines. 
• You do not have a required length for each question response. 

The expectation is that you answer all questions in detail to the 
best of your abilities. 

• Don’t worry about your answers being perfect, remember that 
they are used to help your teacher to learn about you as a 
reader and writer coming into 5th grade. 

• Bring your completed assignment on the first day of school, 
Wednesday, August 19. 

 
 
 

Comprehension Questions: 
 
Character Relationships 

1. How do Lan and his friends support one another throughout the novel? 
2. Describe a relationship in the story that changes over time. What causes that change? 

 
Character Development 

3. Describe a major challenge Lan faces in the story. How does he respond to it? 
4. How do Lan’s thoughts or beliefs change from the beginning of the novel to the end? 

 
Themes and Lessons 

5. What message does the novel teach about prejudice, fear, or belonging? 
6. Even though the book is science fiction, what real-world issues or experiences does it remind 

you of? 
 
Moral and Ethical Dilemmas 

7. Describe a time when a character had to make a difficult choice. Do you agree with the 
decision that was made? Why or why not? 

8. Why do you think some characters are afraid of people who are different from them? 
 
Conflict Resolution 

9. Describe one major conflict in the novel. How was it resolved? 
10. Was the conflict you chose for #9 resolved fairly? Explain your thinking. 

 
Setting 

11. How does the futuristic setting help the author explore real-world problems? 
12. How does the setting affect the characters’ survival and decisions? 



NAME:  ___________  
 

grade 5 
SUMMER MATH PACKET 

THIS PACKET IS DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19 

 
• Complete the attached Summer Math Work Packet. Lessons chosen are 

meant to review and reinforce the skills learned in the grade level just 
completed. Packet due first day of school— WEDNESDAY, August 19. 

 
• Answer all questions; SHOW ALL YOUR WORK (diagrams, tables, or 

computations) on answer sheet. Packet will be included Math Grade 
(Trimester 1) 












































