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Prisoners of Geography  
Reading Guide for Chapter 1, Russia (pages 11-37) 

 
Key Terms: 
USSR:  The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was a socialist state in Eurasia that was made up of 
formerly independent countries.   Russia was the largest and most powerful of these. It existed from 1922 
to 1991.   

 
EU:  The European Union is a group of 25-30 European countries which share a common currency and 
whose citizens can move freely within those member countries.  Each country maintains its own 
government but is also subject to some overall EU policies.   
            
                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NATO:  The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is a military alliance including the United States, 
Canada, the United Kingdom and several Western European countries.  It was established in 1949.  
 
Warsaw Pact:  A mutual defense organization created in 1955 including the former members of the USSR 
and several other Eastern European countries.  It was created to balance NATO. 

****************** 
 

12-13. What makes Russia difficult to    
invade?  See the experiences of Napoleon  
and Hitler.  

 
14. What made Russia difficult to defend when 
 it was a young country?  See the experiences  
of the Kievan Rus, then the Grand Principality  
of Muscovy. 

 
15-16. How did the important Russian leaders  
Ivan the Terrible, Ivan the Great, Peter the       Peter the Great  Catherine the Great 
Great, and Catherine the Great overcome these          1672-1725        1729-1796      
difficulties so that their country would survive  
and thrive? 

 
17. Why is Russia more of a European power than an Asian one?  
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19.  Why has the possibility of a warm-water port always been important to Russia?  
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                 Vladimir Putin, 2020 
 

20-21.  How and why is control of the Ukraine important to Russia? 
22-26. Why did Vladimir Putin feel he had to annex  Crimea?  
 
25.  What factors might explain why Russia declared that it would protect “ethnic Russians” in the 
Ukraine?  How did the Ukranian government’s statements help lead to Russia’s declaration?    

        
27-28.  How did NATO respond to Russia’s  
annexation of the Crimea? 

 
29-31. What is Moldova’s strategic importance  
to Russia and what might happen as a result?   

 
29-32. How can Russia influence the Baltic States  
(Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia) Moldova, and Georgia  
from within?   

 
32-34. What natural ressources are Russia’s most powerful weapon in maintaining control of this region? 
Why are these so important?  
 
34. How is the USA responding to Russia’s use of that    
powerful weapon?  What are we doing to counter it? 

 
35-36. Where is Russia trying to influence squares  
of the geopolitical chessboard away from its borders?  
how is Russia faring in these places? Why? 
 
36. What new problems does Russia face in the  
future?  Hint:  One is a problem coming from      Talks between the U.S. Russian delegations at the 
outside the country and the other comes from within.                Helsinki Summit, 16 July 2018 
 
37.  What problems does Russia have now that it has always had? 

 
 

 

 


