




The Hun School of Princeton empowers each student to thrive in a diverse and 
ever-changing world, by nurturing resilient character, providing individual mentorship, 
and inspiring vigorous and joyful learning.
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Michael J. Renna, Board Chair 
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Zankhna Parekh 
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Robert Siegel ’88 
Wayne Slappy ’95 
Raja Subramoni ’88 
Paul D. Sumners ’80 
Santhi Yarlagadda*
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Bart Bronk, Head of School 
Maureen Leming ’95, Associate Head of School 
Tracey Arndt 
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Otis Douce 
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Ryan Hews 
Courtney Hodock 
Thomas Monfiletto ’04 
Eva Ostrowsky 
Melissa Poole 
Daniel Walker 
Ken Weinstein

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
Arsh Selene Parekh ’26, President 
Drew Alexander Falcone ’26, Vice President 
Joseph Carter Poller ’26, Secretary 
Katelyn Lee ’27, Treasurer
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PROCESSIONAL
“Pomp and Circumstance” by Edward Elgar

WELCOME AND REMARKS
Head of School Bart Bronk

FACULTY RECOGNITION
Mr. Bronk

REMARKS
Chair of the Board of Trustees Michael J. Renna

“ASTONISHING” 
BY JASON HOWLAND AND MINDI DICKSTEIN

Performed by Joyce Yongxin Xia ’26

CLASS OF 2026 STUDENT SPEAKER
Arion Marie Naylor ’26

PRESENTATION OF THE PAUL R. CHESEBRO H ’14 SALUTATORY AWARD
Mr. Bronk

ORDER OF THE EXERCISES



SALUTATORY ADDRESS
Brodie Myles Kushner ’26

PRESENTATION OF COMMENCEMENT AWARDS
Mr. Bronk

PRESENTATION OF THE JOHN GALE HUN VALEDICTORY AWARD
Mr. Bronk

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS
Matthew Justin Shang ’26

CONFERMENT OF DIPLOMAS
Upper School Head Ryan Hews

CONCLUDING REMARKS
Mr. Bronk

RECESSIONAL AND FACULTY-STUDENT RECEIVING LINE



The Hun School shield, rich in its heraldry and meaning, has been the School's most 
recognizable identifier since its founding in 1914 by John Gale Hun. While the style 
of the shield has changed over the years, the symbols it features have remained 
constant. On the top right side, the lamp of knowledge with the flame represents 
our commitment to innovative and passionate inquiry. The feather quill signifies our 
drive to create. In the middle of the quill is an open book, which symbolizes our quest 
for knowledge through the written word. The red band symbolizes community and 
honor. Together, these symbols convey The Hun School’s longstanding commitment 
to seeking knowledge and honor.

THE SHIELD



RETIREMENTS

MING-SING HONG LEE joined Hun in 2012 as a long-term substitute Chinese teacher, 
and transitioned to full time less than a year later. Since then, she has single-handedly 
covered all five levels of Chinese in the classroom while fully immersing her students in 
the language and culture through experiences ranging from local Chinese restaurants 
and Philadelphia’s Chinatown to hot pot dinners at her family’s church. Her students 
and advisees have enjoyed a steady stream of snacks and aromatic meals prepared in 
electric woks and rice cookers that inevitably made everyone nearby hungry. Ms. Lee 
has been a constant and steady presence not only for her students and advisees, but 
also for Hun’s international students from Asia and their families and the members 
of the Asian Culture Club she co-leads. A thoughtful and observant educator, she has 
a remarkable ability to connect with even the quietest students, perhaps because of 
her own gentle nature. Known for her flexibility and creative teaching, Ms. Lee will 
continue teaching Chinese 3 and 4 while enjoying more time to relax, care for her 
husband, and travel home to Taiwan. She will especially miss her fellow teachers and 
the relationships she has built with students.

JAMES NEHLIG has lived and breathed Hun since he joined the School in 1988 as the 
assistant to the director of boarding. Over his thirty-eight-year tenure, he became a 
kind and steadfast presence in residential life, supporting generations of boarding 
students. He has also coached varsity wrestling; junior varsity and varsity football; 
junior varsity girls basketball; junior varsity and varsity ice hockey; and Middle School 
boys lacrosse. He also taught health, physical, and driver’s education and contributed 
to the International Student Program, NextTerm, and Hun Summer Camps. For 
the past two years, Mr. Nehlig has served as the athletics uniform and equipment 
manager, continuing to embody the dependable “utility player” whose first priority 
has always been the students. He and his wife Ruth Wheaton Nehlig ’81 are parents 
to four Hun alums. A 1999 Meritorious Service Award recipient, Mr. Nehlig says he 
will miss the people the most and feels blessed to have been a part of such a special 
community. In retirement, he looks forward to spending more time with family and 
friends at the mountain home he built in the Poconos.



JOAN NUSE came to Hun’s Middle School in 1987 as a history and geography teacher, 
and for the last thirty-nine years, she has helped Hun’s youngest students become 
the best versions of themselves. Among alums and Upper School students, she is 
the Middle School’s most-visited teacher, remembered as a tough-but-fair educator 
who prepared students well for their next classes at Hun and beyond. Mrs. Nuse 
coached varsity girls tennis and Middle School tennis for more than a decade and 
also led varsity boys tennis. In addition, she served as the Middle School social studies 
curriculum coordinator. Though she devoted countless hours to her work — often 
grading long after the school day ended — she found ways to share her personal 
passions with the Hun community. A lifelong swimmer, she coached varsity swimming. 
Inspired by her involvement with her church choir and handbell troupe, she also sang 
with the Middle School girls’ chorus. Perhaps her greatest passion, however, is service 
to others. She served as the Middle School community service coordinator and led 
the PoPP Into Service Club. Mrs. Nuse looks forward to more opportunities to travel, 
read, and exercise in retirement, though she will miss her students and colleagues.



MICHELLE M. KOENEN joined Hun in 2001 as a French and English as a Second 
Language teacher. Beneath her quiet demeanor is a deeply knowledgeable educator 
with a passion for French language and culture. She currently teaches five different 
French courses and has generously stepped in to teach Latin 1 and 2 when needed. 
Her easygoing nature and willingness to share notes and lesson plans make her 
a valued colleague within the department. Her students appreciate the care and 
intention she brings to every lesson, helping them develop not only language skills, 
but also a deeper understanding of the culture. Known for the thoughtful attention 
she gives each student, she creates a classroom environment grounded in both rigor 
and support. The strong academic foundation she instills in her students makes her 
a teacher remembered long after graduation. Ms. Koenen, who enjoys gardening 
and swimming, has also served as a driver for the swimming and fencing teams and 
previously coached fencing, rowing, and intramurals.

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

MEGHAN KREGER POLLER ’95 has contributed to nearly every corner of Hun’s 
campus life since beginning part time in Hun Day Camp in 1999. Two years later, 
she joined the School full time as the assistant director of admission and shortly 
thereafter became a dorm parent — a role she continues to hold today. Over the 
years, Ms. Poller has served as associate director of electronic media, associate 
director of residential life, and the associate dean of students for student life. Since 
2023, Ms. Poller has chaired the Interdisciplinary Studies Department. A skilled 
facilitator and mentor, she leads the Young Women’s Leadership Cohort, co-advises 
the Global Competency Committee, and serves as assistant coordinator for the 
Cultural Competency Committee. An early advocate for cultural competency work 
at Hun, she carries a deep understanding of the School’s ongoing efforts to create 
an inclusive and welcoming environment for all students. Ms. Poller forms meaningful 
relationships with Hun students, earning their trust and admiration for years to come. 
Whether as a teacher, advisor, mentor, or leader, she embodies the very best of Hun 
through joyful learning, compassion, and a steadfast commitment to students.



KAREN MCGOVERN has been the steady heartbeat behind Hun’s payroll and benefits 
operations for the last twenty-five years, ensuring that every detail is handled with 
precision, care, and integrity. As a payroll and benefits coordinator, her work happens 
largely behind the scenes — just the way she likes it — but its impact is felt by every 
employee. A 2009 Meritorious Service Award recipient, Ms. McGovern brings a spirit 
of consistency, professionalism, and much appreciated, yet subtle, dry humor that has 
helped shape Hun’s workplace culture. Through changing systems, evolving policies, 
and the growth of the Human Resources Office, she has remained a constant — 
adaptable, knowledgeable, and always willing to go the extra mile. In her own words, 
she “knows things and pays people, most of the time correctly, and anything can be 
fixed.” Ms. McGovern, who has a well-known affection for black cats, is also known 
for her thoughtfulness, maintaining lasting friendships with former colleagues from 
Hun and beyond, and creating treasured handmade gifts through her crafting talents. 

ELIO MEJIA may be quiet, but his smile speaks volumes. A 2023 recipient of the Kay 
Kiefer Community Award, his kindness and hard work show in countless ways through 
his role as a custodian. He knows Hun’s buildings inside and out, at all hours of the 
day, having worked nights in Russell Hall’s offices and the library before taking on his 
current role maintaining the Middle School and Chesebro Academic Center during the 
day. He is never too busy to lend a helping hand, regardless of the time commitment. 
He has a way of anticipating the needs of others, whether it’s with a well-timed roll 
of paper towels or fixing a rug in the Heart of Hun right before a rush of students 
enter. His colleagues describe him as responsible, honest, and diligent, with a keen 
eye for detail, and note that he works especially hard to deep clean campus spaces 
when students are away. Mr. Mejia brings joy to everyone with whom he interacts.



RICHARD VOLZ ’97 joined the Hun faculty as a member of the English Department 
in 2001, just four years after becoming an alum, and became department chair in 
2006. Known for his high expectations in the classroom, he challenges students to 
think deeply about what they read and to grow as thoughtful, capable writers. That 
same standard of excellence has defined his work as a coach. A respected leader of  
junior varsity baseball and former coach of varsity boys soccer and girls basketball, 
Mr. Volz has consistently pushed his players to compete with discipline and purpose. 
Beyond the classroom and athletic fields, he has been deeply involved in Hun’s Summer 
Programs, working as a Hun Day Camp counselor for a dozen years before leading 
the camp as director for seven. He has also taught in Hun Summer Academics for 
the past four years. A former dorm parent, he continues to contribute to campus life 
through his service on the Honor Code and Disciplinary Committee. A devoted Phillies 
fan and aficionado of Joe’s Pizza, Mr. Volz is admired for his reliability, intelligence, 
and careful consideration on the field and in the classroom.



THE HEAD OF SCHOOL’S AWARD
The Head of School’s Award is given to individuals in the graduating class who exemplify 
the personal growth that results from taking full advantage of the opportunities 
offered by The Hun School. These graduates, through commitment to excellence in 
scholarship, exemplary participation in an area of student life, and service to the 
community, have brought honor to the School.

THE JOHN L. KUSCHKE MEMORIAL AWARD
This award is presented to the graduate who has demonstrated outstanding 
accomplishments in academic or artistic extracurricular activities.

THE F. KEVIN TYLUS ’73 MEMORIAL AWARD
This award has been established in memory of F. Kevin Tylus to be presented to 
a graduate who, by proven excellence in athletics, sportsmanship, leadership, and 
School spirit, has contributed most to The Hun School.

THE MICHELLE BONACCI MARKS ’89 MEMORIAL AWARD
This award has been established in memory of Michelle Bonacci Marks to be presented 
to a graduate who, by proven excellence in athletics, sportsmanship, leadership, and 
School spirit, has contributed most to The Hun School.

THE ROBERT STRIANESE ’70 MEMORIAL AWARD
This award has been established in memory of Robert Strianese, president of the Class 
of 1970, to be presented to that member of the graduating class who, in the opinion 
of the faculty, has earned the respect of students and faculty alike for perseverance, 
leadership, and loyalty to The Hun School.

COMMENCEMENT AWARDS



THE JAMES A. MCFADDEN ’59 MEMORIAL AWARD
This award has been established in memory of Jimmy McFadden for his exemplary 
spirit of honor, true sportsmanship, and deep loyalty to his friends, his family, and 
God. It is presented to the member of the graduating class who, in the opinion of 
the faculty, most clearly exemplifies these qualities.

THE EDWIN “JAKE” JACOBS MEMORIAL AWARD
This award has been established in the memory of Edwin “Jake” Jacobs, who gave 
forty-two years of his sixty-two years of life to The Hun School. It is given to a 
graduate who has demonstrated the qualities of selflessness, friendliness, interest 
in others, and exceptional service to the School.

THE KATHERINE WRIGHT GORRIE ’98 MEMORIAL AWARD
This award is given to the member of the graduating class who best exemplifies the 
qualities of Kate Gorrie, distinguished member of the Class of 1998. These include a 
love of family and friends, respect for the environment, joy and radiance of expression 
and demeanor, integrity, and sincere desire to acquire and impart knowledge.

THE FACULTY PRIZE
The Hun School’s highest student honor, the Faculty Prize, is presented to the 
graduate who, in the opinion of the faculty, most exemplifies those characteristics 
of scholarship, integrity, reliability, leadership, and character we most desire in 
our students.

DISTINGUISHED FACULTY ENDOWED CHAIR
The Hun School of Princeton’s Distinguished Faculty Endowed Chair is the foremost 
academic distinction awarded to a scholar-teacher in recognition of past and 
potential contributions to the individual’s academic discipline. It was established 
to recognize a faculty member who best represents the importance and value of 
teaching at The Hun School.



The Hun School of Princeton recognizes graduates and faculty with a variety of 
cords, stoles, and pins identifying mission-aligned achievements, including those in 
scholarship, leadership, character, and global diversity.

AFFINITY GROUP STOLES AND CORDS
Graduates may wear various stoles and cords to recognize their scholarship in and 
contributions to global and cultural programming at Hun. In modern-day Ghana for 
example, the traditional kente cloth is often worn to commemorate special occasions; 
at Hun, we use the kente stole to commemorate our students’ participation in the 
Black Student Union. Graduate cords include the Gender and Sexuality Alliance, 
International Student Association, Jewish Cultural Club, and Masala Club to name 
a few, representing our students’ commitment to diversity, inclusion, and global 
awareness within the academic environment.

CUM LAUDE SOCIETY
The Cum Laude Society is a fellowship of scholars whose purpose is to recognize 
excellence in academic work. It was established in 1906 on the model of Phi Beta Kappa, 
the college honor society, to ensure that scholastic achievement was recognized on 
the secondary school level. At present, there are more than 380 chapters of the 
Society at public and independent schools throughout the country. The Hun School 
chapter was established in 1964 and has elected more than 1,000 student members 
over the past sixty-two years. The motto of the society is “Areté, Diké, Timé,” which 
means Excellence, Justice, and Honor. Graduates wearing gold cords are members 
of the Cum Laude Society.

HUN ALUMS
The Hun School celebrates those alums who return to the School and dedicate their 
lives to educating future generations. Faculty, administrators, and trustees who are 
also Hun School graduates are wearing red honor cords.

CORDS OF DISTINCTION



THE JOHN GALE HUN CHAPTER OF THE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
The National Honor Society recognizes students across the country for outstanding 
scholarship, leadership, service, and character. To apply, students must be in tenth, 
eleventh, or twelfth grade, with a minimum GPA of at least 85; have demonstrated 
leadership both in and out of the School; show a commitment to community service; 
and maintain a record of distinguished character that shows integrity, respect, 
commitment, trust, and kindness. Graduates wearing white pennants are members 
of the National Honor Society.

SCHOLARS PROGRAM GRADUATES
In the spirit of John Gale Hun’s vision for meeting students’ differing talents, interests, 
and academic needs so that they might meet their full potential, The Hun School 
offers a Scholars Program that allows interested students to pursue independent 
study with honor by identifying interdisciplinary interests and developing independent 
projects that inform and support that study. Students must declare a focus in tenth 
or eleventh grades and work with a Scholars mentor to pursue a related body of work. 
These graduates are wearing black sashes.

SEVEN YEARS AT HUN
Graduates who have attended Hun since the sixth grade are affectionately referred 
to as “Lifers.” Members of this small group are recognized with a “seven-year pin,” 
which they wear on their graduation gowns.



Mikella Abramova 
Vienna Ajmeri 
Melaad Ibrahim Al Hinai† 
Rowina Mohammed Al Ruzaiqi 
Mahmood Altaraif† 
Hasan Majeed Abbas Mohamed Ali Aman† 
Samuel Joseph Amodio 
Ariana Marie Ananthan 
Scarlett Francesca Angelone 
Phoebe Sterling Aprill 
Alyce Jane Baird 
Isaac Joseph Baranski 
Nina Morgan Barnes†‡ 
Benjamin William Bauman 
Petra Elizabeth Ann Berkhout 
Vrritti Bhargava 
Juliana Kai Boorstein° 
Pedro de Figueiredo Borges† 
Ryan John Borgstrom†‡ 
Ethan Brant° 
Aubrynne MacKenzie Braun 
Margo Brenna 
Ezra Broomer 
Stephen Hillman Browne 
Benjamin Isaac Callanan^ 
William Wallace Carey 
Shaun Deke Carpenter 
Samuel Frederick Carter

Anna Catherine Casciano 
Addison Frances Caulfield 
Kirtan Sai Chintam†‡ 
Allison Elizabeth Chirik†‡ 
Lauren Elizabeth Chmiel 
Hyunjae Cho†‡ 
Seth Valentine Clarke 
Purui Cui 
Sibo Cui 
Gabriella Grace D'Agostino 
Andrew John Darst 
Anjali Varma Datla†‡^ 
Lauren Hadley Davis†^° 
Asher Dylan DeLue 
Elizabeth Jane Dougherty 
Abigail Claire Eastman 
Blake Ryan Echternacht 
Roan John Eiben° 
Chase Nathaniel Enlow 
Drew Alexander Falcone‡° 
Claire Marie Francis 
Tristan Jackson Francis 
Timur Gabdsattarov 
Genevieve Marcella Gambone 
Jack Adam Garbolino 
Foster Grahm Gastaldello‡° 
Michael Robert Gildea 
Elizabeth Lynn Gudusky

CLASS OF 2026



Aolani Chiyemi Harris‡ 
Donovan Kyle Hayes 
Aidan Thomas Heaphy 
Warren Michael Cole Hernandez 
Benjamin Scott Herriott 
Reece Robert Holt†‡ 
Sanford Coffin Hooper 
Alessandra Mia Iannucci 
Luca Olivier Jean 
Aleksander Justin Jernigan^ 
Fengyi Jiang 
Yunxuan Jin† 
Jaihan Jacob John‡° 
Samantha Shea Jolly‡ 
Charles Thomas Juliana II 
Laehyun Edwin Kang†‡ 
Jacob Kelly-Lepage 
Yousef Hani Khoja 
Madeline Rose Klein†‡° 
Theodore Oliver Anderson Klepacki 
Arielle Caitlyn Knapik† 
Eric Dash Koons 
Evan Christopher Koserowski 
Eshan Kulkarni^ 
Brodie Myles Kushner†‡^° 
Rowan Evelyn Lacy† 
Natalia Alexa Landamia^ 
Grayson Robert Levy

Xinchen Liu† 
Mary Francis LoBosco‡^ 
Victoria Jasmine Lubaczewski^° 
Finbar Joseph Malloy 
Myles Gabriel Manning 
Ethan Alexander Marin 
Sage Black Mateo 
Odhrán Cillian McDermott 
Addison Kelsey McNally° 
Christopher Robert Meehan 
Lucy Adeline Melchior†^ 
Yihan Meng† 
Peter Robert Larison Merk° 
Madeline Elizabeth Morgan 
Oleksandr Mykhalchuk 
Aiza Zainab Naqvi 
Arion Marie Naylor 
Jacob Michael Newman†‡ 
Gaines Adler Newsome 
Nellie Jean Olga Nigra^ 
Anna Siobbhan O’Driscoll†° 
David Xudong Pan† 
Ivanka Pandey 
Arsh Selene Parekh†‡ 
Nicholas Jinhyung Park†‡^° 
Gonzalo Pérez Núñez 
Enzo Piastre 
Sergio Picó de la Mata



Joseph Carter Poller° 
Jalyssa Maria Portilla 
Avery Christopher Radom 
Aarna Rao^ 
Krishna S. Rathuryan†‡ 
John Edmond Rossman 
Alexander Matsuji Taylor Russey‡ 
Brady Hawk Scheier 
Brendan Axel Scileppi†‡^° 
Matthew Justin Shang† 
Kerrick Michael Shannon 
Brynn Danielle Shapiro 
Jonah Maxwell Shapiro 
Luke Robert Shehata 
Noah Simon Silvestre 
Lily Simmens 
Priya Singh 
Devin Matthew Skinner 
Emma Claire Smith†‡ 
Kate Marie Smith 
Mya Josephine Smith†‡° 
James Peyton Stelmak 
Emma Moreland Stowe° 
Aspen Jersey Swanson

† Denotes graduates who are members of the Cum Laude Society. 
‡ Denotes graduates who are members of the National Honor Society. 
^ Denotes graduates who have completed a Scholars Program. 
° Denotes graduates who have completed Seven Years at Hun.

Owen Vincent Tallo 
Matthew Raymond Tarditi 
Tyler Jerry Tejeski 
Youhe Tong 
Nathaniel Frank Trawinski‡° 
Chad Trust 
Keaton Lily Vales 
Anders John van Raalte 
Jessica Veizati 
Luke Woodbridge Wafle 
Ronan Patrick Wall 
Katelyn Elizabeth Weiss 
Caleb Morgan Willner† 
Christian John Wolfe^ 
Julia Isabelle Wolfe‡ 
Ryan Matthew Wright° 
Joyce Yongxin Xia†‡^ 
Alina Huiyi Xu†‡° 
Shenyao Xu†‡ 
Angelina Yurchenko 
Jieying Zhang 
Sean Haoran Zhou 
John Celso Zwilling



Each year, graduating Hun students are recognized with awards at three end-of-year 
events. These events celebrate not only students’ academic achievements, but their 
contributions and leadership in student life programming as well.

EDWARD L. ARNOLD MEMORIAL ART PRIZE
Yunxuan Jin and Xinchen Liu

DAVID BUSH ART PURCHASE PRIZE
Alessandra Mia Iannucci, Yunxuan Jin, Xinchen Liu, and Ryan Matthew Wright 

2D VISUAL ART AWARD
Kate Marie Smith and Ryan Matthew Wright

3D VISUAL ART AWARD
Benjamin William Bauman

DORA LEE MEMORIAL CHINESE PRIZE
Lucy Adeline Melchior

CLASSICAL LANGUAGES PRIZE
Hyunjae Cho

COMPUTER SCIENCE PRIZE
Nina Morgan Barnes

COMPETITIVE SCHOLAR AWARD 
Brodie Myles Kushner

CULTURAL COMPETENCY BEACON AWARD
Alina Huiyi Xu

CULTURAL COMPETENCY PINK TRIANGLE AWARD
Genevieve Marcella Gambone

KAY KIEFER COMMUNITY AWARD
Jaihan Jacob John

LISA YACOMELLI DANCE AWARD
Myles Gabriel Manning

AWARDS PRESENTED PREVIOUSLY



STEPHEN FABIAN DIVERSITY AWARD
Myles Gabriel Manning

ALLEN P. KIRSCHNER MEMORIAL ENGLISH PRIZE
Anjali Varma Datla

FRENCH PRIZE
Matthew Justin Shang

HELEN FARNUM MEMORIAL HISTORY PRIZE
Emma Claire Smith

BOBO HOLMES AWARD
Addison Kelsey McNally

THE HUN REVIEW AWARD
Emma Claire Smith

JANE KIDDER COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 
Rowan Evelyn Lacy

RALPH SHARP MEMORIAL MATHEMATICS PRIZE
Brodie Myles Kushner

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PRIZE
David Xudong Pan

JAZZ INSTRUMENTAL AWARD 
Youhe Tong

ORCHESTRA AWARD
Mya Josephine Smith

PHOTOGRAPHY PRIZE
Gaines Adler Newsome



LIFE SCIENCE PRIZE
Samantha Shea Jolly and Mya Josephine Smith

PHYSICAL SCIENCE PRIZE
Alina Huiyi Xu

RESIDENT LIFE AWARD
Mikella Abramova and Mahmood Altaraif

RED SHIELD AWARD
Benjamin William Bauman, Jacob Kelly-Lepage, Devin Matthew Skinner,
Emma Claire Smith, and Mya Josephine Smith

SPANISH PRIZE
Anjali Varma Datla

ACTING AWARD
Enzo Piastre

GHOSTLIGHT THEATRE PRIZE
Katelyn Elizabeth Weiss

TECHNICAL THEATRE AWARD
Kate Marie Smith

VIDEO PRODUCTION AND HUN TV PRIZE
Katelyn Elizabeth Weiss

VOCAL AWARD
Nina Morgan Barnes

ROB MYSLIK SENIOR WRITING AWARD
Emma Claire Smith

YEARBOOK AWARD
Alessandra Mia Iannucci



Fordham University 
Franklin & Marshall College 
Furman University 
George Washington University 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges 
Holy Cross College 
Hofstra University 
Howard University 
Indiana University (Bloomington) 
Lafayette College 
Lehigh University 
Loyola University Maryland 
Macalester College 
New Jersey Institute of Technology 
New York University 
Northeastern University 
Northwestern University 
Pennsylvania State University 
Princeton University 

American University 
Babson College 
Bard College 
Bates College 
Bentley University 
Bishop's University (Canada) 
Boston College 
Bowdoin College 
Brown University 
Bucknell University 
Clemson University 
Colgate University 
College of Charleston 
Colorado School of Mines 
Cornell University 
Drew University 
Drexel University 
Elmira College 
Fairfield University 
Florida Atlantic University

MATRICULATION



University of California (San Diego)  
University of Colorado Boulder 
University of Connecticut 
University of Florida 
University of Georgia 
University of Miami 
University of Michigan 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Richmond 
University of Rochester 
University of Southern California 
University of Vermont 
University of Virginia 
University of Wisconsin (Madison) 
Vassar College 
Villanova University 
Wagner College 
Wake Forest University 
Washington University in St. Louis

Rhodes College  
Rice University 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
Rutgers University 
Sacred Heart University 
Saint Joseph's University 
Savannah College of Art and Design 
Skidmore College 
Southern Methodist University 
St. Lawrence University 
Stevens Institute of Technology 
SUNY University at Buffalo 
Syracuse University 
Texas Tech University 
The Ohio State University 
The University of Tampa 
Tufts University 
Tulane University of Louisiana 
United States Military Academy at West Point 
University of California (Berkeley)



TIME‑HONORED TRADITIONS

While The Hun School celebrates many traditions throughout the year, those that 
honor graduating students are especially poignant. Here are a selection of traditions 
our twelfth grade and postgraduate students enjoy.

CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE
The Capstone Experience is an exciting twelfth grade and postgraduate milestone. 
Students propose, complete, and present an independent study project, which gives 
them the opportunity to explore future career interests, execute a passion project, 
work in a leadership role, learn through immersive travel, and much more.

CLASS PHOTO
In the fall of their final year, the class gathers on the steps of the Mall for a class 
photo. This photo has taken place on the same historic steps, designed and laid in 
1903, since the purchase of the Russell estate in 1926.

FAMILY CELEBRATION DINNER
Leading up to Commencement, graduates and their families attend a celebratory 
dinner. Several speakers share their experiences and provide words of wisdom that 
honor the graduates’ transition from high school to college.

PASS IT ON DAY
One of Hun’s newest pre-Commencement events, Pass It On Day began in 2010 
as an opportunity for the graduating class to pass on advice to the next class and 
write gratitude notes. They also wear clothing from the colleges they have chosen 
for matriculation.



FAMILY DIPLOMA CONFERMENT
When the child of a Hun faculty member, staff member, or trustee graduates, 
the employee parent may present the diploma to the graduate at the Commencement 
Ceremony.

FACULTY-STUDENT RECEIVING LINES
The hallmark of The Hun School experience is the one-on-one, personal interaction 
students have with the faculty. This interaction is recognized throughout the 
students’ time at Hun but is physically celebrated with two distinct faculty 
receiving lines that mark the beginning and end of those journeys. During 
Convocation, the faculty line the sidewalks and applaud as students enter 
the academic building, celebrating an academic beginning. Following the 
Commencement Ceremony, the School's faculty and administration form a 
large horseshoe. The graduates then walk around the horseshoe so teachers and 
students can say farewell. This receiving line has been a tradition for more than 
fifty years.

STUDENT SPEAKER
In 2004, The Hun School began the tradition of having student Commencement 
speakers instead of an invited dignitary. Any twelfth-grade or postgraduate student 
may submit a speech in competition for this honor. All speeches are reviewed by 
a committee of select faculty, which chooses the best speech to be delivered at 
Commencement.

THE LAWN
The Commencement Ceremony has been held outside on the lawn behind Russell Hall 
since the School’s relocation to the Edgerstoune campus. On the rare occasions when 
it has rained — about ten times — the ceremony has been moved to the Athletic Center.

COMMENCEMENT TRADITIONS



THE CLASS OF 2026 TRIBUTE PAGE
Scan the QR code above to see news, photos, and matriculation of the Class of 2026. 
There is also an opportunity to share well wishes for the graduates.

THE PHOTO GALLERIES
Scan the QR code above to see all the photos from the Upper School celebrations, 
including Commencement.

Illustrations by Mr. Sean Hildreth, Visual Arts Faculty

RELIVE THE MEMORIES






