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STEP 8  |  Document Rationale and Actions Taken 

 

▶ PURPOSE 
Clear, thorough documentation is the foundation of a legally and ethically defensible 
evaluation process. Every key decision must be recorded with explicit justification. 
Documentation protects the student, the team, and the district and ensures that 
evaluation results are interpreted appropriately during eligibility determinations. 
IDEA requires documentation that supports the transparent interpretation of 
standardized scores and the integration and synthesis of multiple data sources. (34 
C.F.R. §300.306) 

 

Key Discussion Topics and Questions 

▪ Why was each assessment tool and methodology selected? 
▪ What language(s) of administration were chosen for each tool, and why? 
▪ What are the known limitations of the data, and what are the implications for 

interpreting any standardized scores? 
▪ How will multiple sources of data be integrated to draw conclusions and support 

eligibility decisions? 

 

Sources of Information 

Linguistic Profile, staff observational data, progress monitoring data, family input, 
assessment technical reports and manuals, district guidance, and local Like-Peer 
Comparative Data systems. 
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