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STEP 7  |  Determine the Validity and Reliability of the Assessment Plan 

 

▶ PURPOSE 
Before finalizing the plan, the team should evaluate it as a whole: Will the selected 
assessments yield results that are accurate, interpretable, and legally defensible for this 
specific student? Known limitations must be documented, and multiple data sources 
must be planned to triangulate conclusions. 
IDEA requires that assessments yield valid, reliable, and non-discriminatory data to 
support eligibility decisions. (34 C.F.R. §300.304(c)) 

 

Key Discussion Topics and Questions 

▪ Which assessments will be conducted in English, in the student’s home language(s), 
or in a combination? 

▪ What is the impact of using translation or interpretation on each assessment's 
results? 

▪ How does the student's current language proficiency level affect the validity of 
monolingual measures? 

▪ Where will assessment (formal and semiformal) be valid and interpretable?  
▪ Where will results be limited due to questionable validity and reliability concerns, and 

how will this be documented accordingly?  
▪ What triangulation is needed to strengthen conclusions?  

Sources of Information 

Assessment technical reports, relevant research articles, suspected areas of educational 
need, and informal or observational data. 
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