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STEP 6  |  Assign Roles and Responsibilities 

 

▶ PURPOSE 
Now that assessment tools and methods have been selected for the child, the team 
must identify the most appropriate evaluators based on their linguistic and cultural 
competence and their ability to appropriately interpret the data gleaned while 
following local guidelines. Assigning the wrong evaluator can undermine the validity of 
the evaluation. Cross-disciplinary collaboration is essential, and teams should reach out 
to leaders for support as needed. 
IDEA requires a coordinated, multidisciplinary evaluation conducted by trained 
personnel. (34 C.F.R. §§300.304–300.305) 

 

Key Discussion Topics and Questions 

▪ Who is best suited to gather each type of data, given the assessments selected? 
▪ What is the linguistic competence of each evaluator in relation to the student's 

language(s)? 
▪ What is the cultural competence of each evaluator in relation to the student's 

background? 
▪ How can cross-disciplinary collaboration strengthen the evaluation? 
▪ What is the district's policy and procedure for requesting support for evaluation in 

the student’s home language or bilingually?  
▪ If applicable, will interpretation services be necessary to support any assessment of 

the child beyond needing to provide language access to the family?  
Note: interpreters used for assessment must be trained in educational assessment 
protocols, not just conversational translation. 

Sources of Information 

Staff rosters, staff training, and background information, capacity to readily build rapport 
with the child and family, training, and caliber of interpreters, etc. 
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